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BOXING.

THE BURNS-LANG FIGHT.

TO BE DECIDED ON MONDAY.

On Monday night next (Easier Mon-
day) Tommy Burns meets Bill Lang
at the Sydney Stadium, in a contest
for the heavyweight championship of
Australasia, and as the Melbourne
man is reported to have improved a
great deal since he last met Burns a

very cloge fight is anticipated. Should

Lang sueceed in knocking Burng out,
" his reputation will be firmly establish-
ed, and as he possesses youth, strength
and scienced, there is little doubt but
he will make a great name for him-
self in. the boxing world.
Bill Lang, whose right name Iis
Langfranchi, made his first public ap-
‘pearance in the ring at Melbourne on
January 2 1905, when he boxed four
rounds with ILiggins, Nearly all of
his
Melbourne, his recent contest with Bob
Fitzsimmong at the Sydney Stadium

and two of the three battles he had -

with Bill Squires, being the only oc-
casions on which he has fought be-
fore the Sydney public. Since his
first contest at the beginning of 1965
- ke has been fighting regularly, and
has met the best men in the game in
Australia, On - March 4 1906, he
Inught Jack Johmson at Melbourne.
the negro being declared the winner
in the ninth. round, the fight being
stopped.
ception of his contest with Tommy
Burns in September- 1908, when he
wasg beaten in gix rounds, he has won
every battle, Bill Squires (3 times),

Jim- Griffin, Peter Felix, Ed. Williams, .

Arthur Cripps and Bob Fitzsimmons
being numbered among those he has
defeated. . .

According to latest accounts Lang
has been making excellent progress
in his training, and should enter the
ring in the very best fettle, Burns,
who had a great deal of superflous
fesh to get off before settling down
to vigorous training, had the mis-

- fortune of suffering nine days ill-
health at a time when he can ill afford
to miss his preparation, but during
the past week he resumed operations,
putting in some solid work. - There
was some talk of postponing the con-
test owing to Burn’s indisposition, but
the Canadian would not hear of it
and informed . his supporters that he
will step into the ring perfectly fit
on Easter Monday. . :

Bill Lang has the reputation of

landing blows with lightning speed .

on breaking from the eclinches, this
no doubt being the result of Johnson’s
tuition, the black scoring repeatedly
in this manner during his battle.with
Tommy Burns. Whether Burng will
find a method of evading Lang's hur-
ricane rushes remains yet to be seen,
and many are of opinion that the Mel-
bourne boxer will score a knockout,
the fact of Lang sending Burns down
in their last encounter being the

. point upon which they base their cal-
culations. However, it must not be
forgotten that Burns has not yet met
the man who was able to clean knock
him out, his capacity for taking .pun-
ivhment being nothing short of re-
markable, and should Lang score a
knock-out his prospects of some day
galning the heavyweight camphion-
ship of the world may be viewed in a
favourable light.

ANOTHER OPINION OF THE
JEFFRIES-JOHNSON  MILL.

Bob Fitzsimmons finishes his Auck-
land season at His Majesty’s Theatre
to-night, and may well feel .pleased
w_ith the warmth of the receptions
given him each night by Auckland
theatregoers. Fitzsimmons has fought
370 battles in the ring, and at one
time held the ‘middleweight, light-
weight and heavyweight champion-
shipgs of the world at the one time,
‘When interviewed down South regard-
ing the Jeffries-Johnson fight, he gave
hig opinion unhesitatingly that Jeffrieg
would win. - * When Jeffries said he'd

. fight that nigger he was fit (said Fitz-
simmons). Jim had been training for

twelve months before he made his -
anncuncement. He wanted to see if. -

he could get into.form before he would

challenge the champion; I think Jef-.

tries will beat Johnson, because John-

son hag never been up against a man -
as big and.strong as-Jeffries; because.

Johnson had never met a man who

would tear into him Iike Jeffries, and -
he is scared; and because. Johnson

- could never hurt Je¥friea, “‘But,” sald

the veteran, “if "the nigger wins he

big fights have taken place in

Since then, with the ex-

Ketchel,

won't be champion for 24 hours. He
ig hated in America, and there would
be a race war. The niggers would be-
come unbearable. You don’'t know
them.”

Fitzsimmons will be present at the
ringside when the pair meet, having
been engaged to write up the contest
for the '* Evening World.”

KETCHEL’S OPINION OF JACK

JOHNSON.

In a recent interview, Stanley Ket-
chel, the famous American middle-
weight boxer, has the foliowing to say
regarding Jack Johmnson, the world’s
champion boxer:—

“ Johnson may be fiat footed. If
Ite ig I would like to be flat-footed.
Don’t worry about his speed. He is
without doubt the fastest big man I
ever saw. . When he wunges out with

" his straight left it carries a force of a

pistonrod, He can hit and get out of
the way better than any fighter I
ever saw. He is a marvel with his
hands. He may be flat-footed but he
certainly is shifty.”

When Ketche] was in Grand Rapids
last he showed a decided antipathy
for old friends and former supporters,
but hig last visit has been noliceable
for decided tendency to talk.. He fur-
ther said: - :

“ Last year has been a splendid
money-getter for me until T came
across Jack Johnson, He stopped me,
But I had the satisfaction of !anding
once on Johnson cleanly and that time,
the big champion keeled. One of
these days they will give me more
credit for my bout against Johnso
than they do now.” ) o

Ketchel warmly denied stories of
hig western dissipation, eclaiming that

JRICKET.

The ninth round of the Auckland
Cricket Association’s championghip
matches was commenced on Satur-
day, the weather being all that cogld
bhe desired. Scoring in the senior
matches was on the small side, the
bowlers having a day out. Ollist,
the Parnell man, and G. Mills, of the
Eden Club, obtained. the best aver-
ages, while Hadden (North Shore),
Fenwick (University), McCoy (Pon-
sonby), Mason and Gray (Graiton)
were Tesponsible for creditable per-
formances. TUniversity made a poor
stand against Parnell at the Domain,
while the Parnellites batted fairly well
in their first innings. North Shore
played Eden at Devonport, both teams
batting below form. Grafton made a
moderate score in their first innings
againgt Ponsonby, who responded
very poorly.

SENIOR GRADE.

University v. Parnell.—The students

" batted -first, but only made 57 runs

(Wallace 15, A. Gray 15), C. Olliff tf_:r._k—
ing eight wickets for 16 runs and Fair-
burn two for 31. The rarnellites
then opened their first innings, and

by the ecall of time had 138 runs on -
the board for the loss .of eight wickets -
(A. Anthony 3¢, E. -V, Sale 39, C. Ol -
For University Tay- . ‘

sonby, first innings, 138 runs for five

Hff 28 not out). T
lor took two wickets for 43 runs, Fen-
wiek four for 34, Wallace one for 2
and Speight one for 24. ° - -
North Shore v. Eden—North Shore

went: in’ first and knoeked up. a total

“of 130 runs (Spence 37, L. Prime 30,

A. Hadden 30), G. Mills {aking séven
wickels for 38 runs and Geoirge two
for 17. Eden then set to work on

w. J. 'WESTRIAY. of the Waitemata B.C., winner of the Single Scull (one
mile) at the Ngaruawahia Regatta on St. Patrick’'s Day.

such statements came from western
parties who are in a.league against.
him. - - : I
*“It is true I like to dance,” sad
“pbut. outside of that tales
from the coast have been greatly ex-
aggerated, I pick Johnson to win over
Jeffries in less than 12 rounds.”

During his stay.in Auckland Bob
Fitzsimmons spent a good deal of his
time in Page’s blacksmith shop, where
he demonstrated to interested specta-
tors that he could still produce shoes
in record time,

L ] [ ] - ]

J.A., Thames.—Though we are not
in possession of an official record of
Dick Burge's age, certain information
which we have on hand points to him
heing much younger than your friend
would suppose. At the time of his
conviction Burge was at the height of
his popularity as a boxer, and he
was sentenced, in February, 1902, to
ten years’ penal servitude, and re-.
leased on August 10, 1909, after serv-
ing 714 years of the term. During his
term at Portland hig conduct was re-
ported to have been exemplary, and
he gained the highest number of
marks obtainable which count fur re-
mission of sentence. [n addition to
general good behaviour he obtained a
congiderable remission of: his sentence
for an act of gallantry in protecting
a warder from a murderous assault

“while at Portland. From the forego-

ing it would appear that Burge was
well under 40 at the time of his sen-
tence in 1902, as when a hoxer reaches

-the age of 35 he generally becomes a

backnumber. :

 their first innings and compiled 86

runs for-the loss of six wickets (Cum-
mings 26, T. Elliott 17 not out, C. Ro-
binson 17 not out), Hadden taking
three wickets for 26 rums, and How-
den three for 45. ’
Grafton v. Ponsonby.—Grafton, bat-
ting first, knocked up 146 runs for the
loss of nine wickets (E. tlorspool 17,
R. Neill 18, R. Mason 29, A, Gray 27, D.
Hay 14, R. Sloman 11, F. Horspool
18), McCoy taking four wickets for 36
runs, McMath two for 17, Kavanagh

.two for 16, and Snedden one for 27.

Ponsonby then commenced their first
innings, and put together 57 runs for
the lossg of six wickets (L. G. Hemus
41), Mason taking three wickets for 26
rung and Gray three for 28.

SECOND GRADE.

Parnell v. Eden B.—Parnell, first in-
nings, 259 runs (L. Breege 62, W. An.
dreae 122, II. Warren 34, R. Barnsdale
i4). For Bden B J. B, Kyd took five
wickets for 58 runs, Francis two for
43, Bridges one for 27, and Dickson
one for 9. Hden B, frst innings, 33
runs for the lossg of two wickets (Mur-
ray 13). .

Waitemata v. Eden A.—Waitemata,
first innings, 8% rums (A. Riddell 24,
Steel 48). TFor Eden A. Sommervell
took one wicket for 15 runs, ¥reeman
one for 19, Taylor one for 18, and Ste-
phens seven for 32. Eden A, first in-
nings, 70
(Braithwaite 20, Clarke 11),

Grafton v,
first innings, 76 runs (C. Harvey 14,
W.:Harvey 11, Lepine 13). '~ For Uni-
versity Fawcett toolt seven -wickets
for 28 runs, Marsack one for 29 and

rung for eight wickets

Unliversity. — Grafion,

Davy two for 4. University, first in-
nings, 75 runs for seven wickets (EIl-
lis 33 not out, Fawecett 13).

Ponsonby v. North Shore. — North
Shore forfeited to Ponsonby by de-
faulting.

THIF.D GRADE.

Waitemata v. Eden. — Waitemata,
first innings, 43 runs (Low 11, Mc-
Phail 10). "For Eden Gordon took
iwo wickets for 5§ runs, Heighway four
for 14 and Hall three for 16. Eden,
firgt innings, 76 runs (Freeman 38,
Horspool 18). For Waitemata Clow
took two wickets for 16 runs, Golden
one for 7 and Satchell one for 109.
Waitemata, second innings, 34 runs
for two wickets (Langsford 22 not

" out, Clow 11). .

Grafton v. North Shore, — Grafton,
firgt innings, 114 runs (W. Horspool
41, C. Mpore 18, L. Horspocl 20 not’
out); second innings, § runs for no.
wickets. North Shore, firs{ innings,
90 rung (Farquharson 10, Blackwell 32,
Westbrook 29).

FOURTH GRADE.

Eden v. Parneil.— Eden, first in-
nings, 96 runs (R. Bennett 23, L. Ben-
nett 25, A. Player 18). Parnell, first
innings, 83 runs for five wickets (R, .
Pountney 19, J. Williams 29 not out).

North Shore v. Ponsonby. — North
Shore, first innings, 139 runs (L. Kent
12, Clist 37 not out, C. Kent 36}. -Pon-

wickets (Hobbs, 35 not out, Hart 24
not out, Elwin 14).

THE GAME IN THE SOUTH.

At Wellington the senior grade
cricket matches were continued in
fine weather. There is some doubt
whether another round will be played;
if not, Central wins the championship, .
with Hast A .runpers-up. Central
made 199 against South; second in-
nings, one for 19.° South, first in-
nings, 100; second innings, 116, North
made 85 in the first innings against
East A; second innings, five wickets
for 115, East A, first innings, 170;
second, 43 for three wickets., Petone
beat Hutt by 57 runs. Petone, gecond
innings, six for 58; first innings, 105.
Hutt, second innings, 55; first innings,
51. - East B defeated Victoria College
by an innings and 22 runs. East B,

" 130 for eight wickets.

The last of the first grade cricket
matches were played at Christechurch
on Saturday. St. Albans, 72 and 148
for five wickets, beat Linwood, 65 and
147. Sydenham, 374 for eight wicl
ets, beat Rieccarton, 167 and 107 for six -
wickets. East Christchurch, 176 and .
65 for four wickets, beat West Christ-
church, 100 and 130 for nine wickets, .
The result of the competition is as

follows:—St. . Albans, 14 points; Sy- . .

denham, 13; KEast Christchurch, - 10;
‘West Christehurch, 10; Riccarton, 8;
Linwood, 2. ‘

AQUATICS

PONSONBY CRUISING CLUB,

I —

The Ponsonby Cruising Club held an )
ocean race for yachts on Saturday, the
course being from 8t. Mary's Beach
out round Tiri, thence round Gannet
Rock, finishing in Matiatia, a distance
of roughly 42 miles. Half-a-dozen
boats started, and the Alva was the
first yacht to finish, with Ronaki sec-
ond and Glady third. The handicaps
did not affect the result. 'The other
starters were:. Mistletoe, Foam  and
Echo, which finished much later. This
win gives the Alva a clear lead for
the club's aggregate trophy, as she
has now two firsts and three thirds
on the season’s racing.

A motor launch race was also held
by the club, the course being direct
to Matiatia. Four launches started,
these being Kotiro (ser.), Maroro
(65sec), Marore (4min 37sec), Tama-
hine (27min 28seec). The last-named
boat broke down early in the race.
The result was: Maroro, finishing
time 4h 12m 24s, 1; Marore, 4h 16m
39s, 2; Kotiro, 4h 12m 26s, 3.

Mr. D. Craig, as starter, and Mr.
W. Wilson, as judge and timekeeper,
carried out ‘their respective dutles in
a capable manner.. .

NORH SHORE ROWING CLUB'S
' . “AT HOME.”

The North Shore Rowing Club held
their “At Home” on Saturday after-
noon, when a large number of gunests .

. were entertained, afternoon tea being

dispensed by a ladies committee. Dur- |
ing the "afternoon a set of trial fours



