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magistrate, was recently called upon
at the instance- of the police author-
ities to decide an important point in
cab law: the right or otherwise of
g taxi driver to refuse to take a fare
further when his meter records 4s.
(the fare for a six-mile journey). In
giving his deeision, Mr. d’Eyncourt
said. this was a fare made up by
distance and time, and, in his opin-
ion, the driver was quite wrong in
refusing to go further because the
meter recorded 4s.
- L] - -

Proposals made at a recent confer-
ence of South Island motor organisa-
tions were discussed by the Christ-
church Tramway Board the other

week. The subject was brought up.

by Mr. D, Sykes, who gaid one pro-
posal was that the gtopping place of
tramears should he 30 yards bhefore
reaching the corner. The acting-
chairman gaid the Board bad passed
a resolution some time ago that
every tramcar should go beyond the
corner -before stopping, 50 that it
could be seen. 'If a car stopped 30
feet behind the corner it would not
be seen, and accidents would be fre-
gquent. He suggested that the board’s
. officers submit a report on the mat-
ter. Other speakers said that the
miraculous escapes in Christchurch
from wmotors passing standing cars
were legion., It was decided to ask
the traffic manager and the general
manager to report on the traffic

question.
- - - -

Questions regarding motor ambul-
ances were asked in the House of
Representatives, Mr. Wilford (Hutt}
wished to know from the Minister of
Defence whether he would arrange
for the handing over to the MayoT
of Petone and the Mayor of Lower
Hutt, on behalf of the residents of
those districts, two motor ambulances
in order that those districts might
be properly served in time of stress
and trouble through sickness or ac-

cldent? Mr. W. H. Field {Otaki) is
agking the Minister of Detfence
whether it is true that the motor

ambulance provided by children’s sub-
geriptions in the Otaki-Levin district

for the use of our men in France, °

and which was attached to the Pion-

ger Native Battalion, has been sent.

out to the Dominion and has been
appropriated for use in Wellington
City; and whether, if this is so, the
ambulance in question shall be at
once forwarded to the district which
provided the funds for its purchase
and which therefore has the best
claim to it and where it is urgently
needed?

- - - N -

Mr. Puddo, during a discussion in
the House on road improvement, gald
the main roads now were worse than
they were 25 years ago. Indeed, the
condition- of the main New Zealand
roads had become a byword, and had

often been remarked upon by visit-~

ors. Sir Willlam Fraser said it was
the increase in motor traffic that had
made certain people dissatisfied with
the main roads, but it was absurd
to say that the roads were worse
now than they were 25 years ago.

There were some journeys that a few .
years ago took -two days which could. .

now be made in five hours. He had
received hundreds of letters ‘from
settlers thanking him for what had
been done for them by the Govern-
ment in the matter of roads.. (Hear,
hear.) ;
as a result of this war the country
would now have.to pay millions in
interest where before it was only
paying hundreds of thousands, -and
the difficulty wounld be to find the

money for the necessary require-

" ments. 7
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He conciuded by stating that.

The Westland County Council has

decided to tax all motor cars and
motor bicycles. The taxes will range
from £15 to £1. There
movement on foot to have all drivers
licensed, ’ Lo b
L L * o
The development of motor traction
has
past few vears, and local firms have
not been slow to make experiments
with this comparatively new form . of
quick transport facilities, says the
“Dunedin Star.”” Owing to the recent
railway trouble, many people, in the
country districts particularly, had to
rely on motor waggons for the de-
livery of essential goods, .and . very
good work has been done in this
direction. The motor services have
been of exceptional walue in the
Teviot district, both in the quick
transport of fruit to markets and
with return - loading from Dunedin,
A large waggon ready for the return
journey presented an interesting and
unusual appearaznce in Crawford
Street, and testified to the heavy
loads and the - variety of articles
which can be taken. The cargo In-
cluded an oil engine, an iron. bed-
stead, a large wooden sledge, house-
hold furniture, and bags of meal, and
tied on-with ropes was a calf, which
enjoved itself by chewing the leg of
a table, The weight of the load was
over five tons, and the driver ex-
pected to do the journey to Rox-
burgh in a day. )

is also a

been, considerable during . the -

A Hupmebile car belonging to Mr.

¥. Sisson, Papanui, was -taken from
a rightof-way off High Street on a -

recent Saturday night by a “Joy-
rider.” Later the police *recovered

.the car, in an undamaged condition.
‘on the Canal Road, Bromley.

" In proposing the toast “Qur Trans-
port Workers,” at the .smoke concert
of the Canterbury Automobile Asso-
ciation, Mr. A. $. Clarkson said that
if the Covernment had had to pay
the cost of conveying rteturned sol-
diers to their homes from the rail-
way stations, the money would have
been sufficient to build three Selwyn
bridges.

The By-laws.Committee has report-
ed to the Wellington City ‘Council
that it has recelved a letter from

the Minister of Internal Affairs with’

reference to the annual registration
of motor wehicles,. licensing of driv-

ers and authority to local bodies. to
supply number .plates for vehicles  of .

a type uniform throughout the "‘Dom-
inion, in which he states that the
importance of these matters ig recog-

nised, and - that it is hoped to bring

down legislation at the present ses-
sion providing for the licensing of
drivers, but -that it will not be pos-
gsible to deal with the other matters
during the present session of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Richard ‘Holton, of the Sixth
Haurakis (Main Body), is leaving
Wellidgton shortly for,Gisborne, aug
was recently presentedwith a case’
of pipes by his fellow workers of
Magnus, Sanderson and Company's
mechanical staff. Mr. Holton is
known in New Zealand as a “motor
skidding” expert. '

Recently - a young dairy {farmer

‘pear Opunake (states the “Stratford

Evening Post”) decided to marry.
On the wedding day he milked the
cows as usual, motored a distance of
36 miles and said “I will,” and re-
turned home by motor with his bride
in time for the evening's milking.
Obliging neighhours, however, pack-
ed him off on a honeymoon.
- . . " - . . -

At an inquest on Falkoner Johin
MecDonald, aged 42, a clerk belonging
to Picton, who was thrown out of a

" gide-chair on Banks - Peninsula and

killed, a verdict of acclidental death

wag returned, and a rider added call-

ing the attention of the County Coun-

eil to a dangerous bend in the road

and other parts of the main road.
- L] - -

At a reception at Papawai- tender-
ed to returned soldiers, it was stated
that the natives from that district had
put up a splendid record. Driver
Ama Turei had been selected as the
best driver in the New Zealand divis-
jon, and had been awarded a bronze
medal, - - - -~ : :

A close call. Motor smash on a bridge at Masterton.

Interesting experiments have been
made .in Nottingham with a new
motor fuel, the invention of a South
American, M. Andreade. Its cost is
5d. a gallon, and it is a mixture of
water-and a secrct compound. Tests
have produced smooth and rapid
speed, and altogether the results are
encouraging.

Referring to the high cost of pro-
duction, Major Goddard, interviewed
in Auckland on the motor outlook,
said that while America had. bene-
fited at Great Britaln's expense to a
large extent, he believed that both
the manufaeturers at Home and the
futnre purchasers of  British  cars
would  ultimately gain from the fact
that the manufacturers sacrificed the
profitable trade in heavy lorries and

, carg. and’ devoted their time to the

much more' intricate and infinitely

" 1éss- profitable -work of aero engines.
Npt_ only, he said, were greater ae---
" .curacy -and standardisation obtained, -

but the. steel-making position® was
studied” and new high-grade alloys
produced in . quantity, which, before
the war; ‘had not even been contem-
plated:’ One of the immediate results
was that America imported tool stesl
from Great Britain—a thing undreamt
of in 1914. - All this was bound to
make for better service if applied to
the building of motor cars, commer-
cial vehicles and agricultural motors
in the near future. -

TIBRO'L Disinfectant and Deodorizer
is by 2-2% times stronger than other
similar - diginfectants. Price, 20s. for a

four-gallon tin at .the Glycerole Depot,

206, Hobson Street, Auckland.

s

Major A, de B, Brandom, D.S.0,
late Royal Air Force, relinquishes the
appointment of staff officer to - the
Air Force Adviser, and is posted to
the Reserve of Officers, General List.

- -

Motorists are experiencing difficulty
in negotiating the Waiaua River, on
the Motu-Opotiki Read, owing to the
soft nature of the "bottom,” and sev-
eral cars are reported to have been
hung up at this spot a few. days ago.
Pending the erection of the much-
delayed bridge, local motorists have
urged the district engineer to locate
a winech on the river bank to haul
the ears across. -

- - - L]

Major R. E. Goddard, who is on a
visit to New Zealand inquiring  into
the motor requirements and condi-
tions of the Dominion,
Auckland last week that the object
of his mission was to inguire into
the possibilities of recapturing for
British manufacturers the trade "in

"internal combustion engine-powered

vehicles and implements, whieh the
British manufacturer commenced to
lose in 1910 and finally lost in 19%14.
To do this, he. said, he was collect-
ing information as to the type of

automotive products required to suit -

the special conditions of .the Domin-
jon, and would be glad to receive
any suggestions on the subject, -

Insect Life and Fungus Growtl: -on
Plants will be destroyed by spraying
freely
OTL. Sold in"all sizes, from a pint bot-
tle to & barrel, The Glycerole Depot,
206, Hobson Street, Auckland.

‘concerning

stated . in .

_Queen Street

with FIBRO'L FUMIGATING |

The Automobile Association. hag -
approached the proprietors of nearly
2000 hotels in the United Kingdom
the requirements of
motorists in regard to hotels. It is
pointed out that the total accommo-
dation is insufficient toc meet the
demand, and that in many cases the
service given is in need of consider-
able improvement. The warning is
given that unless the proprietors of
unprogressive  hotels
establishments new hotels
expected.

may be

L4 - -

For exceeding the speed ‘limit at
the intersection of Queen and  Vic-
tonia Streets, Ernest Bloomfield, a
well-known Auckland resident, was

fined 10s. and 1ls. costs, Counsel
for defendant stated that hig client
was driving three officers from

H.M.S. New Zealand to the naval and -
military ball in the Town Hall.
of the three was in the official lanc-

" ars set, which was to open the ball,

and the party was at the’ foot of
“just  at’ the hour of
commencement. Defendant then in-
creased his speed, and reached the
hall just in "time. The police esti-.
mated tne speed of the car at 25
miles an hour, whereas the Queen
Street limit was six.
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Do we want a continuance of wars, .-



