
The American newspapers announce

that, after appearing in nine more

pictures, Mary Pickford will retire.

It is stated that the sum paid for

these nine pictures exceeds £500,000.

*
r * *

Mr. George Welch has stepped into

Mr. Phil Smith’s role in “Maytime.”
Mr. Welch, by the way, will have a

congenial part in the J. C. William-

son pantomime, “The Sleeping

Beauty,” at Melbourne Her Majesty’s

at Christmas.

Mr. Fred Collier, basso with the

J. C. Williamson Opera Company, is

entitled to wear one of the famous

“Melba” pins (enamelled “M,” with

a diamond). He toured with the diva

during her recent visit to Australia.

“The Country Girl” is being active-

ly rehearsed by the Palmerston North

Amateur Operatic Society, for early

production.
• • • *

The Bert La Blanc Revue Company

had a happy send-off at the Opera

House on Saturday night after a nine

weeks’ season. Flowers and other

gifts were sent galore from friends

in the audience, and Mr. La Blanc

said a few words in appreciation.

Miss Rita Kirkpatrick, a daughter

of Mr. John Kirkpatrick, the well-

known architect, of Sydney, is among

the Sydney girls who have signed on

for a six months’ engagement with

the Frederic Shipman concert party.

She is a pupil of Miss Nellie Stew-

art, who thinks highly of her talent.

The J. C. Williamson management

in Melbourne claim for “Lightnin’ ”

that from the point of view of its

qualities as a play and its popularity
with audiences, the American comedy-

drama is “Struck Oil” and “The Sil-

ver King” rolled into one. “Light-
nin’ ” is the rage of Melbourne.

The new tenor of the J. C. William-

son Grand Opera Company, Walter

Wheatley, hails from Joplin, Missouri,
U.S.A. While still very young

Madame Nordica advised him to take

up an operatic career. He sailed for

France in 1906, after having had con-

siderable experience in operatic and

concert work in New York and

Chicago. He made his operatic debut

at Covent Garden, London, as Turiddu

in “Cavalleria Rusticana,” under the

direction of Campanini. Mr. Wheat-

ley sang four seasons at Covent Gar-

den and 'five seasons with the Royal
Carl Rosa Company, appearing also

in concerts at the Queen’s Hall and

Crystal Palace, London.

“Young singers are too keen to

sing songs,” said Mr. Harry Dearth

to an interviewer in Christchurch.

“When I commenced my studies un-'
der Garcia he would not allow me

to sing a song for twelve months.

Practice, practice, practice on meth-

ods, was his motto. Well, he was

right, and I believe most young

vocalists realise that there is only
this one royal road to success. The

trouble is that so many considerations

affect one’s course of action. It is no

doubt hard from day to day to keep

to the one true course, but it is a

fact that there is only one way.

Apart from this, development on

other lines,' interpretation and so

forth, is essential; but there, every-

one knows that.”

Mr. Harry Dearth, says the Christ-

church “Star,” is a distinct person-

ality, full of energy and possessing
a certain magnetic quality. He is

something more than a singer. He

is, indeed, a first-class story delinea-

tor, and his clear enunciation enables

his hearers to catch every little point
of a song. Mr. Dearth said that all

through his singing career, whether

as student or concert performer, he

had always realised that a song whs

only half sung unless the words were

distinct and the meaning clear. “I

tell the story of a song,” he said.

“Take, for instance, Hedgecock’s
‘Mandalay’—Hedgecock, by the way,
is the organist at the Crystal Palace.
That song does not require to be

sung. You want to speak it. Of

course a singer must sing, but the

point for the young and aspiring
vocalist to keep always in mind is

that a listener wants to hear the

words, that he may know what a song

is all about. Stand behind a pianist
and listen to the accompaniment of

•‘Mandalay,’ and I believe you will

agree with me that no song could

have a more natural accompaniment
—it is so constructed that one can

speak the word. That is what I do.”

Miss Maude Fane will make her

first re-appearance with J. C. Wil-

liamson, Ltd., in “Theodore and Co.,

on her return to Australia.

“Oh, you lucky people,” said Miss

Helen Carson, the American Chau-

tauqua leader, on hearing that Miss

Emelie Polini was coming to New

Zealand. “She is the most delightful

and natural • actress I know in

America. There is so much life in

her work, so much naturalism, that

it does not seem that she is acting, at

all, and yet she is so entirely differ-

ent in every play.”

When “Katinka” was played in

Melbourne by the J. C. Williamson

Royal Comic Opera Company a re-

cord was set up that was thought
would stand for a long time to come.

“Maytime,” at Her how-

ever, has knocked a hole in that re-

cord. The exquisite musical romance

is packing Her Majesty’s nightly, and

the consensus of opinion is that a

more delightful musical production
has not been staged in Melbourne

for a long time.

It is an interesting fact that

“Lightnin’ ” was almost lost to the

speaking stage, and just missed the

movies by a margin of £l5O. “I had

thought about the character of Light-

nin’ Bill Jones for twenty years,” said

Frank Bacon, the actor-author, in a

recent interview. “Finally I put him

in a vaudeville sketch which I later

elaborated into a play and showed to

Winchell Smith. But the story was

too losely told to be effective, so

finally at Los Angeles one summer

I sold. “Lightnin’ ” to a moving pic-

ture concern for £l5O, with the agree-

ment that it would be the next play

produced. On the following day,

learning that Winchell Smith was in

town, I went over to the hotel where

he was staying and told him I had

sold the old play. He appeared

greatly upset, and said I had made

a dreadful mistake. He said he would

like to produce it, and asked me to

get it back. The picture man was

not ready to produce it, so I had a

good excuse. Winchell Smith and I

then got to work on the script again,
and the result was ‘Lightnin’ ’ as it is

staged at present.”

Here are some of the songs that

Mr. Harry Dearth is singing during

his New Zealand tour:—Cowen’s

“Onaway, Awake,” Handel’s “Honour

and Arms,” “To Anthea,” Sander-

son’s “The Company Sergeant-Major,”
Clarke’s “The Blind Ploughman,”
Hedgcock’s “Mandalay,” “The Fortune

Hunter,” “The Little French Baby,”

“Old Barty,” “The Port of Many

Ships,” “Trade Winds,” “Stone Crac-

ker John,” “Dinder Courtship,”

“Jenny’s Ways,” “Crown of the Year,”

and many other new and delightful
ballads.

JpULLER’S QPERA JJOUSE.

Direction . . Ben. and John Fuller, Ltd.

TO-NIGHT —AT EIGHT — TO-NIGHT

RETURN OF THE JOY-WHIRLERS,

WALTER GEORGE’S SUNSHINE

PLAYERS.

Presenting Their Entirely New Gem of

Lilting Laughter and Gladsome Girls,

“MY GIPSY MAID.”

SIGNOR AND SIGNORA MOLINARI,

The Celebrated Italian Opera Stars.

BONELESS — PINTO —
WONDER.

ERIGHTIE AND CARLYON,
The Scintillating Comedy Meteors.

First Appearance. Direct from Orient,

ASTRAS,
The Mystery Woman and Her Panther.

Phenomenal Thought Telepathist,
And

SILVESTER, Supreme Master of Magic.

D.C. and All Stalls, 25.; Up. Circle,
Is.; Res., 2s. 6d. Plan at Richardson

Piano Co., Ltd. (opp. Milne and Choyce),
110 Queen St., till 5.15; then at Sege-
din’s (opp. Theatre), till 7. ’Phone 3748.

OOMTNG! 0OMING!! 0OMING!!!

GOODY TWO SHOES.

TTIS rpHEATRE.

Direction . . J. C. WILLIAMSON, LTD.

Manager John Farrell.

PINNACLE OF PANTOMIME
PERFECTION.

J C. WILLIAMSON’S TREMENDOUS
EXTRAVAGANZA,

GOODY TWO SHOES.

GOODY TWO SHOES.

GOODY TWO SHOES.

GOODY TWO SHOES.

AN INCOMPARABLE CAST:

Alan Dorothy Hastings

Goody Madeline Harrison

Mrs. Tutt Arthur Stigant
Ronnie Nellie Wilson

Spirit of the Dance. . .Maggie Dickinson

Fairy Light-heart Maude Gray

Araminta Toby Claude

ZoeFloie Allen

Duke of ImprovidentiaGus Bluett

Corin Sydney Yates

Demon of Discontent... Charles Howard

Wizard Stanley Odgers
Clarence Herbert Walton

THREE BIG SPECIALITIES.

The Best of their Kind ever Brought
to New Zealand.

HENNA EROS.,

World-famous Acrobatic Comedians.

“BY AEROPLANE TO NORTH POLE.”

JEWEL’S MARIONETTE CIRCUS

In Their Unique Representation of

“CIRCUS DAY IN TOYLAND.”

FBED WALTON

And

“THE TOY SOLDIER.”

A Remarkable Novelty that has Amazed

England and America.

There are Besides

101—ONE HUNDRED AND ONE—IOI

JOYOUS HAPPENINGS

WONDERFUL EFFECTS,
GLORIOUS DIVERTISSEMENTS,

All Bearing the Unmistakable Seal of

J. C. WILLIAMSON PERFECTION.

PRODUCED BY CHAS. A. WENMAN.

Stage DirectorJ. C. Whitfield
Musical Director Adrian Amadio

PRICES: D.C. and 0.5., 7s. (plus tax):
Back Stalls, Early Doors, 4s. 6d. (plus
tax) ; Back Stalls, Late Doors, 3s. 6d.
(plus tax) ; Gallery, Early Doors, 2s. 6d.

(plus tax); Gallery, Late Doors, Is. 6d.

(plus tax).

jy-AJESTY’S rpHEATRE.

jyUNDAY, QCTOBER g

ORAND OISPLAY OF pHYSICAL

OULTURE AND yyEIGHT

J IFTING.

OPEN CHALLENGE TO ALLCOMERS.

200LB. ONE HAND.

ONE NIGHT ONLY.

BY L. G. WILSON AND PUPILS.

(Director Leys’ Institute).

POPULAR PRICES: 35., 25., Is. (plus
tax).

Will Take Pupils in

MODERN BALLROOM DANCING.

Tuesday Nights, ’ St. Mark’s Hall,
Remuera. Monday and Friday Nights
at Masonic Hall, Jervois Road. Terms,

etC' 27, HERNE BAY ROAD.
’Phone 1904.

FOR QUALITY PRINTING,

the kind of Printing that has a strong

advertising pull and brings in new

business to you, send to the

N.Z. SPORTING AND DRAMATIC

REVIEW.
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►

[ VICTORY |
| WAR LOAN |
t LJAVE you asked your 4

t “■ Bank Manager how j

► he can help you to sub- 4

: scribe to the 3

j WAR LOAN ? |
► ◄

t If not, 4

t do so to-day. 4

► The amount which you can be compelled by ◄

f law to contribute to the loan is three times ◄

► the yearly average of the land-tax and ◄

► income-tax (exclusive of excess profits

► duty; paid or payable by you for the three 3
► years ended on 31st March 1918, but you are

► not required to limit your subscription to <

► that amount only. ◄

►
—

-
— ◄

► OUBSCRIBE at any Postal Money-order ◄

£ O Office, Bank, or through any Registered J
► Sharebroker, or at the Treasury Wellington- ◄

► 3

£ applications close 4

t Thursday, 9th Octiher. 3
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