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WELLINGTON.

Marton J.C. and Rangitikei Hunt

Spring Meeting—Notes on the Run-

ners—Penury Rose and Sweet Corn
in Winning Vein—Amythas at Pre-

sent Under F. J. Garment’s Charge
at Weraroa—Mr. “H. Whitney’s”
Much-travelled Tearn—Arrangements
Being Made

’

for Visit to South
Island Meetings.

WELLINGTON, Monday.
Returned visitors from the com-

bined spring meeting of the Marton

Jockey Club and Rangitikei Hunt,
held on Wednesday and Thursday
last, speak in high terms of the sport
provided. The fields competing were

of capital dimensions, and the fact
of several of the horses having to
walk from Napier and Hastings
speaks volumes for the popularity en-

joyed by the clubs concerned. The
finishes in several races were excel-
lent, but some heavy rain experienced
on Tuesday night made the tracks

very heavy, the result being slow
times were recorded in all the events.

Mr. Arthur Way, with his usual up-
to-date methods, had all the details
in thorough working order, and every-
body came away well pleased with the

treatment extended to them during
their visit to Marton.

Several horses could not act in the

heavy going at Marton, and this fact
accounted for the downfall of several

runners who would have more than

held their own on top of the ground.
Egmont Park, the full-brother to

Volume, proved his usefulness by get-
ting amongst the winners at Marton.
The four-year-old is a good sort, and
should do “Hoop-iron Jack” some use-

ful service this season.

Belle of the Camp (Campfire—
Marionette), the half-sister to Motoa,
who is owned by a popular sporting
enthusiast in Mr. J. R. Byrne, of

Rangataua, on the Main Trunk line,
was a competitor on the 'first day at

Marton last week, but could not act
in the heavy going, finishing well in

the rear. She was not started on the

second day owing to the unfavourable

conditions, but can be depended upon

to do bettei’ at some of the fixtures

during the next few months. Trainer

T. Coleman has the six-year-old in

capital order just now.

A. Ward, the successful New Ply-
mouth hurdle horseman, rode a fine

race on Patariki when that gelding
won the View Halloa Steeplechase
on the opening day at Marton. Pata-

riki is trained by his owner, Miss E.

Shannon, of Feilding. The old

jumper scored decisively, and natur-

ally the horse’s lady owner and

trainer was congratulated on her

efforts in preparing a winner. When
the substantial dividend returned by
Patariki was announced there was

much jubilation amongst Rangitikei
sporting enthusiasts who had sup-
ported the son of Paddy’s Land.

Penury Rose, who filled the posi-
tion of runner-up to Omahu in the
Marton Handicap (1%, miles) on

Wednesday, succeeded in winning the
Crofton Handicap (one mile and a

distance) on the concluding day, de-

feating Omahu, who was again fav-

ourite, by a neck after a sterling race.

It would occasion no surprise to find

the four-year-old getting amongst the

winners at Dannevirke this week. R.

Knox, the veteran Wairarapa trainer,
has the Penury gelding very well at
the present time.

The Speaker proved a disappoint-
ment at Marton last week where he

contested the two leading handicaps.
He was sent out a warm favourite for
the Marton Handicap on the opening
day, and failed to gain a place. On
the concluding day, in the Crofton

Handicap, the best he could do was
to finish third. The Speaker was

well fancied by his connections, and
his defeats were attributed to the

horse’s long walk from Hastings,
which may have affected his prospects.
On the other hand, Sweet Corn also

padded the long way from Green-
meadows, the other side of Napier,
and notwithstanding the fact of the

mare getting a stirring up while

crossing a ford between Waipawa and

Norsewood, the descendant of Malster

and Condiment accounted for her

field in the Railway Handicap in a

decisive manner. Mr. J. H. Cole-

bourne’s sprinter returned a nice

price, which was not participated in

by her connections, as they did not

favour her prospects after her long
enforced walk from Hawke’s Bay.

Arrowfield ran very disappointingly
at Marton when well supported by
his connections. Fred Tilley and
Wiri Tokena’s luck is right out just
now, but they may make some amends
at Wanganui.

A very popular win at Marton last

week was that of Mattock, who ac-

counted for the Victory Steeplechase
(about three miles) for his owner.
Mr. J. B. Gaisford, a keen and much

respected sportsman of the Rangi-
tikei. The horse was always well

placed, and nicely handled by the

native rider, J. Wairoa, won easily
at the finish. The horse, however,
had to undergo the ordeal of a pro-

test owing to going on the outside of

a flag in the straight on the final

round, but after a short inquiry the

objection was dismissed. The ver-

dict of the stewards met with every
satisfaction.

Oratress, owned by a popular Mar-

ton boniface who races as “F. Pres-

ton,” let her party down badly at
Marton last week. The four-year-old
Demosthenes — Equitas mare was

thought unbeatable in the Railway
Handicap, but again their judgment
went astray, for she finished in the

ruck. Oratress looked very well,
however, and the going may have
affected her, as it did many others.

In Nursing Sister (Solferino—Miss

Dalrymple) and Ermine (Martian—

Ermengarde), owned by Mr. J. Goring
>Johnston, the popular president of

the Manawatu Racing Club, Trainer
G. R. Price, of “Wapping Lodge,”
Awapuni, has a couple of promising
performers for the present season.

This pair and Hurry Up should carry

the dark blue jacket and buff sleeves
and cap in a creditable manner in
future events.

Among the visitors to the Marton
J.C. and Rangitikei Hunt meeting
last week was Mr. W. Hamilton, an
erstwhile prominent sportsman, of

Kaituna, on the Akaroa peninsula in
Canterbury. Mr. Hamilton will be
well known to old-time racing en-
thusiasts through his connection with
Liberator, who 'finished his racing
career under Mr. Hamilton’s super-
vision. Mr. Hamilton was also close-

ly identified with trotting in the early
days in Canterbury. At the present
time he is enjoying a well-earned
holiday, and still takes considerable
interest in racing matters.

Mr. F. S. Easton; the Foxton sports-
man, has sent Amythas down to F.
J. Carmont at Weraroa to be trained
until such time as the descendant of
Demosthenes can be transferred to F.

D. Jones at Riccarton, which is his
ultimate destination.

Mr. Angus Keith, whose starting
has invariably been of a high stan-
dard, has been appointed starter to
the Manawatu Racing Club for the

present season. There were several

applicants for the position, and in

appointing Mr. Keith to act at the
barrier the club have given deserved
recognition to one of our most

capable starters.

The curtailed railway services are

seriously affecting owners, and in

consequence the Wellington sports-

man, Mr. “H. Whitney,” whose horses

are frequently to be found competing
at meetings in all parts of both

Islands, is mapping out an itinerary
for his team. It is rumoured that
Mr. Whitney has enlisted the assist-

ance of an officer in the Lands De-

partment with a view to securing a

comprehensive plan of the various

road routes and stopping places
throughout the Dominion. The plan
is being secured, it is said, for the

purpose of enabling a walking cam-

paign to be undertaken by the mem-

bers of Mr. Whitney’s string. Mr.

Whitney will avail himself of the

steamer service to Picton, from

whence the roads lead in every direc-
tion. It is thought that the walking
necessary to reach meetings in the
South Island will go a long way in

bringing the horses up to a state of

perfection, while the same rule will

apply to the North Island. Mr. Whit-

ney is certainly to be congratulated
upon the bold policy that he has out-
lined.

W. Weller, who recently returned
from the front and who did yeoman
service when employed by F. Tilley
at Fordell, is at present residing at

Wanganui, and is thinking seriously
of setting up as a public trainer.

Wreller went away with the 14th Re-

inforcements, and as he is thoroughly
conversant with the racing business

there may be some owners who are

anxious to give a young trainer an

opportunity to make a name for him-
self.

D. McMullan, who served his early
apprenticeship with the late Mr. H.
Fletcher and with Mr. J. H. Prosser,
and who was a member of the 17th

Reinforcements, recently returned to
New Zealand. McMullan, who can

go to scale at a handy weight, has
joined J. Coyle’s stable at Marton,
where his well-known riding qualities
should gain for him a busy time in
the saddle during the present season.

A FLASHLIGHT PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN WANGANUI AT THE REUNION OF THE MAIN BODY MEM-
BERS OF THE SEVENTH (WELLINGTON-WEST COAST) COMPANY, WELLINGTON INFANTRY REGI-
MENT. Standing (from left): Sgt. Renwick (Hawke's Bay Co.), Lieut. Gilshman, Corp. Rowe, Corp. Kinsett,
Pte. Wittaker, Sgt. Hoult, Pte. Shore, Pte. Blair, Corp. Booth, Pte. Mainwaring, Sgt. Smyth, Sgt.-Mjr. Tronson,
Corp. McNaught, Lieut. Swan, Corp. Cooper. Sitting: Pte. Foster, Pte. Blundell, Pte. Thomas, Lieut.Col. Cun-
ningham, Lieut. Gifford Moore, Lieut. Bennett, Pte. Lovegrove, Corp. Hodge, Lieut. - Col. Turnbull, Corp. Mc-
Chesney, Corp. Brinsley, Pte. Lanshear, Corp. Hill, Sgt. McCracken, Sgt. Johnson, Corp. Morgan, Q.M.S. Bevege.

The crack jockey, S. Donoghue, has
practically lived this week in railway
trains and boats, as he has ridden at

Brighton, Newbury, Newcastle and in
Ireland (writes “Sporting Life” on
June 28). It is said to be Donoghue’s
ambition to ride a winner in this
c ountry and in France on the same

day, which he thinks possible in these
times of aeroplane travelling.

WAIRARAPA.

Elcullus Rejoins T. Pritchard’s Active
Brigade—Lord Nagar’s Double Win
in Melbourne—Murihiku Meets With
Slight Mishap—Tuticorn and Stur-
dee Again in Work at Opaki—Four
Wairarapa Horses Engaged in N.Z.
Cup—Vasilkov, Missgold, Rebuff
and Raceful Leaving for Australia

—Quartette All in Good Fettle.

MASTERTON, Saturday.
Elcullus is back again on the track

after a short spell, and T. Pritchard
also has several others of his string
doing steady work. It is not likely
they will be asked to sport silk until
the local meeting next month.

A cable received in Masterton this
week from Melbourne stated that Mr.

W. R. Kemball was rather seriously
ill, and that his departure for the
Dominion had consequently to be

postponed.
The Finland—Landrail filly owned

by Mr. W. H. Lord, of Masterton, has

come on a lot lately, and promises to
do good service for Trainer Jamieson,
who has the full-sister to Chimera
under his care. Mr. Lord is a new

owner in the district.

W. Hawthorne was not long in get-
ting a return of some of the purchase
money paid for Lord Nagar, as he

won his first race since going into
the stable at the Melbourne Hunt
Club meeting on August 20, when he

accounted for the hurdle event. At
the Williamstown meeting on August
23 Lord Nagar started a hot favourite

and again won the hurdle race. Stan

Reid was in the saddle on both occa-

sions.
Two of the three-year-olds in J. T.

Jamieson’s stables, Rose Wreath and

Murihiku, have come on a lot lately,
and have been regular attendants at
Opaki. Unfortunately, Murihiku got
into some wire one day last week,
and has had to be eased. The daugh-
ter of Sunny Lake —Arai-te-Uru will
not be taken to Dannevirke, but it is
not thought the injury will prove
serious.

Tuticorn and Sturdee are again in
work at Opaki after a short let up.
J. Gravestock has hopes that the pair
will still come good, and will give
them a chance on the flat during the
present season. Tuticorn shows con-

siderable pace in his track essays, but
fails to repeat it with the colours up.

Of the W’airarapa horses weighted
for the New Zealand Cup, Rebuff will
not be a starter, which leaves four
in the race. Red Ribbon has been
given 8.2, which cannot be said to
be excessive in what appears to be
a moderate field. Kilrush has got
7.3, and the three-year-olds Affecta-
tion and Rose Wreath are weighted
at 7.1 and 6.7 respectively. Nothing
definite as to the probable starters
can be ascertained until the horses
have been tried out by their respec-
tive trainers.

E. Chadwick arrived in Wellington
from Melbourne on Sunday last to
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