August 28, 1919,

THE PASSING OF THE ENGLISH
PIERROTS.

Much regret will be felt by many
thousands of people throughout Aus-
tralia and New Zealand to hear that
Messrs, Will and Rob Thomas’s fam-
ous combination, the English Pierrots,
disbanded at the termination of the
summer season at Perth, where they
have been in season for over thirty
weeks, It is not, in this Iinstance,
the failure of the company to com-
mand financial success, but a series
of unfortunate circumstances of which
the prolonged shipping strike and the
'fludemic conditions prevailing, have
contributed no small part. For many

vears the Pierrots have paid annual._
vigits to New Zealand, each success-

ive tour being more successful than
the last. The ’'fludemic trouble made
its first appearance with them at the
termination of the Wellington season
jast vear, when several members of
the company were overtaken by in-
fluenza, which was the cause of clos-
ing down for two weeks, and they
were just sufficiently recovered to
enable them to leave New Zealand by
the s.s. Westralia, the last vessel to
depart for about 16 weeks. However,
they were enabled to get over to
Perth (Westralia) in time Lo open
the season there on due date, in spite
of a sgtrike on the transcontinental
railway, and another strike with the
seamen on hoard the steamer on
which passages had been arranged
from Melbourne to Freemantle. All
arrangements had been compleied
for the reappearance of the company
for the 1919 season (which was to
have commenced at the Wellington
Town Hall in May), and a tour had
already been mapped out by the New
Zealand representative, Mr. Victor
Beck, who has been looking after
their interests in the Dominion for
the past eight years. The English
Pierrots set the fashion and were
the pioneers of amusements at St.
Kilda. building a pavilion suitable for
al fresco entertainments. They form-
ed the first Pierrot Company in Aus-
tralia in 1903, from which date they
have been showing summer seasons
at St. Kilda, and touring in Victoria
during the winter months, until 1912,
when they first came to New Zealand,
since which time they have been fre-
quent visitors here. Clustered round
the Pierrots are a host of names of
artists who have joined them at dif-
ferent periods, principal among them
being that of Miss Elsa Langley, the
bright star who has been ' leading
comedienne of the company since she
first twinkled in thelr midst some 12
vears ago. A list of the names may
be of Iinterest mow that the old com-
bination is breaking up in the order
they came. viz.: Miss May Campion,
Mr. Collard, Mr. Ernest Gollmick, Mr.
Charles Thorsby, Mr. Warwick Arm-
stronr, Mr. Maynard Dakin, Mr. Har-
old: McAuliffe, Miss Jean Brunell,
Miss Vie Parsons, Mr. Norman Chur-
ton, Mr. Roland Pryce. Mr. Sydney
Kingsley. Miss Ethel Hamptaon, Mr.
Roy Cocke., Miss Ruby Guest, Miss
Margaret Caraher, Miss Elsie Ross-
Iyn, Miss Essie McNeill, Mr. Chas. E.
Lawrence, Mr. George Horton, Miss
Sylvia Duif, Mr. Bert Byrne. Mr. Ken.
nith Scott, Miss Billie Wilson, Mr.
Geo. Denby, Mr. Hugh Terrence, Mr.

David Lyle, Mr. Louis Mitchell, Miss’

Madge Scott, Miss Gwyne Watt., Miss
Edith Harcld, Miss Shirley Cooke,
and Miss Rima Young.

“A simple, hard and fast story,
culled straight from the heart of
life.”—A London opinion of “Hindle
‘Wakes."”

Mr. R. H. Sarsfield, who is well-
known on the vaudeville stage of the
provincial theatres at Home, returned
to New Zealand by the Mamari, and
Is at present recuperating in Auck-
land.- Mr. Sarsfield, who was horn
with the spirit of enterprise, started
the first permanent picture theatre in
Ireland, and coming over to Australia
some few years ago toured the West
with pictures and vaudeville, his own
particular specialty being light reflned
chorus work, with songs specially
written for him. Arriving in New
Zealand he enlisted in Christchurch,
and now on his return he is on the
look out for talent with a view of
securing a2 small company of returned
soldiers to tour the smalls. More
particulars of his scheme will bhe
given later on, when it is more
thoroughly formulated.

One day while waiting by 1he *?phone”

To send a message of my own,

T heard across the lines a call,

In urgent, anxious accents fall—

“Is that you, Central? Hurry, do!

Please put me on to 2-0-2.

1t’s closing time, I'm late, I'm sure;

I'm after Woods' Great FPeppermint
Cure.”

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING

AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

MISS WENDY DALE, who, with Alphonse, gives an entertain-
ing turn of melody and humour that is proving very popular
on the Fuller circuit.

In the soubriguet of Wendy and
Alphonse i3 hidden the identity of
Mr. and Mrs. Erncst Luks, both well-
known to Aucklanders for their gifts
in entertaining. Mr. Luks recentiy
returned home from the war, and
as he sings, plays and has a nice
comedy sense, he built up the pre-
sent Iittle act, which is graced by his
piquant partner. The latter features
her husband’s iatest song success,
“I'm Going Back to New Zealand,”
which enjoys a wide popularity with
the diggers,
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The Woellington Amateur Operatic
Society has arranged the follewing
cast for “The Mikado,” to be produc-
ed early In November: The Mikado,
Mr. W. W. Crawford; Nanki Poo, Mr.
Herbert F. Wood; Ko-ko, Mr, A. W.
Newton; Pooh-Bah, Mr, F. G. Twiss;
Pish-tush, Mr. Charles Moore; Yum
¥Yum, Miss Helen Gard’ner (Dun-
edin); Pitti Sing, Miss Anne ' Sulli-
van; Peep-Bo, Miss Queenie McInner-
ney. The part of Katisha has not
so far been allotted,

The southern tour of the “Digger
Pierrots proved a great triumph. In
Dunedin last Thursday week—a rTe-
turn performance, as the “Diggers”
passed through on their way to
Christchurch — the house, at 5s., 3s.,
and 2s. totalled some £270, and many
had to be turned away. At Balclutha,
Gore, Invercargill, Oamaru and Tim-
aru the “Diggers’” had the same royal
welcome. It is undersiood that after
their demobilisation, they will make
a comprehensive tour through the
Dominion,

“0.K.,” in the *“Bulletin”: Fred
Leslie, who made his mark in Lon-
don as Ivy Shilling’s partner, has
gceored now as a comedian. Hig part
in a musical medley is a character
sketch of *a fatuous Hnglish general,
who tells his German wife all his
campaign plans’—which, by the way,
indicates a healthy English irrever-

ence where the intelligence of Eng- -

lish generals is concerned. English
critics find him not merely a dancer.
but a most versatile and resourceful

THE PONY BALLET~—A feature each week In new dances and poses of
Bert La Blanc’s revues, now in full swing at the Qpera House, Auckland.

Mr. Victor Roberts. the only son
of Mr. F. Roberts, of the Auckland
Opera House staff, has recently re-
turned after four years' active ser-
vice, and has joined the Allan Wilkie
Company.
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Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy Black, the
well-known musicians, have returned
to Christchurch permanently; Mr.
Black having been appointed manager
of the Liberty Theatre and Christ-
church representative of the New
Zealand Picture Supplies, Limited,
and Mrs. Black musical directress at
the Liberty. Mr. and Mrs. Black
were entertained at various farewell
parties in Gisborne, and general re-
gret was expressed at their departure.

If ¥ want a FULL STRENGTH dis-
infectant then aak for "FIBRO'L" and
or apply to the
206 Hwobson Street,

comedian. With Leslie as with little
Percy, hard work and exiravagance
seem to have found keener admira-
tion in London than they did in Aus-
tralia. He was hardly thought of asg
a “resourceful comedian” here. IHis
success in acting parts was based on
his agility, supported by his raucous,
ineisive voice and his brisk mechani-
cal style.- He never rivalled Lauri
in public estimation, any more than
W. 8. Percy did. One remembers
him in “The Orchid” as the man who
returned from the “wilds of far Peru-
00-00” chiefly because of his somer-
saults with the aid of a walking stick.

WELLINGTON NOTES.

(By “Lorgnette.”}
WELLINGTON, Augusi 25,
Ouce again we are in the throes of
trouble, the seamen and firemen hav-
ing decided to prolong the strike. 1If
fhings go on as they are doing it

a3

seems a remote chance of New Zea-
land playgoers witnessing the panto-
mime, “Goody Two Shoes.” The
combination is duc in Melbourne in
November to rehearse the coming
Christmas attraction, and if the panto.
gets to the Dominion it will be a
hand-gallop tour. Mr. Charles -M.
Berkeley, Mr. John Farrell and Mr.
‘Wills have been in Wellington for
some weeks past, working like Tro-
jans in the preliminary business, but
their efforts seem to go for nothing.

Mr. “Billy” Low is back again in
town, lJooking considerably pinched.
His last bout of sickness was a bit
over the ordinary, but he hopes to
be on the road again with some at-
traction that is sure to catch the pub-
lic eye.

MUSIC NOTES.
(By “G" String.)

For some time past it has been
reported that Sir Harry Lauder is
about to retire from the music hall
stage, and colour, if not confirmation,
is given Lo this statement by the fact
that he is taking into his own hands
the managecment of all the farms on
his recently-acquired Glenbranter
Estate in Argyllshire.

Mr. Peter Dawson, the well-known
singer, has been engaged by the J.
C. Williamson firm, and will become
a member of the Grand Opera Com-
pany.

Mr. Marion Green, the new Ameri-
can baritone, who recently scored a
big success in Messager’s romantic
opera, “Monsieur Beaucaire,” in Eng-
land, is still on the sunny side of
30, and unmarried. He is a graduate
of the TUpper Iowa TUniversity,
whence, after obtaining his degree,
he proceeded to Epworth College,
where he studied music and singing.
Ultimately, he became a pupil of
Campanari, at one time a popular
Covent Garden tenor. Now that the
young singer has made his mark in
London it need be a secret no longer
that Beaucaire is "the first role he
has essaved on any stage. TUntil he
made hia first appearance on the
Prince of Wales’ stage at Birming-
ham a couple of weeks previous to
his London appearance it is a fact
that he had never worn grease paint
or stage costume, so that the un-
deniable success he scored is all the
more remarkable,
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LIAJESTY‘S T}IEATRE.

C. WILLIAMSON, LTD.
EVERY EVENING AT EIGHT.
A - LAN W ILKIE
Supported by

MISS FREDISWYDE HUNTER-WATTS
AND HIS BRILLIANT COMPANY,

LAST NIGHT TO-NIGHT OF
Tl‘l]:. l\_;[IDhIGHT “ hDD.II\AL:

NEXT FPRODIICTION,
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY,

For the First Time in New Zealand,
H'~¥DLE W+ KBS
HINDLE ‘W]AKES.

Box Plan at Wildman and Arey’s.

Day Sales at Coleman's.

PRICIZS: Reserved Seats, 4s.; Front
Stalls, 4s.; Dress Civele, 3s.; Stalls
{back), 2s.: Gallery, 1s. (plus tax).

NO EARIY DODRS.
FULLER'S OPERA l lOUSE.
Direction .. Ben. and John IFuller, L.td.

TO-NIGHT — AT
ERT L.A BLANC'S 101y TRAVESTY
STARS,

Tuneful, Hilarious, Splendidiy Opulent,
In the Speced Limit of Fun,
“THEN THREY WOKE UP."”

EDGAR RBENYON, the Iloyv Juggler.

THE DELEVANTES, Trapeze Triumphs

WENDY AND ALPHONSE,
Digger's IDuo.

JOLLY JOHN LARKIN.
HARRINGTON REYNOLDS DRAMA-
TIC COMPANY,

In the Troblem Playlet,

“THE DIVORCE QUIESTION.”

EIGIIT — TO-NIGHT

Iuller’s Purely Nominal Charges: D.C.
and R. Stalls, 2s.: Up. Circle, 1s.; Res.,
2s. 6d. (plus tax). Plan at Anglo-
American Music Stores, Queen Street,
till 5.15; then at Segedin’s (ophosite
Theatre}, till 7 p.m. QOverture, at
"Phone 3748,

Fr1iIs8s NITA
M A

Will Take Pupils in
MODERN BALLROOM DANCING.
Tuesday Nights, St. Mark's Hall,

Remuera. Monday and Nriday Nights
at Masonic Hall, Jervoeis Road. Terms,
ete,

WEBSTER

27, HORNE BAY ROCAD.
'Phone 1904,



