
RACING NEWS

RACING FIXTURES, 1919.

June 27, 28—Hawke’s Bay J.C.

July s—Waikato5—Waikato Hunt R.C.
July 8, 10, 1.2—Wellington R.C.

EVENTS REQUIRING ATTENTION.

Wednesday, June 25.

Acceptances first clay Hawke’s Bay
J.C. winter, at 8 p.m.

Friday, June 27.

Weights second day Hawke’s Bay J.C.

winter, at 8.30 p.m.
Acceptances second day Hawke’s Bay

J.C. winter, at 9.30 p.m.
Acceptances Waikato Hunt R.C. an-

nual, at 9 p.m.

Monday, June 30.

Weights first day Wellington R.C.

winter.

Thursday, July 3.

Acceptances first day and entries

Trial Plate and Selling Race Welling-

ton R.C. winter, at 9 p.m.

Wednesday, July 9.

Weights second day Wellington R.C.

winter, in morning papers.

Acceptances second day Wellington

R.C. winter, at 12.30 p.m.

Friday, July 11.

Weights third day Wellington R.C.

winter, in morning papers.

Acceptances third day Wellington

R.C. winter, at 12.30 p.m.

RACING CLUB FORMED AT

ELTHAM.

The recent meeting held at Eltham,

and over which the Mayor (Mr. G'.

W. Taylor) presided, for the purpose

of forming a racing club in the dis-

trict, was marked by that enthusiasm

which promises well for the new ven-

ture, the success of which appears

assured once the totalisator permit
is secured. The fact of 204 persons

already having signified their willing-
ness to become members of the club

is without doubt sufficient indication

of the unanimous support which the

proposal to form a racing club in

Eltham has met with, and at the

recent meeting the necessary formali-

ties in connection with the formation

of the new club were completed, and

it will be known as the Eltham Rac-

ing Club. An application for the

registration of the club has been

forwarded to the metropolitan dis-

trict committee, which will forward

its resolution regarding the applica-
tion- to the president of the Racing
Conference, to be dealt with when

the latter sits in Wellington next

month. In the event of the registra-

tion being granted, as there is every

reason to expect will be the case, the

new club will be entitled to hold a

race meeting whether a totalisator

permit is available or otherwise. The

granting of the latter principally de-

pends upon Cabinet’s decision in re-

gard to the all-important matter of

sanctioning the additional permits
which are so obviously needed in face

of the undoubted expansion of racing
in the Dominion, where quite a num-

ber of new racing and trotting clubs

have been formed and are naturally
seeking totalisator licenses. The sub-

ject of extra totalisator permits is one

of vital importance to every supj-

porter of racing, and the announce-

ment of Cabinet’s views on the matter

is awaited with no little concern.

The loyal spirit in which the racing
and trotting clubs of the Dominion

accepted the reduction of race days
when the curtailment was instituted

as a war measure must make a strong

’appeal to the sportsmanship of the

Cabinet members, particularly when

it is generally known that many of

the clubs, with heavy financial obliga-
tions to fulfil, suffered a severe set-

back as a result of the loss of per-
mits and the reduction of racing days.
The New Year brought about a restor-

ation of the full number of racing

dates to those clubs that still had

meetings to run during the second

half of the 1918-19 season, and in

almost every instance advantage was

taken by the clubs concerned of re-

verting to the old order of things.
The size of the fields, the wide extent

to which the various meetings were

patronised, and the financial results

of the fixtures afforded undeniable

proof of the fact that the restoration

of permits was fully justified. The

rapid expansion of both racing and

trotting throughout the Dominion has

never been more clearly demonstrated

than during the season now coming
to a close, and naturally the demand

for extra permits has become more

and more insistent Without addi-

tional permits the sport will assured-

ly suffer a severe handicap in the

future, and no opportunity should be

lost by those directly concerned with

the welfare of the sport in the

Dominion of pressing the claims for

the extra race days which circum-

stances conclusively prove are vital

to the interests and growth of both

racing and trotting.
The committee of the newly-formed

Eltham Racing Club recently inspect-

ed eight separate racecourse sites,

and as a result of their investigations
have the two most suitable properties
under offer. One of these is Mr. John

Campbell’s 100 acres situate on the

Mangawhero Road, 2% miles from the

Eltham Post Office, while the other

consists of Mr. J. T. Quin’s farm,
situate on the Mountain Road, and

also within 2% miles of the P.O. The

latter property is regarded as an ideal

site, being level and providing plenty
of scope for a mile course, with ample
space for grandstand, other buildings,

lawn, saddling paddock and motor en-

closure. Mr. Quin, however, is not

prepared to sell, but is willing to

grant a five years’ lease with the

option of a renewal of 10 years at

the end of the term. Mr. W. Morri-

son, president of the Stratford Rac-

ing Club, who was present at the

meeting .pointed out that the chair-

man of the conference had made the

ruling that every racing club must

have the freehold of their property.
Mr. Morrison contended that the site

upon the Mangawhero Road appeared
to him likely to prove a most suit-

able course. Horse-owners would, he

believed, treat them generously. He

considered the Eltham people fortun-

ate, as they had a site which would

probably provide them with a first-

class course. (Applause.) He fur-

ther advised them to obtain as much

land as possible within reason—the

mistake made by many clubs was in

failing to provide for the future. Mr.

Morrison added that the course would

lip a much better one than the old

Pa tea course, and could be made into

a better one than that of the Strat-

ford Club.
With regard to the property on the

Mangawhero Road the land is bush

swamp, fairly high and dry, and as

there seemed some doubt as to whe-

ther the soil was sufficiently firm to

stand racing the opinion of experts
has been secured, and meanwhile the
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selection of a course is held over for

decision, at a future meeting.
The following officers were elected:

Patron, Mr. C. A. Wilkjnson, M.P.;

vice-president, Mr. J. Briscoe; com-

mittee, Messrs. M. McGarry, E. Pat-

ten, John Campbell, F. Casey, J. L.

Campbell, A. R. Cronin, and Harold

Gibson; auditor, Mr. C. L. Wilson,
pro tern. At a subsequent meeting

of the committee, Mr. W. J. Tristram

was appointed secretary of the club,
and Mr. Gl. W. Taylor hon. treasurer.

Mr. Tristram’s offices were appointed
the offices of the club.

WINTER RACING CARNIVAL AT

TRENTHAM.

The list of entries received on

Friday evening last by Mr. A. E.

Whyte, secretary of the Wellington

Racing Club, for the three days’ win-

ter carnival to be held at Trentham

on July 8, 10 and 12, are distinctly

encouraging, and must constitute a

record for this particular time of the

year. The leading event, the Wel-

lington Steeplechase, has attracted

20 nominations, included among the

number being Master Lupin, Waimai,

Troublesome, Bon Reve, Coalition,

Master Strowan, while the names of

Cynic, Foeman and Diavolo are also

to be found among the 20 entered

for this three and a-quarter miles

cross - country event. Twenty - two

horses figure in the list of entries

for the Winter Hurdles (two miles),
Euripos, Cynic, Calma, Thrace, Mul-

tive and Jeannot being some of the

recent winners of note nominated

for this event. The Parliamentary

Handicap (one mile and a-quarter)
has drawn the excellent entry of 30,

so that there is plenty of material

available to ensure a good field in

the principal flat race of the open-

ing day. The entries for the lead-

ing events on the second and third

days are highly satisfactory, and

there is every prospect of the fields

in these jumping races being of bet-

ter calibre than in previous years.

The South Island is not very strongly
represented in the steeplechases,
Vascular being the main hope, but

with Euripos (provided he has fully

recovered from his mishap), Jeannot

and Calma as representatives in the

hurdle contests the trio will prove

formidable if sent north.

A DOUBLE WINNER AT THE DUNEDIN JOCKEY CLUB’S WINTER MEETING.—Messrs. J. and M. Leon-

ard’s br g DARDANELLES, aged, by Battlefield—Miss Hillsborough, who accounted for the First and Third

Hack Steeplechases at Wingatui. G. Feilding in saddle.

DEATH OF MR. PERCY MARTIN.

The death took place at Hastings
on Saturday week of the well-known

trainer and some time owner of race-

horses, Percy Martin, who had been

suffering for some years with an in-

ternal trouble but was well enough
to attend a football match during the

afternoon. Returning therefrom he

had not long reached his home when

he sat down and almost immediately
expired. He was one of the old boys,
who graduated with the late Mr.

Henry Redwood, “Father of the New

Zealand Turf,” as that sportsman was

familiarly referred to. He was 67

years of age, and in the early days of

racing in Nelson was with the bro-

thers George and Edward Cutts and

R. J. Mason, and later on with the

lates Sam Powell and R. Raey, well-

known horsemen and afterwards

trainers, S. Powell being the first of

the most successful starters in New

Zealand before the barrier came into

use. T. and A. Lyford and for some

time E. J. Rae were associated in

the same stable, and were amongst
those best known as Redwood’s boys.

The deceased sportsman, for he was

one in every sense of the term, for

years trained horses after leaving Mr.

Redwood, some on his own account

and some for various clients, and later

took the position of trainer for a

number of Hawke’s Bay sportsmen

and finally as private trainer for Mr.

S. H. Gollan, acting in that capacity
in New Zealand and for a time in

Australia. Some of the horses he

trained and which met with success

were Tiraillieur (winner of the New

Zealand Cup, Canterbury Cup, Great

Northern Derby, Hawke’s Bay

Guineas, J.C. Handicap, Napier
Stakes, Wanganui Derby), Bonnie

Scotland (A.J.C. Derby), Tiraillerie

(Oaks, Northern Champagne), and

Tirant d’Eau (N.Z. Cup). With Na-

moa, Jet d’Eau, Tire, Captain Webb,

Darnley, Kimberley, Ival, in New

Zealand he won races for Mr. Gollan,
and also with the jumper Norton.

Seahorse was a’so trained by Martin

when that horse won all his three-

year-old engagements, which included

the N.Z. Cup, Derby, and Canterbury

Cup, not to mention other races. The

number of winners he trained would

take up a lot of space to tell of.

Percy Martin had numerous friends

and was very generally esteemed.
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