
The Bishop of London, preaching
at a memorial service at St. Martin’s-
in-the Fields, said that he wanted to

see people free from that supersti-
tion of perpetually visiting mediums

for tile purpose of getting into com-

munication with the other world. He
had never seen any information which

had given them the slightest help,
and such proceedings, in his opinion,
were a waste of time and made per-

sons restless and unhappy.

Sir Thomas Mitchell, builder of the

first Dreadnought, recently died at

Southsea, England, aged 75. He was

asked to build the ship in the record

period of 18 months, and did it in

12. He was knighted at the launch-

ing of the sister vessel Bellerophon.
Practically the whole of Sir Thomas’

life was spent in dockyards. He

began at Chatham as an ordinary

apprentice. His son, Lieutenant

Alexander G. Mitchell, 21, was killed

in a German air raid on a French

hospital, Where he was lying after an

operation.

The war record of the Cunard

Steamship Company, states that of

their original fleet of 26 steamships,
15 were lost. Of the ships acquired

subsequently, eight were also sunk,
making an aggregate loss of 56 per
cent, of the fleet’s total tonnage. In

addition, seven chartered vessels

went down. Altogether, 650 seamen

were drowned. Serving as armed

cruisers, transports and hospital

ships, the fleet steamed 3,500,000

miles, nearly a million soldiers and

sailors, and ten million tons of food-

stuffs and cargoes were transported,
in addition to a hundred thousand

tons of fuel oil for the Navy, which

was carried in the double bottoms.

In two years, the company managed
nearly 400 ships other than their
own, and nearly 500,000 American

soldiers were brought to Europe, the

Aquitania being responsible for 60,000
in nine trips.

During the course of his visit to

Liverpool, Sir David Beatty, in reply
to a question as to what he thought
the' odds were against Jutland prov-
ing to be the last naval battle in

history, promptly said: “A thousand
to one against.” This statement has
since been challenged by several

leading admirals, whose comments
have appeared in “The Weekly Des-

patch.” Admiral Sir Hedworth Meux

says: “It would seem an inevitable

concomitant of human life that wars

should occur. They have been tak-

ing place since the world was creat-

ed, and there appears no ground for

imagining that we have reached the

millennium. Consequently, there will

be battles, not entirely on the »sea,

perhaps, but below and above it.”

Admiral Sir William May: “I cannot

believe there will be no more bat-
tles.” Admiral Sir George Callaghan:
“Naval battles* will recur so long as

the sea flows and human ambitions

exist.”

Any person who is at all super-
stitious would' have had ah anxious

time if he had been on board the

troopship Athenic, which left New

Zealand in June last with the 39th
Reinforcements. Bishop Sadlier men-

tioned in his address to the Nelson

Senior Cadets recently that before

the vessel left Wellington the ship’s
cat went ashore, which was consider-

ed a bad omen, but it was captured
by the crew and taken aboard again.
The vessel left on the 13th of the

month, and in the Panama Canal the

cat fell overboard, and to prevent it

from drowning it was shot by a

soldier —another ominous happening.
During the voyage it transpired that

there were 13 officers on board and

there were 13 boats on the ship. At

Jamaica the Athenic went ashore, and

the troops -vyere transferred to a

Dutch cargo tramp and called at New

York. The voyage across the Atlan-
tic occupied 13 days, and the con-

voy consisted of 13 destroyers, and

they arrived at Liverpool on 31st

August (the figures reversed). Inci-

dentally, Bishop Sadlier mentioned
that the O.C. celebrated his 39th

birthday on board (three times 13),
and they were the 39th Reinforce-
ments!

A supplement to the “London

Gazette” recently contained a com-

plete list of Victoria Crosses awarded

between August, 1915, and the

Armistice, and for the first time dis-

closes the locality in which the

Crosses were won. In all there are

346 awards, 139 being to officers, 111

to N.C.O.’s, and 96 to men. Crosses

were won near London and as far

afield as Hafiz Kor, India, where there

was serious fighting. All the “bad

places” on the Western front, which

to thousands of men will be a dread-

ful memory for years, are in the list,

including Ypres, more than a dozen

times; Thiepval, Hamel Wood, Pas-

schendaele Ridge, Le Transloy, Vil-

lers-Bretonneux, Trones and Delville

Woods, the Yser Canal, Arras, Poel-

capelle, Martinpuich, and Gievenchy.
The battlefields of East Africa, Pales-

tine, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the

Dardanelles also figure, while records

of brave flying are found in the

awards to Captains Ball, McCudden,

and Bishop. Men from almost every

part of the British Empire are in the

roll—Canadians, South Africans, Aus-

tralians, New Zealanders, and men

of the Indian Empire. Among the

V.C.’s are three clergymen and five

doctors, including the late Captain N.

G. Chavasse, who won his V.C. in

1916 and a bar to it a year later.

The death recently occurred at Pre-

toria, South Africa, of Jack Hindon,

the Boer scout, known as the “Train-

wrecker,” who was largely responsible

for Lord Kitchener’s difficulties on

the Delagoa Railway in the later

stages of the South African War. He

was born in Scotland, but, going to

South Africa at an early age, after-

wards sided with the Boer popula-
tion. Many stories were told about

Hindon’s strange career. He
.

was

said to have been a British private
who fought with Sir George Colley

at Majuba, but he always denied that

he served in any British force. Dur-

ing the South African War he saved

a British officer whom the Boers had

captured and decided to shoot, by

smuggling him away in a waggon.

During his successes as a train-

wrecker several expeditions were told

off to capture him, but he proved as

elusive as de Wet. He surrendered

at Balmoral in May, 1902.

"ASK LOASBY ABOUT IT.”

ROOM 24, HIS MAJESTY’S ARCADE

(The lift puts you down at my

door).

In soliciting your support let me

tell you my qualifications, to prove

to you that I am not an adventurer

or an itinerant quack.

For well over 40 years I have made

a hobby of prescribing. I built up an

enormous business in Christchurch

by my ability to do my customers

good.

I sold out for the biggest goodwill

ever paid in the Dominion for a

chemist’s business.

The Hospital Board, on January 6,

wrote thanking me for the work I

did during the Influenza Epidemic:

"First in assisting to organise the

campaign, then preparing various
standard medicines in superlative
quantities and later in giving your

special professional knowledge in

assisting members of the medical

profession in visiting and prescribing
for hundreds of sufferers.”

Do you think the Hospital Board
would send me a letter like the above

if I had not proved I was competent
to prescribe, and this when it was

often a matter of life or death?

I treat all minor ailments such

as Rheumatism, Sciatica, Lumbago,

Stomach, Liver or Kidney Troubles,

Indigestion, Fulness after Eating,
Constipation, Poverty of the Blood,
Nervousness, Low Spirits, Noises in

the Head, Sore Legs, Varicose Ulcer-

ation, Skin Diseases, Coughs, Colds,

Influenza, Catarrh—all the ailments

that make life miserable yet do not

confine you to bed.

A. M. LOASBY,

The Only Prescribing Chemist,

ROOM 24, HIS MAJESTY’S ARCADE

(The lift puts you down at my

door).

Advice and medicine (full week’s

supply), 4/6, children 2/6. Country-
patients treated by letter. Send me

full details of how you feel, enclose

8/6 for adults, 4/6 for children and

I will send you post free a double

sized bottle with full instructions and
advice.

At a recent test of the Isaac Pit-

man Shorthand Writers’ Association

(states "Pitman’s Journal”), Mr. Her-

man J. Stich, an American court re-

porter, wrote under most rigorous
rules at the rate of 300 words a

minute for five consecutive minutes,
and then presented a transcript that,
with only two immaterial errors, al-

most reached perfection, the percen-

tage of accuracy being 99.9. Mr.

Stich’s performance is described as

the finest in the history of short-

hand.

“It is an extraordinary thing, but

no matter what New Zealand pro-

duces, that production is of the best

quality in the world,” remarked Mr.

J. C. N. Grigg in his address at the
Christchurch branch of the Royal
Colonial Institute. Incidentally, Mr.

Grigg remarked on the enormous value
of the Panama Canal to New Zealand,
and said that whatever New Zealand

could spare would have a great mar-

ket in New York in future, a matter
which it would be extremely foolish

to ignore.

As men and women pass their prime
The all-eroding wills of time

Break down each life sustaining force,

And they to "aids” must have recourse.

But cough and colds through every stage

Assail from infancy to age;
And in each case relief is sure

When using Woods’ Great Peppermint
Cure.

* BOVRIL
WsW and the War
By Appointment.

Those who have given up Bovril in

order that the fighting men should have

it can now obtain their share.

During the War Bovril was so indispensable to

the soldiers, wounded, and the people in the United

Kingdom that it had to be retained in the British

Isles, where it is made, or sent to the fighting fronts'.

Fresh supplies of Bovril have now

reached this country and no one need be

any longer deprived of the wonderful

body-building powers of this unique food.

CARTRIDGES.
Specify

SCHULTZE OR LIGHTNING
Powder when Ordering your Cartridges.
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Unexcelled for

REGULARITY and RELIABILITY.
Made in England by

THE SCHULTZE GUNPOWDER CO., LTD., LONDON

Capital, Directors and Employees are

ALL BRITISH,

Agent: Mr A. H. BYRNE, P.O. Box 131, DUNEDIN
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