
OPERA HOUSE.

A top-liner at the Opera House

this week is Nikola, magician and

shadowgraphist, who provides an

interlude at once interesting and

amazing. He has an abundance of

mystifying tricks, but he strikes out

in a new line with his silhouette

novelty. By the deft manipulation of

his hands, shadows thrown on to a

screen materialise into wonderful

likenesses, a long list of well-known

war celebrities being designated in

this way to spontaneous outbursts of

applause. Miss Elsa Brull and Mr.

Arthur Hemsley, two of the cleverest

artists that have ever paired up on

the Fuller circuit, are back again and

meeting with a rousing welcome. To

see them imitate a Lancashire lad

and his lass at a football match and

two cockneys at the movies is a

scream all through, while Mr.

Hemsley’s character song of the

“Johnnie” order” is capitally done.

Mr. Louis Alsace is responsible for

an enjoyable musical act on violin

and ’cello, his numbers including
excerpts from “11 Trovatore,” the
“Barcarolle” from “Tales of Hoff-

man,” and “The Rosary.” Selections

on the “Alsacephone,” a cleverly-
constructed instrument of pleasing
tone, concluded the turn. Mr. Leon-

ard Nelson, who is giving request
songs this week, had a great call on

Monday for his old classic “Mr.

Booze,” as sung by different tempera-
ments. Mr. Nelson has done good
work here in popularising Corporal
Campbell’s poems featuring the Aus-
tralian larrikin, and his latest con-

tribution, “Divine Right,” referring to

the Kaiser and the Crimes Commis-

sion, is treated with high elocutionary
merit. The second part of the enter-
tainment is taken up by Mr. Tom

Haverly and his Kewpies in a re-

vival of “The Man in Black,” Mr.

Haverly and Mr. J. P. O’Neil bear-

ing the main brunt of the comedy in
their Irish burlesques.

Her Excellency the Countess of

Liverpool and party from Government

House were present at the opening

performance of “Maytime” at His

Majesty’s on-Saturday night.

The English Pierrots according to

arrangements made by Mr. Victor

Beck were to open in Wellington
this week, but owing to the em-

bargo placed on passengers from

Sydney, it has been decided to ex-

tend the Australian season.

A wire from Mr. Maurice Ralph
states that the “German Naval Sur-

render” film is doing wonderful busi-

ness in the south, a return season

having to be played in Dunedin.

Marlborough is being visited now,

and Auckland will see the notable

picture about the middle of June. In

conjunction is Madame Marie Power,

an operatic contralto of magnificent
voice and personality, who is hav-

ing great receptions everywhere.
Mr. Ralph adds “Will be picking up

Sir Harry Lauder later on”.

By the Makura, left for America
and London Mr. George A. Highland,
despatched by the big J.C.W. firm to

see, mark and inwardly digest what

first-class attractions may be going
begging in London and New York,
with the view of securing anything
that may be lying around of first-
water calibre for production “down
under.”

Miss Nellie Stewart has received

a cable telling of her daughter
Nancye’s engagement at a Broadway
theatre. The young Australienne had
only been in America five days when

she was signing a contract with a

well-known theatrical firm. Miss
Nellie Stewart will shortly rejoin her

daughter in America.

Madame Antonia Dolores, the world-
famous French soprano, has post-

poned hex’ Christchurch season until
towards the end of this month, so as

not to interfere with the local com-

petitions. Madame Dolores is at pre-
sent giving concerts in the south,
and will visit the West Coast before
appearing in Christchurch. Her man-

ager, Mr. Duncan Neven, reports that
the great singer has had a remark-
ably successful tour in New Zealand.

In the cast of “Petticoat Fair,” a

new musical play staged in London
under Robert Courtneidge’s direction,
are three performers known in Aus-
tralia — William Cromwell, Edwin
Brett and Emmaline Orford, all in
the original Australian cast of "Miss
Hook of Holland.”

Miss Dorothy Brunton, who, at lat-

est, had replaced Miss Winifred
■Barnes in “Soldier Boy” at the
Apollo Theatre, London, will, at the
conclusion of her present engage-

ment, appear in musical plays under
the Sack management. The indica-
tions are that it will be a long time
before the young actress is again
seen in Australia.

“I took a gambler’s chance and
went to Broadway—the only place
where you can make good.” The
chance was all in Mr. Jerome Patrick’s
favour (says the Sydney “Daily Tele-

graph”). Aided by natural gifts which
soon brought him to the forefront,
Mr. Patrick, as leading man with
David Belasco for three and a-half

years in America, has appeared suc-

cessfully in many first-class plays

since leaving Australia. He returned

to Sydney by the Sonoma, to attend

to private affairs, which will shortly
take him to New Zealand. Speaking
of his experiences, Mr. Patrick smil-

ingly recalled how someone remarked

to him before his departure from

Sydney: “Let me tell you, my boy,
there are 10,000 actors' out of work

in Amer.’ca. I suppose you will be

cast as leading man on Broadway.”
Fortune favoured him; a few years

later, and that prediction, offered

satirically, was fulfilled. Since then
he has appeared undei’ engagement
to Morosco, Klaw, and Erlanger,
Frohman, and Belasco. He has a

great admiration foi’ Belasco’s genius
in theatrical production: “A man who

seeks for the best in youth, encour-

ages ideas, and with a great staff

around him.” Mr. Patrick enlisted

with the Canadian Expeditionary
Force, but after being in camp for

some months rheumatism laid him

low, necessitating his discharge.
“Theatrical business in New York is

booming,” says Mr. Patrick. “You

see, too, types of people in New York

to-day the city man never saw before.

They are coming in from all the

places outback to greet their boys
home from the war—and a fine type
of folk they are.” Mr. Patrick, who

before entering the theatrical profes-
sion, practised as a dentist in Dun-

edin, came out from New York in

connection with the death of his

father, was detained in Australia by
illness, and will now be further de-

tained by the quarantine regulations.
It is stated that Messrs. J. and N.

Ta’t have persuaded him to produce
Galsworthy’s “Justice” (in which

Lionel Barrymore made an immense

hit in New York) and Cosmo Hamil-
ton’s “The Blindness of Virtue” be-

fore he returns to his American

engagements.

Here is an item from the London

“Daily Express” of March 4 that will

be of pleasing interest to New Zea-

landers:—A comedian new to London,

Mr. W. S. Percy, made an exception-
ally good impression at the Criterion
Theatre last night in a musical ver-

s'on of the old farce “Betsy,” called
“Oh! Don’t, Dolly!” Mr. Percy, who

is an Australian, had a fine reception
—the “Coo-ees!” were terrific—and he

is evidently destined to become a

popular favourite. The clever new-

comer is a little man of the Willie
Edouin type. His style is nippier
than Edouin’s—almost as brisk as
that of Arthur Roberts. He sings
well and dances brilliantly. His

humour is unforced and seemingly
spontaneous. Mr. Percy looks like

Sunny Jim in the part of an ex-book-

maker turned tutor to a pair of young
sparks who appear to be permanently
attached to a peripatetic Beauty
Chorus. The “bookie’s” maltreat-
ment of Latin and French in his

attempts to play the pedagogue is

richly farcical. It appears, for ex-

ample, that there is a Latin adage,
“Mens conscia recti,” which, being
Percily interpreted, means, “All men

have a sticky conscience.” Apart
from Mr. Percy, the piece possesses

little claim to distinction, even

though about half a dozen authors

and composers were called at the
finish. The original “Betsy” had a

plot and a flavour all its own; the
musical version is just a madcap
jingle, formless and incoherent. The

acting and concerted singing were so

ebullient that the audience was car-

ried by assault.

THE BEWITCHING CABARET GIRLS in Act 3 of “Katinka,” the melodious comic opera, which will be
revived at His Majesty’s Theatre, Auckland, next week.

“For services rendered to his coun-

try and to the British Army,” Harry
Lauder has been knighted. At a

luncheon party in Sydney someone

asked, “Is it to be Sir Harry or Sir

Henry?” The knight looked shocked.

“Everybody knows me as Harry!
Why, it wouldn’t be me if I was Sir

Henry. I was christened ‘Henry,’ but
for the last 20 years in signing con-

tracts I’ve always signed ‘Harry.’
I’ll be ‘Harry’ always, to everybody!”

* * • •

Mrs. E. J. Righton gave a most en-

joyable afternoon tea in Wellington
for Miss Carrie Lanceley, who is at
present touring New Zealand with
her musical company. The Mayor
(Mr. J. P. Luke, C.M.G.) and Mrs.
Luke were present and made happy
little speeches of welcome.

• • • •

Mr. Charles M. Berkeley, “the ir-

repressible,” after launching the for-
tunes of the Royal Comics in the
most masterly manner, left on Mon-
day for the south, taking Palmerston

North, Wanganui and Masterton en
route. The next big spot is Christ-

church, Where the company opens on

June 5, with “Maytime.”

Mr. Teddy Elliott, the well-re-

membered ventriloquist with the
Smart Set of a few years back, has
a concert company of his own in
England now and is doing excellent-
ly. The “Pronouns”, he styles his
band of entertainers.

JJOYAL QOMIC QPERA Q.OY.
BOX PLANS FOR THE ENTIRE

SEASON ARE NOW OPEN AT WILD-
MAN AND AREY’S.

JJIS -fyJAJESTY’S QXHEATRE.

Direction: J. C. WILLIAMSON, LTD.

Manager John Farrell

THE GAIETY SEASON.

Australia's Greatest Musical Organisa-
tion in Australia’s

GREATEST COMIC OPERA
REPERTOIRE.

J. C. WILLIAMSON’S

QOMIC QPERA QOY.
Including

FLOKENCE YOUNG.

SECOND PRODUCTION.

TO-NIC HT—THURSDAY—TO-NIGHT
(MAY 15).

For the First Time Here.

The Brilliant Three-act Musical Comedy
with Music by Ivan Caryl! and

Lionel Monckton,

QH! QH! QELPHINE.

QH! QH! QELPHINE.
Music, with a Swing, a Story with a

T nf pre tty Girls, and

THE QUEEN OF
EVERYBODY’S FAVOURITE,

JQ A T I N K A.

A T I N K A.

FOR THE LAST TWO NIGHTS OF
SEASON,

THE BRIGHTEST AND BREEZIEST,

rp H E 1N K QAD Y.

rp H E ,p IN K AD Y.

Plays Produced by George A. Highland.

EACH PRODUCTION IN EVERY
DETAIL EXACTLY AS STAGED AT

HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE, SYDNEY.

Dress Circle and Orchestral Stalls,
65.; Back Stalls, 35.; Gallery, Is. Early
Doors Is. Extra. All plus tax.

Day Sales at Coleman's (H.M. Theatre
Arcade).

QOMIC QPERA QOY.
NORTH ISLAND TOUR:

WANGANUI—May 26, 27: “Maytime,”
“Oh! Oh! Delphine.”

PALMERSTON — May 28, 29: “May-
time,” “Oh! Oh! Delphine.”

NAPIER—May 30, 31: “Maytime,” “Oh!
Oh! Delphine.”

MASTERTON—June 3: “Katinka.”

PLANS OPEN usual places THREE
DAYS PREVIOUS to performance.

JjIULLER'S QPERA ppOUSE.

Direction: Ben. and John Fuller, Ltd.

An Assemblage of Four Huge Star Acts
and a Revue-Pageant of Fun!

Headed by

NIKOLA,
NIKOLA,

The Master of Black Magic, Direct
from the Famous London Homes

.of Mystery,

Instantaneous Triumph Achieved by the
Famous English Stars of Comedy,

Elsa —BRULL AND HEMSLEY—Arthur

LEONARD NELSON ALSACE.

mOM HAVERLY AND HIS KEWPIE
-

1
- KIDS.

In their Latest Vehicle of Colour and
Fun,

“THE MAN IN BLACK.”

FULLER’S FAMOUS FEES:
D.C. and 0.5., 25.; Stalls, Is. 6d.; Up.

Circle, Is.; Reserves, 2s. 6d. (plus tax).
Plan at the Anglo-American Music
Store, Queen St.; till 5.15. Thereafter
at Segedin’s Ideal Sweets Store, op-
posite Theatre, until 7. ’Phone 3748.

QI T Y OF AU C KLAN D.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE
AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD.

Pursuant to Section 10 of the Local
Elections and Polls Amendment Act,
1913, I hereby give notice that the
number of valid votes received by
each Candidate for the office of Mem-

ber of the Auckland Harbour Board
for the City of Auckland, is as fol-
lows:—

DAVIS, ERNEST HYAM . . 5719
ENTRICAN, ANDREW

JACK 6007
HUTCHINSON, GEORGE

ROWLAND . . .
.

5239
N E R H E N Y, PATRICK

JOSEPH . .
. . 4860

WILLI A M S, ARTHUR

GEORGE . . . . 4140
Informal . . . .

.
. 309

And I hereby declare the said

ANDREW JACK ENTRICAN,
ERNEST HYAM DAVIS,
GEORGE ROWLAND HUTCHIN-

SON,

to be duly elected to such office.

Dated this 10th day of May, 1919.

GEO. R. HOGAN.

Returning Officer.
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