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Photographs of private motorists in

their cars, snapshots taken while on

tour, or accounts of motoring trips
and other items of interest to car-

owners, will be inserted in these

columns if posted to “New Zealand

Sporting and Dramatic Review,” P.O.

Box 52, Auckland.

It is anticipated that the American

output of motor cars will be back

to normal about June of this year,

whilst the majority of manufacturers

hold the opinion that prices are

likely to stay up, owing to increased

cost of material and production.

It is anticipated that 20,000 motor

trucks constructed for use by the

American Army will, when released

by the war authorities, be turned

over to the American postal service

for use in country districts.

Mr. Howard Nattrass, of Welling-

ton, has just returned with his party
from a trip through the Hot Lakes

district. He found the trout-fishing

on Lake Taupo excellent. The wea-

ther was all that could be desired,

and every bit of the journey was

enjoyed.

It has been decided in Auckland

that in future the Auckland Motor

Boat and Yacht Association will meet

the steamers which bring drafts of

soldiers back to their native land.

During last month 16 motor cars,

nine motor cycles and two lorries

were registered in Hastings.

Captain J. A. Carr, D.5.0., of the

Royal Air Force, has been granted
his discharge, and will return to

Auckland. He was present at the

surrender of the German fleet, and

went with the New Zealand conting-
ent which occupied Samoa.

Advice has been received in Auck-

land that Messrs. O. M. and H. V.

Coverdale, sons of Mr. Thomas Cov-

erdale, of Kaiwaka, North Auckland,
have gained their commissions as

lieutenants in the R.A.F., having suc-

cessfully passed through the aviation

camps at Hastings, Bristol and Ux-

bridge. They received their training
at Kohimarama.

The Point Halswell Road, Welling-
ton, once so popular with motorists

and others, has been closed ever

since the war started, but the newly-
formed Seatoun and Bays Progress-

ive Association intends to urge the

removal of the restriction as soon

as peace is declared. The associa-

tion will also press hard for the con-

struction of the road from Seatoun

to Lyall Bay.

Mrs. Gentles, who was injured in

a motor car accident at Wellington,
succumbed at the Hospital. The

motor car ran over the side of Wil-

ton Road, just beyond Devil’s bridge,
and Mrs. Gentles was thrown out and

sustained concussion of the brain.

A motor car belonging to Mr. N.

L. Gtirr, of Dannevirke, which was

removed from outside a hotel in

Rangitikei Street the other evening,
was found near the show grounds
next morning. Apart from a couple
of small tubes being broken, the car

was undamaged.

With a view to testing the durabil-

ity of concrete roads as compared
with those made of tarred macadam,
the Works Committee of the Christ-

church City Council recommended
that the tarred macadam now being
laid at the junction of Tuam Street,
Lincoln Road and Riccarton Avenue,
be extended for two chains along
Lincoln Road and that a further two
chains of the road be laid down in

concrete. The estimated cost of

each was as follows: —Concrete, two
chains by 36 feet, at 12s. per yard,
£316 165.; tarred macadam, two

chains by 36 feet, at 3s. 9d. per yard,
£99. The committee selected Lincoln

Road for the test as it carries trac-

tion engine traffic in addition to a

large amount of vehicular traffic.

This was agreed to by the council,

but. on the suggestion of Councillor

E. J. Howard, it was decided that a

chain in reinforced concrete should

also be laid down.

Miss Violet Bell, a daughter of Sir

Francis and Lady Bell, who has been

a member of the Motor Transport

Corps in England, has received the

M.B.E.

• • T •

Mr. Sydney Mair, engineer to the

Rangitikei County Council, who took

a flight over Rangitoto recently, said

he enjoyed the sensation immensely.
He made the ascent in the Kohi-

marama Flying School’s recently-im-
ported hydro-seaplane, which is 56

feet across the wings, and is operated
by a 125 h.p. six-cylinder engine. Mr.

Mair said that they went over the

slopes of Rangitoto, and in the des-

cent, the machine planed down so

swiftly that she was skimming along
the water of the harbour before he

realised they were down.

* • • «

A narrow escape from a serious

accident occurred in the Manawatu

Gorge when a large motor car, in

rounding a bend too sharply, had

one of its wheels wrenched off. The

front of the car dived into the road-

way with such force as to imbed the

springs in the gravel, within a few

inches of the bank, while the outer

whftfil was torn off and sent flying

into the river below. One ‘of the

motorists attempted to recover the

missing wheel by diving for it, and

his efforts were watched with the

liveliest interest by a large number

of other motorists, whose cars had

been hung up by the accident.

Flight-Lieutenant Clarence Umbers,
of Dunedin, came up to Auckland last

week to join the Suevic in order to

proceed to London. He has been

recalled to England by the Air

Board. Lieutenant Umbers is the

son of Mr. Charles Umbers, post-
master at Moray Place, Dunedin, and

distinguished himself as an airman

on the Salonika front, where he

gained the distinction
;f
of an “ace,”

by sending five eneiriy airmen to

earth.

The storage of petrol aboard aero-

planes required for long distance fly-

ing is going to present a problem on

high powered machines. The “Lib-

erty” standardised engine consumes

36 gallons of petrol an hour with

open throttle, and 30 gallons an hour

for average travelling. The oil con-

sumption is about gallons per

hour. It therefore means that any

aircraft meant to travel a number

of hours without alighting must

carry quite a load of petrol. It is

not the weight, it is the bulk that

is going to trouble designers of the
commercial long distance aircraft.

Captain Christopher Musgrave, eld-

est son of Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Mus-

grave, of Christchurch, has been

awarded the Air Force Cross. Cap-

tain Musgrave left New Zealand with

the Main Body as a private. He

was wounded at Gallipoli, and was

invalided to New Zealand suffering

from enteric. In April, 1916, he was

discharged. On becoming convales-

cent he went Home and joined the

Flying Force, and served for seven

or eight months at the front in

France. During the past year he has

been second in command of the Aer-

ial Fighting School at Heliopolis.

* * * *

Who will be the Henry Ford of

the motor cycle industry? is a ques-

tion asked by one of the leading
American motoring journals. There

is no doubt a tremendous market is

awaiting the designer and manufac-

turer of a popular priced fool-proof
motor cycle that anyone can ride—

in fact, a machine for the masses.

There appears to be no reason why
a medium-powered machine—built in

huge numbers —on the standardised

system adopted with such great suc-

cess by Ford with his car, should

not be marketed in the region of

from £2O to £25. In the past it has

been the classes rather than the

masses who have been catered for.

In fact, in America the flrst-c’ass

motor cycle outfit sells at more than

the Ford. For those who can afford

it, the £lOO side-car outfit is well

worth the money, but what is wanted

is a real utility machine at a rea-

sonable figure.

As excellent as our automobile

engines now are some engineers do

not hesitate to say that they are far

from as efficient as they should be—

and might be—in the use of fuel. If

improvements can be effected in this

direction they will be duly appreci-
ated; but the question arises whether

the perfected engine will require any
more skill to operate it than the pre-
sent types. A favourite statement of

manufacturers has long been that

their designs are “fool-proof,” and

while this expression is not very

complimentary to their customers, it,
in fact, covers a considerable per-

centage of the driving public; and

the splendid record of the modern

car bears witness to the truth of
the makers’ claims. There are un-

doubtedly many engineers who al-

ready know how to build a better

engine, but are deterred from the

attempt by the fear that they would

not be properly handled. On the

other hand, the very reliability of

the modern engine makes the aver-

age owner indifferent to all technical

problems of operation, and even to

the proper care of their machines.

<

A popular jaunt with Auckland
motorists is to Muriwai, near Wai-

mauku, a pleasant run of about
hours from town. With its beautiful

beach, stretching for over 30 miles

along the West Coast, it has been in

great demand all the summer with

motor car owners, and in a few years

time as its possibilities become more

widely known, it should be one of the

tourist resorts of New Zealand.

Even now it is not unusual to see

500 people make the trip out on Sun-

day, and several prominent Auck-

landers have secured allotments near

by with a prevision of future days.
There is a strong protest voiced how-

ever against the condition of the

roads giving access from the city.
Don Buck’s Hill, for instance, is a

veritable quagmire after a little rain,

though the formation of the Devia-

tion removes a good many disabili-

ties. But considering that the road
is the main north avenue to Helens-

ville, “it is a great pity,” emphasised
a well-known motoring authority the
other day, “that the powers that be
can’t see their way to keep it in

better order, pointing to the desir-

ability of all main artery roads being
taken over by the Government.” It
would pay from every point of view.
It would open the eyes of the public
to the advantages of Muriwai as a

tourist resort and would give an im-

petus to the farming industry of the

surrounding district. Three miles
from the beach on Mr. John L.

Roche’s farm is a delightful wonder

spot — the Okiritoto Falls — a power-
ful cascade set in a framework of
beautiful bush scenery, which tour-
ists would travel many miles to see.
Once upon a time the falls were uti-
lised to generate the power for a

flaxmill erected in the vicinity. Now
their utilitarian glory has departed,
and they divert themselves to their

own natural course.

ALFRED FRITH AND THE J. C. WILLIAMSON AEROPLANE IN WHICH HE MAKES A FLIGHT IN

THE FAMOUS AVIATION MUSICAL PLAY, “GOING UP,” NOW BEING PRESENTED AT HIS MAJESTY’S

THEATRE, AUCKLAND.

BNIFF UP, GARGLE or SWALLOW

FLUENZOL
for Throats, Colds or Influenza.

CHILDREN’S RESTLESSNESS.
A feverish aad fretful child w a

great • bother in a hooaehold and dis-
turbs the rest of others. Narcotic* and
soothing syrups should ba avoided.
Huil-tea&pooaful dooes of Fluanaol (1/1
and 2,6) will rhpidly allay fsvorieh-
aem without any injurious effects

whatpoevur. Health authorities coes-
■»*ad Fluansei. H
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