February 20, 1919,

MOTORING & CYCLING.

(CONTINUED:)

The - need for more moter cars
being placed at the disposal of the
Wellington Voluntary Motor Corps
for the transport of returned soldlers
to their homes upon days oun which
drafts arrive was stressed at a re-
cent meeting of the corps. The
Mayor (Mr. J. P. Luke) said that he
was particularly pleased with the
generous spirit shown by a number
of members of the corps, but a
larger membership and a greater en-
thusiasm were necessary if the work
of the organisation was to be sue-
cessfully performed. He suggested
that in order that the tramsport of
the whole of the men might be ade-
quately met people who owned motor
cars should provide taxi cabs as sub-

stitutes on occasions when they could

not lend their own cars for the pur-
pose. More help in the direction he
had indicated was needed. In fact,
he thought that something better
would have to be done in regard to
receptions to returned men. If they
desired that the soldiers shoutd get-
tle down in civil life in no disgruntl-
ed spirit then they should encourage
them to do so by =according them
warmer welcomes on their return to
their native land. Captain W. Pryor,
who has charge of the work of the
corps, in remarking that more en-
thusiasm was necessary, expressed
his appreciation of what a number
of the members and the ladies had
done. But they could not carry on
their work unless they had the as.
sistance of all the motorists in Wel-
lington. On a recent occasion the
corps had mnot carried out its job
thoroughly, and the result was that
a car had to be hired. He appealed
to all the members of the corps to
attend in full force every time 2a
transport arrived. He suggested that
means should be devised of restrict-
ing the number of soldiers’ relatives
who attend the wharves and the rail-
way stations. Cases frequently oc-
curred where motor cars were over-
crowded, and this was likely to re-
sult in damage to the cars. ‘'‘There
is one thing I want to speak out
about, and it is a matter upon which
1 feel very strongly,” remarked Mr.
Pryor. “That is that hardly any of

our wealthy people are represented

in the membership of the corps. The
wealthy people of Wellington have
not given us the assistance they
should have done” He thought that
a committee of two should be set
up to interview the wealthy people,
and point out to them what was their
obvious duty to the returned soldiers.
Flags were waved to the men when
they went away, but some people
hesitated to turm out to welcome
them when they returned. All mem-
bers present signified that to the best
of their ability they would place thelr
cars at the disposal of the corps to
meet returning drafts of soldiers. A
resolution was also carried to the
effect that the secretary, Mr. H. J.
Stott, by circular and advertisement,
should invite all motorists not on the
roll of the Wellington Voluntary,
Motor Corps to place their cars at
" the disposal of the corps for the
transport of returned soldiers. It was
also decided that on future occasions
no more than three next-of-kin per
soldier should be carried on the
motor cars of members of the corps.
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A “victory” motor run is to be
held shortly by the Auckland Auto-
mobile Association, when the inmates
of all the Juvenile charitable institu-
tions will take part. It is estimated
that fully 80 or 100 cars will be re-
quired to convey all the children, and
it has been decided to circularise
members of the association, and also
- private owners regarding the provis-
jon of cars, Mr. G. W. Hutchison,
the secretary, who brought the mat-
ter up, stated that now that hostil-
ities had ceased motoring should re-
ceive a great impefus, and the asso-
ciation should embark upon a pro-
gressive policy and endeavour to en-
rol every motorist in the Auckland
district as a member. He suggested
that if a ‘“peace” or “victory” run
were held, it would have the object
of bringing the activities of the asso-
ciation under the notice of every
private motorist, each -one of whom
would be invited to take part in the
run, and it would also serve to cele-

brate the victory of the Allies. A

“yictory” run would give an enjoy-
able:outing to those who were unable
to afford a motor ride.
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NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW,

Cloge upon 100 speclators were out
on the Trotting Club's courzse at Sock-
burn, when training operations for
the motor carnival were in progress.
The big attraction was the “try out”
of the aeroplane v. motor cycle race,
which was successfully brought off.
Mr. J. Mercer, in the 100 h.p. Cauld-
ron, did five laps of the mile course,
and Mr. E. C. Hinds, on his 7 h.p.
Indfan took the part.of the motor
cyclist. Hinds did one lap at over
65 miles per hour, and it looks as if
the race at the carnival will be a
close event. Mercer had a passen-
ger, but will not carry one in the
race.
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If the average business man were
told that the most profitable way to
use a motor truck s to run it empty,
he would, says an American writer,
probably consign his informer to the

gentle care of a commission in
lunacy, But tle owner of a certain
slate mine in the up-state part of

New York would merely nod wigely
and remark that he had noticed the
same thing. The quarry in quéstion
is a mile and a-half from the railroad
station. The running time for a
round trip is accordingly small, in
comparison with the combined load-

ing and unloading time, This brings
it about that when the truck is used
in the ordinary way, as a truck for

'carrying the slate, it spends most of

its time standing dead at the shaft-
house or the station, being loaded
and unloaded. This, of course, is
plainly bad; but the remedy requires

- a good deal of vision in the seeing,

and even more nerve in the believing.
In the present case, after a good deal
of persuasion, the quarry man was
brought around to give the trailer a
trial. He brought three of these and
issued orders that henceforth the
motor truck was not a truck at all,
but simply a locomotive. It rums con-
tinuously, never carrying a load on
its own bottom, but always hauling
one trailer. It leaves the mine in
the morning with a loaded trailer.
hauls this to the railroad, plicks up
the empty trailer left at the last trip,
drags this back to the mine, and
when it gets there the third car is
loaded and waiting. In this ‘way
there is always one trailer loading,
one unloading and one en route in
one direction or the other. Twenty
round trips are made in a ten-hour
day, and six tons of slate delivered
each trip. Operating on this schedule
the cost of hauling the slate to the
trains has been cut in half, and the
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owner, who was frankly sceptical
over the idea of running his :trué}i4
with 4ll that space on its filoor vawn'
ing to'the skies for a load, is enthusi-
astic over the trailer. ' :

PHILIP LEWIS |

Expert Motor Car
Radiator Repairer.
DOME MUD

CUARDS AND
PANELS,

BREFPAIRED.

MOTOR GAR
SHEET METAL

WORK

OF EVERY
DESCRIFTION.

CHANCERY ST. (OFF HIGH S8T.),
AUCKLAND
{(Next G. Henning's Garage).

Telephone 3283,

Terrcnams Rienulr Ri¢ LONCOM

PLUGS

LEQ RIPAULT e C.
4. POLAND ST.LONDON, W,

TELEPrOnE CERRARD 77358

Points about Cérs.——4.

EASE OF MANIPULATION.---How often

is the value of an otherwise good car lessened by -
the little difficulties in manipulation which ctop
up in practice ? They are not easily described,
but your chauffeur probably tells you that # she

is awkward.”

This cannot be urged against the “Austin” which,
whether driven on the open road or in the densest
traffic, is always under the most absolute control.

It is essentially the “no worry” car, and thus is

speéially “suitable for ladies.

Ma,y we not add your
name to our Priority List?

SCOTT MO”

Wiite at once for Agency proposition.

New Zealand Representatives:

-

[OR AGENCY
68, DIXON STREET, WELLINGTON. "
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