December 19, 1918,

THE SCENERY WITHIN
OUR GATES.

Now that the great World War has
resulted in the peace we all so de-
voutly longed for, and people are
again able to pause and get the true
perspective of the trend of events
during the years of upheaval, many
soul-searching questions are already
being asked that for very shame oT

fear of ridicule will remain un-
answered. That statement is not onl_y
true of international aifairs, but it

applies with equal force to the
smaller affairs of life within our own
Dominion.

Why, for instance, should it have
required a set of War Regulations,
carrying with them the embargo on
foreign travel, to bring home to New
Zealanders the fact that at their very
doors and within the shores of their
own courtry' lies scenery of moun-
tain, lake, and frozen glacier, rival-
ling and even surpassing the much-
vaunted grandeur of the more civil-
ised and tourist trodden scenic resorts
of other countries?

Yet it hias been so, for from north
to south of the Dominion you may
hear the same story from the resi-
dents of tourist resorts. Never have
they had such seasons as since the
war started, even in the best of the
so-called tourist seasons. And bear
in mind these visitors to the resoris
are New Zesalanders, not oversea
trippers, and that these same moun-
tains, lakes and glaciers have beein
silently beckoning to them for all
their lives and they have taken no
heed until the War Regulations closed
the exits of their country, and they
had to turn perforce to such resorts
as lie within the Dominion.

These are the people who each
yvear heretofore took their trip to
Australia, the Islands, or even further
afleld, confident that their own coun-

" try could offer them nothing in the
way of competitive pleasure and re-
laxation. Will they again stray
afield after having, even though by
compulsion, discovered the majestic
grandeur of our own gcenie resources?
‘We think not. The realisation of the
magnitude of our scenic endowment
is coming home very thoroughly to
the New Zealander, and as each sea-
son the enterprising companies cater-
ing for our relaxation increase the
facilities of travel and bring once
distant beauties within easy travel
reach, so each year a greater nun-
ber of those who inherit this maz-
nificent birthright get the nearer
vision, and eventually,. but surely,
come to grips with mountain pass
and snow-clad peaks. : ’

One excursion 'in particular stands
out in looking back over many trips
to all possible, and almost impossible,
places in the Dominion that we have
covered, and that is “The Grand
Motor Tour.” The title at first sight
looks an Americanism, almost flam-
boyant in Its claim, but in actual fact
it is no misnomer. It “is” grand
every foot of the way, and the fact
that the Journey is accomplished in
‘the utmost comfort in high-powered
motors, driven by tried and skilled
drivers, does not in any way detract
from the pleasure experienced. It is
almost too luxurious and much too
swift, for although the drivers are in
every way most courteous they have
their schedule to keep and can afford
short time to linger on the road.
And those mountains want time.
Time to appreciate their eternity and
overwhelming grandeur, and time for
the individual to realise that only
clean things, and thoughts, and
health belong up there.

The journey is mot tiring—it is too
beautiful, and the constant opening
up of new vistas keeps the scnses
keenly strung for each fresh sight.
No attempt- at detailed description of

the trip can be made here, it would

take a book to itself, and a big book
at that, to open up a mental vision
of the journey. And then it would be
badly done, for some things cannot
he deseribed—they must be absorbed.

A motor trip of 300 miles, which
touches a height of 4000ft—where
else can it be had? Everywhere care
is taken that no human need should
go unserved—morning tea, afternoon

tea, good meals and excellent aceom-

modation are to be had all along the
route, and at any point the journey
may be broken, to be continued at
a later stage when one is rested or
has sufficiently absorbed the beauties
of that particular spot. o

.To show the comprehensiveness
of the tour, without attempting a de-
scription, it is sufficient to say that
the following places are touched at:
Starting from Fairlie, the home of
the DMt Cook Motor Co, Ltd., the
order of the tour is as follows:—
Lake Te Kapo, Lake Pukaki (here

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING

a fine view of Mts, Cook and Sefton).
along the shores of Lake Pukaki to
Tasman Valiey and the Government
hostelry the Ilermitage, on again §o
Omarama, up the Ahuriri River and
over the Lindis DPass (30001£t.),
through grand and wlld gorges. Then
Pembroke and Lake Wanaka. Pem-
broke to Queenstown takes one
through the Cardrona Valley and over
the Crown Range Pass at a height
of 4000ft.

AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

To rush this trip would be to lose
much of its beauty and the mental
rest that should be experienced.
Break the journey, not once but sev-
eral times. Those who econduct the
tours are prepared for every vagary

" of the traveller, and courtesy. dis-
paich and certainty of safe arrivul
have done much to make the “Grand
Tour” the premier trip of the TDo-

minion.

The l..eﬂac.ling Hotel is « =
Hotel Langmuir,

TAUMARUNUI.

(Rizht opposite Station.)

Heated Rooms, Hot and Cold Water
in Bedrooms. Electric Light. Mod-
ern Service in all Departments. Com-
modious Sample Rooms.

A. J. LANGMUIR
P.O. Box 81.

Proprietor.

'Phone 92.
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Yisitors to Wanganui,

‘Anzac Parade,'
WANGANUI,

E IS REPLETE WITH EVERY COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE,

AND RECOGNISED AS ONE OF THE LEADING PRIVATE

HOTELS IN THE DOMINION,

SEA AND COUNTRYSIDE.

IDEAL HOLIDAY HOME:

CROQUET LAWN,

MOTOR GARAGE, .
ELECTRIC LIGHT.

Four Minutes from Traln and Steamer.

MAGNIFICENT  VIEWS FROM THE BALCONY OF RIVER
AN
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Waitomo Caves
Hostel.

Waitomo, Ruakuri,
and Aranui Caves,

Reached by Daily Train
from

Waellington or Auckland.

THE Government Hostel

at Waitomo is situated
in a position from which the
caves can conveniently
visited, and is connected by
Telephone with the local
Post and Telegraph Office.

TARIFF
"Adults = 10s per Day.
Single Meals 2s éd each.

Ohildren between the ages of three
and 12 half rates,

Obtain your tickets from the Govt.
TOURIST BOOKING BUREAUX

Wellington, corner of Grey and
Featherston Sts., opp. G.P.O.

Auckland: Custom Street.
NO EXTRA Charge for Booking,

HOTEL BRAEBURN, é

TEMPERANCE

HOTEL,
WHANGAREIL

First-class ascommodation, Kxcellsat

Cuigine. Every home comfort. Stabling
and paddocking. Horses for hire.

H. J. JAMES

JAMES’

Propristor.

‘Fumigate your

Throat with . ..
PULMONAS

Against Disease Germs. P -
MONAS kill influenza Germs, thTejlg-
by preventing germs getting a foot-

. hold, soothe an Influenza Throat;
Suﬂ’erel_'s_ from Chronic Coughs,
Bronchitis and Asthma. get relief
and sleep. 1/6 and 2/6 per box,
All chemists, or will be posted on
receipt of price to

STACEY BROS.,
Box 883, AUCKLAND,

WYNYARD ARMS HOTEL.

Corner Wellesley 8t. and Symonds 5t.,
AUCKLAND.

MRS, R. WELLS (late of the Vie-
toria Hotel, Petone) wishes to notify
her friends and the public that she has
taken over the above well-known House,
which has been reaovited and refurn-
ished and brought right up-to-date.
Permanent boerders by arrangement,
Telephone 1327,

CLEMENT WRAGGE'S

LOVELTY

TROPICAL GARDENS.

“W AT ATAS”
BIRKENHEAD, AUCKLAND,

A South Sea Paradise, an Indian Jungle,
Giorivus Palma, " Flowers, Bananas in
Actual Fruit,

Alzo Wrazga Institute, Museum, Art
QGullery.
Open Daily, 10 to 8, Admiassion, 1/1,

est Refreshments. .
Telescope, Astronomical Evenings and
Radium by Appointment.

The Greatest (thjer~t T.esson in all the
Dominton. o
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CAPSULES

PHYIICIANS RECOMMEND THEM
Of all Chemists . Made in Londen
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a pieasure Instead of a purgatory.
In tropical climes the posseaﬂon
of a car makes-a day's shopping
You just bow! along without ex-
ertion, your own speed creating a
refreshing breeze, which_ to the

pedestrian Is unattafnable.

The A.C. Is tne best fittle car
Imaginable for such expeditiona—
light, speedy, comfortable, econom-
ical and trustworthy. Its remark-
able simplicity makes the A.C.

fdeal for the lady-driver.

Government work precludes us
from supplying cars at present.
May we book your srder for post-

war delivery?

Auto-Carriers (1911), Limited

181-I182 Hercules Rd., Westminster Bridge Road,
LONDON, S.E., ENGLAND.



