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(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS.)

WELLINGTON.

Death of Mr. J. H. Pollock —Nev/

Zealand Horses Leave for Austra-
lia-Master Strowan and Gang
Awa’ to be Given Spell—Matatua
in Good Fettle.

WELLINGTON, Monday.

The death of Mr. J. H. Pollock,
which took place at Wellington on

Tuesday morning, removes a well-

known sporting identity, one who had

been closely identified with racing
and amateur athletics in New Zea-

land for very many years. For a

considerable period Mr. Pollock had

acted as handicapper for several rac-

ing and trotting clubs, and his skill

and fair mindedness in this connec-

tion was always a theme for admira-

tion amongst sporting enthusiasts.

For some time he was handicapper
to the Wellington Racing Club, but,
owing to a sudden attack of paraly-
se, he had to relinquish the position
four years ago, since when he has

been orac-ically an invalid. He

funeral, which took place on Thurs-

day, was thoroughly representative
of the sporting and athletic bodies,
all of which were in evidence, while

many beautiful wreaths were sent,
amongst them being several from the

racing clubs that Mr. Pollock had

been associated with. The deceased

is survived by a widow, two sons

and a daughter, who have the sym-

pathy of a wide circle of friends in

their sad bereavement.

By the s.s. Moeraki, which left

Wellington for Sydney on Friday
last, the New Zealand contingent of

racehorses belonging to Messrs. T.

H. Lowry, W. Richmond. and G. L.

Stead were shipped. Trainers J. M.

Cameron, F. Davis and R. D. O’Don-

nell accompanied the respective
teams, and in a conversation with

the writer they expressed their in-

tention of endeavouring to uphold
the prestige of New Zealand in rac-

ing affairs in New South Wales and

Victoria during the next few months.

All the horses, especially Desert

Gold, looked in rare buckle, and their

future exploits across the Tasman

Sea will be awaited with interest by
the sporting fraternity of New Zea-
land.

Mr. F. S. Easton has decided to

give Master Strowan and Gang Awa’

a spell. It is quite probable that the

pair will be found racing in Aus-

tralia next year.

All of Mr. T. H. Lowry’s horses,
viz., Desert Gold, Finmark, Killowen,
Estland and Kilhope, looked well to

the eye as they were shipped on

board the Moeraki on Thursday last.

The team should certainly fare well

across the Tasman Sea.

J. Ayres, at Trentham, has “Mr.

P. Soames’ ” two horses Battle Array
(Signor—Carissima) and Battle Song
(Signor — Armistice) looking really
well just now. This pair of typical
gallopers should soon be getting
their names on the winning lists.

The bay horse Dick, by Gluten—

Zealandia, is coming on nicely under

J. Ayres’ guidance at Trentham.

The four-year-old, who displays some

dash in his work, will in all pro-
bability be a competitor at the Dan-

nevirke meeting.
Cyresian, who was recently pur-

chased by the local sportsman, Mr.

H. W. Brown, will make his first

appearance in his new owner’s col-

ours this week at Marton.

C. Pritchard has Matatua, the

three-year-old filly by Birkenhead

from Sunbonnet, very well just now.

She is to compete at Marton this
week.

Rienzi (Signor—lsmene), who has

shown some pace on the track, is

to be tried over the hurdles. The
brown gelding is a solidly built cus-

tomer, and, being fairly fast on the

flat, there is every reason to believe

that he will prove a payable proposi-
tion over the obstacles.

J. McLaughlin, at Trentham, has a

couple of useful equines in training,
viz., Red Signal (All Red—Ancilla)
and Sunburst (Boniform — Rose

Petal), both of whom are giving
creditable displays on the training-
tracks. The pair are not being un-

duly bustled and should be cherry
ripe by October, when they will be

found competing at several of the

up-country meetings.
Intermezzo, the five-year-old mare

by Gay Spark from Prologue, is

doing all right in her training under

J. Ayres’ guidance at Trentham. The

chestnut will accompany her stable

mate Dick to the Dannevirke meet-

ing.
In talking over old time reminis-

cences with the New Plymouth

trainer, P. Johnson, recently, the lat-

ter recounted to the writer a feat

that he performed at Waitara about

20 years ago, when he rode lonic

and won four races with the one

horse in an afternoon. The races

won by lonic, who was top weight

in every event_he competed in, were

the New Year Handicap, Flying Han-

dicap, Waitara Cup and Welter Han-

dicap. lonic was owned by Mr. F.

Watson, who is now a popular stew-

ard of the Taranaki Jockey Club and

who raced Dummy, St. Laura, Oko-

ari, Muscatel, Battleaxe and many

others whose names are very fam-

iliar to old-time racing enthusiasts.

B. Russell, a son of the late Mr.

J. J. Russell (New Plymouth), of

Waiuku fame, is now on home ser-

vice at the Trentham Camp, being in

charge of the “clinque,” as this place
of detention is familiarly called, has

his mare Torero with him in close

proximity to the camp. The chest-

nut, who is a capital jumper, is

being trained by Mrs. Russell, who

hopes to have her charge ready to

carry silk by the time the spring
meeting of the Wellington Racing
Club comes up for decision.

Coalition,
_

who has proved one of

the best steeplechasers in the Domin-

ion since the beginning of last sea-

son, having won £lBlO in stakes, this

amount including his victory at Ric-

carton last month, is to be given a

well-earned spell from activity, and

will not be seen in action at the

spring meetings.

SOUTHLAND.

Zarkoma to be Treated to a Spell—
Latest Additions to J. Boyd’s Team

—Pleasure Seeker Joins G. Mc-

Lean’s String — Rorke’s Drift Re-

commissioned—Merrie Lad’s Pros-

pects in the South Island — Staff

Officer’s Improved Form—Kokowai

Benefited by Lengthy Spell.

INVERCARGILL, August 30.

Settled weather and firmer tracks

have brought about steady training

operations at Invercargill, Gore, Win-

ton and Riverton, with the result

that most of our leading trainers

control strong teams.

The steeplechaser Zarkoma was

sent home to South Hillend during

the past week to be spelled until the

steeplechase season again approaches.
J. Boyd now has a team of eight

horses in work on the Southland

R.C.’s tracks, the latest additions to

his string being the full-brothers

Gaberlunzie and Bonally. Mr. Ritchie,

of Nightcaps, the owner of the geld-

ings referred to, recently lost a two-

year-old full sister to the sons of

Sarto and Dinna Forget. She got into

a ditch and died from her injuries on

being restored to dry land.

G. McLean’s team was lengthened

last week by the inclusion of a three-

year-old filly by Nautiform—Pleasure

Seeker. When the old mare was

brought to Southland some time back

it was thought that she would not

survive the season, but in due course

she produced the 'filly referred to, and

it is now hoped that the daughter of

Nautiform will furnish into a worthy
Winton Stakes candidate. She is a

good-looking youngster.
Rorke’s Drift, who has been some-

what on the easy list for him since

the Dunedin J.C.’s June fixture, is in

active commission again. The Cali-

bre gelding will be entered for the

New Zealand Cup in due course, and

his admirers are quite prepared to

find him at Riccarton in November

next.

It is understood that Merry Lad,
who is now owned in Christchurch by

Capt. J. S. Barrett, is to be raced

between the flags in Otago and South-

land when opportunity offers. There

will be trouble in store for southern

’chasers when the son of Merriwee

Notable Performers on the New Zealand Turf.—No. 11 : ZARKOMA.

A PROMINENT SOUTHLAND STEEPLECHASER-MESSRS. C. AND R. ROLTON’S B G ZARKOMA, AGED, BY SARTO-KOMURI. W. ROBIN-
SON IN SADDLE. TRAINED BY P. T. HOGAN. During the past season Zarkoma won £765 in stakes, accounting for the Eastern Steeplechase
(2¾ miles) at the Gore R.C. s spring fixture; both steeplechases at the Winton J.C.’s annual meeting; the principal steeplechase at the Riverton R.C.'s

annual gathering; and the Wingatui Steeplechase (2½ miles) on the concluding day of the Dunedin J.C.’s winter meeting in June last.
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