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DISTRIBUTION OF PETROL.

BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY.

State control over the importation,
sale and distribution of petrol has
been decided upon by Cabinet as a
result of the umsatisfactory position
in regard to the digtribution of oil
_fuel. The Board of Trade Investi-
gated the matter at the reguest of
Cabinet, and have prepared regula-
tions, of which the following is a
summary to deal with the difficulty:

(a) All persons desirous of import-
ing petrol supplies into New Zealand
should approach the Minister in
Charge of Munitions and Supplies,
who will be guided by the advice of
the Board of Trade.

(b) When petrol is landed in New
Zealand, it is to be distributed by
distributors whe will be approved of
and licensed by the Minister in
Charge of the Munitions Department,
on the recommendation of the Board
of Trade.

{¢) These approved distributors
will be subjected to certain condit-
ions as regards the quantities of

supplies sold to consumers, and as’

to the price. The chief of these con-

ditions are:

1. No license will be required hy
distributors who acquire from import-
ers a lesser quantity than four
thousand gallons within any period
of 28 davs, but those distributors who
receive more than four thousand gal-
 lons within any ftsuch period will
have to comply with the conditions
as published, which include the ques-
tion of retail price as fixed for the
four main centres.

2 Distributors must also undertake
not to supply any individual with
more than four weeks' supply of
petrol for his requirements, and it
will be imperative on those applying
for petrol to clearly indicate, by
answer to a series of questions on
a prescribed form, what their_ re-
quirements are, and their holdings
at the moment of application,

3. Every person shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable under
the regulations who

(a) Acquires the ownership or
possession of petrol in brea.c.h of
the provisions of the regulations;
or

{h) Commits any breach of the

terms or conditions on which a

license has been granted to him

under the regulations; or

{e) Obtain any such license on a
false representation; or

(d) Fails to make any return re-
quired from him in pursuance of
the regulations; or

(e) Fails to make such return
which is false in any respect; or

(f) Makes any false representa-

tion for the purpose of obtaining a

supply of petrol from any other

person. .

1. The consumer will be required
to make returns to vendors in accord-
ance with the gazetted regulations,
and the penalties for failure or
breach are very heavy, as indicated
ahove,

‘While supplies of petrol appear to
be ample for New Zealand's require-
ments, it will not be necessary to
classify users further than as follow:
(1) Government and local bodies;
(2) businesses and professions; (3)
pieasure users.

The onus of seeing that the more
important and essential users get
what preference is necessary will be
upon the licensees and distributors.

A petrol committee, consisting of
those interested in the trade, will be
appointed to be associated with the
Minister in Charge and the Board
of Trade.

The maximum retail prices will be
for Class A {petrol, motor spirit, ben-
zine, naphtha and gasolene) and
Class B (distillate and naphthalite):

At Auckland, Wellington, Christ-

church and Dunedin.
Per case of not Per tin of not

{ess than 8 less than 4

gallons. galions,
Class A ., 27 & 12 9
Class B 22 6 i1 3

At Napier and Timaru. -
(Class A 28 0 14 0
Class B 23 0 11 6
At Wanganui, New Plymouth, and
Gishorne.

Class A 2% 0 14 &
Class B 24 0 12 0

At Invercargill.
Class A .. 29 6 14 9
Class B 12 3

24 6

(CONTINUED.)

At any place other than these ports
the maximum retail price of petrol
shall be the maximum retail price
fixed as aforesaid for the port from
which the seller customarily obtains
his supply of petrol, or where there
is no such customary port of sup-
ply, then for the nearest port, to-
gether in each case with such addit-
ion to the maximum retail price for
that port as is equivalent to the
actual cost of transportation from
that port to the place of sale,

Before the war, when a man set
about buying a car, generally his
ideas would be that he wanted some-
thing at between £200 and £250, or
between £300 and £350, or hetween
£700 and £800. In other words, at
that period, most intending owners
were in such a peosition that, on a
car salesman showing sufficient cause,
they could exercise appreciable lati-
{ude in the matter of the actual sum

Adv‘antages of motor transport availed of in Mesopotamia by the British military authorities.
vehicle adapted to rail traction conveving a unit of 27 men from a certain point to the front.

With the annual statistical abstract
published by the National Automobile
Chamber of Commerce, U.B.A, is a
statement that brings home forcibly
the fact that motor haulage has
become a predominant factor in pas-
senger trapnsport. The motor vehicle
carries annually almost double the
number of passengers conveyed by
the whole of the railways in the
United States and Canada. Yet, it
i pointed out,
motor industry is only about one-
thirtieth of that invested in railroads.
“It does mot require,” proceeds the
statement, “a very vivid imagination
to picture the future of the auto-
mobile industry. The huge task of
world reconstruction after the war
ig certainly golng to create an un-
precedented demand for motor-pro-
pelled vehicles,” To meet the com-
ing road traffic, the United _States
will expend upwards of 52 millions
sterling on highway construction and
improvement during the current year,
which was decided upon through a
developed appreciation of the utility
of motors as a means of relieving the
congestion on the railways.
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The Toronto-Hamilton Highway Com.
misgion (Canada), which controls 40
miles of concrete roadway bhetween
thege two chief industrial centres, has

the capital of the

July 18, 1918,

announced that it is prepared to take
care of motor waggon traffic on this
model reoad. Regulations lhave been
adopted by the commission for the
governing of the use of the highway
by “commercialised” traffic running
on a schedule basis. This has been
done in anticipation of the inaugur-
ation of a regular motor waggon ser-
vice between the two cities by coni-
panies authorised to conduct a pub-
lic motor transportatiom business.
Vehicles in the service will be licens-
ed for the purpose by the commis-
sion, and will operate under special
regulations, This is the first move
in Canada to supervise the operation
of trade motors on a regular route.
These regulations will not restrict
the free use of the road for trans-
portation purposes by those manlu-
facturing concerns which have fact-
ories along the route gnd which will
be using many vehicles for private
delivery.
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The production, importation,  dis-
tribution and consumption of petro-
lenmm in Italy has now hbeen brought
under State control. The available
quanlities, deduecting the amount set
aside for CQovernment requirenents,
are until further notice to be execlu-
sively reserved {or the needs of agri-
culture and for lighting purposes.

A Napier business
That a moderate.

powered motor lorry can transport such a bedy of men with ease and speed to any desired point on the rail-

pald' meost nearly to satisfy their
requirements. At home the first ob-
servable motoring after-effect of the
war will be to confine the individual
car purchaser within a very much
closer price range., While there will
be always a certain demand for cars
produced to sell wholly irrespective
of cost, a big increase is to he
looked for in the call for cars pro-
fuced with each model to fit a cer-
tain price category. After the war
the man with a £200 vehicle in his
mind will not be in a position to
pay £225 for one; nor will the man
with a £400 car in mind be able to
pay £500 because it will enable him
to obtain a machine superior to any-
thing that will be available for the
lesser sum. His [imit will bhe £400,
and nothing above that price will
interest him as a buyer. In other
words, to meet the post-war demands
of the public the motor trade will
have to keep retail price in mind to
a much stricter extent than has been
needful in the past.— H. Massac
Buist, in “The Autocar.”
* ¥ » *

Lack of proper lubrication is a
fruitful source of trouble in connect-
ion with wvalves, either through over-
lubrication causing carbon deposit or
lack of Iubrication leaving the sur-
face dry.
of the valve is affected, especially of
the exhaust valves, for they are ex-
posed to exireme heat., The general
result is sluggish action, but in ex-
treme cases the wvalves may get
seized or stuck in their guides. Ouft-
side oiling is only a temporary relief,
and entalls the trouble of taking off
the cover plates. Hence it is gener-
ally the case that the wvalves are
neglected.

SNIFF UP, QARGLE or SWALLOW

FLUENZOL

for Throats, Colds or Influenza.

In either case, the action

way system is, indeed, remarkable,

PER CENT. of fuel,
Palmer Cord Tyres, for Light and Heavy

The Tyre of Utmost Endurance

Built up strand by strand from {finest material—from the
elemental rubber.enclosed fine coiton strands, to the three-
ribbed rough-road iread—every siage of a Palmer Cord Tyre
is built to endure, to give comfort, and to cut out all that
tyre-heat which, in a canvas-lined tyre, saps an additional
TEN K PER CENT. of the engine's power, and wastes TEN

Palmer Fabric Tyres, for Motor Cycles,

Motor Cars, Cycle Cars, Motor Cycles, and

Cycles, and Autowheels.

Acroplanes,
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THE PALMER TYRE, Ltd,
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119/123, Shafteshury Avenue, Loadan, W.G. 2. Eogland,
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