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GREENROOM GOSSIP.

It is understood that Miss Kath-
lene MacBDonell, now playing in “L’-
Aiglon” in Melbourne, will be seen
in “Peter Pan’ in Sydney at Christ-
mas.

* * ) * £ -

Viola.__ Denny and Eddie Dunigan,
who will arrive in New Zealand for
Fullers, have made a big hit with
_ Australian audiences. When the mail
left they were playing their fourth
week in Newcastle, a town at which
acts seldom play more than a fort
night.

* w * *

Miss Daisy Merrit is to be Jdame
in the Fuller pantomime ‘‘The Bun-
yip” when It comes along to New
Zealand. When the experiment cf
having a woman play dame was tried
by Ben and John Fulier in Sydney,
there were many crities who raiscd

protesting eyelids. Daisy Merrit,
however, satisfied the most carping
on the opening performance. She

possesses the faculty of being silent-
1y funny, and her pantomime gestures,
quite apart from her comedy telk,
won her a big reputation during “The
Bunyip's” three months’ run in 3yd-
ney.
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NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW

Stigant?' I admitted the crime.
‘Well,” he went on, ‘what have ¥you
done with that sheep 1 lent you in
Abergavenny? - I nearly fell through
the pavement,” said the comedian.,
“Twenty-six years ago 1 was running
my own pantomime company through
small towns of Scotland and
At Abergavenny 1 put on
“Little Bo-Peep, in which I played
dame and several other parts. I bor-
rowed a sheep from an obliging in-

Wales.

habitant, but the show must have
proved too mmuch for it; it died the
second might after its slage debut.

The man who spoke to me in the
street the other day was the owner
of the sheep. You will thus see what
it means to have a past,” commmented

the comedian,
. = » *

“Phe Pink Lady. which is to be
staged In Auckland next month by
J. C. williamson’s famous Royal
Comic Opera Company, is paserd on
the French {arce “Le Satyre,” by
(Georges Berr and Marcel Cuillemand.
The English adaptation in the form
of the comic opera is of particular
interest in view of the fact that for
it were responsible twa of the most
noted composers and writers of musi-
¢al plays. The music was composed
by Ivan Caryll, of “Our Miss Gibbs”

MR. GUS FRANKS, the popular laugh maker in Walter Johnson'’s Re-

vue Company, appearing

in their sixth production at the Auckl!and

QOpera House.

In “The Pink Lady” Miss Florence
Young indicates what a mistress of
her art she is and how strong is her
. told on popularity. Miss Young has
one scene and one SOng in the second
act, vet her wonderful artistry and
personality make it a striking and
outstanding feature of the production.
In other hands the part of the Con-
tesse would be a “smali” part. Miss
Young makes it practically a gtar
role.

” * * *

Mr. Thomas James West, the kine-
matograph proprietor, who died at
Essex, England, on 350th November
lagt, left estate in New South Wales
valued at £26,486, of which £19,942
consists of shares in Wast's, Ltd., and
Olympia Ltd. The English estate is
of the value of £35,797. The late
NMr. West was one of the first to tour
New Zealand with pictures (and the
Bresciens).
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“The gueerest experience I ever
had happened to me a few days ago,”
said Arthur Stigant, who is appear-
ing as Sir Lewis Amery, & flirty old
golicitor, in “Mr. Manhattan” at Her
Majesty’s, Melbourne. “I was walk-
ing along the street when a man
gtopped me and asked, ‘Are you Mr.

fame, and to whose credit stands a
long list of musical successes, includ-
ing the “girl” series of musical come-
dies. The libretto and Ilyrics were
written by C. M. S. McLennan, who
wrote “The Belle ot New York.”
With such ideal cellaborat.on, it is
not surprising that “The Pink Lady”
has achieved such a wonderful suc-
cess whe\l:ever it has been staged.

SOUTHERN STAGE NOTES.

(By "Lorgnette.”

WELLINGTON. Octcber 29.

After many untoreseen delays and
disappointments to all concerned in
the theatrical business, it is pleasing
to note that the steamer .sailings have
been resumed, and that Dominion
theatregoers will come icto their own
agan. The labour troubles in the
Commonwealth must have cost theatri-
cal entrepreneurs a mint of money,
not even considering the pecuniary
loss that the members of the profes-
gion have had to suffer. And what
have the labour organisations gained
from the mad-brained move? Noth-
ing but misery and poverty, and all
through being blindly led by a crowd
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of irresponsibles, who have nothing
to lose and everything to gain. Thank
goodness the multitude of the work-
ers have seen the error of their ways,
and it is to be hoped they will think
hard before they are again led to
take any part in a dispute that is sure
to end in disaster, We are at war,
and it is not fair to the boys in the
trenches or their dependents that
industrial troubles should at the pre-
gent moment be conntenanced in any
way.

The Royal Comics arrived in Wel-
lington last Wednesday afternoon,
and after some twenty-four hours’
rest opened their nine nights’ season
al the Grand Opera House with the
musical comedy success “The Pink
Lady.” Full of excellent melody, pos-
sessing a coherent plot, and Aat the
same time leaving opportunity for the
colour and motion of chorus and bal-
let, the new piece made the fuyst
night’s -audience most enthusiastic.
The cast is a long one, and in a plot
that is not quite so fragmentary as
usual, most of the characters get a
chance. The principal characters
were all well placed, and did really
good work, both as regards singing
and acting. Special praise must bhe
given to Miss Florence Young, Miss
Minnie I.ove and Miss Gladys Mon-
crieff for their vocal efforts, whilst
the male principals, Messrs. Reginald
Roberts, Jack Ralston, Leslie Holland,
Claude Bantock, Charles Albert and
Phil Smith, were always in the pic-
ture. The plece is sumptuonsly
staged, whilst the dressing and group-
ings are in excellent taste, and make
the stage a constantly bright plcture.

During the nine nights’ season two
other pieces, new to the Dominion,
viz., “The Cinema Star” and "The
Red Widow,” will be staged. Mr.
John Farrell is business manager of
the tcur, whilst Mr. Robert William-
gon is acting as touring manager.

The English Pierrots originally in-
tended to play a three nights’ season
at the Grand Opera House, but the
business done was so excelient that
four more nights were played, covering
the race dates, This clever combina-
tion did splendidly in the big theatre,
and are thoroughly satisfied with the
business done.

The labour troubles in Australia
and consequent dislocation of shipping
caused a Dbig loss to the lessees
of various theatres in the Dominion,
through the various managements not
being able to fill the dates booked.

MUSIC NOTES.

(By “G” BString.)

Mr. H. Braithwaite, of Dunedin,
now in London, has won a scholar-
ship for composition at the Haoyal
Academy of Music. The competition
took place eon September 1%th, and
the result is just announced, Lis
mother,- Mrs. Joseph Braithwaite,
heing advised by cablegram. Mr.
Braithwaite chose as hig subject
Tennyson’s “Passing of Arthur.” The
scholarship is tenable for three years.

The news of his son’s Adeath came
to Harry Lauder while he was sing-
ing a comic song in a London music
hall. They handed him the telegram
when he came off the stage, and he
fell into a chair, says the Kansas
City “Star.” In his agony he rushed
over to France, and saw the grave
of his son and heard there the story
of how the boy had turned tc God
in the trenches, and of how bravely
he died; and then Lauder hastened
to comfori his wife in thelr Scottish
home. There a good old Secottish
dominie went to console him. He
found Lauder in an armchair by the
fireplace. “Ah," said Lauder, ‘“the
loss o' my honny boy garested Imme
sore” (greet is Scotceh for grieve).
“We were pals, my boy and I, anag if
you counld have seen that little white
cross in IFrance you might imagine
a little of the ache that cume into
my heart. and the emptiness that
came into my life. When a great

- blow like that hits a man he takes

one of three roads.
to despair, scur on the world, and
become a grouch; he may try to
drown his sorrow in drink, and be-
come a wreck; or he may turn to
God. I have chosen my road. I
have turned to God.” Since then
Harry lauder has been singing and
preaching to the soldiers in the con-
centration camps in England and in
the camps behind the battle-line in
France and Belgium. A worker for
the Y.M.C.A.,, recently returned from
the front, tells of a meeting held one
Sunday night in a bigz dugout so
close to the battle-line that bits ot
tursted shells, falling upon the board
roof, sounded like the tattoo of hail.
In the light of a few candles, a hun-
dred men, fresh from the front and
familiar with death, sat on the ground
and listened. while Harry Lauder told
them how he had turned to God.

He may give way



