a4

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DKAMATIC REVIEW.

Mareh 15; 1917,

X

/////ﬁﬂ
o

()4

,//”// ¢
7, /

DOV, By

UAHTHAINL ~M-0-N-O-~0=~O _n_o=ﬂ: -N-0—--O mh___

T

38
X
N
NN,
PR

N
N
A

N

u|1|||||||||mm'ﬁ' ‘
r

PIXTURES.

HIS MAJESTY'S.
Marech 10- -— Royal Dramatic
Comedy Company .
April 7-20—J. C. Williamson's Dramatic
Company
May 2i-June 2—J, C. Williamson, T.td,
June 4-11—Allen Doone
June 18-28—J. C. wWilllamson, Ltd.
Sept. 24-Cct. 10—7J, C. Williamson., Ltd.

and

In sgeasnn—Brandon - Cremer Dramatic

Clo.

HIS MAJESTY'S.

ROYAL DRAMATIC COMPANY,

Pr——

“SUNDAY.”

A piece with as much heart .nterest
as "sunday” is u sure card o Dhay
Lo theatregoers, ‘L'nolld. natewidiu s
comedy-drama  was played il .New
sealand solle el Years ax0 LY J. U,
wlamson, Ltd.,, with M.85 ‘L.lle.x
Brune in the nrame part, dllu Lue
rnoyal Dramatic Compauny have snown
3 UgpLY choice o reviving 1T .0 1ae
new generat.on ol pray-.overs.  oaul-
day™” 18 a SIOry ol vy esturll allelicd,
with the go.dfields for its setting. An
orphan g.rl named Sunday 18 be-
dueatned by a dying mate lo four
rougn miners, lamularly Known Aas
CJacky,” “iDavy,” “lowser’” end
“Lively,” who are pledged so.emiuy
togeiher “to stand by toe giri in the
days to come as we stood togeiner
N the days that are gone.” 'Thay give
ner an “edd.cation” to the best oo tueir
abiticy, and then draw cards a. to
whetner she shail g0 to a convent,
‘Lhe outer worid steps in in the rorm
of an wngushman, named Arthur
Brinthorpe, who insuits Sunday on the
eve ol her departure, and is snot by
JacKy. subseguently, Sunday i1s als-
covered py an guni, who takes ner to
KEngiland, where rate decrees tuat lhe
man with whoemn she 1aus 1n love
should be Colonel grinthorpe, other

of the man Jacky had kilied. wWith
this shadow unetween iheln, Sunuay
returns wes: 1o the “boys’” aga.n.

Colonel Brinthorpe iotlows, and sacky
makes a clean breast of th.ngs, and
relates the circumstances that .ed up
o the urder, wilch completaly ex-
onerate Sunday. "Thus brings abouc a
dramatic nnale, with happiness to
sunday and Brinthorpe.

Migs Madge Surtees crcated a dis-
tinctly tavouraun.e NpPression us HSun-
day, revealing nersell as & young
actress w.th brains and emotional
qualicies, wihiie her girashness and
mnhate sumuness of disposition heiped
her constaeraply towards an ideal por-
irayal ot the caaracter of that lovabie,
unspoilt chiid of the woods. Mr. Ron-
ald Riley prought judgment to bear
in h.s impersonacions of Arthur and
Coionel Bir.uthorpe, skituily contrast-
ing the two Lypes of men., Mr. Coi-
ville Duun distinguished the part of
Tom Oxley with his quiset acting.
Good character scudies ot the “boys”
ware presented by Messrs. Gerald
Harcourt, who, as frail old Lively,
gave fu.l value to the pathetic notes:
Mr. George hiew.sett, us Jacky, the
embodiment ot healthy nianhood:; Mr.
C. W. Throsby as Towszer, and Mr.
F;'ed. Coape as Davy, Miss Beatrice
Esmond, ag the stately Nrs, Naresby
(Sunday’s aunt), and Miss Mildred
Carlton, as the placid S.ster, credit-
ably sustained their roles.

“THE FORTUNE HUNTER.”

““The Fortune Hunter,” the smart
comedy to be presented on Thursday,
ig in some respects akin to “Get-Rich-
Quick Wallingtord.,” It is so chiefiy
in that it shows how a man down on
his luck enters upon a hazardous znd
fantastic sckeme to make money, finds
the scheme almost miraculously sue-
cessful, and ends by marrying a girl
in lowly state, who i3 one of the rfew
that do not run after him hecause of
the sham supzriority that he affecis
as part of the fortune hunting scheme.
In the case of Wullingford it was the
manufacture of ridiculously conceived
carpet-covered tacks, a scheme begol-
ten in desperation, that turned out a
magnificent success. Nathaniel Dun-
can’s (the fortune hunter) venture is
a matrimonial one,

The c¢asi of characters is as fol-
lows:—Nathaniel Duncan (the fortune

hunter), Mr. Ronald Riley; George
Burnam, Mr. Harcourt Hare; Larry
Miller, Mr. Charles Coyne; Harry
Kellogg, Mr. Fred. Coape; Tracey
Turner, Mr. Reg. Collins; Rona'd
Barnette, Mr. CGeorge Hewlett; Mr.
Sperry, Mr, Tom Vivian; Pete Will-
ing, Mr. C. B. Throsby; Robbins,
Douglas Harris; Sam Graham, Mr.
Gerald Marcourt; Josephine Lock-

wood, Miss Margaret Linden; Angie,
Miss Mildred Carlton; and Betiy
(iraham, the druggist’s daughter, Mics
Madge Surtees.

OPERA HOUSE.

Mr. Bert La Blanc’s merry band
has caught the vaudeville taste to a
nicety, and laughter is the regular
order of things all through the second
half of the programme, ‘“The Gay
Mrs. Cohn” was the title of the musi-
cal trifle offered on Monday, and the

«f the production. Top-lining the
frat portion of the evening was Miss
Maud Fanning, who hag returned
after a iong absence more vivacious
than ever, and had an enthusiastic
reception for her lively coon songs
and exposition of a Maori haka. Her
turn was fruther huilt up by the danc-
ing and singing of the three Elliot
sisters, who proved they inharited
their mother’s skill in enterta’ning an
audience, while the appearance of a
fourth diminutive member of the fam-
ily was the signal for a hurricane of
applause. The De Bakers caugnt the
eye with their artistic statuary poses,
which fncluded representations of
“The Awakening of (Galatea,” "“Har-
mony,” “Truth,” “In Spite of All”
“Forward,” and “Farewell” Baroecn
and Rosetti elicited well-deserved ap-
preciation for their ’cello and voeal
selections respectively. Brull and
Hemsley's musical and dance sketch
again gained generous approval.
Owing to the late arrival of the

MISS MADGE SURTEES, as Betty Graham in “The Fortune Hunter”
at His Majesty’s Theatre, Auckland.

piece went with a swing from start
to finish, principals and subord.nates
working hard to the general success.
Mr. La Blanc saw to it that there was
never a dull monient while he held
the stage, and his abettor, Mr, Jake
Mack, did his part te uphold the merri-
ment, their gladiator absurdity send-
ing the audience into <convulsions,
Several attractive bullets, led by Miss
Nellie Falion and Mr. Durham Mar(.:el,
were interpolated, the most pleasing
being “Watching the Boats Come In”
and “Just Bring Tulips Along."” M‘I‘.
Carlton Chase shone to advantaye In
“I'm a Long Way From Tipperary,”
in which he had the assistance c_:f
a captvating ballet, another of his
vocal successes being a military song
delivered in impressive style. Miss
Maud Miles had a couple of sprightly
songs, her best being “My Little Hong
Kong Baby,"” which was supplemented
with a da'nty chorus. Ensembles and
selections by the New York quartette
added to the brightness and variety

Sydney boat, “Les (rohs,” acrobats
extraord.nary, were not able to appear
till the following evening. This is
one of the most expensive acts yet
engaged by Mr. Ben, J. Fuiler, and
is said to be even more marvellous
than that given by the wonderful
Manchurians. So amazing are the
contortions of the performers that
mmedical men have been astounded.

Mr. Secott Colville, during his re-
cent visit to Christchureh, discovered
a sopranc with an exceptionally re-
markable voice. Her name is Miss
Nataiina MecCallum, and she baiis
irom Timaru. Her upper register is
a revelation, and Mr. Colville pradicts
a brilliant career for her. In fact,
he was g0 Impressed with the quality
and purity of her voice, and her pro-
spects of success, that he cabled to
Messrs. J. and N. Tait (whose firm
he represents in New Zealand) with
a view to her being placed in one
of their coming musical productions.

KING'S THEATRE.
"THE COWARD.)”

The melodrama boom is in full
swing undsr the Brandon-Cremer
direction, and Saturday night saw an-
other overflowing house when “The
Coward,” an American-Indian military

drama, was presented for the first
t'me, and met with unmistakable
signg of favour. The hero, Wallace
Gray, alias Ralph Jordan, deseris

from the army at a critical juncture
and is branded as a coward, his
enemies rejoicing in his downfall.
Publicly disgraced by his father, who
is a martinet for duty, he passes
through many phases of degradation,
but finally retrieves his honour by an
herpic act in the defence of white
women and children against thz In-
dians. Mr. Maurice Tuohy, the cen-
tral figure, won generous sympathy
and applause from the audience as
they attentively watched his transition
from coward to hero. Mr. Edga
Kenna earned a complimentary share
of odium for his palpable villany as
the regimental doctor, who sacrificed
humanity for his pet theories. Miss
Kaihleen Arnold, as the doctor's deli-
cate wife, marked her work with her
usual care and earnestness. Mr. Ken-
neth Carlisle zave an excellent stuly
of the part of an educated Indian with
a sound belief in the hero. Mr. Frank
Neil and Miss Biddy Hawthorne, as
usual, furnished the light situations.

“ARRAH-NA-POGUE.”

On Saturday the PErandon-Cremer
Dramatic Company will offer as a St,
Patrick’s Day attraction Dion Bouci-
cault’s well-known Ir.sh drama “Arrah-
Na-Pngue,” which has not been pro-
duced in this city for several years.
As a dramatist, Boucicauit did much
excellent work, but it was in Irish
drama that he made his reputation,
and in “Arrah-Na.Pogue” his most
niarked success. The drama is found-

- ed on the robbery of a mail coach by

a gang of rebels, the arrest of Arrah
herself tor the crime, and the con-
fession of the inncocent Shaun the
Post, who to shield his sweetheart
takes upon himself the conseguencess
of the crime. Mr. Brapndon-Cremer
may be relied upon to give a faithtul
presentation of the drama, which will
be interpreted by the full strength
of the company, and will be mounted
in a most complete manner.

Mr. Bert La Bianc, the sclemn faced
comedian, who specialises 1n Heprew
characterisations and topsy-turvey
words, says mispronuncgiation has be-
come such a babit with him on the
stage, that unconsc.ously he finds
himself piaying havec with words in
the course of ordinary conversation.
“Why, oniy to-day,” lhe complaned,
“I told someone not to execute me,
when I meant to say excite!”

Mr. Victor Prince will open at the
Opera House shortly with his serial
pantomime “Robinsen Crusoe,” which
did enormous business in Wellington.
The first act is given one week, pre-
ceded by vaudeville, and the second
act is put on the following week. Old
favourites taking part are Miss Pearl
Livingstone, Miss Lilian Colenso, Mr.
York Grey and Mr. Chas. Zoli. A re-
cently-engaged artist is Miss Doruthy
Hast.ngs, a clever Hawke’s Bay girl,
who was prominent in amateur oper-
atic circles and has since made good
in Australia in Beaumont Smith pro-
ductions and the Ben. J. Fuller paun-

tomime.
- » - x ]

Favourable comments are f{reely
made on the dressing in Bert La
Blanc’s revues.  Considering that the
whole of the costumes have been in
constant use for the past two years,
their well-kept condition reflects the
greatest credit on Mrs., Sullivan, the
wardrobe mistress.,
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“Stop Thief,” an ecleetrizcal and
laughter-compelling farce comedy, will
be presented for the first time in New
Zealand at His Majesty's on Saturday
night by the Royal Dramatic and
Comedy Company. It proved an im-
mense draw in Australia.



