
rather have a hard-boiled egg” was

always screamed for by the gallery,
and Tom would trot out the ancient

piece of conviviality. It never failed.

His native humour stuck to him to

the end. Dying from the effects of

a bullet wound in the body, an officer

asked him how it was with him. With

the cheery smile and the quaint ex-

pression on his face so familiar to

theatregoers, Tom replied, “I’d rather

have a hard-boiled egg.”

DEATH OF VETERAN NEW

ZEALAND BOXER.

Members of the sporting fraternity

throughout New Zealand and old-

time boxing enthusiasts in particular
will learn with regret of the death

in Auckland on Friday last of Mr.

Eugene ("Barney') uonovan, who

for many years held the lightweight

championship of the Dominion.

“Barney” was well-known from one

end of the country to the other,

having, during his successful ring

career, fought in almost every im-

portant town in this country. His

remarkable skill with the padded
mitts soon won him renown through-
out Australasia, for he was not

averse to meeting opponents to

whom he frequently conceded from

two to four stone, and despite his big

handicap he in most instances proved
their master. Apart from his boxing

skill, Donovan made innumerable

friends by reason of his kindly dis-

position and sportsmanlike qualities,
his readiness io help those in need of

assistance being a marked feature of

his long and honourable career as a

boxer and citizen. He was 65 years

of age at the time of his death, and

with the exception of one year he re-

sided during the whole of that period
in New Zealand. He was born at

Cork, Ireland, on April 13, 1851, and

arrived in the Dominion when but 12

months of age. On leaving school he

entered into the bakery trade, and

it was in 1882, when the great Jem

Mace made a trip out to New Zealand

from the Old Country and created a

regular boom in fistic circles, that

Donovan made his first appearance in

public. A lightweight championship
tournament was instituted by Mace,

in which a large number of aspiring-
champions competed for the honour,

the winner proving to be no less a

person than “Barney” Donovan, who

thus auspiciously commenced his

climb r 'of the pugilistic ladder. He

then in turn defeated Tom Harris, the

Wairoa champion; Micky Kirby, run-

ner-up for the heavyweight champion-

ship; Jim O’Connor, and Tom Colgan.
He then visited Wairoa for the pur-

pose of meeting Tom Harris, whose

reputation was firmly established in

the district which claimed him as a

resident, in a return match, which

resulted in Donovan’s favour in the

third round. Donovan’s success

proved the means of bringing out an-

other aspirant in the redoubtable

Billy Murphy, who challenged him to

defend his newly-won boxing honour,
and a match was eventually staged
in the old Theatre Royal in April,
1885, when in addition to the light-
weight championship, a purse of £lOO

was involved. A big crowd witnessed

the clash between these two light-
weights, both of whom were destined

to win wide fame in the roped arena,

and after a thrilling contest Donovan

accounted for “Torpedo Billy” in the

ninth round. Donovan next agreed to

fight the N.Z. heavyweight champion,

Dick Matthews, but found the task

beyond him, the heavier man winning
in four rounds.

He then defeated Sam Wentherburn

in three rounds, and scored a victory
in Wellington over Terence Lynch,
who was six feet high and weighed
JL4st. Whilst in the Empire City he

met Pettengell, the N.Z. middleweight

champion, but though the verdict

went against him the consensus of

opinion was to the effect that Dono-

van gave a far more skilled exhibi-

tion than his conqueror. He returned

to Auckland, and in a return match
with Terence Lynch for £6O and
the house receipts he again accounted

for the giant boxer in eight rounds.

Napier was the scene of his next bout,
Ted Williams suffering defeat at his
hands. Donovan then went south,
and at Dunedin vanquished Dan

Lees, while at Christchurch he defeat-

ed Billy Hercom, a contender for the

lightweight title. He then re-visited

Dunedin and knocked out Tom Wil-

liams, well-known as a trainer of

equines, in the tenth round in a match

for the championship. Fred Burke

was his next victim, four rounds see-

ing the end of the contest, which was

staged in Dunedin.

Donovan then returned North, and

at Wellington beat big “Butcher”

Lane in an eventful fight, and later

accounted for Wallace, a heavyweight,
in two rounds. On arrival in Auck-

land again he was matched with the

American middleweight, Young Mitch-

ell, in a four-round no-decision bout,
and gave a splendid exhibition against
the visitor. Capt. Morse and Mr. Alf.

Isaacs were present at this exhibition,
which proved a regular treat to box-

ing patrons. Donovan further en-

hanced his reputation in a bout with

Jack Burke, the Irish lad, who was

the only man at that time who stood

up to the great John L. Sullivan for
four rounds. Donovan then went to

Dunedin at Exhibition time and met
Peter Boland, the well-known Aus-

tralian middleweight champion, who

defeated him. He returned to Auck-
land and scored victories over Jack
Laurie; Joe Campbell, and Jim Martin.
He thereupon retired for some time,
but was persuaded to meet Barnes

at the Zealandia Skating Rink, when

after 12 rounds his condition gave out.
The late “Barney” Donovan had as

his first lieutenant curing his success-
ful pareer a well-known personality
in Mr. Frank Burns, honorary time-

keeper to the Northern Boxing Asso-
ciation, who himself was one of the
leading exponents of boxing in the
pioneer days of the si ort in New Zea-
land.

As little “Peg” from America, with
a paternally acquired and delicious
brogue, this delightful heroine in “Peg
o’ My Heart” goes to live with re-

cently impoverished relations in Scar-

borough. She thoroughly enjoys
shocking these good people at every

opportunity, and they only tolerate
her because she brings with her a
nice income. There is, of course, a

prettjr love story and a happy ending,
and there is not a sigh in the play.
Miss Sara Allgood’s “Peg” is likely to
prove one of the most pleasant theatri-

cal events of 1916.

“Oh, there's nothing half’ so sweet in

Life as. Love’s Young Dream.”

HIS MAJESTY’S

Direction J. AND N. TAIT.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28.

FOR A SEASON OF NINE NIGHTS

AND SPECIAL MATINEE, SATUR-

DAY, NOVEMBER 4.

THE SUPREME SUCCESS OF

SUCCESSES.

pEG Q? AFY TIE ART.
E G V -I’- 1

- Y JJ-
EAR T.

p EG ZA? 11/F Y TT E A R T.
J- E G I*l- Y J--L EAR T.

pEG Q? UY IT E ART.
J- E G V7 JU. y. J-- 1

- EAR T.

P E fV AT Y TTEA R T.
E G Y E A R T.

A COMEDY OF YOUTH.

By J. Hartley Manners.

PRODUCED IN WELLINGTON WITH

SENSATIONAL SUCCESS.

Press and Public Enthusiastic. What
the Papers say;

“Miss Sara Allgood, who, as that
glib-tongued bundle of charms ‘Peg,’
nuzzled close to the hearts of everyone,
and is likely to remain a pleasing
memory for many a long year.”—“The
Dominion.”

“PEG fits Miss Allgood like a glove.
She is the most charming Irish Hero-
ine who has yet been seen in New Zea-
land. PEG is one of the merriest
creatures on earth, with a most fascin-
ating Irish brogue.”—“The Times.”

“Miss Sara Allgood was the ideal
PEG. She could not have been hap-
pier in the part had it been specially
made for her.”—“Evening Post.”

J. AND N. TAIT’S NEW ENGLISH

COMEDY COMPANY

Headed by
MISS SARA ALLGOOD

AS PEG.

HIS MAJESTY’S THEATRE,

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28,

NINE NIGHTS SEASON,

MATINEE SATURDAY, NOV 4.

BOX PLAN AT WILDMAN AND

AREY’S.

WESTLAND OPERA HOUSE

HOKITIKA.

Seating Accommodation 600. Suitable

One-man Shows, Concerts and Pictures.
Excellent Show Town. For terms apply

L. FITZSIMMONS,

OLOBE rpHEATRE.

THIS WEEK’S ATTRACTION,

“THE WAITERS’ BALL,”
Greatest of Keystone Comedies.

Coming—Concluding Episodes of

“STINGAREE.”

ING’S rp H E A T R E.

NEWTON.
EVERY EVENING AT S.

A. BRANDON - CREMER’S
ALL STAR

DRAMATIC COMPANY.

NEXT SATURDAY,

AT THE MATINEE AT 2.30,

The Great London Success,

Mary tati m e r, “cvtun.”

ARY
-Li aTIM E R, UN.”

Mary tati m e r, “VUN.”
ary Latimer, un.”

PRICES 2s. and Is. Ladies Half-price,
except Saturdays.

OPERA J_| O U S E.

Direction Ben. J. Fuller.

AT B—TO-NIGHT—AT8 —TO-NIGHT—AT 8.

STEEL PAYNE COMPANY OF
ENTERTAINERS.

Jessie Barlee (Impersonator), Clarke
and Wallace (Komical Boys), Lennon
and Hill (Breezy Comedians), Wee Mc-
Colls (Scotch Duo), Tier and Ross (Ec-
centrics). Harry Little (Baritone), The
Flemings (Physical Poses), Tomboy

Girls (Soubrettes).
DORA OBERMAN,

FULLER’S POPULAR PRICES:
D.C. or 0.5., 25.; Stalls, Is.; Gallery,

6d.; Reserves, 6d. extra. Plan at Rob-
ertson’s, 189, Queen Street.

THE SOUTH BRITISH INSURANCE
COMPANY, LIMITED.

A Dividend of 2s. 3d. per Share for
the Half-year ended August 31, 1916,
has been declared, and will be Payable
on and after 12th inst.

Shareholders can obtain Warrants on

application at the Company’s Branch
Office, Old Post Office Buildings. Short-
land Street, Auckland.

By order of the Board.

P. H. UPTON,
General Manager.

Head Office,
Care Ellison’s Chambers,

Queen Street, Auckland,
October 12, 1916.
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UNIVERSAL FILM SUPPLY

COMPANY.

FOWLDS’ BUILDINGS, MANNERS

STREET, WELLINGTON,

GLEESON’S BUILDINGS, AUCKLAND,
AND LONDON.

Offer Showmen the Following Great
Features:

THE NIGGER, 6 Reels.

PRINCE OF DARKNESS, 6 Reels.

SINS OF THE PARENTS, 6 Reels.

SHOULD A WOMAN DIVORCE, 5 Reels

And
ESSANY CHAPLIN COMEDIES.

Wire or Write for Vacant Dates

. HAVELOCK TO

BLENHEIM

LJ/jSSU TRI - WEEKLY
MOTOR SER-

VICE.

Cars will leave Havelock for Blen-

heim Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur-

days at 9 a.m. Returning same day.

Special Prices for all Blenheim Plays.

Havelock. Booking Office, “Pelorus

Guardian”; Blenheim Booking Office,

Wintringham and Mitchell’s. Car leaves

Blenheim 4 p.m.

T. B. PICKERING Proprietor.

THE MINERS’ HALL.
H U N T L Y.

Largest and Best Theatre in the
District. Seating Accommodation 700.

Dress Circle and large Stage. Messrs.

Coady and Calder, Picture Lessees, are

prepared to advance and run approved
dramatic and other companies. For
terms and particulars apply GEORGE
CALDER, Manager Lyceum Pictures, or

Caretaker.

VISITORS TO
J A —-

FEILDING
AND DISTRICT

Lkt JXSSm requiring
MOTOR CARS

s COMMUNICATE
WITH

WALTER HOPPING.

Campbell Street, FEILDING.

All trains met with splendid Austin
car. Tours to all parts of district.
Careful drivers and reasonable charges.
’Phones: Day, 197: Night, 59.—WALi/Ek
HOPPING, Proprietor.
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