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Gecasionally we hear it stated that
stayers are not found amongst horses
that pull very hard, and this may be
true of & majority of them; indeed,
can be admitted, because pullers al-
most invariably run themselves out
or beat themseives in trying to beat
their riders. It is 1.0l always so, how-
ever. There have been sgcme notable
exceptions within ocur experience,
both on the flat and over country.
No doubt many of cur old-time horse-
men could furnish instances from
actual knowledge also. Many horses
that pull hard, going hali-pace, an:d
that have been kard to restrain In
their work without using the sever-
est of bits, which scmetimes cause
temper, are not hard pullers in their
races, and even the horses that pull
in their races are not so diflicult to
restrain when the races are run from
end to end, as they so often are in
these days. Horses educated, as prac-
tically all our horses are in these
times, to jump away at barrier rise
and go all the way for nearly all they
are worth in short races, have tu be
educated to rumning longer races dif-
ferently, and this is wlhere trouble is
sometimes to be met with. Ii is
much a matter of education. One of
the hardest pullers within our recol-
lection was Lochiel, and there have
been no lhorses really more brilliant,
indeed, brilliancy was his supposed
forte, yet he could stay, and stay well.
Like all first-class horses he needed
pace to enable him to do so, It was
his great pace that siood to him, and
aided him in beating so many good
ones, as he gid over long courses,
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in more recent years Achilles, like
Lochiel, would be considered one of
the hard-pulling divisicn, and no one
would class him ag a non-stayer. He
proved the contrary, though beaten in
the New Zealand Cup by Canteen and
Wairiki. In that memorable event
Jenkins, who had been wasting, could
not restrain him, but a stronger horse-
man on the day might have done so
without so much waste energy to the
horse or to himself. PPullers, niceiy
handled, can stay in front better than
kehind, but as a rule the very hard
pulling horse beats iiLself betore a
journey is covered. Harder to ride,
perhaps, is the lazy horse that -will
not take hald a* all. For hurdle and
cross-country work the non-puller does
not commend itself like the one that
takes some restraining and has plenty
of ambition. Most horzes are pullers
when the pace is not on, and some of
them very hard pallers, too, but their
pulling propensities are largely de-
pendent upon the pace they are going.
Many a really hard puller in these
days, when races are run from end
to end as they so often are, never
gets a chance of catching hold of the
bit until the busiiress of the race is
at an end. This is so in respect to
short races, but we have often heard
horsemen say that they felt sure they
would win because their mounts were
pulling thera out of the saddle before
the last stages of the journey were
entered upon. We are quite aware
that there are all too many that are
done going when they cease to pull.
These are wusually flash-in-the-pan
horses with extreme sgreed and little
else,
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Really first-class horses are hard to
find at any time in large numbers in
any country—that is to say, horses
of similar age in the same year. In
New Zealand, as elsewhere, in some
yvears the good e or good ones have
stood out by themselves from the rest
in different departments. The stayer,
the sprinter, the hurdler, the stieeple-
chaser, the two-year-old, the three-
year-old or the four-year-oid has its
head, its acknowledged top-noicher of
each season, or maylbe that a season
closes leaving some doubt as to which
are really the best of their particu-
lar ages. We determine these pro-
blems by actual result tests on the
racecourse. There will be no difli-
culty in deciding that Desert Gold is
the best of her age and sex, and the
best of any age in New Zealand. We
know that many people, who have
seen the best of many previous years,
regard her as the best they ever saw
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We helieve that

at three wvears old.
the same stable sbhelters, in the same
ownership, one of the very best four-

vear-old fillies we have had in the
Dominion. This is Tete-a-tete, a half-
sister to Bobrikoff by Royal Fusilier,
and we would like to gsee her and De-
sert Gold in different ownerships rac-
ing over six furlongs on a fast course
at weight for age. We know that
Tete-a-tete can beat any other of her
age over such a course. and on such
terms, and we expect she will get a
bit further now she is getting set and
has age. That may depend upon the
weight she has tc carry, but on
weight-for-age terms we wculd not
hesitate in taking her before the
proved best in the Dominion
over a mile course, and we would
not bar the colts. Beyond that dis-
tance we suppcse that Bailboa, who
is another of Mr. Lowry's formidable
string, would holé¢ his own, and more,
with those of his age, Reputation
being out of the way in Australia.
The question as to which is the best
two-year-old is surrcunded in doubt,
but the one that most people think
will come out on top, if he dces not
prove the best three-year-old next
season, is Egyot, full-brother to De-
sert Gold. He is a sturdy but not
a big colt, and there are others that
may develop greatly in the spring.
Who owns the best fwo-year-old filly
is open to argument also. We can
await the decision of the Easter meet-
ings before summing up finally about
our horses of all ages.

indeed, do show—form that they never
again reproduce, but it is duae very
often to the fact 1hat they have been
raced hard at two years old and up

to the end of their three-year-old
careers, and that they enter upon the
fourth year with their powers dimin-
ished, impaired by the too heavy
strain imposed upon them at periods
of their life when they are growing.
That is the tendency of early racing,
and the increasing value of prizes for
two and three year olds is responsible
to a large ext=nt. The temptation to
race them over often, or when they
may not be quite themselves, must
tell against the undeveloped juvenile
racehorse. The cwner sometimes
takes the risk with a full knowledge
of what he is doing against the advice
of his trainer, or, on the other hand,
the trainer may be at fault and advise
the owner wronglyv, befrg himself
over-anxious to add to bis winning
account and miss no chances. Risks
may be takeu Dby both owner and
trainer, wlko have full knowledge of
the chances against them. A victory
is sometimes secured where there
was reason to fear aefeat, and all is
well for the time being, but the in-

‘jury has been done and left a weak

spot. In time it is discovered that a
promising young one will not train
on, the last hard race, injudiciously
taken on, has broken its constitution
beyond complete repair. It used to
be an axicm of belief amongst the
most experienced of trainers in the

The classic race, the New Zealand
St. Leger, run at Trentham, -pight or
might not have been altogether at the
mercy of Desert Gold kad she started.
It was run in record time for the race,
and no mile and three-quarter race
has been won in the Dominion by a
three-year-old carrying s¢  much
weight as Eligible carried in that
event in such fast time. Again we
have further proof of how fast the
Trentham racsconrge is. So far as
the merits of the soliiary pair of per-
formers are concernerd, the race was
truly run, and p=ople can accept now
as concludive the form as hetween
Mr. W. @3, Stead’s gelding and Mr. G.
D. Greenwood’s 2onsistent but unfor-
tunate Nones. Desert Gold’s inclusion
in the race would have made it more
interesting, and fit and well, as she
appears to be, she would no doubt
have won handily enongh, as she did
the Morth Island Challenge Stakes for
a second time, though slie would have
had to do a record to beat Eligible.
This gelding stays, undoubtedly a
characteristic of the family he comes
from. His brother Bon Ton won three
vears before, and Boniform has thus
left twoe winners, and his sire, Multi-
form, also left two. His grandsire,
Hotchkiss, claimed one winner., The
pity is that there were only two start-
ers. Fortunatzly, with Desert Gold
out, Eligible and Nones were the next
test of their age in New Zealand.
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The announcements that Desert

Gold would not he a starter in the
Trenthain Gold Cup and later that
she would not compete in the N.Z.
St. Leger came to some people as
eleventh-hour surprises, and robbed
those races of expected interest.
Desert Gold was so handily mistress
of the situation when she won the
C.J.C. New Zealand Derby and Oaks,
and A.R.C. Great Northern Derby at
Ellerslie and the other races at the
same meeting, that many racegoers
thought Mr., Lowry would be desirous
of adding a two-mile event to her
scroll of fame, and also of giving her
every favourable opportunity of in-
creasing her stake-earning record.
Evidently the easy policy with the
filly is deemed the right one, and as
Mr, Lowry has a useful colt in Balboa,
wlio has a name to make as well, no
one can blame him for standing off
the two long races with the flly.
Some owners, when thev get hold of
good ones don’t know how they should
be treated and overtax them before
they bave arrived at a mature age,
with the result that they have their
constitutions, and as often as not
their legs, weakened, if they are not
completely broken down before they
have had a chance to develop their
best qualities. In the autumn well-
seasoned three-year-olds may show—

0Old Land, and of many in the colon-
fes, that for important races like a
Melbourne Cup, a ho'se could not be
prepared and thoronghly strung up
mrore than two or three times—rarely
more than once—und the contention
was sound. Very hard raced and
completely strung up two and three
vear olds rarely go on Very success-
fully in their fourth vear, Desert
Gold has not been one of the over-
raced ones, and the easy tasks before
her, after the easy time she has had
since the New Year, should help her.
After she has wintered for a month
or t_wo she should come out ready for
a strenuous four-year-old campaign, if
such is mapped out for her. Report
has it that the good things of the
spring in Australian are look-d upcn
as likely to have a magnetic attrac-
tion for her owner, and as Mr. Lowry
has had two excursions to the other
side, in which Soltano and Bobrikoff
were leading actors, there is probably
gomething in the rumour of another
contemplated trip. With Desert Gold,
Balboa, Tete-a-tete Grand Duchy and
Egypt he would have a useful team
with which to go a-raciig on the other
side of the Tasman Sea, as each counld
no doubt be placed to advantage.

TRENTHAM,

Prior to Warstep winning the Tren-
tham Gold Cup in 3min. 24sec., Bridge
was the accredited holder of the New
Zealand and Australasian two-mile
record of 2min. 25sec. The Austra-
lian, as distinct from the Australasian,
record was lheld by Lilyveil, who won
the Sydney Cup in 8min, %6l%sec.
Warstep's record may possibly be
lowered this Easter, but not by any
horse or mare of the same age carry-
ing weight for age. The Trentham
track on Saturday was too slow for
really brilliani time. The Trentham
Gold Cup may some day be won by
a three-year-old capable of beating
Warsiep’s time, but the opportunity
for Desert Goid has passed for this
season.

From Burnside, Eldersiie, Qamaru,
comes worg that an equine celebrity,
none other than the prolific old Gos-
s00n mare Madder, is dead. As the
dam of seventeen foals the term pro-
lific is used advisedly. Few mares
have so many. She was mated with
Stepniak when three years old, and
in 1839 produced her first, and
only missed in one season, being, as
a matter of fact, in foal to imported
Solferino at the time of her death.
About this illustrious mare more anon.



