NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

December 23, 1015,

ROYAL .COMIC .OPERA COMPANY.

The Royal Comic Opera Company,
under the direction of J. C. Wiiliam-
son, Litd.,, will commence a season of
thirteen nights at His Majesty's
Theatre, Auckland, on Boxing Night.
Musical comedy has a never-failing
appeal to the tired business man and

. to the feminine heart. In these days
- of ‘grim war one naturally sesks reliel
from the multitudinous horrors that
are daily chronicled. It is a physiecal
necessity. In times of peace, com-
fort and material well- being, it is
possible- the instinets of playgoers
are towards the emotional drama. At
present, however, the newspapers are
head-lining heroism and tragedy at
firat hand, consequently to preserve
the mental balance one and all turn
from the cares of the world to light,
bright entertainment. It is mnot a
mood 50 much as a need. The theatre
is so much the life of a community
that amusement is as essential to the
mind as light is to the body. There-
fore musical comedy, with its irre-
sponsibility and clever nonsense, has
an important bearing in the daily lite

of the people. ' For years the firm of -

J. C. Williamson, Ltd.,, have been re-
cognised purveyors of this brilliant
class of entertainment. No expense
has been spared by this organisation
to -give. the public the best, and it is
- affirmed that in the case of the com-
ing attractions plavgoers will have
ne cause to regret or withhold a gener-
ous patronage, With such names in
the company as Misses Ethel Cad-
man. (who will make her first appear-
ance here),  Minnie Love, Maggile
Moore, Ethel Bennetto, Addie Len-
nard, Nellie Payne, Florence Young
(who- has been specially engaged for
this.tour), Mrs.-George Lauri, together
with Messrs. Reginald Roberts; Derek
Hufdgon (his first appearance here),
(Claude Bantock, Phil’ Smith and Les-
lie Holland, a series of good perform-
ances may be anticipated. The pro-
gramiie -announced is -an unusually
generous one. No less than six musi-
cal comedies .and -comic operas will
be presented durihg the season, as fol-
lows -and in order named:—"Gipsy
Love”  (for the first time here), “Our
Miss. - Gibbs,” “Paul ‘Jones,” ‘“The
Quaker Girl,” “Ma Mie Rosette,” and
“The Dancing Misiress” (for the first
time: here). “Gipsy Love” will be
given for- the first.three nights, and
each of the others for two nights only,
The box plans for the. first seven
nights. (“Gipsy . Love,” “Our Miss
Gibbs,” “Paul Jones”) ars now open
at Wildman and Arey’s.

OPERA ~ HOUSE.

A very attractive change n the
vaudeville programme. tendered by the
-management of-the Opera House took
place on Monday -evening, Amongst
the: new. acts the yeodelling of Mr.

Ted Russell met with great favour. -

He claims to be the first performer
from :the vaudeville stage
vohinteered. for service at the front,
and while landing w'th the.Victorian
contingent at Gaba Tepe he was
severely . wounded in one knee, so
geverely that he has been permanent-
ly disabléd from further service. His
two musical items were well received.
The muslcal . comedy turn given by
vernon. and Sinclair, who made their
reappearance, was also well received
. by -their old- friends.-
favourite in -Mr. Phil Percival gave
one of h's amusing bturlesques and
was ‘received - with hearty applause.
- In Miss Violet Trevenyon, the Messrs.
- Fuller have captured an artist whose
talents are fully appreciateq by their
- patrons.” Her songs always rouse the
audience to a pitch of enthusiasm,
She possesses a charming and dainty
stage appearance, understands the art
of dressing the part, and sings with-
out a trace. of vulgarity. During the
- whole. season she has heen here Miss
Trevenyon has been a decided ac-
quisition to the local vaudeville stage.
The. second part of the programme
was.'given up to the Elton Black Re-
vue Company, and in their presenta-

evening,

to have

Another old~
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tion of “Gomg Sceme” the fun waxed
fast and furious, wh.le the s ng.ng and
character act.ng ot the chief come-
dians leaves litlie to be desired. The
dancing Ly the chorus and tihe clever
“gags” and w-tty repartee make up an
unusually entertain:ng b.ll ot tare for
the second halt of the programme.
During the coming holiday =eason,
beginning on Box.ag Night, the man-
agement w li poesedt @ mat.nee each
day for tiae iceae.t of the v sitors to
the city, as weil a3 their usual well-
known ‘fine holiday programme in the

ROUND THE PICTURE
SHOWS.

THE LYRIC.
“RUPERT OF HENTZAU.”

The animated picture boom during
the holiday season is well ew denced
by the large audiences which throng
the Lyr.c 'Theatre nightly, the star
film this week being the fine photo

. drama “Rupert of Hentzau,” the sequel

to “The Pr.soner of Zenda,” which
met w.th such popularity the previ-
ous week. This romantic tragedy, in
which Rupert of Hentzau figures so
prominentiy, is enacted amid a scene
of great splendour, and makes a
strong appeal to all who witness the
cinematograph presentation of An-
thony Hope's strring novel. Fanlt-
lessly acted and magnificently staged,
this emotional photo-play is one of
the greatest plcture successes of the
past decade, and cannot fail to atiract
record houses for the rema.nder of
the season. A new programme will
be presented on Monday evening
(Boxing N ght), when picture lovers
will be treated to a varied and en-
tertaining series, so that a v.sit to the
Liyric should Le numbered among the
most enjovable attractions hold'ng
sway during the Christmas holidays.

KING'S THEATRE.

With thelr characteristic progres-
siveness the K.ng's Theatre manage-
ment have spared no etfort to prov de
holiday attractions of a worthy stan-
dardg for their many patrons, and it
is safe to predict an unprecedented
season at ihis popular palace of
amusement, This week “The Million
Dollar Mystery” further enl'ghtens
those who follow this thrilling film
regarding the events in the story of
love and passion, rudely interrupted
by the treacherous machinations of
the Black Hand gang, who hang like
a grm spectre over the heads of the
hrero and heroine, - Next week the
seventeenth instalment, entitled “The
Battle of Wits,” of “The Milllon Dol-
lar Mystery” will be shown, revealing
further harrow'ng, yet none the less
clever, scenes in this splendidly-laid

MJimmy on the Job™

- tainment.
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scheme, in  wh.ch the ingenuity of
right and the treachery of wrong are
brought into fierce confl.ct. Other
tilms to Le presented next week in-
clude scenic views of Salonika, and
the Waters of the North Country,
York, in addit.on to the interesting
Pathe Gazette of top.cal films. A
drama ot - absorbing interest will be
sereened in- “Hilda of the Slums,”
while the ¢omic films, “The JinX on
Jenks,” *'L'he Jungle Cure” and
(comedy-drama)
will be found well up to the standaru
of other mirth-provoking pictures wit-
nessed at this modern place cof enter-

EVERYBODY'S PICTURES.

W_.th commendable enterprise the
management of Everybody's Pictures,
undoubtedly the best patronised
amusement place of its kind in Queen
street, have arranged for an orig'nal
and highly interesting series ot ulms
to be screened during the Christmus
and New Year holidays.  This weax
the sixteenth _nstalment of the great
serial ‘The Millicn Dollar Mystery”
is attracting the - wide patronage it
merits, further developments ijn th's
cleverly-laid plot being of a nature
to provide the audience with a story
of hearttelt interest, the title, “Drawn
into the Qu cksands,” conveying a
good idea of the sensational character
of the new ser.es. The Pathe comedy
“Man is Sick” depicts another amus-
ing episode in wh ch the famous Max
Linder is the central figure. The
scenic film Volendam reveals many
delightful v.ews in Helland, while the
Pathe Gazette conta ns the most orig
inal and latest topical scenes in con-
nection with the world's most import-
ant lhappenings, the war views be.ng
exceptionally fine. An  intensely
humorous film, “The Silent Tongue,”
provides no end of amusement. This
excellent programme will be replaced
unext week by one of even greater
merit, and a busy period will doubt-
lessly be e.iper.enced at this favour te
picture haunt during the Christmas
and New Year festivities.

N ORTHERN = §1LAM-
+' SHIP CO., LTD.

THAMES RACES.
MONDAY & TUESDAY,

DEC. 27 AND 28, 1915

The

P.5 WAKATERE will leave
Auckland on TUESDAY, 28th Dcoember,
at 7.15 a.m., and will leave Thames on
TUESDAY 28th December, at 10.30. p.m.

All horses must be hooked by .Noon,
I'riday, 24th.
Return Fare, 10/ )
CHARLES RANSON, Manager.

New Zealand ‘Government Railways.

Sportsmén‘ spend your money in your own
' country by visiting the finest
scenery in the world.
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"HOLIDAY EXGURSION TICKETS.

“These tickets may be purchased up to 3rd January, 19186,
available for return up to and including
17th February, 1916.
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Tickets obtainable at all Railwéy stations
~ throughout the Dominion.

J. €. WILLIAMSON'S (LTD.)
RCYAL COMIC -OPERA COMPANY.

COUNTRY TOUR:
GISBORNE—January 12, 13, 14, 15.
NAPIER—January 17, 18
HASTINGS—January 19.
PATLMERSTON NORTH—January 20, 21
WELLINGTON—January 22 to Feb. 5.

Box Plans will be opened in each
Town at usual Places Three Days
Previous to Date of Perfermance.

HlS NIAJESTY'S

AUCKLAND.

Direction ..

Lt THEATRE.

J. €. WILLIAMSON, LTD.

TNPRECEDENTED MUSICAL
ATTRACTION.

RETURN OF THE FAMOUS
J. €. WILLIAMSON'S
ROYAL COMIC OPERA COMPANY.

Commaeancing.’

MONDAY NEXT, DECEMEER 27
(Boxing Nighg).

A BRILLIANT REPERTQIRE SEASON
OF THIRTEEN NIGHTS.

During which will be Presented on a
Scale of Unsurpassed Grandeur,
the . Follewing Popular

MUSICAL COMEDIES AND COMIC
OPERAS

In the Order Named Below:
GIPSY LOVE.
(THEEE NIGHTS).

OUR MISS GIBBS,
(TWO NIGHTS).

PAUL JONES.
(TWO NIGHTS).

THE OQUAKER GIRL.
(TWO NIGHTS). )

MA MIE ROSETTE. '
{(TWO NIGHTS).

THE DANCING MISTRESS.
(TWO NIGHTS).

INTERPRETHED BY AN INCOMPAR-
ABLE COMPANY,

Misses Ethel Cadman, Minnie Love,

Maggia Moore, Addie Lennard, Ethel

Bennetts, Ivy Dawn, Mrs. Geo, Lauris,
and Florence Young.

Messrs, Derelt Hudson, Reginald Rob-

erts, Phil Smith, Leslie Holland, Ciaude

Bantock, Charles Albert, John Ralston

100 — ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE— 100

THE MOST IMPORTANT MUSICAL
ATTRACTION EVER OFFERED
IN THE DOMINION.

The BOX PLANS for the FIRST
SEVEN NIGHTS {(GIPEY LOVE, OUR
MISS GIBBS and PAUL JONES) will
be Opened at Wildman and Arey's TO-
DAY (WEDXNESDAY) MORNING AT 8
O'CLOCK. ,
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and

Vaudevillé
Litd.
Dom clle,

Fuller's
Theatres.
Vaudeville’'s Palatial

Direction

Matinees Wedncsdays and Saturdays

TUSUAL. CHRISTMAS
ATTRACTIONS, NIGHT,
Twice Daily Next Week, at 2.30 and 8.

VIOLET TREVENYON, EDWARD

RUSSLELL, PHIL PERCIVAL, VER-

NON AND SINCé_‘AIR, CARTER AND
HEA.

ELTON BLACK REVUE CO.

Week Night Prices:

D.C, and O.8. 2Zs.; Sfalls, 1s. 600
Seats at 6d. Reserves, 2s. 6d., Robert-
son's, to B p.am.; thereafter Telephone
{Theatre} 15%5. "Doors 7.15 p.m :

VICTORIA THEATRE.

PALMERSTON STREET, WESTPORT.
E. AND K. MORGAN .... Froprietors.

Up-to-date Dress Circle. Tip-up Spring

Seats. Upholstered Chairs.
Electric Light Installed.
Communications Heceive Prompt
Replies,

Telegrams: Morgan, Theatre, Westport.
Sole Proprietors Hoarding Spaces.

WESTLAND OPERA HOUSE
HOKITIKA.

SEATING ACCOMMODATION 660
Suitable One-man Shows, Concerts and

Pietures. Hxcellent Show Town. .

For terms apply— -t

L. FITZSIMMONS, =
TOWN [HALL, GREYMOUTH.




