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BRAVE FRENCH BOXER.
SLAUGHTERING GERMANS.

The tollowing article on the famous
French boxer Ercole de Balzac, re-
cently wr.tten by Hurdman Lucas, a
Parisian scribe, will be read with in-
terest: —

“Those who have studied French
literature know how the great novel-
ist, Honore de Balzac, strived and
starved, and that it was only in the
last few years of his life that he reap-
ed the fruits of hig hard work. That,
by the way, is the fortune of most
penmen, with the further proviso that
some may write themselves to a
standst.ll and die in the gutter. That
might have been Balzac’s fate had
not a good, k.nd Providence sent him
a wealthy wife.

“It is not of thig master of phrases
that I would write, however, but of

one who, related to him, echose a
career equally fruitful in ‘hard
knocks.’ Although a great-grandson

of Honore, Hrcole Balzac's literary
tastes are lim.ted to letter-writing, and
even that bores him pink, for he pre-
ters gloves to the pen. Although
great thinkers have told us thal the
latter weapon Is mightier than the
gword, ©Trcole believes that—on his
hands—gloves are m ghtier than all
the pens he has ever beheld. Fur-
thermore, he sees less chiunces of fin-
ishing his days in a workhouse glove-
pushing than would be the case pen-
dittoing.
BALZAC GETS THE PUSH.

“True, his illustrious ancestor’s
literary struggles do not commend
themselves too highly to the modern
youth, so let us assume that the Bal-
zac of to-day was wise in selecting
the more remunerative protession of
pug'list. One person was, however,
distnctly opposed to this choice, and
he no other than Balzac pere. How
could a son, bearing such an honor-
able name, so smirch it with ‘fistic
nfamy? And for a time things
hummed at home. Unhappily, Balzae,
sen.,, wag the source whence flowed
pocket money, so, with paternal
threats of damming the golden stream,
things looked pretty rotten for Bal-

zac cadet. He found himselt between
the devil ana the deep blue sea.

“The spirit of wallops had, how-
ever, cast its spell so thoroughly over
Ercole that the lad stole away from
fatherly influence and entered the
sacred arena of Fisticus. The usual
ceremony of banishment wasg held in
the Balzac homestead one fine day,
and a youth, with his soul full ot
pugilist.c hopes, set foot on the long,
long lane that leads to Championship-
square.

HIS LITTLE GAME.

“There is a short cut to fame, we
are told, and Balzac found it via the
French amateur ¢championships. Hav-
.ng secured the middleweight trophy,
Ercole saw the sun shining along the
professional path; and making one
big dash for it, managed to land safe-
ly on his feet.

“With the greatest of goodwill, no-
body could accuse Balzac of beng a
pretty hoxer. He h.mselt discards
any such imputation. 'Fighting is my
game,’” says this hot-blooded French-
man, and he has carried this maxim
imto the German trenchea,

“For some reason or another best
known to ever incomprehensihle War
Office authorities, Krcole was drafted
to an ambulance corps when the pre-
sent European slam commenced. That
i8 perhaps in keeping with the modus
operand! which sends good Lorsemen
to the infantry, and keeps those who
Lrave never seen a gec—unless it be
in 'a’porths—for cavalry regiments.
However, Balzac iound limself prow-
ling around battlefields for knocked-
out compatriots, and grumbled no
little in the process.

WHY BALZAC WAS NOT YIGHTING.

“Time after time the lad asked to
be sent to the firing line, for lis fight-
ing instincts rebelled at comparative
inaction.

“There existed unsuspected reasons,
however, why this should not be, for
in his leisure moments KErcole had
taken a keen delight in imparting
gsome of the mysteries of the noble
art to Lis captain and other officers
of thre company. To lose such an
able mentor was more than his pupils
could aftord, so all Balzac’s appeals

for more active service were sllently
vetoed.

“Then came a private trouble, from
the old founta.n known since the Gar-
den of Eden days as Cherches la
femme. ‘I really mnst hie me to spill
German blood!" quoth Ercole in his
wrath; and, seeing much sympathe-
tic force in the argument, the youth’s
superiors allowed him to proceed to
the ‘ranks of death,’ that he might
do a bhit of ‘minstrel boying.’
KNOCKED 'EM OUT WHOLESALE,

“Well, when Balzac did espy le
Teutonic hordes, he just rattled lead
into them at the rate of 200 shots per
minute, For, you see, he was in
charge of a mitratllense (machine-
gunj, and handled the death-dealer so
dexterously that he was nromoted
sergeant. ‘I shall never knock out so
many men in the whole course of my
life,” saye Ercole, ‘as I did in a few
seconds w'th my coffee-grinder.’ It
is, turthermore, Balzac’s firm opinion
that, given the same weapon, he could
lick Jess Willard and every other
world’s champion who ever lived, all
in a bunch.

“Oh, no, he did not have things his
own way ail the time, for a lump of
German shell, developing an affection-
ate tendency for Balzac, became alto-
gether too amorous and Jlaid him out.

WHEN HE FELT THE STING.

*“‘Lor’ bless you, Mr. Lucas, I didn’t
feel the blow not half so much as a
punch on the nose, and yet it com-
pelled me to take the count.’ 'That,
by the way, iz the point that rankies
n Hreole’s breast, and he iz wonder-
ing whether the cooling system at pre-
sent adapted to the modern quick-
firing gun will prove effectual when
next he handles one of these hell-
fodder implements. It is generally
admitted, I trow, that no German is
fit for heaven. They must, therefors,
m’'ss Balzac's assistance below during
his temporary inactivity, ‘He iz off
to the front again in three weeks,
however, 80 there will sooh be a rise
.n Devil stock—and coal.

“It will be remembered that Balzac
created some gensation in Australia
with his ultra-rugged style of boxing.
When Ercole iz in a ring something
is about to happen. Bither he is
going up like a rocket, or his oppon-
ent will be made to follow the same
trajectory.

*world’'s middleweight. crown.

VALUE FOR MONEY.

“One can always depend upon a
compressed St. Bartholomew massa-
cre when plank ng down oane's dibs
‘at the pay-box to see Balzac perform.
There are no half-measures with this
heated fighter. ‘Kiil or cure’ Is the
lad’s motto, and he has shown us that,
whether in a ring or iacing the Huns,
he has acted up to :ts very letter.
His murderous methods are such that
an extra strong cont'ngent of Sydney
police was always at -the ringside,
ready to intervene when Ralzac
‘warmed up to his work’ \Without
exception, this descendant of a pacific
I'terary genius is undoubtedly the
most heated pugilistic propesition ex-
tant when w.tiin the magic circe.
Outs’'de of it hg is just ong eharming
fellow, who would not harm a fly.

“Balzac will net be really happy,
he tells me, until he has secured the
Here's
Iuck!”

SCHOOLING UNRULY HORSES.

ROUGH-RIDER’S SPECIMEN DAY.

“Faith, sorr, {t's the divil that's in him,
and it's us, sorr, that will exercise him.”
The speaker {8 an Irish rougk-rider with
a  “divil”-may-care expression on his
clearly Irish face. He is one of the
select litte staff of the Military Re-
mount Training Stables, Melton Mow-
bray, and the "him” of his speeech is one
of his chkarges, a wild lorse sent there
to be ‘“‘converted.”’ Horses that come
to this spot are to be either cured, re-
formed, or converted, and this is done
by means of the Irishman's “exercise.”

The stables are guite romantic in their
own equine way. In charge is Colonel
Jones, a former Indian officer, who Tas
ridden horses, trained horscs, bred
horses, and written lhorses, almost all
his years. With him is Captain 8. G.
Saunders, former riding master of the
ith Dragoon Guards, who loves to take
th'e very worst cases that come into
the school for treatment There are also
four sergeants, all excellent horsemen,
and a little group of seven c¢ivil rowgh-
riders, whnse ambition seems to be to
get across the wildest thing on four legs
and stick there. A sense of the real
danger of their work seems to be missing.
When the Irish rider already mentioned
soared, spread-eagled, through the air
fiis only comment was, “Shure. it's an
angel I've been for a little while ™

Tennis Racquets

For
BEGINNERS AND YOUNG PEOPLE.

CLYDE, 12/6

DALE, 15/

ROWNFORTH, . 17/6
THESE ARE EXCEPTIOI\.TAL
' VALUE.

We also carry a Good Stock of Better
Class Racquets.

N.Z. SPORTS & PASTIMES.
Limited,

Box 291, WANGANUI.

NATIONAL CLUB BILLIARD
- SALOON,

GORE,
Opposite Public Library.
FOUR FIRST-CLASS TAEBLES.
BILLIARDS,

SNOOKER
SNOOKERET TR
in Excellent Order
Proprietor,

Tables kept
O. SASSE

ELITE BILLIARD SALOON,
CENTRAL PALMERSTON STREET,
WESTPORT.

1oul, Snooker
The Lead-
Visitors to

Three flawless tables.
and Snookerette at all times,
ing Saloun un the Coast
the town cardially invitel

FRANK BARBER Progrietor.

ALHAMBRA BILLIARD

ROOM.
ESK STREET. INVERCARGILL
{Next peschler's Hotel).
5ix First-class Tables all in tip-top
playing order. Woell flited up room for
Sporting Clubs free of charge includ-
ing lighting and firing.

GORDON SCANDRETT ..

Proprietor.

MR. J. H. GREGORY,
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

(For many years with the late Mr. T.
Cotter, City Solicitor),

32, SAFE DEPOQSIT BUILDINGS
(Top Floor),

CORNER HIGH ST, AND VULCAN
LANE, AUCKLAND.

Money to Lend on Approved Securities

IN REW

[GOITRE . =y

‘I'here could be no stronger proof of

the prevalence of Goitre among New
Zouland women than Lhe fact that
during the past iwo years over L)
cases have beensuecesstully treated by

Doig’s Goitre Specific

Even in the most serions cages, this
well-tried remedy reduces the thyroid
swelling, and in a few months effecis
a eomplete eure. Orne monib’'s tremnt-
ment cogts 104, post-free any address

FAMILY CHENIST
A. DOIG, us‘ﬂéﬁ.ﬁe.bﬁ;;gx;m

C.H'5-38 6

Fcr more than 30 Years, Thousands

have derived Great Benefit from .
DR. DAVIS' FAMOUS FEMALE PILLS
Hava been univareally adinitteqg to bhe a

BOON TO WOMANKIND.

They are the best known remedy Tor
Anaemia, Giddiness, Fullness an:d Swel-
ling after Meals, Loss of Appetite, Hys-
teria, Palpitation of the Heart. Debility.
Depression, Wealkness, ete. Boxes /11,
249 4/8 & 11/-. pest free from the pro-
prietor. Dr. Davis’ boek, most invalu-
ale, sent free on receipt of a stathped
addressed envelope  Only addresx-—309,
Fortohello Rd.. Notting Hill, London

E. MORRIS, JUNR.,
FUNERAL DIRECTOR,

Head Office and Works:
60, TARANAKI ST., WELLINGTON,

During the last five years, Mr. Morris
has carrled out over 2000 funerals.

TELEPHONE 937

Undertaking work carried out in all

parts of New Zealand
Largest steck of YWreaths and Crosses

in the Dominion.
Own Motor Hearse, Mcurning Coaches
and Carriages.

No ring on "Phone 937, Wellington,

{s too early or too late.

MACKAY'S SEEDS GROW.

Sow how Seeds of all Summer and
Autumn Flowering Annuals, also Vege-
tables of all kinds

PLANT OUT DAHLIAS of all sorts; a
splendid collectlon uf named varietios
at ¥38 per doz; 18, each. A Special offer
gf 16?:1 sorts named (my selections) fou
5. 6d.

CHRYSANTHEMUMS bhest named var-
leties, 8s. per doz. ls. each. A Special
offer of 12 soris pamed (my selection)
for 68, Collection of 25 Show varieties
(my selection) for 128. 8d.; pustage pald.

TUBERQUS BEGONIAS,
double; a large selection

single and

Everything for the Garden and ¥arm at

-G. J. MACKAY’S,

SEEDSMAN AND FLORIST,
106, QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND

AUCKLAND FISH MART.,

Has Opened a T rst.class,
Shop

OPFOSITE THE FPOST OFFICE.

Tip-to-date

Everyth'ng New, DBright and Clean
We have our Own F'shing Fleet, and
can therefore supply all demands.
be had on plale, or in
Give us a call

Qysters mny
hattle Tor home usc.
on your way home.

T. CLEGG. Manager.

A\TEEDAANS

. SOOTHING.

'POWDERS

For Chlldran
 Relieve FEVERISH HEAT,

f Prevent RITS, CONVULSIONS, Eta.

Pressrve n healthy staie of the
Qonatitution,

CONTAIN NO POISON.
B Please obsarvo the BE iy STERDMAN,
ol

lhda synwa?woau,

Murton’s Dip

NEW TESTIMONIALS:

JNO. MOORE, lisq, -RIVER BANK,
RISSINGTUON, H.B., August 12,
1915..

1 have used your dip for close
on 3¢ years, and it has always given
me satisfaction. The mixing is no
trouble, and when dipping is finished
there is no (dip) sediment to throw
away. It destroys all vermin and
leaves the wool in good order.

NOTE.—Mr. Moore was the first
sheep farmer to usge ocur Dip.

JNQ, D. McGREGOR, Esq., HINAU
FEMBERTON, July 27, 1915.
I have used Murton's Dip con-
tinuously for 21 years and have al-
- ways found it satisfactory.

W. 5. MARSHALL. Esq., Maunga-

raupi, RATA, July 23, 1815.

I have used Murton's Dip for
about 15 years and it has always
given me complete satisfaction, and
I shall continue to use it.

E. N. LIFFITON, Esgq, WANGA-

NUI, July %, 1915,

Murton’s Dip has heen used on
my station for the past 6 or 7
years and my managers have al-
ways reported upon it favourably.
T am quite salisfied it is a good dip
and do not desire to change for any
other. :

A. TUCKER, Esq., WAIMAMAKUD,
HOKIANGA, AUCKLAND, April
2, 1915,

I have used your Dip for over 20
years and it has given every satis-
faction.

J. M, METCALFE, Esq, MATA-
KOHE AUCKLAND, Sesptember
14, 1914.

When I get a good thing I like
to stick to it. I have used other
dips, ut the wool was so harsh
after using them that I thought I

would fry another and that was
vours, it gave me every satisfac-
tion, so I have Dbeen using it for

about 20 years.

MR. HMAROLD GREGSON, the well-
known Organist. of Auckland, and
Judge at {he Competitions, writes:—

“I have tested Fluenzel, and can state
that it is an excellent remedy for
colds and sore throats. There is no
doubf that it is a2 powerful germiclde,
and 1 can recommend it to those who
take part in Competitions, and whe
frequently suffer from buskiness.'—
Sold Everywhere, 1/6 and 2/6.



