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Australasia is said to rank next to.
Great Britain and Canada in the pur-
chase of American motor cars.

The extent and importance of the
motor industry in the United States
may be gathered from the faet that
half a million maechnes were turned:
out in 1914,

*

*® *

The Canterbury Automobile Asso-
ciation has received a letter of thanks
from the Detence Office for their efforts
on behalf of the returned troopers on
the Willochra and Tofua.
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A cable message from an Australian
firm dealing in British motor cycles
gtates that the American machines
are being pushed very hard there, but
the British machines are holding their
cwn so far,

* *

A recent cable message from the
well-known Triumph Company an-
nounces that the great rush at the
War Office is now over, and the com-
pany has decided to forward one or
two of ther latest countershaft ma-
chines every week.
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The magnificent performances of
the English motor eycle and the won-
derful reliability it has sliown at the
front during the past 11 months, have
proved to the lay public the h'gh
efficiency of the modern machine,

> - - *
Flight-Lieutenant Clive Collett, of
the Royal Flying Corps, has made
several flights in England, in France
and across the English Channel. This
young officer is a son of the late M.
Collett, Government stock inspector,
of Tauranga, and is well known in
the Bay of Plenty.
* *
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.The sum of £22,418 has been spent
in-New South Wales In automobils
outfits in connection with the war on
behalf of the Red Cross fund,
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Eleven years ago the Buick Com-
pany commenced bullding cars, and
their output the first year was 37. In
1914 tne output of the DBuick Company
had reached £9,000,000, and the'r cars
have found enthusiastic owners in all
parts of the world.

* * * *

Advices have been received from
England by the local agents that the
English Government has released the
Napier Company f{rom their veh!cle
contract up to the extent of forty
per cent. of the amount of moters
promised.

- - - -
Mrs. R. Hellaby, who Is procecd-
ing to England for an extended tour,
i taking her 15 h.p. Coloaial Model
Nap.er landauette with her for use at
Home. It is Mrs. Hellaby's intention
to arrange for a chauffeur in England,
a5 owing to the shortage of high-class
cars at present it iz almost imposs:ble
1o obtain a really fine velicle for pri-
vate use.
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The mere fact that about 18,000
people are employed at the Ford fac-
tory and assembling plant in Detrnit
gwves a slight Indication of the ex-
tent to which the motor industry sup-
ports the city, for, of course, there
are such large employers of labour
as the Cadillac and the Packard com-
panies to he talken into consideration,
in addition to which there are many
concerns engaged in different branches

of the industry.
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The chassia ordered from London
Tor the use of the Auckland Hospital
arrived last week., The chassis is a
20 h.p. extra strong Napier, and
Messrs. Harrison and Gash, of New-
market, whe are building the body,
intend to have the whole vehicle fin-
ished and on exhibition at the Auck-
land Show.

Two officers of the Commonwealth
Aviation . Sehool—Captain Harrison,
with Major Reynolds as a passenger
—have atta'ned an altitude of 8200f¢t.
In a military biplane belonging to the
school, This is stated to be a record
for the type of machine used with a
passenger. The climb occupied - 30
minutes, while the descent, in a series
of spirals, was made in 15 minutes,
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Lieutenant-Commander Henri @.
Van Steyn, of the Dutch navy, re-
cently arrived in New York on the
steamer Nourdam from Rotterdam.
He held a commission te purchase an
unl.mited quantity of aeroplanes and
hydroplanes for Holland from Ameri-
can manufacturers. “From observa-
tion during the war we have conclud-
ed that the American aeroplanes and
hydroplanes are the best,” said Com-
mender Van Steyn. “All of the ma-
chines will be used by Holland as a
part of the national detence improve-
ment now bemng undertaken there.
We do not intend to enter any war,
but wish to be prepared.”

It requires almos* twice the amount
ot petrol to wind around in congested
streetes as to run straight on free
roads. Closing the throt'le during
the greater part of a hill deseent will
not only be safer, but will save perol. |
The throttle lever on the steering
wheel is tnore economical of fuel than
the foot accelerator,
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General Smuts recently congratu-
lated Driver C. J. Lucas on being the
very first man of the Union forces
to enter Keetmanshoop. Driver Lucas
accomplished this feat with a 12 h.p.
Taibot car, one of a fleet belonging
to the Second Special Motor Car Con-
tingent, which did such excellent work
in the military operations. It may
be mentioned that this intrepid young
soldier ig a gson of Mr. J. O. Lueas, who
with his Talbot car has won numer-
ous trophies in hill-climbing and re-
liability contests in the Transvaal;
and is also a nephew of Mr. William
Lucas, of the firm of Lucas Bros., en-
gineers, Peterborough Street, Clirist-
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A Riissian, talking to a Britisher, en-
gaged in  the motor trade, remarked
Jugubriously that he feaved after the
wiar the German merchant waould very
soon play as prominent a part in the
trade of his country as before. Asked
kis reasons for this curlous remark he
answered; “Bocause his travellers speak
the native language (the Rtssians are

!

suspiclous  of transactlons conducted
through an interpreter), they invoice
the goods in our colnage, they make

the goods we want, If thelr sample daes
not  suit us they immediately offer to
make the alterations we desire and
£ulfil their promise, Lastly, tkey give
i1s eredit.” The last seems to me the
ocnly  condition on whick: the German
will be hampered after the war. The
otkers and even the last sirely we can
bestir ourselves to meet.
* L] L

Jules Verne, that wonderful French
writer, who may be well and appropriate-
ly described asg a prophet, has been dead
10 wvears; but he left severa] unpublished
MSS, that have since been issued in the

-

Two fully equipped Napier ambulances presented by the citizens of Essendon, Victoria,
Fergusson for the British Red Cross Society. The presentation took place outside the
and the-illustration shows in the front row (reading from left to right):
Mrs. Goldsworthy, Sir A. L. Stanley, Governor of Victoria,

Mr.

Lady Helen Munro Fergusson.

to Lady Helen Munro
Toewn Hall, Essendon,
A. J. May, Hon, Seec., Con. S, Pynor,
Maydr of Essen-

den, Lady Stanley, and Mr. D. Cameron, Hon. Treasurer.

The eflicacy of the new signs warn-
ing motorists and others of the dan-
ger of careless driving on and off the
east end of the traflic bridge was
questioned at a meeting of the Hamil-
ton Boreugh Council. The boards, it
was sald, were of the type ordinarily
used for advertismg the sale of pro-
perties, and the great prohability was
that to the majority of motorists they
might as well be non-existent.
The warn ngs should have heen
of some d'stinctive colour or shape.

- - » [ ]

Motorists are recognlsed as true
sportsmen, especially to fellow-motor-
ists in distress, but the action of Mr.
Arthur Scott in the Otago reliab:lity
trial calls for special mention. Al-
though he was a competitor in the
trial, he gave up his chances and
towed another compet tor's motor and
side car from Studholme to Timaru.
To an onlooker this performance is a
finer tribute to his New Hudson's
efficiency and reliability than it would
have been to carry off the first prize

‘n the trial. '

church. Driver TLucas was born at
St. Albans, and’ lejt. New Zealand
with his parents when about five years
of age for Bouth Africa.

* L ] L

A report of the annual meeting of the
Automobile Club of Ceylon, which was
lately keld in Colombo, shows that, not-
withstanding the war, Afty-six new
members jolned tbe - wlub last year,
bringing the total paying membershin
up to 28l, It has been decided that not
only sball the names of all German
members be striecl off the list, but that
Germans shtall not be allowed Lo joln
the ciub even after the war is over.

French language bit not trantslated into
Engliski up tc now, In the case of “The
Master of the World" announced for
publication by Messrs Sampson Low,
Marston and Co. (Ltd.), n: translation
has been made before, largely becanse

the incidents seemed tpen to he so
fancifiFfl ang extravagant that English
and Canadian publishers thought that

the public might reasinably object, as
many did on the publications of “The
Clipper of the Clouds”; but the numer-
ous conquests of sclence over boith sea
and air rendered these objections futile
and the present world war again proves
bow  wonderful a seer was the great
romancer.
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