
OPERA HOUSE.

Vaudeville runs merrier and brisker

than ever at the Opera House, a

pot pourri of items being served by
the Fuller-Brennan management.

Heading the bill is Piquo, the French

clown, whose offering consists of a

programme in itself and caused a riot

of laughter on Monday night. Sand

wiched in between a unique entry

and a unique exit was a turn covering
sensational acrobatic feats, mystifying

conjuring tricks and original grotes-

quities, and the audience were loth

to let him go at the finish. George F.

Ford also makes bis initial bow, dis-

playing his ventriloquial powers by

the aid of a lay figure. So well is

his “Valentine Vox” gift developed

that he can exha }
e clouds of smoke

from a cigarette while his mechanical

assistant seemingly sines, coughs or

talks in natural fashion. Jock

Thompson scored well with his fine

baritone voice and a har-'py selection

of numbers which evoked an insistent

recall. William Sumner was in good

favour for his ragtime songs and

dances, meeting with a hearty recep-

tion from his old friends. Carl

Merlvn again enlightened the audi-

ence as to the methods of his “magic”

and caused plenty of merriment.

Rose Lee Ivy bad another unroarious

reception that should make fare-

well anpearances pleasant to remem-

ber. and she was obliged to grant

numerous encores. Mons. Poincaire

ae-ain ’ed his audience to believe he

was a.n aviary and cattle farm, his

rea’isGc imitations brinettie- the

house. Saltlev .ami H ;
s Nibs eom-

bin°d seusati'r> n with comedv ’n + heir

slack w’re pcf.

IN PERSONAL TOUCH.

Auckland can hold its own with re

gard to pretty little children, is Mr.

Frank Talbot’s opinion, expressed
after selecting a number for the Nel-

lie Stewart season of “Du Barry.” “In

fact,” said Mr. Talbot, “it was quite

an embarassment of riches having to

make a choice. They were all so re-

markably pretty.”
4: * * *

At the seventh benefit given by Pol-

lard’s Pictures in Greymouth for the

Belgian Fund the proceeds amounted

to £37 10s.

The “Babes in the Wood” panto-

mime abounds in patriotic references.

Hardly a gag but has some reference

■to the international situation. The

songs are all cast in the same mould.

The fina’.e to the first act is a sen-

sational scene, in which the flags and

portraits of the heads of the Allied

nations are represented by means of

coloured lights.

A wire from Mr Maurice Ralph

states that the “Seven Little Austra-

lians” opened to two packed houses

in Wellington on Saturday. Little

Cecil Haines received an ovation.

* * * *

Mr. J. Griffiths is business man-

ager for the Florence Young Com-

pany, and is having a hearty _ wel-

come from his Auck’and friends

while in town.

» * * •

Sir James Matthew Barrie, while in

America recently, saw Miss Maude

Adams act in his play “The Legend of

Leonora,” and expressed the belief

that he then for the first, time saw

the part acted as he conceived it. It

is not a secret that the play was a

failure in London. Miss Adams made

a fortune for Barrie by her perform-

ance in “The Little Minister,” “Quality

Street,” and “What Every Woman

Knows.”
4. * * *

Miss Emma Bronton, a member of

the old Brough-Boucicault company,

died at Home recently at the age of

52. She was a native of Melbourne.
:jt 4s * *

Wilton Welch and Louise Carbasse,

recently with Fuller-Brennan, have

secured an engagement on the

Orpheus Circuit in Western America.

When Sarah Bernhardt was 65 she

made her eighth tour of America, giv-

ing 268 performances in 206 days, and

visiting 103 towns.

The term vaudeville, which is now

understood m the o.d mean.ng of the

variety show, originally meant a short,

light dramatic piece in which songs

set to familiar tunes were introduced.

It took the name from the village of

Vaudevire, in Normandy, the birth-

place of the Po3c Ol.vier Basselin, who

was the first to compose such songs.

He died in 1418.

When Nellie Stewart played the

principal boy in ‘ Jack and the Bean-

stalk” at Drury Lane, the famous

humourist, Dan Leno, was in the cast,

and had to fight a duel with Miss

Stewart. As is we.l known, Miss

Stewart is an expert fo.ler, which

Leno d dn t fail to humorously men-

tion. His own fencing, however, was

ol the Vincent Crummies school, the

broadsword. But he diligently re-

hearsed the passes, ana pronounced
himself equal to the exigencies of the

encounter. When, however, the first

night came he had a new and entirely

original version of the duel. It re-

sulted in Nell.e Stewar.. collapsing in

a chair, helpless with laughter, and

the house tn convulsions.

James Teddy, the champion jumper
of the world, is due to appear at

the Auckland Opera House shortly.
He is the holder of the following re-

cords: —High jump, feet together,
without dumb bells, 6ft. 4in.; long

jump, feet together, with dumb bells,
Bft. Jump over a horse, teet to-

gether, without dumb bells, sft.; long

jump over a French match billiard

table, feet together, without dumb

bells; and jump from pedestal 17ft.

high and course of 36, feet together,
with dumb bells; leap over circle of

nine chairs, feet together, one at a

time, without dumb bells and with-

out stop; a total of 84 jumps. His

act strikes a new note in vaudeville

entertainment, and should appeal to

athletes and those interested in phy-
sical culture.

Mr. W. Norman Kerr, of the Garry-
owen Institute, Symond Street,, has

numerous testimonials from clients

setting forth the efficacy of his expert
treatment in health, strength and

physical development. The Cher-

niavskys (the talented Russian musi-

cians) have written to Mr. Kerr ac-

knowledging the benefit derived from

the respiratory exercises prescribed

by him, which have had the effect of

strengthening them generally and as-

sisting them to attain a mastery over

the muscles brought into play by their

music. “I can sincerely recommend

your system,” the letter concluded,

“as its mobility and adaptability lends

itself to the physical requirements of

the artist who wishes to cultivate

staying power and endurance.”
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TO-NIGHT

Also

WEDNESDAY. THURSDAY, FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY EVENINGS

THIS WEEK.

NELLIE STEWART
In the Historical Costume Play,

DU BARRY.

SUPPORT!NG- ART[STS:

MR. CLARENCE BLAKISTON,
Distinguished Actor from the Royal

Haymarket Theatre, London.

MB. ALLAN WILKIE,

Leading Character Actor from the Gar-
lick Theatre, London.

MR, H R. ROBERTS,
The Romantic Actor.

AND A COMPANY OF 34 DRAMATIC

ARTISTS.

NEXT PRODUCTIONS:

The Great Romantic Costume Play,

DOROTHY O’ THE HALL.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,

MARCH 8, 9 AND 10.

THREE NIGHTS ONLY.

The Ever Welcome Play,

SWEET NELL OF OLD DRURY.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY,

MARCH 11, 12 AND 13.

NELLIE STEWART.

“Miss Stewart showed that all her

famous power of charm and coquetry
remains unimpaired. Gay, girlish and

happy, she was Jeanette to the life.”—

"Svdnev Sun.”
“Miss Nellie Stewart has returned to

the same theatrical field which lint a

short time ago she traversed so tri-

umphantly. She emerges to eclipse
all her former success.” —“Daily Tele-

graph" (Sydney)

Box Plans for the Entire Season at

Wildman and Arey’s.
PRICES: (is. 3s. and Is.

Early Doors Is. Extra.

Tcur under the Direction of

G EORGE MUSGROVE.

QPERA -pj O U S E.

The Home of Vaudeville.

MATINEES WEDNESDAY AND

SATURDAYS

TO-NIGHT—AT B—TO-NIGHT

FIQUO, the French Clown.
GEO T. EORD, Ventriloquist.

JOCK THOMPSON, Scottish Baritone.
WILLIAM SUMNER. Ragtime Singer.

SALTJiEY AND HIS NIBS,
MONS. POINCAIRE,

Bird and Animal Imitator.
BRED. DYER, The Singing Boxer.

Last ROSE LEE IVY. Nights.

Brices: DC. and 0.5... 25.; Stalls, is.

od. (all upholstered seats): 600 Seats
at 1s Reserves, 2s. 6d . Robertson’s

Music Depot, to 6 p.m., thereafter tel.

1595, Theatre.

AND

Have much pleasure in announcing that

they have returned to Auckland from

an extensive tour ab’oad, and are pre-
pared to offer to their students the

advantages wlrch they have received

from the foremost masters of the

present day.
Subjects:

ARTISTIC PIANOFORTE PLAYING,
And

THE MODERN AND MOST NATURAL

METHOD OF SINGING.

To enable Madame to give her und vided

attention, a professional accompanist
will be in attendance for advanced

students.
Studio: 74, BRUNSWICK CHAMBERS

(Over Hardie Bros.). QUEEN ST.
Take Lift.

Teaching begins MONDAY, February 1.
Private Address: 10. St. George’s Bay

Road. Parnell. ’Phone 3383.

N. L. BAIRD

(THE SIGN MAN),

THEATRICAL, SCENIC AND POSTER

ARTIST,

127, ALBERT STREET. AUCKLAND.

Professional and Amateur Scenery

and Effects Designed and Painted by a

First-class Professional Staff.

We have in store a good selection

of Cloths, Wings and General Acces-

sories. suitable for large and small

theatres and halls These we can Loan

on Hir
e

at Reasonable Charges.

Society, Concert and Variety Enter-
tainments Specially Catered for.

\-EW ZEALAND RAILWAYS

TE AROHA RACES, MARCH 6 AND

8, 1915.

HOLIDAY EXCURSION TICKETS

will be issued from Auckland, Onc-

hunga, Cambridge, Thames, Waihf,
and intermediate stations to Te

Arolia on sth, 6th, and Sth March

available fo.’ return up to 13th March,

1915.

These tickets will NOT be avail-

ab’e by the Wellington-Auckland and

Auckland-Wellington Express trains.

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1915.

MONDAY, MARCH 8, 1915.

A Special Train will leave Auck-

land for Te Aroha at 6.25 a.m., ar-

riving Te Aroha 11.31 a.m., returning

Te Aroha depart 6.15 p.m.

DAY EXCURSION TICKETS AT

THE RATE OF 12s. First Class, 7s.

3d. Second Class (available on day
of issue only) will be issued for 6.25

a.m. Special from Auckland, One-

hunga, and stations at which Special
steps.

For further particulars see Posters

and Handbills.

BY ORDER.

JL Ll
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NJEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS.

CAMBRIDGE SHOW, MARCH 4

AND 5, 1915.

HOLIDAY EXCURSION TICKETS

WILL BE ISSUED from Te Kuiti

and all stations North thereof to

Cambridge on March 3,4, and 5,
available for return up to March 12,
1915.

Excursion Tickets to Cambridge
will not be available by the Auck-

land-Wellington or Wellington-Auck-
land Express trains.

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1915.

A train will leave Auckland for

Cambridge at 6.37 a.m., returning
leaving Cambridge at 4.36 p.m.

For further particulars see Posters

and Handbills.

BY ORDER.

“PARAKAI”

PRIVATE HOTEL,

40 ROOMS.

HOT SPRINGS, HELENSVILLE.

The most Up-to-date Private Hotel
North of Auckland. Every possible con-

venience. and only one minute from
“The Springs.”

’Bus meets Express and Mid-day
train at Helensville.

TERMS MODERATE.

Telephone No. 35 (Helensville Bureau).

MRS. E. LITTLE Proprietress.

(Late of Taranaki).

ROYAL HOTEL,

THAMES.

(Under New Management.)

FIRST-CLASS ACCOMMODATION.

UP-TO-DATE SERVICE.

HOT AND COLD BATHS.

TELEGRAMS PROMPTLY ATTENDED
TO.

J. H. BRIGHT Proprietor.

Late of Hamilton and Waikato Hotels.

T. PHILLIPS,

LIVERY AND BAIT STABLES,

COCHRANE STREET, THAMES.

Commercial Travellers supplied with
turnouts at shortest notice.

Brakes. Cabs and Buggies on Hire.

Motors garaged.

All Trains and Steamers met.

Telephone 42.

Telegrams promptly attended to.

COKE! COKE!

COKE!

MADE FROM BEST WESTPORT AND

NEWCASTLE COALS.

CLEAN

•smokeless

f ECONOMICAL.

HAS MORE THAN TWICE THE BULK

OF COAL.

COSTS LESS. WEIGHT FOR WEIGHT.

YIELDS MORE RADIANT HEAT.

(j}- AS C°’’ Tj ‘P ’

26, WYNDHAM STREET,

AUCKLAND.

—BACON’S—-

MOTOR AND LIVERY STABLES,

KING STREET, DUNEDIN.

Telephone 196.

Vehicles of all kinds for h re. Lat-
est 25 h.p. Studebaker Motor
Cars with electric starter and lights,
for hire at shortest notice.

JAMES JEFFS Proprietor.

THE

MUNICIPAL OPERA HOUSE.
WANGANUI, N.Z.

This up-to-date Theatre seats 1000;
every convenience. Lighting, electricity.
Dates may be played; rental on terms
Advance work taken in hand on short-
est notice. Apply—

WILL JAMESON Manager.

EMPIRE HOTEIZ~
STRATFORD.

This well-known house of call has
been taken over by MR CECIL ARDEN,
well-known in sporting circles. A
hearty welcome to all old and new

friends. Speight’s Beer on tap and
Wines and Spirits true to label. Tariff
6s. 6d. per day.

jyjONEY TO LEND at a Moderate

Rate of Interest.

JACKSON & RUSSELL,

SOLICITORS,

SHORTLAND STREET.
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