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GRAND HOTEL FESTIVITIES.

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROLLESTON.

One of the most pleasurable annual

functions held in New Zealand is the

gathering at the Grand Hotel, Auck-

land, to mark the closing of the old

vear and the advent of the new.

Popularised by the manager, Mr. Rol-

leston, it has become quite an institu-

tion, and nowhere is the New Year

ushered in with brighter auguries.

With its full complement of visitors

and other guests, the hotel was again
the scene of gay festivity on New

Year’s Eve. The luxurious lounge was

charmingly decorated with fragrant

flowers, while a delightful programme

of music was interspersed by the

Lyric Quartette (Messrs. W. Aspinall,
H. Richards, Alan McElwain, and J.

W. Ryan), Miss Laura Walker, and

Bandmaster J. T. Lighten, 3rd Regi-
ment.

The spirit of charity was not for-

gotten in the midst of hilarity, and

dolls presented by Mrs. Gerald Stead

(Chris church) and Mrs. T. H. Lowry
(Hawke’s Bay) were put up for auc-

tion in aid of the Belgian fund and

realised over £lOO. Several flags

given by Mr. Ernest Davis also brought
in an acceptable sum for the same

worthy object.

Notable guests were the Hon. An-

drew Fisher, Prime Minister of the

Commonwealth, and the Hon. W. F.

Massey, Prime Minister of New Zea-

land, who both made speeches warmly

eulogistic of Mr. Rolleston. Mr. Mas-

sey spoke in glowing terms of Mr.

Rolleston’s abilities, of his tact, and

ready understanding, and referred not

only to the good feeling that existed

between the host and his guests, but

to the cordial relations maintained by

the host and his staff. “Tn fact,” em-

phasised Mr. Massey, “the whole con-

cern seems more like one huge family

with Mr. Rolleston at the head,” a

remark that was greeted with deafen-

ing applause and cheers.

Mr. Fisher felicitously added his

quota of praise, speaking in superla-

tive terms of the hotel, which he said

enjoyed a fame that was world-wide,
due to the managerial capacity of the

host, and was the best conducted hotel

in Australasia. A demonstrative con-

firmation from the numerous guests
greeted Mr. Fisher’s contention.

In response, Mr. Rolleston feelingly

thanked the hon. gentlemen for the cor-

d'ali'y of their sentiments and their

kind expressions of appreciation. “The

hearty reciprocity of those present,”
he said, “was a pleasing tribute to

his efforts to serve his guests faith-

fully and to provide happy memories

of their stay.”
And to the clinking of glasses and

the following up of “The National

Anthem” and “Auld Lang Syne,” the

old year passed out and 1915 came

in, with the hope sincerely expressed

by Mr. Rolleston that

“All good befortune you,
And every day some ray of

Golden light fall on your way.”

The guests included the Rt. Hon.

W. F. Massey, Rt. Hon. Andrew Fisher,
Miss Bradley. Miss Mitchell, Miss

Ream. Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Stead, Mr.

and Mrs. T. H. Lowry, Mr. and Mrs.

W. G. Stead, Mr. and Mrs. Mitford,

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Davis, Miss Mollie

Davis. Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Davis, Mr.

and Mrs. M. Louisson, Mr. J. Milward,

Mrs. Coleman, Miss Simcox, Mr. and

Mrs. S ernfle’d, Mr. and Mrs. G. R.

Bloomfield. Mrs. and Miss Thompson,

Mr. J. H. Abbott, Mr. and Mrs. Giblin,

Mrs. Gorton, Mr. and Mrs. Murphy,

Mr. and Mrs. P. Herman, Miss D. Her-

man. Mrs. I. Alexander, Mr. and Mrs.

J. M. Hussey, Miss Betts, Sir. Geo.

Clifford, Colonel Paterson, Mr. A.

White, Mr T. Cogan, Mr. Cyril

Stringer, Mr. A. Edmonds. Mr. M. A.

Carr, Mr. F. D. Thomson. Mr. Bethune,
Mr. Irvine, Mr. W. McLean, Mr. N.

Thompson, Mr. E. Gaster, Mr. G. Hor-

ton, Mr. E. A. Box, Mr. K. A. Murdoch,

Mr. Harold Lyon, Hon. J. Boyd, Mr.

and Mrs. Campion, Mr. and Mrs. Miller,

Mr. and Mrs. Meridith, Mr. and

Mrs. Norton, Mr. G. B. Norton, Mr.

Robertshawe, Mr. R. Blakiston, Mr.

H. N. Coleman. Mr. L. E. Johnson,
Mr. F. Diddams, Miss Eetts, Mr. D.

Manson, Mrs. H. E. G'orton, Mr. and

Mrs Norman Gorton, Mrs. F. Baume,
Miss McKay, Mr and Mrs. Pugh, Mr.

and Mrs. Edmunds, Miss N. Thorne-
George, Mr. and Mrs. Friend, Miss

Martin, Miss McAlpine, Mr. A. L. Den-

niston, Mr. and Mrs. Mahoney, Misses

Mahoney, Mr. Mahoney, jun., Mr. A.

Cleave, Mr. W. Buckley, Mr. P. Watts,
Hon. W. H. Herries, Mr. D. T. Mc-

Intosh, Mr. Cyril Leys, Mr. S. Milroy,
and many others

HERE AND THERE.

The guests at the Central Hotel last
week included: Miss Coffey, Welling-
ton; Capt. Main, Gisborne; Mr. and

Mrs. Belgrave, Frankton; Mr. McGar-

vey, Helensville; Mr. and Mrs. T.

Jolly, Hamilton; Miss B. Richards,
Wellington; Lieut. J. P. J'erris, Avon-
dale; Mr. N. P. Wright, Fiji; Mrs. C.

MacCulloch, Hamilton; Miss Hutchens,
Wellington; Mr. D. M. Wright, Wel-

lington; Mr. R. Sutton, Sydney: Mr.

F. Lang, Melbourne; Mr. and Mrs. Bar-

clay, Hobart; and Mr. and Mrs. T.

Osborne, Sydney.

Amongst the guests who were stay-
ing at the Royal Hotel last week were:

Dr. and rs. Campbell, Whangarei; Mr.

and Mrs. Pfeffer, Fiji; Mr. A. C. Har-

r’son, Wellington; Dr. MacDiarmid,
- J untly; Mr. McLean, Huntly; Mr.

Whitmore, Matawai; Mr. T. Mitchell,

Wanganui; r. D. Sullivan, Wellington;
Mr. J. Ormond, Hastings; Mr. E.

Chrisp, Gisborne; Mr. W. Carr, Roto-

rua; Mr. and Mrs. Raven, Auckland;
Mr. and Mrs. J. O’Sullivan, Te Awa-

mutu; Mr. Percy Andrews, Gisborne;
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hunter, Tapu; Mr.

and Mrs. Elias Martin, Te Kuiti; Mr,

A. Paape, Wellington; Dr. and Mrs.

Lane-Fox, Great Barrier; Mr. R. G.

Butcher, Wellington; Mr. T. Matthews,

Wellington; and Mr. Dave Sullivan.

Wellington.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Fallon, of Auck-

land, are at present spending a short

holiday in the House Boat on the

Wanganui River.

Mrs. Laurie and Miss Hillyer, of

Pokeno, Waikato, are at present on a

tour of the South Island, and intend

to spend some time at Queenstown.

Mr. and Mrs. E. Alison, jun., of

Takapuna, left this week for a trip
to Mount Cook, where they intend to

spend some time. Afterwards the

tourists intend to motor through to

Queenstown and posibly continue their

journey to Sydney before returning to

the North.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Gouldsmith, who

have postponed their projected visit

to England, have gone to Russell, Bay
of Islands, and afterwards intend mak-

ing a tour down the New Zealand

coast.

Mr. McCosh C’ark and party, of

Auckland, are making a motor tour

through the North Island, and intend

to include Mount Egmont district.

Mr. A. Webber, of Hamilton Road,

Ponsonby, accompanied by Mrs. Web-

ber, are at present on a visit to Wai-

rakei.

Dr. Albert. Clark, of Remuera, ac-

companied by a young daughter, is at

present enjoying a holiday on the

slopes of Mount Egmont.

The world is small. It is not a new

observation, but in Ostend three ex-

residen's of Hawker Street, Welling-
ton. met once again. Dr. Wilson, son

of Mr. George Wilson, Nurse Fairchild,
daugter of Captain Fairchild, of the

H'nemoa, and Mr. B. C. Freyberg.

Miss M. Carrie, of Stratfield, Syd-

ney, left Auckland last week for a

trip to Rotorua, whence the traveller

returns to Auckland and proceeds to

Wellington and Napier.

Mrs. J. Kissling, accompanied by
two children, left Auckland last week

by the Monowai for Lyttelton.

Dr. Campbell, of Whangare', is about

to sail with the medical section of

the Expeditionary Force, which leaves

New Zealand on the 12th of February.
Mrs. Campbell left for London by the

Remuera, where she intends to meet

Dr. Campbell.

Mr. J. M. and Mrs. Gouldsmith and

Mr. L. C. Gouldsmith, an English tour-

ing party, are at present enjoying a

few days fishing at Russell, Bay of

Islands, before making a tour of Roto-

rua and the usual beauty spots. They
will return to Wellington in time to

leave by the Remuera on February
11th.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Sharpe, from British

Colombia, left Auckland last week for

Wellington to connect with the Syd
ney boat.

Mrs. Kesper, wife of Captain Kes-

per, Auckland, accompanied by her

daughter and Mrs. Hildred, of Kings-
land, left by the Marama on Thursday
last for San Francisco, where they
intend to make a lengthy stay.

Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Davis, of Auck-

land, left this week for a North Island

tour, which will include the Wanganui
River.

A good many people have decided
upon making the pedestrian tour from
Lake Te Anau to Milford Sound, and
a large party are going to proceed
from Te Anau to Wakatipu. Those
who have come to spend the summer
in New Zealand include a considerable
number of Americans.

RIPPLING WATERS ON LAKE WAKARE-ITO, ONE OF NEW ZEALAND’S BEAUTY SPOTS.

CANADIAN. AUSTRALASIAN

AND

SAN FRANCISCO

ROYAL MAIL LINES.

THE SCENIC ROUTES TO AMERICA

AND EUROPE.

VIA VANCOUVER.

Sailings from Auckland every 28 days.

NIAGARA, 13,415 tons .. Jan. 26th

MAKURA, 8075 tons .. Feb. 23rd

VIA SAN FRANCISCO,

From Wellington, Every 28 Days.

MARAMA . . . .
Jan. 7th

MAITAI .. ..
Feb. 4th

Round the World Tours Arranged in

Connection with all Home Lines.

For Illustrated Booklets, Maps,

Plans, and all information, apply

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

OF N.Z., LTD.

If y°u aee a Travelling Rug of Delightful Colour scheme

_ w
and °f Soft Fleecy Texture, it is sure to be a Petone.

tfirtJto Gravelling Jtuga Rcta ii at a.. St.res.

Artistic Colouring Excellence of Quality. WCililiglOll WOOIICD M<IIIU|<ICtUrtliq
& Durability and Superior Value. CO., Of ItS MUIS, PCtOIK, N.Z.
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