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motor:st who made the run

through from Auckland to Wellington

gave the time occupied as 2324 hours.
» * * *

A Coventry garage proprietor states
that during a wesk end soon after de-
claration of war he had sold only five
gallons of petrol, whereas in ordinary
times he would have sold fifty,
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The through road to Wellington, via
Hamilton, Rotorua, Taupo, and Napier,
is reported in good order.

Guyot is at the wheel of a motor
van in the battla line in France, He
won much prize money on the Delage

in America.
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Now that the sea routes are clear,
American motor exporfers do not

thinlk that there will be much, if any,
difficulty in getting shipments away,
and even now the dislocation that
occurred shortly after the outhreak of
war has practically ceased.

The Walirarapa Automobile Associa-
tion lias suggested that the Masterton
cab stands be removed from the cen-
tre of the streets.
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There is an outery in motoring
cireles in America against the pro-
posad new tax of two cents. a zallon

on petrol.
x »

*® ¥

The motor cars attached to the
British Field Hospital are doing ex-
cellent work in Belgium.

The American manufacturer is going
to make a big bid for the molor trade
th's coming season.
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The French transport arrangenients
were 50 complete that the niobilisa-
tion of the ’bus service was a mat-
ter of only a few hours. These
vehicles were only taken off the
streats on a Sunday morning, and by
Monday evening they were all on their
way to the frontier with soldiers or
war material. :

Robert Peugeot, of Peugeot ecar
fame, is serving as a lieutenant in
a TFrench artillery regiment at the
front.
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Corporal T. L. Gliddon, a mechanic
of the British Fiying Corps, has re-
ceived the French Legion of Honour
for speclal gervice. Gliddon is twenty-
three vears of age, and lives at Hamp-
stead.
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So far as the fighting motor car is
concerned. there is no doubt that the
ordinary mosor chassig of 26 h.p. and
upward, armoured with 5 m.m. com-
pressed stesl and mounfed with a
iight quickfiring gun is one of the
most deadly weapons. Its speed and
easy manipulation enables this fight.
ing car to make rushes, short, sharp
attacks, and to retire quickly. Thease
cualities of extreme mobility more
than make up for the fact that the
thin Yght armour is not hullet-proof
at short range.
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ALBION TRANSPORT LORRIES

AP
Last year the total value of cars.

bodies, motor ecycles and materials
imporied to New Zealand was
£1,021,613. 1t is feared the war will

cause a shrinkage this vear.
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The Pionser Amateur Motor Club
in Christchurch intend to inaugurate
a Champonship Reliability Trial for
the South Island, to take place over
a course which will tax the capabili-
ties of all the highest grade machlnes.

» L] » *

Germany is reported to be feeling
the pineh of a petrol shortage. Rus-
sian victor es have closed tha Galician
fields to her. She cannot look to Rou-
man’a for supplies. No supplies can
reach her by sea so long #as we com-
mand the waves, save through the
nzutral ports open to her. As the
sheriage becomes greater, then her
mil'tary operations mus! be seriously
hampered. Germany has relied very
largzly on motor transport. Her dash
through Belgium was carried cut by
means of a very large wotor service.
The Army is equipped with armoured
motor cars of enormous size. We are
well equipped, but not to the extent
that Germany is. This enormous fleet
calls for a constant and unceasing
supply of spirit. If that sapply is
seriously curta’led, Germany's pro-
gramme may be handicapped severely.

PURCHASED BY THE BRITISH WAR

THE EUROPEAN WAR.

Ohakune, at the base of Ruapehu,
a fine holiday resort, may be reachad
by motor.
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Some of thz 132 motor waggons,
purchased for the Australian Expedi-
tionary Force have been fitted up as
complete travelling repair shops.
Kach of these weighs about seven
tens, and has cost the Federal Gov-
ernment approximately £5000 apiece.
All of them have collapsible sides,
which may be raisad on metal up-
rights, so that in case of need the
ordinary floor space can he, at least,
trebled. Practically every machine
and tool necessary for repair work
are carried. There are lathes, drills,
milling machines—all driven electr:-
cally by a dynamo deriving its energy
from the propelling engine—and there
is a forge in each as well. An im-
mense numhber of spare parts will be
carried with the column, but even
serious breakages will not cause per-
mament disablement with the com-
plete facilities so near af hand. The
repair shops have already been sub-
mitted to practical tests, and hLave
worked sat’sfactorily. A foreman will
be placed in charge of each lcrry.
HHe will have the rank of staflf ser-
geant. His staff will <consist of six
trimmers and fitters, two blacksmiths,
two wheelers, and the electrician.

OFFICE FOR SERVICE DURING

motor service betwee:n

New Plymouth and Opunake ouly

takes 8% hours. The motor is a 35

h.p. Overland, which carries tourteen

passengers.
-

The new

When tak'ng over a new car, ascer-
tan the engine speed at which it is
supposed to work best and time your
gear-changing accordingly. Most light-
car engines are of the high-speed
type, and a change down frem top to
second on a long hill is best perforn-
ad at from 20 to 2% m.p.h, and from
second to first at from 10 to 15 m.p.h.
In the conscientious ohservance of this
rule your engine and transmission will
cvince much satisfaction.
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' EIGEEAT AWARDS AT ALL TEE

The motor car is everywhere in this
war, and is used for all purposes.
There are armoured cars, ambulance
cars, wireless cars, X-ray cars, trans-
port ecars, field hospital cars, scout
cars, touring cars, cars converted into
workshops, hospitals, kitchens and
every other conceivable service.
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Mr, J. W. Stocks, says a notice in
“The Field,” of the De Dion Bouton
Company, who has secured a commis-
sion in the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve in connection with their
armoured car sch2me, was desirous of
gecuring a number of really experi-
enced motor cyclists possessing a
thorough knowledge of French for ac-
tive service as despateh riders,
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One of the largest works in the
north of England had to estimate to
give the Government 20 chassis per
week. It iz zoing on with an order
for 1000 chassis. Other works in Eug-
land, of which at least one was, to
a considerable extent, previously iden-
tified with the privaie car side of
the industry as well as the commer-
clal side, have similarly received in-
structionsg to put through a 50 weeks
supply on the basis of 12, 10 and
smaller numbers of chassis weekly.
The aggregate of orders when ful-
filleq will be well in excess of 3000
chasgis.
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Just ag the motor ’hus driver was
a new type in the London sireets, so
has his class crealed a new type of
hero in war. The man of the moment
at the front is the London 'bus driver.
At home he may be just a driver with
a police badge and a reckless way
with the brakes. At the front he is
a private in the Army Service Corps,
driver of onz of the splendid fleet
of miotor lorries which has made the
British Army transport the envy of
the Continent, serving 1in a corps
whose services are one of the noblest
features of the British Army’s splen-
did record in the present war.

Thosa of our readers, says Mel-
bourne “Punch,” who have seen the
cinematograph pictures of the ruins
of Termonde and Louvain will have a
good idea as to the vile incendiarism
of the German Armmy machine. To
ah enquiring mind the precision of ihe
devastation forces a guery as to how
it could have been done other than
by precise and pre-arranged methods.
We regret to say that, inanimate
though it is, the moter in this despic-
able work has descended from its
usual honourable status to a means
of earrying wanton desiructien in its
trail. It is now quite obvicus that
this spoilation of private proparty by
blackguardly German fighting
maching is part and parcel of their
pre-arranged pians. At  Termonde
when the German commander an-
nounced hig inteniion to burn the
town, the sdldiers brought cut special
machines for spraying kerosene, and
one exceptionally large one was driven
by motor. With the butt ends of
their rifles the soldiers smashed in
all the windows, and as one set of
men marched down pumping the kero-
gene into the interior of the bouses,
others came along and threw in speci-
ally made lighted fuses. Thus we find
that no excuses of any valid nature
can possibly be made out by the Huns
for this wanton destruction; it is evi-
dently part of their pre-arranged plans,
as they have these special motor-
driven plants and mechanical appli-
ances for carrying out the dastardly
work.
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