June 25, 1914,

BOXING.

RUNANGA BOXING TOURNAMENT.

"The above tournament was held in
.the Miners’ Hall, Runanga, Waest
Coast, on Friday evening, June 12,
,There was a very fair attendance of
spectators, including a numbers of
“sports’ from Greymouth, who ar-
rived by special train, The boxing
was of a good standard for a West
Coast tournament, and at times the
excitement was up to fever heat. The
chiet fanlt the writer noticed was
_that most of the maiden boxers didn't
make enough use of the straight left,
which always counts in the matter
of points, and ‘it is to be hoped that
young aspiring boxers will not for-
get to use this very effective hand
in the future,

The star item of the evening was
a ten-round no-decision bout between
Jack @Griffen, the one time New Zea-
land lightweight, and Jim Mussen, a
coming West Coast lightweight. The
bout was really a treat to witness,
both men boxing very clean, The
gix-round bout between the feafher-
weights, O’Neil and Wiliis, proved
very one-sided. as O’Neil knocked
Willis out in the third round, Th=a
following were thé results:—

Noviee Lightweight (three rounds).
—Neshit beat Dalzell on points after
a good bout. Maloney a bye. -

Six-round Bout (Feather).—Willis
knocked out ©O’Neil in third -round
after a onc-sided contest.

Flyweight (three rounds), Duggan
v. McLean.—These boys were very
evenly matched, and the referee ord-
ered an extra round, Mclean gain-
ing the wverdict. :

NEV/ ZEALAND SPCRTING

GENERAL NOTES.

the well-known
lightweight boxer, is anxious to se-
cure matches in the Dominion, and
as he is one of the biggest draw-
ing cards in New Zealand it should
not be long before he is matched
by some of the leading boxing asso-
ciations in this country.
‘= > [ ] »

Allan  Maxwell,

“Denny” Murphy, the New Zealand
welter and middleweight champion,
will leave Wellington for Sydney on
July 4, vuder engagement to Stadiums,
Litd.

® & L] ]

The Wellington Boxing Association
have decided to cominunicate,
through their Australian representa-
tive, with Herb MecCoy, the clever
Victorian lightweight, with a view of
inducing that boxer to make the trip
across and meet Jim Hagerty after
the latter’s battle with Peter Cooke
on Angust 11. Hagerty has heen ad-
vised to keep in readiness for the
event, which it is expected will be
satisfactorily arranged. :

* * * £

Gus Venn, the Welsh featherweight
boxer, is making splendid progress
with his boxing class at Taumarunui,
and a number of his pupils are com-
peting at tha Waikato Boxing Associa-
tion’s carnival at Hamilton this week.
A tournament is to be held in Tau-
marunui early in August, at which
Gusg Venn’s pupils will take a promin-
ent part, while Venn himself will pro-
bably figure in the big professional
contest wlich it is proposed to stage.

* LI L %

It is possible that the Wellington

Boxing Association may engage the

AND DRAMATIC REVIEW,

Fritz Holland, the American welter-
waight, is seeking a match with Jeft
Smith, and it is almost certain that
the pair wilt be brought tace to face

_in the ring very shortly.

- Y - -

Harry Johns, the English feather-
welght, is anxious to meet Lyn Robin-
son, of Gisborne, in a return mateh.
The pair met at Gisborne last June,
when, .after a sterling fifteen rounds’
contest, Robinson was declared the
victor on points hy a narrow margin.
The . young Englishman, who had
trained for the contest at short notice,
was unable to get down to the 9st.
limit at the time, and in his efforts
to make the stipulated weight weak-
ened himself for the fray. Johns,
however, is at present in good trim,
scaling 8st. 13lb., and is therefore
eager to have a chance of turning the
tables on Robinson. Shouid Frank
Ellis decide to return to New Zea-
land, Harry Johns will also endeavour
to secure a match with the young
Wellingtonian, whiie he has also ex-
pressed a desire to meet the Welsh
teatherweight, Gus Venn, who i3 now
slationed at Taumarunui.
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Mr. Lawrence, manager of the Aust’
ralian heavyweight Celin Bell, is
anxious for either Gunboat Smith or
(Georges Carpentier. He says he will
back Bell against elther man for
£1000 agide.

- - - -

An admirer of Bombardier Wells
hag promised to present him with
£500 if he wing his appreaching fight
with Colin Bell.

- » * .

Notwithstanding that Tie has thrice

taken the count from Eddie McGoorty

THE REMUERA RUGBY FOOTEBALL FIFTEEN, A LEADING TEAM IN THE AUCKLAND R.U'S. THIRD

GRADE CHAMPIONSHIP—Back Row (from [left):
Second Row: Priestley, Hoskings, Marshall.

Gamble, E. George.

Six-round Bout (Lightweight), Cal-
ley v. Docker.—This was a very noor
contest. Both men were told fo wake
by the referee, who finally declared
no fight in the second round.
Novice Lightweight (Final), Nes-
bit v. Maloney.—This was a ding-dong
g0, both men. being all out, but Nes-
bit got tiie verdict by a narrcw mar-
gin. .
Featherweight (three rounds).—
O’Neill and Williams fought a draw.
This was a splendid exhibition, both
lads boxing very clean, O’Neill using
his -right "to advantage, and landing
frequently. . Williams started to use
his left, and it seemed to check
O’Neill’s - damaging right.  Had the
latter used his left as effectively as
he used his right there would un-
doubtedly have been a different ver-
dict. The writer would like to see
" the same two boys matcned for a
six-round bout. - )

< Ten-round Exhibition, Griffen W
Mussen,—This was a.very interesting
bout: Of course, Griffen was the ex-
perienced. man, but Mussen is a com-

ing -lightweight, and it would cause

no surprise were he to win this year's

championship.
Mr. J. Andrews, of Greymouth,

acted as referee, and gave general
satisfaction. -

‘s Bradford boxer, Jerry Delaney,
has established a big reputation at
Home, and is to be matched with
Fredidy Welsh, the British lightweight
champion.

Lawson, Forde, L

Brown, Hayward.

Burns (vice-capt.),

services of the clever Sydney light-
weight Regio as one of the principals
in their forthecoming professional
matches, that bhoxer having been re-
commended to the Association by
their Australian representative,
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It is stated that P.0. Curran, the
British heavyweight boxer, intends
taking up his residence in Australia.

* * * *H

The match between Kddie McGoorty
and Jimmy <labby will take place
in Sydney on July 4.

% * * &

Tom Mc¢Cormick, the English wel-
terweight boxer, who won his ‘first
three battles and lost the next three
during his visit to Australia, has left
Sydney on the homeward voyage.
Though he has twice defeated Johnny
Summers in Australia and subsequent-
ly was beaten by Matt Wells, these
matches were not regarded as in-
volving the British welterweight title,
g0 ti:at on his arrival iz England mat-
ters promise to be very busy in the
welterweight division. MeCormick
anticipates taking part in five battles
with Summers and Wells, ard thinks
these eliminating tests will result in
him becoming the holder of the Lord
Lonsdale belt. He will then return
to Australia and fulfil several engage-
ments, : :

A 1t P * .

Dave Smith s to be matched with
Jeff Smtih, and the contest will pro-
bably take place next month. -

George,
Front Row: Bfack, Henderson (capt.),

Cutier, Brownlee, Young,

Dave Smith, the ex-New Zealand
light heavyweight, is still of the
cpinion that he can defeat the Amer-
jcan, and in this connection the follow-
ing letter hag been published in the
Sydney “Sun”:—“After witnessing
the Clabby-Smith encounter 1 am
more than ever convinced that our
local champion, Dave Smith, could
give either of the contestants three
rounds and saii home a victor. If
Clabby was showing at his best form,
and that form beat Fddie McGootry,
what earthly chance would Eddie have
with Dave Smith at catch-weights, as
when Dave fought Clabby at 11st.
101h.? The public must admit that in
the last contest, when they saw Dave
Smith's legs being massaged after the
first round, that Dave was not in form,
having that morning lost 3141, to
make weight, and thus weakened
bimzelf. 1f Eddie or his friends are

- prepared to table £100 as a side issue

1 shall cover same by return mail. T
may mention te Eddie that Dave is
prepared, if a match either at the
ffadinm or privately be arranged, and
Eddle makes good, to let him have the

loser's share of the gate.”
R * L !

® *

.While it cannot be said that a fourth
meeting between McGoorty and Davel
Smith will constitute a big attraction
to Australian fight followers, who
have already seen the American twice
decisively beat Smith, it is almost
certain fhat McGoorty will avail him-
self of this offer, as it will probably

33

appeal to. him as a means of picking

up some €asy money.
- * L [

A New York cable conveys the in-
formation that Willie Ritchie has
signed articles for his mateh with
Freddy Welsh, to take place at the
Olympia Club, London, en July 4,
Representatives of both men have de-
posited a guarantee of forfeit, and Mr.
Rugene Corri has been selected as
referee.  Ritchie left New York for
England on June 11, and the greatest
interest is centred in the mesting of
these world-famed lightweights in
England.

A sequel to the return match between
W. Tretand, of Waipawa, and N. Ver-
nall, of Christchurch, which was stag-
ed at the Christchurch Sports Club’s
tonrnament on June 2 is the disqual-
ification for life of the former boxer,
The contest arouged the suspicions of
the committee of that body, and at a
subsequent meeting it was decided to
disqualify both boxers as the officials
wetre unanimously of the opinion, from
their personal observations and from
information from other sources, that
their bout was a “fake.” Both men
were given an opportunity at a special
meeting of the commitiee last week
to show cause why they should not be
disqualified, and subsequently appear-
ed before the committee, It was ex-
plained to Vernall and Ireland that
the committee were unanimously of
opinion that the bout was, in Amer.
ican' terms, a “frame-up,” and were
compelled, in the interest of true,
ciean sport, to take action to protect
their patrdns against fraud. After
cross-questioning both men, the fol-
lowing resolution Wwas unanimonsly
rassed:—“That owing to the tactics
displayed by W. Ireland, this com-
mittee” considers that in the interesis
of the sport it is undesirable that he-
be any longer connected with the
gport in New Zealand, and hereby dis-
qualifies him for life.” In connection
with Vernall, the committee resolved:
“Having reference to the case of N.
Vernall, thé committee considers that
be was not concerned in any unfair
tactics in hig contest with W. Irelaud.”

- . - -

The decigion of the Christchurch
Sports Club in disqualifying W. Ire-
jand has been the subject of much
eriticism, and the following article in
reference to the committee’s action
appeared in the Christchurch “gtar”
under the heading “Farcical and Un-
British.””:—“It ig an ax!om of British
law that a criminal must be regarded
as innocent until proven guilty. Wa
do not suppose that the Christchurchi
Sports Club is much cencerned ahout
axiomg of any kind, but its methods
can onlv be designated as singularly
un-British. Let our readers run their
eyes flown the report of the proceed-
ings of the Sports Club last night and
ask tHeniselves what they think of
the meihods employed bty the com-
mittee; Without any evidence, save
that of the admittedly conflicting evid-
ence of their own eyesthey arrived
at the conclusion that there had been
a “frame-up,” Both parties denied it.
No evidence was called; there was
nothing to go on save gome supicious
appearances and the hoarse whisper-
ing of some supposititions man in the
street. Ireland is supposed to have
made a ‘pot of money’ from some
hypothetical bookmaker for ‘running
a schlinter,” yet he pathetically, and pro-
bably truthfully, told his high-browed
interrogators that he hadn't got en-
cugh money about his clothes for a
return fare. In the face of this, al-
though Vernall was told that he didn't
hit hard enough to knock a child over
in the crucial round, he was discharg-
ed without d stain on his character,
and Ireland was abruptly informed
that his offence, whatever it ,was
would deprive him of further boxing
notoriety for the term of his natural
life. We do not wonder that the
press was asked, as-an afterthought,
to exercise a judicious reticence in ibe
ptention of names.” )

That Charley White the - Chicago
lightweight, had great confidence in.
hig ability to defeat Willie Ritchie for
the championship wag evident by the
delight with which he welcomed the
news that the match had been at last
arranged, and his self-agsurance re-
garding the outcome of their meet-
ing:—*I have been waiting for a long
time for a .chance at the champions
ship. Ritchie is one man I amy
sure 1 can beat. I know he is great,
but I can step along some myself, and
I.think I can clout as hard with either
hand.as he. does with the right. "I
expect to outfight the champion, and
perhaps stop him. If I get a good
shot at his chin I wil! turn the trick
all right.”

.



