(By “RIGIIT WING.")

The first series of mateches in con-
nection with the final round of the
premiership eventuated last Satur-
day afternoon under conditions fax
from. pertect., The weather was
showery and the ground very greasy,
yet that keen sou'-westerly blast was
not so bad as on the previous Satur-
day. With the grounds in a treach-
ous condition, good hockey was hard-
ly expected, nevertheless there were
gome bright patches during the after-
noon, and not the least interesting
was the accomplishment of some good
shooting.

Areta added another victory to their
unbeaten record, defeating Ponsonby
by four goals to ome. Auckland
scored a win over College Rifles with
a three to one margin. University
had some difficulty with Mt Eden,
but came out victorious by three
goals,

Auckland's luck came back to them
on Saturday in the return game with
College Rifles, whom they defeated
in a wellfought contest. Both teams
having a victory to their credit, lined
up with. 2 determination to win. The
sensational play of College Rifles in
the last two games has: brought
them into prominence, while -Auck-
Jand have made little headway so far
this™ season, therefore College -Rifies
had many supporters who were quitc
sanguine of victory. It came rather
as a surprise to them to see their
idols go under. College Rifles never
played up to the form shown in the
two previous matches. The forwarid
line did not show so much dash, in
fact they did not get the opportuni-
ties to display their abilities, owing
to the injudicious hitting of the backs

and the alertness of fhe opposing -

trio. It was no uncommon sight to
witness the forwards inactive, wait-
ing for the Lall to come in their direc-
tion. Had the backs opened up the
game by feeding the wings, probably
the vanguard would have rendered
a better account of themselves. The
Auckland team, on the other hand,
performed much better than in pre-
vious matches, and took advantage of
the opposition’s . mistalces.
(full-back) could hardly go wrong.
His anticipation was good, in fact, in
all departments he was AL

Sparkes did well without having
the finish of Baker. He is the best
tackler on the Auckland side.

Swanu, at centre-half, was good,
and Kavanagh showed cleverness.
Steele, a promoted junior, played like
a veteran, liis back strokes being very
effective.

Murray was in excellent form on -

the wing, and his goal was a beauty.
Welham is rapidly getting into form,
and gave the College backs a lot of
trouble.

Roberts missed a couple of golden
opportunities, but redeemed himszlf
by scoring a clinking goal
brilliant run.

Smythe, the minute he starts fid-
dling with .the ball, is a nuisance to
‘himself and no use to his side. Those
minutes were scarce, and he Xkept
moving, and also the leather too.
~ Cotton “held up” a couple of good
shots, but had no earthly chance oi
stopping the others. )

Sloman was hardly so successful as
usual, & miss or two proving expen-
sive. However, all round it was a
good performance.

O'Loughlin did some hard hitting,
but still a little more judgment would
have been beneficial.

Von Sturmer did not seen active
enough on the heavy ground. His
stopping was safe enough, but he ire-
quently failed to get the ball away.

Graham accomplished some good
work in the first spell. In the sec-
ond speli the mud hamgered him.

Barry was well marked, and oppor-
tunities did not reach .him often
enough. McDonald's game could not
be compared with his effort of the
previous week, Mark was not over-
- turdened with woerk. He had the
honour of notching the ouly goal

The game hetween Areta and Pon-
sonby was highly exhilarating in the
first spell. There were good move-
ments on both sides, much hetter
than witnessed here so far this sea-
son. - There were periods when the
Ponsonby forwards were -swarming

-distinguishing

Baker .

after a
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down on the opposing goal and, simi-

larly, times when the Areta forwards
came like an avalanche. It was pretty
evenly balanced in that respect. To
the observant there was, however, a
feature. The Areta
method had more steadiness and plan
ahout it. In the circle the Ponsonby
forwards rarely did much earnest
shooting. Areta, though no less anxi-
ous to score, had the self-restraint
that was necessary to secure direct
aim towards a definite target. The
goals scorzd represent and are illus-
trative of this difference, and also
of the falling away of Pousonby to-
wards .the end of the first spell. The
second half did not provide such a
good exhibition; players were con-
stantly slipping and the game Dbe-
came inaifforent, Areta dominating
the position.

England was the best of the Areta
backs, making good strokes, but was
inclined to Jdally foo long.

Ellison seemed rather lackadaisical,
and requires to pu: a little more life
into his play.

Whittaker, at centre-hall, used his
position to advontage, checking and
initiating in good style.

Richards showed good form, plac-
ing and hitting with judgment, little
recklessness being apparent in his
play.

B, Whitteker, at centre forward,
was the brairs of the line, and it
was owing to his forathought and un-
selfishness that his side did so well
He scored a nice goal with a reverse
stroke.

Moginie ig, perhaps, the most use-

a possible chance of doing the trieck
again. However, it was the students
that slipped in with the goals, and
Iong before operations ceased the
game was beyond doubt. Neverthe-
less, the contest did not send the
students’ supporterzs home satisfied
concerning the attack. The neces-
sary changes in the vanguard caused
by the absence of Mahony, and a
search for a cenire forward, no doubt
was somewhat responsible for the
outcome. A couple of incidents - oe-
curred during the match, but they in
no way affected the result, as matters
were evenly balanced. Mt. Eden have
only themselves to thank for the ab-
sence of goals, as no better chances
could have occurred to bring about
a goal. It was their bunching tactics
that were really responsible, as too
many players were after the sphere
in the anxiety to get the desired re-
sult.

The Collegian goalkeeper, who was
not overworked in the first spell,
came in for a little in the second, and
mainly with the stick got his side
out of awkward situations. - Both
Speight and Jones made more mis-
takes than usual. The Rhodes
scholar made some splendid recover-
ies. :

The half-line was not very impres-
sive on the attack, but on the defence
both Rennie and Robinson were
sounder.

Among the forwards, Mahony was
the pick, but not up to his usunal form.
King played a serviceable game,
trapping the ball ocn the line at top
speed in a elever manner, Jacobsen
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Women's Assoclation. Down South
active preparations are in progress,
and the leading citizens are being ap-
proached concerning the billeting of
the ladies comprising the team, and
they fully recognise the position of
the Hockey Assoclations in their cen-
tres and intend doing what is in their
power to contribute to the welfare
of the tourists.

The next Norden Cup match takes
place at Hamiiton, where Taranaki
will make an effort to secure the
trophy.

The holders of the Norden Cup will
endeavour to secure further honours
on July 4th, when Waikato will call
upon Auckland to defemd their title
as the champion team of New Zea-
land. :

In view of the foregoing contest
all genior Cup fixtures will be posi-
poned mnext week to enable a (trial
match to be played.

In one uf the matches last week a
couple of incidents occurred which
demonstrate how closely a referee
requires te follow the game, A goal
was awarded owing to the referee
considering that it had crossed the
goal-line, but it only rested on the
line. A little later the ball did actu-
ally go across, but the goalkeeper
cleared immediately and nothing re-
sulted.

Another decision in one of the
senior matches caused some comment.
A team put the bhall fairly into the
net, and the whistle sounded, not for
a goal but to give the attacking side
a penalty corner, owing to an in-
fringement by one of the defenders.

AUCKLAND ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS CRICKET TEAM, WINNERS WEDNESDAY COMPETITION, 1913.
14—Back Row (from left): J. Loney (Hon. Sec.), P. Carr, J. Hudson, J. Nixon, J. Moody, J. Ryan, W. Bright,

J. Neate (Selector).

ful of the Bblack wvansguard in field
work. In the eircle he is not & cham-
pion. :
" Ponsonby were unfortunate in hav-
ing te rplay short-handed. At the
commencement, it looked as If two
vacancies would oceur. However,
Mincher (club captain) was on hand,
and he was induced to turn out. As
a left winger he did some good cen-
tring. .

Siiedden is a promising forward,
and combination is one of his pro-
mises.

Smith, right wing, was good in close
play. Notwithstanding that the
greater portion of his work was one-
handed, he frequently came out of

the ruck triumphant.

Alison (half) and Ya.es (full-back)
can be singled out as being similariv
conspicuous in their respective posi-
tions. The tackling and placing of
Alison was really excellent, and it
¥ates was not so good he was only a
degree inferior.

Mackie did not come ocut of his
shell as expzcted, being rather uncer-
tain in -clearing..

* There is a little bit of ancient his-
tory in connection with the match
between University and Mt. Eden, for
it was just a game in which the same
thing could easily have happened,
as was the case two vears ago. DMt
Eden caused some sensation by de-
feating the victorious students’
eleven by the narrowest of margins,
and had they been able to accept the
opportunities offered there was just

Middle Row (from left):
{Captain), L. Huckings.

Front Row:

wags not allowed so much latitude,
being rlosely guarded by the oppos-
ing half. Potter’s work in the circle
is usually brief and final, but he fail-
ed to score. He received an injury,
which somewhat hampered his move-
ments. : .

Laird, in goal for Mt., Eden, was not
a qualified success, one eifort heing
particularly feeble.

King played excellently at full-
back, hitting and stopping in a busi-
nesslike way, while his little *‘gpecu-
lator” was also in evidence.

Cole, though not so safe as IKing,
rendered good service, hitting being
hig strongest point.

Garrett worked lke a Trojan, and
put the wood in freely. Johns got
through his work cleverly, and held
the opposing wing like a tradesman.

The forwards do not come in for
50 much admiration, on account of
their bunching and indifferent work
in the circle.

Durham hung on to the ball far
too long after carrying it to the goal-
line before attempting to send it in.
McLeod was too eager, and In his
anxiety to score came to grief, Mal-
colm did some good work on- the
wing, but had great dificulty in main-
taining the perpendicular.

The -question of grading the re-
ferees will claim the attention of the
New Zealnd body, and 1 think it is
a step in the right direction.

The Ladies’ Association will reguire
to push forward arrangements in con-
nection with the visit of the English

L. Martin, P. Miller, 4, J, Walklate (President), W. Spiers
J. Bennett, H. Edwards.

Surely this is really penalising -the
innocent.

‘While commenting upon the above
errors it is only fair to state that
quite a .number of very clever deci-
sions were given by referees, which
demonsirates how keen the whistlers
are upon the game.

Two teams have Dbeen selected to
practice for the prospective Shield
matches, and some of the names are
by no means household words in con-
nection with hockey. However, the
selector has a right to experiment,
and as no one envies him his task
further developments will be awaited
with interest.

LATE BOXING NOTES.

The Wanganui Amateur Bexing
Association’s district championship
tourney will be held in the Opera
House on Tuesday and Wednesday,
the 30th June and ist July, when soms
interesting bouts should be wiinessed.

* & » L]

From all appearances the N.Z.
championship tourney, to be held in
the Opera House here on the 22nd
and 23rd July (writes our Wanganui
correspondent), will be the biggest
thing of its kind ever held in the Do-
minion. Most of the centres have
intimated that they will be senrding
strong teams, and there should be
some splendid contests before the
championships are decided. Entries
for this tourney close on 15th July,



