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A New York Sensation,

Thers has heen guite a craze for
white s'ave p'avs in New York recent
1y, and, despite the fact that several
of such plavs have been banned. Miss
Cecily Spooner, a well-known . New
York actress, decided to predues “Tha
Hlouse of Bondage” (an adartation of
«The Daughters of Ishmael” at a
guburran theatre.

There was & full hovse for the
first performance, but before the cur-
tain went up the police raided the
theatre and arrested M'ss Svpooner,
her manager. and other memhers of
the company. They were not even
glven time to chanee their atage
costumes, but were conveved to the
police station in a ratrol waggon.
They were charged with producing an
immoral play, and after formal pro-
ceedings in one of the night courts
were released on bail
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Povoh on Malcolm Tearle!

Malenlm Tesrle. who plays Josenh
in “Josenh and His Preth-en” at the
Theatre. Roval. Melbourne, has the
jdea that the averare Australian is a
¥eenn humorist, even if he is uncon-
arionglv such. Hameing on the wall
in My, Tearle’s dressing room Is a
portrait of hig father, who was a
noted Shanearearean actor. One of
the dréEgers at the theatre. entering
the ronim wag struck by the nicture.
for the face of Tearle, sen., wasg not
onlv handsome but unvsually inteflec-
tual I~okine, and would attract atten-
tion smvwhera. “Misht T he sn bold.”
agted the dresser. “as to inquire who
that rantloman 187”  “That” renlied
Mr, Taavla, iy mv father® “Verv
oaver nplrine? 234 the Aregger, "In-
do~d vea? veplied My, Tearle, with
nrida, “he wag a great actor I ¢nald
peve~ hone to be like him.” The
Arescapr prbhed his chin thonghttullv.
and stared. at the porfralt.  “Yes.
elr, it ig stranze that thers iy mever
mrra than one clever =actor n a
famtly.” wag his unvarnighed com-

ment, - . : T
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Nannar In Fonling, -

whhara ig more daneer iw ‘fooling’
in a trarova tnrn than if wa wera 1o
elva a vasl ptraiehtnt rerformance
rn tha har? &ald M- Crooner, of the
Mhrpn Prheg naw arneaving o “The
Tartw Thigwax” at Walb~urne Wer
WMniastwly  #Von gae, in a tnen of the
»aal gnrt wa osp tala averv care. and
‘rertarm diffenlt feats 1vst as we have
tratnad_onsalves to do them. In our
purlegane. knoek-ahout traneze art we
have to hroaden evervthine n order
to ot the langhs. For evamnle. when
we fall we mmst fall elumsily and
carelegsly, conveving the idea that
it iz all vrnintentional. Srmetimes
wa =0 over the mark just a Iittie ton
fap. and we zet hurt. Tou know, one
of us falls from the bar just as an-
other ona pulls the mat awav from
pndevneath, and he falls on the bare
beards, The other nizht. mv mate
droomed a little bit too soon and fell
on the man with the mat. The latter
enent the nevt dav in bhed and had a
na row ecscape from serious injury.”
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{ nnking for Tacks!

mhe nagnal stranger who wandered
on ta the stage at Melbonrne Theatre
Poval prior to the risine of the cur-

talp rm the nageant nlay, “Josenh and

iz Brethren.” wnru'd he rTather Inter-
estad and pvgzled at the demeanour
of game of tha princirals. who, with
hesd dnwn and eves ou the hoards.
ra~e v and down the staze, appar-
. entlv wrarnred deep in thousht. Tt
micht be hazarded that they are
thinTine their parts over but the
erpiectume womld he wrong, AS &
rlain matter of fact. they are looking
for tacks! Tn the first act of the
rlece. several of the vlavers, includ-
fne Mr, Tearle., who anpears a8
Joseoh. are bare-footed, and it some-

timeg hanvens that the vigilant eyes’

of the stazehands fail to reveal a
bra'nesslike little point that lies in
walt for an unwarv, unshod foot.
Mhen there ig trouble. One might
durine the weslr, Mr. Tearle nlacidly
lendine his sheen across the stage
jrgt as the curtain rose. put his font
on a tark. and mearlv emitted a yell
and he fe't the rain f~r two or thre=
dave. The princirals who go bare-
footed mow - (vouches our Melbrurne
correspondent) make dombly sure by
geanning the stage carefully for the
unobtrusiver but dangerous tack be-
fore the curtain rises on the play.

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

A Hungry Actor. )

JDon’t overfeed the camel,” was the
instruction given by the keeper of
the camel in “Joseph and His Breth-
ren” to a man who was p'aced In
cha~ge of the animal at Melbo rne
Theatre Royal. He added the cam-
tion, “If he is too weil fed be wilt
get proud and prlay up” However.
the camel was not to be denled. He
manaced to get at the baw of chaft
stored in the property room for draw-
ing upon at his regular meal times
and devoured nearly the who'e of
{t. This merely served to sharpen
hig appetite, for he got hold of the
canopy of the palangnin in which M's3
Ethel Warwick, as Zuleika. Is borne
on +o the stage and practically dls-
posed of that. Shortlv befnra the
curtain rose on the performance. the
camel’s depredations were unfolded.
and the property staff had to set to
work to make practically a new palan-
quin cover, which they accomplighed

just as Miss Warwick had to make

her entrance on the scene.
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Working Off Old Gaags.

Berry Lupino, the comedian of “The
Forty Thieves” .at Melbourne Her
Majesty's, says that he very seldom
has been at a loss for new gags since

Wu,” which i{s now being preduced

" at’ the Strand Theatre, London, by

Mr. Smith’s partner, Mr. Louls Meyer,
and is the greatest of the new gea-
son’s successes, The New Zealand
tour of this company will commence
late in August. ’

The second Louis Meyer-Beaumont
Smith ecomipaay will open in Mel-
bourne at the Princess Theatre on

August 22nd. This will be an im-
ported farce-coinedy company with a
repertoire of the four finest comedies
produced in London during the past
three years, namely, “The Glad Eye,”
“Who's the Lady,” “The Chaperon,”
and “The Real Thing.” Mr. Smith
has secured the Princess Theatre,
Melbourne, from George Willoughby,
Ltd.,, from August to December, and
the plays will be presented by ar-
rangement with that new and import-
ant firm,

“Outside this = arranSement,” Mr.
Smith explaing, “the tours are con-
trolled and owned entirely by my
partner (Mr. Louis Meyer) and my-
self, Other companies and other
plays will follow, Mr. Meyer con-

trols two London theatres (the Strand
and the {arrick), and the best that
he produces from time to time wiil
be sent to me for production in New
Zealnd and Australia.
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CUNNINGHAM AND ROSE, black-faced specialty artists, who are
making their first Australasian appearance at the Auckland Opera
- . House,

he hag been in Australia. If he goes
to a cricket match or other gathering
he hears so many quaint and humor-
ous sayings.and comments that he has
no difficulty in culling enocugh to keep
up his supply. “For real humour,”
said the comedian, “I think the Aus-
tralian crowd takes the cake. Your
‘man in the street,” with his humor-
ous and sometimes caustic comments
on things in general, is far ahead of
ours in London, Again, there are
numberg of people who send me hu-
morous ideas, though, as a rule, they
are not adapted to stage use., I have
been told that the Australian lkes
old favourites. and that he rprefers
a well-handled chestnut to the fresh-
est joke ever invented. One of thes=
nights I will try this—I will work oif
all the oldest gags and wheezes 1
can rake up, and will see how they
£g0.
big sheet of armour plating in case
tbe audience want to throw things at
me!” "

BEAUMONT  SMITH’S ENTER-
PRISES.:

“ONLY THE BEET."

Beaumont Smith is jnét now paying

New Zealand a hurried visit with his

famous lyricscope play “The Miracle,”
which 1{s being presented in conjunc-
tion with Messrs. Fuller and Hay-
ward. :

The first of Mr. Smith’s new at-
tractions opens at the Adelphi Thea-
tre, Sydney, on July 11th. This will
be the Beaumont Smith and Louis
Meyer English Dramatic Company,
playing Rex Beach's famowns drama
“The Barrier,”

But I ghall be prepared with a.

and another remark- -
able Chinede tragedy, entitled “Mr.’

‘new to New Zealand theatregoers, but
we ‘intend to build up a reputation
by offering only the best.” . Beau-
mont Smith, it will be remembered,
brought Tiny Town to this country.

GEORGE WILLOUGHBY'S AR-
RANGEMENTS FOR 1814,

When making arrangements for
their theatres for 1914, George Wil-
loughby, Limited, set themselves with
considerable success to compile a list

-of attractions that mark a distinct

advance upon -the policv that has

hitherto been pursued hy the mmanage- l

ment.

Mr. Willoughby has arranged with
J., and N. Tait to preseni at Easter
in the Princess Theatre, Melbourne,
the celebrated Scotch comedian Harry
Lauder and his English company on
his first appearance in Aurtralia. At
the econclusion of Mr. Lauder’'s season
provision has been made for the visit
of a new American company, headed
by Mr. Harrington Revnolds, who will
be remembered as a member of Dan
Frawley's company (which visited
Melbhourne some years ago) in the
“Rosary,” in the character of an Irish

priest, Father PBrian Kelly, a part

which he created in America,- where
“The Rosary” has been playing con-
tinuously for the past five years. The
company will be imported in its en-
tirety. Following upon ‘The Rosary”
will be George Willoughhy’s first pan-
tomime, “Aladdin”—this will be after
it returns from New Zealand. TIn this
pantomime there is an innovation of
having two first boys, Miss Grace
Palotta -and Miss Carrie Moore, with
Miss Mabel Bachelor as principal girl
The management intend to produce
a pantomime annually in both Mel-
bourne and Syduey. .
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" The Cheriavekys have all received
the encomiums of representative
musicians. Jan, the second boy, who
is now about twenty-one, is the bril-
liant pianist of the tamily. Mischel,
the youngest plays the ‘cello.. The
critic of the Melbourne “Age” onca
dec'ared that“in Mischel Ca-roiavsky
the world may one day recozmise its
greatest 'cellist.”

SOUTHERN STAGE NOTES -

(By “Lorgnette.”)

WELLINGTON, March 9. .
There is still some dcubt -as o
when the New  Grand Opera House

will be opened. So far Mr. Bert .
Rovle has received Do information -
from headquarters what the opening

attraction will be of when the theatre -
will he opened. My own opinion -is
that it will not be opened now before
Faster, -and the orening attraction
will probably be Willlam Anderson’s
American company with “The Graf-
ters.”

The Wellington season of the
George Willoughby pantomime ° Alad-
din” at the Gpera House has- been
nothing short of phenomenal. Packed
houses have witnessed each perform- -
ance, and the enthusiasm with which
this really excellent combination of
artists are received at both night and
matinee performances must be most
gratifying to every one concerned in
the production. To say that “Aladdin”
is gorgeous is trite, and conveys but
a small idea of the magnificence of
the dresses and scenery. From tihe
rise to the fall of the ecustain the
Gecrge Willoughby production most
certainly stands out clearly as a re-
markab’e production, Traly, “the cld
order changeth, giving -place to the
new” in pantomime as in everything
else, and the “story,” so dea to the
hearts of the children, and even the
old’ folks, of ‘olden time, which used
to be followed with such wrapt atten-
tion. is now of secondary importanze,
except in so- far as it serves as a
“peg” on which to hang all that i3
Jatest in vaudeville. Unguestionably
Mr. George Willoughby has gathered
together a company that for allround
excellence it would be wellnigh
impossible to. beat. . Every. one in
the huge combimatioh is a “trier,” and
~with such a camaraderie existing it
is easily understood how the produe-
tion is the success it is, In.a cast
of characters whizh .comprise “all
‘stars” it is a difficu!t matter to par-
ticularise, each .member -beéing a
" thorough artist in nis..or her own
_particular line. Special mention must.
however, be made of the work done
by Miss Carrie Moore, Miss Grace
Palotta, Miss Mabel Batchelor, Miss
Nellie Fallon. Mr, Percy. Cliftoh, Mr.
Edward - Stanley, Mr. J. P. O’Neill,
Mr. Bert Barton, Morris and Shand,
Tiny Tot Marjorie, Mr., ‘Henri
Marcelle, and the Mullaneys
It is not often I go to a show morz
than once, but must on this:oceasion
plead guilty to having wandera.i into
the Opera House no fewer than five
times to see the evening performances
and twice to see the matinees of
- “Aladdin,” Nuf sed! H

Mr. Alf. -Linley goes to Sydney op
Friday by the Ulimarca in search of.
. further attractions for the Dominion.
. At mnine o'clock on Saturday  morn-
ing, Februa:y 28th the box plans for
the iwo Tango teas were opened at
the Dresden. The rush.to book. seats
was 8o great that by the time twelve
o’clock came round every geat in the
dress-circle and front stalls, and wit-
. the exception of the three:bark rows
“in ‘the ordimary stalls, was_ booked
for” both functions.. Mr.. Stan ey
"Grant, business manager, and Mr.
Qharl’es Knight, ‘touring representa-
" tive state that in all their theatrical
~experience they never saw such
~clever and businesslike work done in
.any booking office as was done by
.'Miss Goyder that morning. - ‘Absolute-
ly without any assistance she did all
.the work, and.right throughout the
" three hours there was not one single
complaint. made. Messrs, Grant and
Knight say they have to "hand it”
to Miss Goyder as the champion book-
ing expert in Australasia- '
. I made & tour of inspection of the
various houses' of -amusement in the
“¢lty. and suburbs last Tuesday even-
ing, and from conversations I had
with the man%gers it is a safe bet
to state that over ten thousand per-
sons pald for admission to the the-



