
IS PASPALUM A WEED?

Paspaium Dilatatum has now been

established in the North Auckland

Peninsu.a long enough to have proved
its usefulness as the best grass ever

introduced. Ic has sail a few enemle..

who condemn it because it grows too

weli; ior one nas only to investigate

a little to and in practically every

instance that these objectors have

planted it in their orchards or gar-

uens, have in consequence been

turned mto paddocks capable of sup-

porting a beast to tne acre —a, blessing

turned into a curse oecause it was

planted in the wrong place.
“A lew years ago at a show I heard

a farmer snouting at the man nex<,

him: ‘Paspaium, don't talk to me

aoout tne uanged weed!’ He then

described in tuiid terms, and I gather-

ed that it was of a rich crimson

colour, ano mat. if lie couid send it

to the piace where there is a con-

stant high. temperature and gnash-

ing teem lie wouiu promptly do so.

1 guessed . tnat.;it was tne uoua>

trouble and asked.: D-d you put n

in your oichard?'. He glanced ac me

suspiciously ior a moment, then re-

plied: ‘vveii, yes i did, worse luck.

Did. it grow.'' ft was like a red rag

to a buii. He naturally, had a tain

voice, ana he fairly squeaked: wu**

grow? why, 1 ieft tne disc m a

corner oi tne ploughing, and uetore

i couid say uacK rtooinson’ it nau

coverea it over; then over tne seat;

rignt out of signt; up the trees ana

smotuered the tence. Oh, yes n-

grew. i>-d it hold.'" was my next

question, ’we nave been trying ior

years to get a grass wmch will noid.

■ i es, -sir, he answered, ‘it will num,

Lo-d tiii me nay oi j udgment; for i

ploughed it and uisced it and noed it,

ana p-oagiieu it again, and me mure

r med to go*- it cut tne ueiter it grew,

i suggested mat if he realty wanted

to get rid Qi it ne might try pig*

in me wet weather when tne exposed

tree roots would- not ue injured, or

n a targe piougnabiie area, to plough

it in frosty weamer so that the roots

are exposed to the cold.

•i\ow, as some object tnat it grows

tuo vveii, omeis say that it aoes not

grow enough, or even at ait in me

Wimer, io put it another way they

are not satisned with a grass wmcn

gives, under tavourable conditions, a

return of oo tons of green feed per

acre during the season, or if utilised

in another torm, ever s.x tons of cnaft

per acre.; cut, line me worker, tne

capitalise, ana Oliver Twist, they ask

loi more, if tncy woum shut up a

top uress iv and cut it for

i.ay, or mam ensilage, they wou.d nnu

t-ai xt vs not necessary ior paspalujn

co grow in the winter. In any case,

mey are correct, ior i nave

ixieasuieu as macii as Six inches of

euiuie paspaium m tne midd.e of

u c.ne, x-ixu vcneis Have noticed a p«r-

Bibceno growth ad me winter, except

on iipsty days, Wiien most grasses

aie uermant.

• i i.iia mat it makes a very nmn-

t.ous nay oi a dark green colour,

rainer coarse and long in the grain,

out to quote tne seedmen's catalogues,

• 6reediiy eaten by ah kinds ei smcK,

espec.uiiy uaipy cows.' in its green

state an kinds or stock tnnve on it,

horses line it.,, put on condition ana

can no a considerabxe amount ol work

it feu on paspaium aione, and a li-tle

hard feed m conjunction goes a very

long way. Caives do well on it, aim

I have watched them select tufts o.

it irorn among otner grasses. When

not hungry mey stron along nipping

seed heads, wmch tney ev.dently look

on as tit-bits, rigs get rat on it,

and as a dairy gruss only lucerne iS

ahead of it. As a part test of its

leeding vame my neighbour tells me

tnat he could wish tor nothing better

ior his lambs.

i\ow, a large area of the virgin

country north of Auckland is covered

with tea-tree and tern which is diffi-

cult to eradicate. This kind of scrub,

generaxly grows on poor land, and on

this claos of country paspaium always

forms a flat, impenetrable mat, rather

tiian snooting stra.ght up, thus check-

ing the young growth of fern, etc.

from the very beginning, and even-

tually kil.ing it right out, more parti-

cularly if the fern and the tea-tree are

cut occasionally and the paspaium

assisted in its good work. With the

same kind of help the grass w.ll even-

tually wipe out blackberries and

briar; so apart from its other good

traits it is of especial value m eradi

eating noxious weeds. .
It will grow on all kinds of soil,

even on pipe clay which has een

ploughed it has been known to grow

places. On rich flats it gives a

enormous yield and wi.l grow on

swampy land lightly covered with

water without apparent injury. At

the time of writing (November 20th)
I have ciumps of it averaging three

ieet six inches in height growing in

a swampy creek, its roots being in

water. For several years it has aone

well m this condition, and in me not

weather when the creek is dry it at-

tains a height approximating to five

feet six inches, whilst the seed heads

are higher. Here again paspaium is

superior to other grasses, for once

ryegrass, cocksfoot, etc. goes to seed

they produce little growth and the

tendency is for them to dry up in hot

weather, and as a consequence the

cream cheques show a marked faking

off, which can only be checked by

a liberal su|pply of green' feed, such

as maize, etc. On the other hand

the paspaium flourishes greatly, seeds
luxuriantly, but keeps its bright lus-

cious green and the hotter it is the

more it grows, provided its roots,
which are deep seated, can get a

little moisture. With two or three

paddocks of paspaium in reserve

there is no necessity to grow green

feed, and unlike most of the spec.ally-
grown feed it oan be repeatedly eaten

off during the whole summer.

“The season of 1912-13 was the

driest known for the past fifty years,

ana feed was so scarce that most

dairy farmers had to dry off tneir

cows to save them; even then many

head were lost. In hundreds of in-

stances it was the paspaium which.

Kept stock alive all through tne

drougnt and tor hundreds of square

miles that was the omy green tmng

to oe seen except the bush, and even

portions of tnat pensned from thirst.

This was the test, and those with

paspaitxiii in large areas did well m

spite ci me season, and, m fact, were

the omy dairy farmers that held out

at ah. Dur.ng the height of the

drougnt 1 measured some paspaium

growing unaer tne most favourable

conditions—rich soil, moisture and

iieat—and found that it grew two feet

six inches in thirty days. A gentle-

man representing one of the oldest

land agencies in the province stated

that the same phenomenal growth of

the grass had come under his notice

in another district.

“By experiment I find that if the

growth of the grass and seed of sur-

face-sown paspaium be represented

oy the figure 4, men on good ploughed
land the growim would be represented
by v. Again by actually testing and

counting, i and that on.y about zt>

per cent, of New Zealand-grown seed

geiiiixnates; mere is a large propor-

tion tx.at has no kernel. On me otner

hand beccombe s seed is highly satis-

factory, one has only to take a i.and-

ml ana aware its weight with a

handful of any other grass, the weigh.

is theie and so are the kernels. Pinch

them between your thumb- and linger

nails, bite tnem. Seed after seed

stands the test, hard and nrm, for

the germ is there- I am of opinion
that New Zealand-grown seed wki

never equal Seccombes, because Sec-

comoe’s is properly harvested and

grown and developed under ideal cli-

matic conditions such as we only get

here in a life-time.

“Seed does best when sown in the

spring, .and a friend writes that ho

has got a perfect sward by the fol-

lowing method:—He sowed Lotus

angustissimus, five pounds to the acre,

mixed with Italian ryegrass, in tho

autumn, then in October, in suitable

weather, he sowed ten pounds of Sec-

combe’s. This sank down amongst,

the angustissimus and rye, thus find-

ing the perfect seed bed, shade, mois-

ture, and heat. As a dairy grass it

is first class. We find that there is

a tendency for the milk to d minish,

even to the extent of six gallons at

the end of a week when the cows were

put into another paddock of a larger

area and equal bulk of grass. There

is a constant unvarying persistent

return, wet or fine, year in year out.

Paspaium -tells, and so does good

seed; therefore, get Seccombe s. Final-

ly a grass which gives so much nour-

ishing feed must in time require man-

ure or it will probably die out even-

tually. Therefore top dress.”

SPECIALITY

CAMBRIDGE Patent GAS PRODUCER
Down-Draught Principle.

The most Efficient, Reliable, and Economi-

cal Producer on the Market. ■ Can work on

VariousKindsofFuel.

Manufactured and Supplied by

Geo Fraser & Sons, Ltd.
ENGINEERS, ETC.,

Auckland, N.Z.

WE beg to draw the attention of all
Consumers of Power to the great ad-

vantage obtainable in ming tne
CAMBRIDGE PRODUCER.

DURING THE STRIKE while deprived of
Coal, we worked efficiently and economi-
cally on Firewood alone.

Come along to vs for Iradical Information
and, Demonstration,

100 Years’ Life Elixir!

Why not live long time and look

young, feel young, be young all that

time? The

100 YEARS’ LIFE ELIXIR

Will do it. It is the result of fifteen

years careful investigation and study.
Proved and perfected by the practical
experience of a successful Medical
Herbal Specialist, and will cure you.

2/6 1 per Bottle, at all leading Stores

or the

CLAPHAM BOTANIC INSTITUTE,

UPPER QUEEN-ST., AUCKLAND.

PURE BREAKFAST

I

HUGH C. GRIERSON,
- ARCHITECT,

SECURITY BUILDINGS, QUEEN ST-

AUCKLAND.

Telephone No. 2499.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1913.

Oceanic Fish Market.
OYSTERS AND WHITEBAIT IN

SEASON.

Wholesade Market, Freezing Works and

Office, Lower Nelson St. Phone ,™
n

Retail Shop, No. 1, Queen St. Phone

1946.

WF SUPPLY DAILY TO SHIPPING,WE
HOTELS AND FAMILIES.

Correspondence to be addressed to the

Manager,

MR. A. J. DOBSON. i

rpHE DEVONPORT STEAM FERRY

COMPANY, LIMITED.

STEAMERS: Ngoiro, Kestrel, Albatross,
Condor, Goshawk, Eagle, Osprey, Brit-
tannia, Victoria, Takapuna, Lyttelton,
Pelican, Young Dungaree, Kawau,
Ruru, Merlin.

Steam Ferry (Passenger and Vehicular)
Services to the Suburbs of

DEVONPORT, NORTHCOTE, BIRKEN-
, HEAD AND CHELSEA-

Steamers at short intervals daily from
6.30 a.m. to 11.40 p.m. Also all night

service to Devonport.
Daily Service to St. Heliers Bay.

Excurs.on Steamers run to the popular
resorts—St Heliers Bay, Lake Takapuna,
Motutapu, Motuktrea and Pine Island

as notified in the daily papers.
Steamei-s on Hire for Excursions of any
description and for extended trips. Com-
fortaole Cab.ns. Every convenience.

Telephones 246 and 284.

ALEX. ALISON, Manager.

gTEAMSHIP OOM-
PANY,

Weather and other circumstances per-
mitting, the Company’s steamers will
leave, as under:—

FOR RUSSELL AND OPUA.

CLANSMAN. .Every Monday, at 6 p.m.
FOR RUSSELL, WHANGAROA AND

..
. MANGONUI.

CLANSMAN. . Every Wednesday, 4 p.m.
FOR AWANUI, WAIHARARA, HOU-

HORA.

APANUI. .Every Monday, at 2 p.m.
FOR GREAT BARRIER.

WAIOTAHI. .Every Wednes., midnight.

FOR BAY OF PLENTY PORTS.

One or two Steamers Every Week.

FOR NEW PLYMOUTH.

RARAWA. .Every Monday and Thurs-

day afternoon.

Connecting with through train to Wel-

lington at New Plymouth.

FOR WAIHEKE AND COROMANDEL

Leave Auckland.

Friday, 27th, 2 p.m.

Leave Coromandel, via Waiheke.

Saturday, 28th, 7 a.m.

FOR WARKWORTH AND WAY

PORTS.
S.S. HAUITI.

Leaves Auckland. Leaves Warkworth.

Fri., 27th, 3 p.m. Thurs. 26th,- 7 a.m.

Sun., Ist, 4 p.m. Sat., 28th, 7.30 a.m.

Mon., 2nd, 8.30 a.m.

FOR ARKLE’S BAY, BROWN’S BAY,
AND SILVERDALE.

S.S. GREWA.
Leaves Auckland: Leaves Silverdale:

Fri., 27th, 4.30 p.m. Sat., 28th, 7.30 a.m.

*Sat., 28th, 2 p.m. *Mon., 2nd, 6 a.m.

♦Arkle’s and way ports only.

FOR RAGLAN AND KAWHIA.

CLAYMORE. .Every Monday.

KAWHIA AND WAITARA.

CLAYMORE. .February 26. 10 a.m.

NORTHERN S.S. CO., LTD., Agents.

i Do yourself ft Good Cum j
< Yes do yourself the best of all possible good turns by getting rid at once gf
1 of the trouble which may be robbing your life of health and happiness,, *

) It is amazing how many people go on suffering day after day from all J
< sorts of complaints when a little self-benevolence might quickly give
I

them lasting relief. To suffer from indigestion, liver troubles, head- 1

J aches, constipation, and a train of similar disorders, when J

j Bp Caking {
) Beecham’s Pills a speedy and permanent cure may be effected is surely J
< the height of folly. If you have lost your appetite or the power to

■ 1 assimilate food has become - defective; if you suffer from biliousness, ■

1 flatulence or other derangements of the digestive organs you will do J
, yourself a real good turn if you take x

i Beechams Pills |
C Sold everywhere inboxes, price IOJd. (36 pills) Id \ (56 pills) & 2/9 (168 pills).

hnk Ynnr PattaffftS TO CANADA AND UNITED STATES
BRmSH |SLES AHD EUROPEi

By the CANADIAN-AUSTRALASIAN ROYAL MAIL LINE.

Australia—New Zealand—Canada
THROUGH THE MOST WONDER FUL SCENERY IN THE WORLD.

Touching at Fiji, Honolulu, Victoria, and Vancouver; across Canada by
Canadian-Pacific Railway.

Round the World Tours in conjunction with all the Cape, Suez, China and

Japan lines arranged at lowest rates.

ONLY A SHORT TIME BETWEEN PORTS. UNEQUALLED COMFORT.

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY OF N.Z. TD.,
MANAGING AGENTS.
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