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IS PASPALUM A WEED ?

Paspalum Dilatatum has now been
established 1 the North Awuckland
reninsu.a long enough to have proved
its usetulness as the besi grass ever
introduced. I¢ has scail a few enem:e.
wil0 condemn 1L pecause it grows too
weli, w0r one uas only to investigate
a uLttie Lo and in practically every
instance that these objectors have
planted it n their orchards or gar-
aens, whi_h nave :n consequence been
turneéd into paddocks capable of sap-
porting a beast to toe acre—a blessing
turoea inte a curse pecause it was
ptanted in the wrong place.

“'A rew years ago at a show I heard
u farmer soouung at the man hex.
uim: ‘Faspaiuin, don't talk to me
guout toe uanged weed!’ He then
described 1 1avid terms, and I gatnuey-
ed that 1t was of a .rich crimson
colour, and Lnat..r bhe cow.d send it
to the piace where there is & . con-
stanc h.gb,. temperature and gnash-
ing Ieeun ue . wowa prompuly  do. so,
1 guessed . toat it . was lue U-ua.
iroulde and askea: 'D.d you put 1.
M yuuer oicbard?. fHe glanced ac mez
susp.@lowsly Io¢ & moment, then re-
pled: “wel, . yes L did, worse luck-
‘pid 1t grow:’ it was uke a red rag
to u bwi. . He naturatly. had a tan
vuice, anu he fairly squeaked: “uiww
growy. .why, 1 eft tue 08¢ .0 &
coruer of lhe plouguing, and werote
L vowd bAy ‘JacK HAODINSON’. it uau
LOVered 1o OVer; tien over the sgal;
rigut oat of siput; up the.irees auu
smuvtuered tThe Ience. Oh, yes s«
sréew. Caod 1t bold: . wWas Iy 24
yleslion, “we unave veen trying Ids
yEUTS LU L8C & LYASS wilch wuu uoud,
‘xes, 5If,- he awswered, ‘it will uwnig,
LO.d Tl Lpe DAy of wudgmenc; 10c L
pivuged 1T ahd alsced it and noed 1c,
alu p.Odpucl L Agdin, &nd tae murc
1u.ed 1o gev sl it the pecter it grew.
L suggested tnat 1fhe really wanted
w gel md O 1L 06 INghe Ty pige
in twe wel weather wien tne €Xposed
wee 100ta would not ve 1Mjured, Or
i a large mouguaine area, to pluugh
1¢ 11 trosty weather so that the roots
ure expo.ed to vhe cold. :

“NOW, w8 Some opsect that .i grows
tu0 wely, vikers »ay uhat it ades noi
BIOW €00ugd, Ul evel al al In .ae
wiliLer. ‘l'u puc it anotner way they
wre NDOC sacisued wild & grass wmch
slves, under iavourable conaltions, a
recurn of oo wons of green feed per
acte Uulwug the season, or if utilised
i anotiier Iorm, over s.X tons of ceart
Lor @ol'€; ' LUL, (K e WOrKET, tue
vupdallsy, and uliver Twisy they ask
fui ure,  1f Ldey Wolld sS0us up 2
punludhk, Wy areéss lo and cut ic for
sy, UF ldag €NslAgE, They woud unda
Lot oU 8 NOL LEcRebATY for paspalym
W plUw 11 Tue wincer. 1o any casé
Luky .akt busuBly vulleci, tor 1 navs
bdbuibd me Wiwcl &8 81X 10ches oL
cuivi€ - pASpallL b toe midg.e of
pulib, whl veulS have Dociced a pel-
bt BLOWLL @l Lle WINLer, exiepi
vl il'valy Quys, Wueu MOSC Era-eods
are uclnmanc. | ’

“1 e leat it makeg a very nua.xi-
LO0us uay ul a dark greem CuiOus,
ralner wuarse and long in the grald,
put o quote tne seedmen’s cacalogues,
‘glecdlly eavel by al Kinds el .ok,
wHpet.ally wdlly COwWs’ In its green
stuwe #il Kihds O stock torve on at,
horses Like i, put on condit.on anda
call do @ considerab.e amount of work
it teq un paspalum a.one, and a ti.tle
nard -teed o conjunclion goes a Very
wng way. taves do well on it, adu
1 havé watched them seiect tufts o.
It Leull among otner grassei. when
LU¢ hungry loey stroll along nippPIng
seed heuwas, wwch toey ev.dently 100k
on a8 Tichus. r1gs sed 1ab on it,
and as a dalry £Fass only lucerne .8
anead of it. As a part test Of 1U8
leeding vaiue my Reighbouar tells me
ihat Le oulq wish for notning better
Ior his lambs. '

“ NuW, 8 large .area of the virgin
countcy norta of Auckland is coveljed
with teatree and fern which is diffi-
cuit to eradicate. This kind of scrub;
genera.ly grows on podr land, and on
this cla-g of country paspalum always
jorms g tat, impenetrable mat, rather
tuan suooting stra.ght up, thus check-
ing the young . growth of fern, ete.
from the very beginning, and even-
tually kil ing it Tight out, more partl-
cularly if the fern and the tea-tree are
cut occasionally end the mpaspalum
assisted in its good work. With the
same kind of help the grass will even-
toally wipe out blackberries and
priar; so apart from its other good
traits it is of espectal value in eradi-

ing noxious weeds. -
ca{t ivill grow on all kinds of soil;
even on ‘pipe clay which has been
ploughed it has been known fo gr(:;
in places. On rich flats 1t gives

enormous yield and wi.l grow on
swampy land - lightly covered with
water without a&apparent injury. At
the time of writing (November 20tn)
I have cuumps of it averaging three
1eet gix inches in height growing in
a swampy creek, Its roots weing 1n
water, For several years it has done
well 1n thig condiviom, and in tne uot
weather when the creck is dry it at-
waing a height approximating to five
feet six inches, whilst the seed heads
are higher. Here again paspalum is
superior to other grasses, for once
ryegrass, cocksfcot, ete, goes to seed
they produce little growth and the
tendency is for them to dry up in hot
weather, and as a <consequence the
cream cheques show a marked faliog
off, which can- ounly be checked by
a lLiberal supply of greemw feed, such
as maize, etc. On the other hand
the paspaium flourishes greatly, sceds
{uxuriantly, but keeps its- brignt luas-
cious greem and the hotter it is the
more it grows, provided its roots,
which are deep seated, can get a
little moisture. With two or three
paddocks of paspatum In  reserve
there is no necessity to grow green
feed, and unlike most of the speec.ally-
grown feed it can be repeatediy eaten
oft during the whole summer.

“The seagson of 1912-13 was the
driest known for the past fifty years,
and feed was S0 scarce that most
dairy farmers had to dry off tneir
cows to save them; even then many
head were lost. [n hundreds of in-
stances 1t was the paspalum which
gept stock alive ali through toe
drougnt and ror bundreds of sguare
miles that was the Oy green Lnng
to pe seon except the bush, and even
portlons of toat perisned from thirsc.
rhis was the test, and those witn
paspaswu 1o targe areas did well 1o
3pive oI tue season, and, i fact, were
the omy dairy farmers that held oul
at al. pur.ng oe height of the
drougnt | measured some paspalum
gFOwihg unger tne most favouraple
conditions—rich soil, moisture and
hneai—and found that it grew two festl
gix 1mches in tnirty days. A gentier
mhn representing one of the oldest
land agencies in the province stated
that the same phenomenal growth of
the grass had come under hig notice
in another district.
© “By experiment I find that if the
growth of the grass and seed of sur-
L4ue-S0WD paspalum  be represented
py the ugure &, tnen on good nloughed
iand the growcs would be represented
by v. Again by actually tesung and
coanting, 1 und that on.y aboul zo
per cent. of New Zealand-grown seed
pErm.nates; Laeie is a large propor-
udn tuat bhas no kermel. On t.e otuer
hand peccombe s seed is highly satis-
fasoury, one has only o take g ..and-
fu] anu wompare its weight with a
nandful of any other grass, the weigh.
is thele and so are the kernels. P.nch
themr between your tnumly and unger
pails, bite tnem. seed sufter seed
stiuds the test, hard and wurm, fos
the germ is vhere. I am of opinion
thac New zealand-grown seed wi.l
never equal Seccombes, because Sec-
compe’s is propacly harvested and
grown and developed under ideal cli—
matic conditions such as we only get
here in a life-time.

- +Geed does best when sown in the
spring, and a friend writes thai ha3
has got a perfect sward by the fol-
lowing methed:—He sowed Lotus
angustissimus, five pounds to the acre,
mixed with Italian ryegrass, in tho
autumn, then in Octoper, in suitab.ie
weather, he gowed ten pounds of Sec-
combe’s. This sank down amongsh
the angustissimus and rye, thus find-

ing the perfect seed bed, shade, mois--

ture, and heat. As a dairy grass it
ig first. class.- We find that there is
a tendency for the milk to d.minisi,
even to ihe extent of six gallons al
ihe end of a week when the cows werz
put into another paddock of a larger
area and equal bulk of grass. There
is a -constant  unvarying persistent
return, wet or fine, year in year out.

Paspalum - tells, and so . does . good.

seed; therefore, get Seccombe 5. F.nal-
ly a grass which gives so much nowr-
ishing feed must in time reguire man-
ure or it will probably die gut even-

tually. Therefore top dress.” R
—

Oceanic Fish Market.

OYSTERS AND WHITEBAILIT IN
. SEASON.

——

honlesade Market, Freszing Works and

v%ﬂfl)cg, Lower Nelson St 'Phone_1736.

Retail Shop, No. 11.46Queen St. Phone
- 1946,

" SUPPLY DAILY TO SHIPPING,
Wi HOTELS AND FAMILIES.
Correspondence to be addressed to the
Manager, .
. MR. A. J. DOBSON. B

300k Your Passages

BPECIALITY

CAMURIDGE Patent GAB PRODUCER | .
Down-Draught Principle.
The most Efficient, Reliable, and Economi-
cal Producer on the Market, - Can work on
¥arious Kindas of Fuel.

Menufectured and Supplied by

ﬁt_m' Fraser & Sons, Ltd.

-ENGINEERS, ETC.,

Auckland, N.Z.

B 'b-eg to draw the attention of all-
“; Consumera of Power to the great ad-
vantege obtainable in un-ing toe

CAMBRIDGE PRODUCER.

DORING THE STRIKE while deprived of
Conl, we worked efficiently and economi-
cally on Firewood alons.

Come along v vs for Iractical Informuation
anud Demonsiration,

100 Years' Life Elixir!

Why not live & 'ong tlme and look
young, feel young, be young all that
time? The
100 YEARS' 1JFE ELIXIR
Will do it. It is the result of fifteen
years carefu! investigation and study.
Proved and perfected by the practical
experience of a successfui Medical
Herbal Specialist, and will eure you.
2,6 per Bottle, at all leading Stores
or the .
CLAPHAM BOTANIC INSTITUTE,

UPPER QUEEN-ST., AUCKLAND.

PURE BREAKFAST
Gocoa.

+UNS

URPASSED1

HUGH C. GRIERSON,

" =t ARCHITECT, :

SECURITY BUILDINGS, QUEEN ST.,
AUCKLAND.

Telephone No. 2499.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1913,

THE DEVONFORT STEAM FERRY
COMPANY, LIMITED.

STEAMERS: Ngoiro, Kestrel, Albatross,
Condor, Goshawk, Eagle, Osprey, Brit-
tannia, Victoria, Takapuna, Lyttelton,
Pelican, Young Bungaree, Kawau, -
Ruru, Merlin.

SteurpSFerr_'y (I;asst'ehnger ‘and Vehicular)
i ervices to e Suburbs of
DEVONPORT, NORTHCQTE, BIRKEN-
-, HHEAD - AND CHEILSIA. R
Steamers at short intervals daily from
6.0 a.m. to 11.40 p.m. Alsc all night
service to Devonport. -’ ’
Daily Service to St. Heliers Bay.
Excurs.on Steamers run to the popular
resorts—5St Heilers Bay, Lake Takapuna
Motutapu, Motukcren and Pine Island

as notified in the dall apers,
Steamers on Hire for Excugsiﬁng of any
description and for extended trips. Com-
for_canlre Cahb.ns. Every convenience.
Telephones 246 and 234, )
ALEX, "ALISON, Manager.

NORTHERN  (ITEAMSHIP (oM-
PANY, L'IMI'TED. )

Weather and other ciréumstances per-
mitting, the Company’'s steamers ]v?vjll'
leave as under:— E -

FOR RUSSELL AND OPUA.
CLANSMAN. Every Monday, at 6 p.m.
FOR RUSSELL, WHANGARQOA AND
. . MANGONUL -
CLANSMAN. .Every Wednesday, 4 p.m.
FOR AWANUIL WAIHARARA, HOU-
) HORA.
APANUI. .Every Monday, at 2 p.m.
- WOR GREAT BARRIER.
WATOTAHI. .Every ' Wednes,, midnight.
FOR BAY OF PLENTY PORTS.
One "or’ two Steamers Every Week.
FOR NEW PLYMOUTI.
RARAWA. .Every Monday and Thurs-
L day afternoon. D
Connecting with through train to Wel-
 lington at New Plymouth,
FOR WAIHEKE AND COROMANDEL
. . Leave Auckland.
Friday, 27th, 2 p.m.
Leave. Coromandel, via Waiheke.
Saturday, 28th, 7 a.m.
FOR WARKWORTH AND WAY
- . PORTS.
8.8, HAUITL
Leaves Auckland. Leaves Warkworth.
Fri., 27th, 3 p.m, Thurs.. 26th, 7 a.m.
Sun., 1st, 4 pm. Sat., 28th, 7.30 a.m,
: Mon., 2nd, §.30 a.m.

FOR ARKLES BAY, BROWN'S BAY,
AND BILVERDALE.
- 8.8. OREWA. : .
Leaves Auckland: . Leaves Silverdale:

Fri., 27th, 4.30 p.m. Sat., 28th, 7.30 a.m.
*Sat., 28th, 2 p.m. *Mon., 2nd, 6 a.m.
*Arkle’s and way ports only.

FOR RAGLAN AND KAWHIA,
CLAYMOREL. .Every Monday.

- KAWHIA AND WAITARA,
CLAYMORE. .February- 26 10 a.m.
NORTHERN S.8. CO., LTD., Agents.

Do Yoursell A 6ood Curn

Ye3 do yourself the best of all possible good turns by getting rid at once
of the trouble wiich may be robbing your lite of health and happiness.
It 13 ampzing how many peopie go on suffering day after day from all
gorts of complaints when a little seif-benevolence might quickly give
To suffer from indigestion, liver troubles, head-
aches, constipation, and a train of similar disorders, when

- By Caking

Jiescham’s Pills a speedy and permanent cure may be effected is surely

It you have lost yonr appetite or the power to

assimilate food haas become defeetive; it you snifer from bilionsness,

flatulence or other deirangements of the digestive organs you will do
yourself a real good turn if you take

them lasting reliet.

the height of folly.
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Beechams Pills

Sold everywhere in boxes, price 10id. {36 pills) §11} (56 pills) & 2/9 (163 pills).
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TO CANADA AND UNITED STATES
BRITISH ISLES AND EUROPE,

By the CANADIAN-AUSTRALASIAN ROYAL MAIL LINE.
Australia—New Zealand—Canada

THROUGH THE MOST WONDER FUL SCENERY IN THE WORLD.

Touching at Fiji, Honolulu, Victoria, and Vancouver; acress Canada by

Canadian-Pacific Railway. ) o
Tours in conjunctlon with all the Cape, Suez, China and
Japan lines arranged at lowest rates,

“ONLY A SHORT TIME BETWEEN PORTS. UNEQUALLED COMFORT.

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY OF N.Z.

Round the World

. TD.,

MANAGING AGENTS. g i



