January 29, 1914.

CRICKET,

(By “MID-ON.”)

The final series of matches in con-
pection with the first round of the
premiership fixtures began last Sa-
turday under most favourable eircum-
stances, The warm sunshine was
temperdd by a south-westerly breeze,
making one feel like making runs,
and it is. not surprising that good
scores were registered in all four
gsenior matches. In fact, it is some-
thing unigue for all the batting
teams to compile over three hundred
rung apiece in one afternoon.

At Eden Park, Ponsonby Kept the
home team in the field all the after-
noon, scoring 325 for eight wickets.
University also enjoyed an afternoon
at the wickets, and their total reach-
ed 351 for nine wickets, and it
appears. as if Grafton will receive
their first defeat.

At Victoria Park, Waitemata knock-
ed up 361, to which Parnell replied
with 37 without loging & wicket. Over
at Devonport, The seasiders collected
. 802, while Bden B, lost two wickets

for 31.
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guffering through
Never-

teams especially
withdrawals in senior ranks.

. theless, Bden A played pluckily, and

Ponsonlby’s score (325 for 8 wickets}'
was the result principally -of the ef-

forts of C. Snedden, F. R, Wilscn and

Worker, the remaining batsmen fail-
ing to ‘make much of a stand.” o
Ponsonby’s captain had no hesita-
tlion in deciding to avail himself of a
sgplendid wicket, and sent in Collins
and C. Snedden to open. The former
commenced in quite his usual fashion.
Snedden easily outshining his partner
in run-getting, and when Collins, after
making 12, was beaten by a good
ball from Burton, the score stood at
45,
"Worker partnered Snedden, and
these two colis put up a fine perfor-
mance for the second wicket, the
board reading 183 for 2 wickets when
the former was dismissed. Both bats-
men - played very free cricket, Wor-
ker playing very correctly, one chance
only being given to Sauverin. This
young batsman displayed much con-
fidence and judgment, and is a de-
cided acquisition to senior ranks. . In-
cluded in his total of 51 were- six
4's, The left-hander’s runs came from
strokes all round the wicket, his work

At 5.30 p.m. 250.7uns were up, and

with Gavin disposed cf Py a fine cateh
by Hobson from Honeycombe's bowl-
ing, it was left to the veteran, Rob-

- inson, and Wilson to carry the score

from 258 to 325, Robinson kept his
end up, leaving the run-getting to

© Wilson, the latter being in the mood- -

WAITEMATA v. PARNELL.

Waitemata won the toss and took
first strike on a good wicket, the only
drawhack being a fitful south-westerly
breeze, which was felt more at Vie-
toria. Park than on the other convine-
ing grounds. The trans-harbour team
started  disastrously, Dunning, Rid-
dell and Arblaster being dismissed for
less than 20 runs. Young (71}, how-
ever, put a different complexion on
the game, It was not a chanceless
innings, but he hit the bowling all
round the wicket, putting plenty of
power into his strokes, and his score
inctuded two sixes, The lefi-hander’s
breezy innings was terminated by be-
ing bowled. The chief scorer for Wali-
temata was . Moller. He got to work
on Parnell’s bowling just when it was
beginning to wane, and treating it in
a light hearted manner, scored quick-
Iy, mostly from off strokes, which
were executed with plenty of power.
He gave a couple of actual chances,

HAROLD PLIMMER, OF WELLINGTON, WHO WAS KILLED AT THZ MOTOR CYCLE SPORTS AT
The unfortunate moter cyclist was competing in the five-mile handi-
cap, and appeared to lose contral of his machine, for it suddenly swerved and collided with the inner
rail round the course. A collision with another competitor was inevitahle, the latter’'s machine -going
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. Naturally, with -such respectable
totals there were a number of fruittul
individual efforis, some the result of
good batting, but in a number of
. cases indifferent bowling and fielding
were noticeable, and batsmen did not
. fail to take advantage of these weak-
nesses. With sixteen players out ol
action owing 1o the team being away
.gouth, and five players away in Aus-

tralia, the bowling, which has not

. been Auckland’s strong po'nt for some
. geasons, was at its lowest ebb last
. 8aturday, and when chances were not
accepted, then, of course, big totals
are not so surprising after all.
During the afterngon two centuries
were recorded, C. Snedden (FPonson-
by) eompiling 125 and Moller (Wal-
. temdta) notching 121, Seven other
_patsmen succeeded in scoring fifty
“yung or more. Caradus (University)
made 87, Wilson (Ponsonby) 75 not
out, Young - (Walitemata)} 1, Sale
" (North Shore). 89, Perry (University)
58, Rankin (North Shore) 52, and
Worker (Pousonby) 51. Needless to
‘state, the bowling averages suffered
‘considerably, the only performance
" worth noting was by Stephens (Par-
nell), who captured five wickets for

635. .
' PONSONBY v. EDEN A,

Eden A’s team facing Ponsonby an’

Saturday last was but a skeleton of
its former self with such players as
Hemus, ~ Brooke-Smith, Taylor. Rev.
Hay, Rountree and Smeeton absent.

Ponsonby, on the other hand, had
few absentees, N, Snedden and Woods
being the -main losses to the team.
The Eden- {lub’s teams have Deen
harder hit through the Australian
tour -and the southern trip than amy
of .the district clubs, and with Rev.
Hay and Rountree unavailable, E_den
found it difficult to place efficient
teams in the fleld, the first junior

to the on being particularly sound.
He failed to hit hard enough at one
from Sommerville and was well takea
by Hobson in the outfield.

Taylor joined Snedden and the lat-
ter continued to score freely, taking
risks and giving several chances,
which marred an otherwise brighat
display. After getting set he opened
out in good style, though his first
chance was given when 42. Snedden
got much power intg lhis strokes, and
eleven 4's appeared in his total of
126.. He brought his century up with
a two off Sommerville, Hobson mis-
fielding on this occasion. At 102 he

gave a hot return to Sommerville,

which was mnot accepted, while,
through a misunderstanding between
Cunmimings and Sommerville, Taylor
wag given a life. Continuning to make
the pace, Snedden mishit and was
caught at cover-point by Sauverin, and
three wickets had fallen for 203 after
nearly three hours’ play.

Kavanagh failing to stay, 4 for 203
was registered, and Wilson joined
Tayler. The latter continued tr --
mcst of his runs by means of his fav-
ourite pull stroke. Wilson opened

 ouietly, his score mounting with th~

aid of singles until Sommerville sent
the last ball of an over as a full-toss,
when Wilson helped himself to a six.
Burton had the Ponsonby skipper
thinking, and the latter did mot ap-
pear at all cemfertable in the opening
gtages. Taylor's end came through
mishitting Honevcombe, who had re-
lieved Sommerville, Heighwav secur-
ing at deep sguareleg, and the resis-
ter showed 229 for 5 wickets, Bur-
ton’s leg-hreak accounted .for - Shep-
herd and Doughty, who each stayed
long enough to see Wilson onen out
and take charge of the bowling, 6
wickets falling for 239, and 7 for
247, - .

_critical time.

over Plimmer's legs, and so severely was he knocked about that he succumbed to his injuries.

and although a number of balis went
skywards they dropped in unguarded
places. K. Moller (44) made a very
ccmmendable gcore, and played some
bright ericket. Dunning {(36) also
lent a hand before he retired, leg be-
fore, to Parnell’s break bowler. Temp-
erton {26) collected his runs at a

other batsman to add materially to
the score. Anthony tried no less than
eight bowlers in getting - Waitemata
out, and the honours go to Stepbens
{five for 65), who came to light in
the closing stages. Parnell knocked
up 37 for no wickets before time
was called. Breese (30 not out) doing
the bulk of the scoring. His partner,
Crawford, only notching  three, but
kept his wicket intact. ]
NORTH SHORE v. EDEN.
Over at Devonpert the home team

took first hand on a splendid wicket, -

and as the result of consistent per-
formanees gave the “make ups” in
the senior competition a good deal
‘ef leather hunting during the course
of the afternoon. With the exception
of three batsmen the remainder reach-
ed double figures, and seven cut of
the eleven got past twenty. Four
partnerships which produced 50 runs
or more were recorded. Howie and

Rankin put on half a century for the .

first wicket, then Rankin assisted

Nettleton to add 57 more to the total .

for the third wicket. Sale headed the
list and showed much better- form
than he displayed against Ponscnby
on the previous Saturday. He seemed
to" time -the ball much better, and
his strokes were more crisp and quite
characteristic of him, and there was
only one.blemish in his score.
kin (52) made some nice strokes in
obtaining his runs and materially as-
sisting in. breaking up .the Eden at-

tack, notwithstanding his total he was:

a trifle fortunate. Nettleton (41) rat-
tled, up his runs .in good time, and

. out the afterncon.

" with a variation in pace,

" displaced his leg pin.
Satchell (21) was the.

Ran-

17

laid on the wood with good 3&‘fect.
Stewart (37) got his runs when Eden
were showing signs of distress. Town-

shend (24) made the pace merry while

at the wickets and seemed to bear a
charmed life in trying to hit sixes.
Half of his .total consisted of two
hits.. - HEden -did-well -in- getting rid
of Howden before he got his eye in,
Alexander beihg the agency in dis-
missing him, shifting the bails iwhile
the batsman was attempting to :nego-
tiate Beale. . Before play. ceased for
the day Eden had lost two wickets
for 31 runs. . - ;
GRAFTON v. UNIVERSITY.

The winning of the toss by the stud~
ent’s skipper was responsible for a
leather hunting expedition for the
weakened Graftonites, the University
players occupying the wickets through-
The total regis-
tered, 351 for nine wickets, was ob-

"tained as the result of bright, force-

ful cricket, and very few chances fell
to the lot of the fielding team. Punctu-
ally to time the “black and-whites”
filed on to the field, but it was early

‘apparent that it was a batsman's wiec-

ket. The outfield was wonderfully
fast, but in places tlie ground was
rather rough. Airey and Caradus took
strike to Harvie and Haresnape, the
former opening out from the jump.
Caradus, although not so eautious as
usual, showed good defence, and pun-
ished anything on the off. Mason's
opening overs had the batsman think-
ing; several balls beat him, but: miss-
ed the sticks. By late cutting and
driving Caradus brought his score to
87. Mason eventpally beating him
. This is
perhaps the lbest exhibition the stud-
ent batsman has given, -although he

-has been responsible for some fine

partnerships.  Airey is much {more

finished in his style of play and has

strokes all round the wicket, driving,
eutting and pulling in fine style. ; With
his total at 24 he stepped olt to
Mason, missed and was easily §tump-
ed. Jacobsen filled the vacancy, and
scored a Dboundary off his first ball.
After registering another single he

- had to face Harvie, and was nnfor-

tunate in being bowled off his:pads.
Player was next man, but the left-
hander opened in a very cautious man-
ner, well content to play the bowling.
After safely negotiating the opiening
overs Player banged.successive: balls
from Mason to the boundary,! both
fine leg hits. Hill was given a turn
at the Kingsland end and immediate-
ly clean bowled Player with a swerv-
ing ball, which kept low. The: bats- .
man had hit up 28. - Perry, a Gram-

“mar School rep., was. the incoming

batsman, and he opened very con-
fidently., 'With Sutherland a good part-
nership ensued, the young player ex-
hibiting some very fine strokes, the
late cut perhaps being the best. Perry
appears to have one decided weak-
ness, a tendency to under-cut iwhen
square cuitiex, H's display was other-
wise promising, His career was
breught to a close by Murdoch effect-
ing a good catch near the chall: line,
Sutherland ¢L9) put on some wood in
compiling his tcial, most of his runs
coming from tine off drives and dquare
cuts, The ta!l left-hander did mnot
relish Harvie's fast swerves, and suc-
cumbed to a good length hall, ‘which
Graham (13}
got to the unlucky nun.ber mainly
through singles, but never appeared
to be thoroughly at home, laresnape

- tempting him {o pat back a soft one,

Vickerman (&) was Leaten by a bhreak-
back from Haresnape before gelting
set. ‘Colville (11" rapidly raised 'Var-
slty’s scrip, and provided the most
grectacular cricke: during the afler-
noon. The reverend gentleman, in a
most eloquent manner, made "hit after
hit” at the expense of the Grafton-
ites, particularly so. in the case of.
Hill, who at this stage made him-
self prominent in the argument: The
drastic treatment meted out to Hill—

.two sixes and two fours in ome over

—paused the skipper to remove Hill
from the scene of operations. Col-
ville continued to hit hard and often,
but in attempting to try his eloguence

- on Haresnape, was well taken on the

boundary by Murdoch. In his total of
40 were two sixes and five fours.
Gray (19 nct cut) and Fenwick (3 not
out) played out time. - The Grafton
attack did. not prove very formidable
on the excellent wicket provided the -
bowlers generally meeting with: scant
respect, Haresnape (four for 82)
came out with the best fizures, but
was much below his usual form, es-
pecially in his opening overs. Harvie
(two for 84) bowled well at times,
but was a trifle erratic. Mason (two
for 66) bowled better than his fizures
indicate, and considering that he has

" not played ktefore this season. main-

tained a splendid length. - .
*Varsity appear to have the game

- well in hand, and should record a win
. against the Cup leaders. - ‘



