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THR ENGLISH LICENSING LAW.

BALFOUR AND
MAGISTRATES.

MK THE

{London ‘‘ L.V. Gazette,” August 14.)

Mr Balfour has at length been induced
to make his long-deferred announcement
as to the intentions of the Government
on the licensing Guestion, and there is
nothing for the Trade to do but to make
the most of it. Considering what *the
statement amounts to, it might have heen
made six months ago. Its very vague-
ness -constitutes a confesgion that the
Premier has either not given any serious
cansideration to the suhject,’ or that heis
unehla to make up his mind ag to the
coursc. ha intends to pursue. That ihe
Government will, ‘at the earliest moment
after tha reassembling of Parliament,
bring in a Bill dealing with ‘* the cvents
which gave rise to a widespread feeling
on the part of license-holders and caused
such great consternation,” is .ot ex:act’y
news, seeing that we had already reccived
that intimation on the word of the Lord
Chancellor. Ws were told by Mr Baliour
hal a year ago that the events referred
o constituted a gross injustice 1o whch
His Majesty’s Cabinet could not remain
indifferent, Despite thia reassuring od-
mission, the Government have not stiresd
hand or foot to remedy the nosition ;
they have neither removed the danger to-
wards which the Trade is hopelessly driit-
ing, nor equipped it - to. withsiand the
effects of the buffet that is inevitable in
February next. After the scandal of the
Brewster buccaneering - exploits of last
year has been repeated and much ~irre-
trievable damage has heen done, Mr Bal-
four will deal with the fragments «[ a
Bill, the details of which he considers it
would be inexpedient to attempt to iore-
shadow.

To pretend’ that' the Trade is likely to
be satisfied with this assurance would pe
to presume too much on the patience of
a body inured to indifference and hardened
‘by syetematic injustice. Tae Government
are supported by a majority. that would
bave made the passing of a suspensory
meagure on the lines of Sir W. Hart-
Dyke’s Bill a matter of automatic pro-

i !L,l,nm
cedure, and by declining to avail them-
selves of this means of proving the earn-
cstness of their protestations they hawve

" deserved to forfeit the confidence of the

licensed camununity. ‘¢ Loud worda and
longings are so Hitle worth,” tha poet
sings, ** and the end iz hard to reach.”
JMir DBalfour has dangled his loud words be-
fore our eyes, and we have followed him
longingly across six months of Parlia-
mentary procedure to find at the end he
has led us to the verge of a rushing tor-
rent which must be negotiated hefore the
end of our endeavours can he attained.
Nothing can now be done before the re
assemhiing of the justices at the annual
licensing sessions next spring when, as a
matter of fact, the Trade will be in as
helpless a condition as it was a year ago.
Granted that the Government have been
worked at very high pressurc all through
the season ; pranted, moreover, that they
have been called upon to handle several
difficult and delicate matters of the first
importance—we still contend that they
have done legs than their duty in leaving
liccnse-holders, as they have left them, to
faee another St. Bartholomew without be-
stirring themselves on their hehali.

The only point in Mr DBalfour’s state-
ment which is ealculated to give a certain
amount of confidence to the Trade ig his
attitude with regard to the licensing
justices. It i= not so long ago that the
Premier was inviting us to put our trust
in the sense of falrness with which he
credited the magistrates, and was plain”
tively asking us to dismiss from our
minds the idea that they would prove
anything but reasomable and rational in
their decisions. Perhaps the figures con-
cerning the confiscations accomplished by
the Home Office have convinced him that
it is both hopeless and foolish to look for
equitable treatment from Benches that are
pledged to a policy of wholesale redue-
tion, and it may be that the tone adopt-
ed by Mr Arthur Chamberlain has shat-

tered his simple faith in the judicial
equipment of the average licensing re-
former. o instead of pleading with the

Trade to display a renewed confidence in
ihe impartiality of the magisterial nmind
Mr Balfour has thrown out a hint for the
guidance of the wvarious Benches. We
trust it- may not be Jost upon them. In
reply to Sir W. H. Dyke’s pertinent in-

quiry whether the propused Bill would
provide safeguards against the remedies
for any cun.staidon of property  at  the
Drewster Fessions, the bremier veminded
the member for Deptiord--and indirectly
cautioned the licensing tribunals—that no
license can  bhe withheld next February
without an appeal to (Juarter Sessions.
and he acdided a hope that in the interval

between these two events the House
would be able to express its views on the
subject.

Reading this reply between the lines, we
feel justilied in asswming that the Govern-
meni will bhe emphatic against the re-
fusal of renewals without compensation,
on the “ not required "’ grounds, and that
the measure will be pus%led forward, In
order that it may be applied to the deci-
sions of the next PBrewster Sessions. I
the Government are tcommitted to these
fundamental points—and no variation of
these essentials will satisfy the Trade or
the country’s love of fair play—it is difli-
cult to understand why Mr Balfour did not
avow his conclusions in so many words.
We know, and the Government knows,
that their proposals will be combated by
the professional reformers, whether they
are foreshadowed now or réserved untdl
next sessions. How far the Government
fecls tempted to go in the way of com-
promise with the Nonconformist con-
science,, and what they are prepared to
concedée to thoir convictions to placate the
social purity party, we will not attempt
to foreshadow. The Trade, supported by
the constituencies, is uniled to obtain
justite at the hands of the Government—
either this Governmens or the next—and
they will. assuredly achieve their reason-
able object, even if the mnext general elec-
tion has to be fought out on the guestion
of Compensation.

The Scottish Licensing Bill has now
passed the Hoose of Lords, and only
awaits the Royal assent to become law.
On the whole the Trade is -well satisfied
with its provisions, and the debates in
both Houses of Parliament have served
to, clear up one or two points, which will
make for a betier understanding between
the licensing magistrates and the hcence
holders. For instance, there need be no
fear in the future about employing bar-

. urio aocid diathesis.
cine, not a liniment. Rheumo is a liguid,

‘and reraoves the swelling.

naids. Lord Balfour of Burleigh refused
to accept Lord Kinnaird’s amendment 1o
the Bill, empowering the magistrates to
make a byelaw for regulating or pre-
ven.ang  tie cmployment of barmaids,
holding that it was a malter really cut-
side the proper scope of legislation. The
magistrates of Glasgow, he said, 1n en-
deavouring to place such regulation under
the existing law, had landed themselves
in an utterly impossible and illogical
posttion. Further, he characlerised their
action as an undue and unwarrantable
interference with the freedom of the
people to manage their legitituate busi-
ness in a legitimate way. Then, again,
the *‘schooner’’ has been restored. If a
man is not content with half a ping,
why, asked the Lord Advocate, should
he he compelled to buy a pint when two-
thirds would satisfy him ? Exactly so.
The schooner has been a popular measare
in Scotland from tfime immemorial al-
most, and .its legalisation will be nailed
with delight alike Ly the public and the
publican.  Altogether,- the Scoteh Li-
censing Bill bodes good for the Trade.

RHEUMO.

Rheumo is a medicine of marvellous
potency and of great therapeutic value,
and is absolutely free from polsonous or
hurtful ingredients. It is a scientific pre-
puration, and its efficacy has been thor-
oughly proved in numberless cases of
rheumatism, gout, sciatica, lumbago, and
" Rheumo is a medi-

not = pill. 1t acts as nature does; seeks
ovt the affected parts, dissolves and ex-
pels ‘the . excess uric acid, kills the pain,
Rheumo acts
as- a tonic as well, and helps build up
the system. :

Stocked in Auckland by H. King, chem-
ist, Queen-street ; J. M. Jefferson, chem- -
ist, Queen-street and Upper Symond-
street ; J. W. Robinson, chemist, Parnell;

- Graves Aicken, chemist, Queen-street ; and
-sold by chemists and  storekespers at 2g

6d and 4s Gd per bottle.
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- HOTEL.

Recognised as the leading Hotel of Taranaki, ofm-
trally and ecaveniently situated, immediately opposite
Posi, Telegraph, and Government Duildings, and
within two minntes' walk of the Railway-station. Re- -
furnished in the most up-to-date style, and plentilnlly
provided with Fire-escapes. Billiwrd Fable. Hot,
Uold, and Shower Bathe. Al the choicest Winea and
Spirits keptinatock. Spaight’a XXXX Ales on Ihought

Chas. Clark - - Proprictor
(Late of Gisborne and Auckiznd),

ALCOCK & CO.,

Billiard Table Manufacturers,

WELLINGTGON,

THE

ALAT
BALL

ALCOCK & C% }

IMPERIAL
YOW CUSHION

A

ALso ar Lomnpon,

MRELBOURNE, BrDwiKy,

BRIZgANE, AND PEATH.

Estaolished Half a Century. .

Fall-sized” Tables from 100 to

300 guineas.

Combination Rilliard and Dinin.l_"'

Tables.

Imperial Low Cushion

FITTED TO ANY TASLES.

AGENTE

ATCCELAND ..
CANTERBURY

H. E. PARTRIDGE & 0O.
FLETOAER, HUMPHRIES & CO., OHRISTCHURCH

T=OTAG0 & SOUTHLAKD R. WIL3ON & CO., DUNEDIN

G SS<—"

NEW PLYMOUTH.
DAN O'BRIEN, Proprietor

{Late of Canterbory).

.

Mer. Dan O'BRIEN annownces that he has assumed

Froprie:orship of this fine Commercial Houee, replets \
with every convenience. Hot and Cold Baths. Speight's -

unedin Besr -on tap. Best of Wines and Spirita

retniled. D.C.L. 30 Years Old Whieky on Draunght.
Heat Havana Cigara.
Accommodation unrivalled. Cuisine nnexcelled.

A Night Porter always-in adtendance.

Stgperiul Y otel
%

Devon St., Ncw Plymouth.

D ——

F. W. WATTS < Proprietor.

Thix Hotel has Lean completely retanilt, s
lete throughout with evel’-)ynéﬁny\'f':m'-"g;: ml'l::{;:;
P:gbl;p, Ea.t.hs‘]}ot and cold,: spasiaus “Duning "Reom
Public and Private Bare,’ Billinrd Room, Siftine
. Rooms and Bedrooma furnished in Intest style,
Mectnc Bellg in every room. The Billiard Fable in
e e e e N Ll e
Fixvt Prise in Melboarne. e n
o sai @ convenience of Country Vimtors, dinneir
is sarved from 12 to 2 daily, ; ’q..u.pe'rdilil-.



