
Playgoers throughout New Zealand will

regret to learn of the sudden death at

Peckham (London) of the justly celebrated

conjurer, Carl Hertz. Originally arriving
in Australia in the early nineties under

the spirited management of Mr George

Musgrove, ia company with Caicedo (the

king of the wire), Rose Dearing, the late

Freddy Mason. he proved the van of the

London music hall artists to come

here, and the outset of • a policy that

has so successfully been 'carried on by
Mr Harry Rickards. Hertz returned to

the colonies, this time under Mr Ric-

kards’ management, in 1896, and upon the

conclusion of the engagement started a

world’s tour under the management of

Mr Edwin Geach, which proved a series

of triumphs. In addition to all parts of

the Commonwealth, Hertz penetrated the

wilds of Ceylon, visited India, explored
Burma as far as Mandalay, Straits

Settlement, Cochin China, Japan, Borneo,
Sumatra, and Java, where it is stated he

contracted a fatal disease. At the time

of his demise he was negotiating with

Messrs Willoughby and Geach for a tour

in Africa, Australasia, and the East.

Starting life humbly in Frisco (of which

town he was a native), by his talent he

amassed a considerable fortune.

Mr Alec. Middleton writes to the ‘‘ Re-

feree ” from, Hongkong : “ Pollards’

Comedy Company opened Manila to the

capacity of the theatre. The initial piece,
‘ Mv Friend From India.’ went splendidly,
and the company made an unmistakable

hit. Future arrangements are to open

here on August 10, Shanghai September
1. then India.’’

Mrs Patrick Campbell has brought back

to England with her ■ from’ America a bit

of stage business which may be described

as “head-rubbing.” It is employed by
her in “ The Joy of Living ”

as a mode

of expressing tenderness and • affection.

The gentleman either- bows and keeps his

head down, his lips pressed on Mrs

Campbell’s hand, while she gently strokes

his hair with the other ; or kneels at her

feet and presents his cranium to her,
which she caresses in the same way. The
first of these methods was employed by '
Mr Charles Bryant, as Norbert, and, ac-

cording to the “ Era," created much

amusement in the audience the second

was made use of by Mr Martin Harvey.

Mr Tod Callaway has made a big hit

with Mr Dix’s companies here, and his

engagement has been extended as a con-

sequence.

Miss Pattie Browne, according to an ex-

change, is to play the part she created in

the London production of “ The Admir-

able Crichton ” in Mr Charles Frohman s

American presentation of the play, with

Mr William Gillette in Mr H. B. Irving’s
role.

Mr Joseph Jefferson, it is reported, has

sold the English rights of “ Rip Van

Winkle ” to Mr Van Biene.

The “ Era ” reports that Sir Charles

Wyndham has authorised Mr T. Edgar
Pemberton to undertake the compilation
of his—Sir Charles’ —biography. The book
will be liberally illustrated, and should

prove interesting reading.

The Westminster Abbey Glee and Con-

cert Party commenced a Brisbane season,

limited to five nights. The press notices

are excellent.

“ The Lady Slavey,” to be produced by
John F. Sheridan’s Company at His

Majesty’s Theatre, on September 19, is a

bright, musical comedy written by Geo.

Dance. The music is by J ohn Crook,

Fr«d. W. Wtierter and others. Exchanges
say

“

a plurality of cooks has not spoiled
the broth.”

“ Little Gulliver,” who accompanies the

Sheridan Company, is described as “a

midget in stature, but a giant in comi-

calities.”

The song, “In Friendship’s Name,’

sung in “ The Lady Slavey,” is in the

original score of the piece, despite the

fact that it has been sung by other people
in New Zealand.

Theoretically (says the “ Era ”) the

stage is simply a picture, the scenery

forming the background ; the effect being
gained by exactly the same means as

that employed by the artist with paint
and canvas alone. It is possible, in a

tableau vivant, to present almost an

exact equivalent of a painted picture : but

this can only be done (a) if the specta-

tor is placed in the centre of the theatee;

(b) if all the figures on rhe stage remain

perfectly still ; and (c) if the contriver of

the tableau ia given carte blanche as re-

gards lighting. When we come to deal

with the drama in action we are met at

the outset by many difficulties. It is ob-

vious that the interest of the picture-

must be concentrated on the principal
figure, not distributed amongst the acces-

sories. Whatever we gain or lose, the

actor’s features and figure must be clear-

ly visible ; and to this necessity every-

thing can safely be sacrificed. In the last

generation, this requirement was met by

a method similar to that of Rembrandts

The light, which came, for the most part,
from a large chandelier, was concentrated

on a spot on the stage, which was techni-

cally termed the “ focus.’ We read in

memoirs of one actor manoeuvring ,to
work another “ out of the focus ; and

the habit of “ taking ” the stage—that is,
the centre of it—led to practices which

seem to us curious and conventional. The

scenery was conceived in harmony with

the system of lighting ; it was broad,,
artistic, but rather suggested than realis-

ed. The aye, resting intently on the actor

in the “ focus,” could only dimly discern

the background, which was, therefore,
painted more than “ set.”

“ Checkers,” a dramatisation of Henry
M. Blossom’s book of the same name, has

had a successful career in the West, and

the play v ill be produced at the American

Theatre, New York, in the autumn. Th®

interest of the story depends largely upon

the original dialect of the hero, whose

name is Checkers. He is a race track tout

of an accentuated type, and is master of

the most remarkable slang vocabulary

ever heard. In the play the scene is laid
at the race track, where all the exciting
dements of that institution are depicted.
It is promised that the scene will rival

the chariot race in “ Ben Hur.’ Mr

Thomas W. Ross will take the title role.

Mr Kyrle Bellew, who played Romeo in

New York recently, has made the follow-

ing remarks on his reading So much
has been lost to the play by leaving out

all suggestion of Eosaline—Romeo’s first,

love—before he saw J uliet, that I hftve re-

stored the allusions to her in the first act

by Benvolio, and subsequently by the

Friar. Shakespere introduced the char-
acter of Rosaline on purpose to emphasise
the sudden (.hanging . Italian nature of

Romeo, which without a thought passes
from the unreceptive Rosaline—turning- to-

the pure and passionate Juliet. Romeo,
as I read him, and as Shakespere wrote

him, believes him to be ‘ star crossed,’
and in frequent scenes ‘ fears some con-

sequence yet hanging in the stars.’ For

this reason, and following such an idea
I play the part as a man fighting against
fate until it overwhelms him, when he

turns at last with one desperate effort at

revolt, and, taking his fate in his own

hands, cries out from his soul, ‘ Then I
defy you, stars !’ ”

MR. J. C. PIDDOCK,
In “The Serenade.”

MISS MAY BEATTIE,
in “The Serenade.”

gRADNEY & gINNS,
STfiAMBOAt PROPRIETORS,

Queen Street Wharf.

Steamers S.S. VIVID, ADVANCE, PRESTO,

and MIRANDA.

S.s. Vivid runs an Excursion to Riverhead at

11 a.m. every Sunday.
S.s. Advance i nns an Excursion to Panmure

at 11 a m. every Sunday. I
Fares—ls. Return.

Boats always available for Picnic Parties or

fishing Excursions. Terms moderate.

Telephone 1 173.

Southern Cross’

. Green

Cartridges,
A good ■erviceable Blask

Powder Cartridge at

.
.

LOW PRICE.

GUNS- ! 44
PANIiinNITF H

SPORTSMEN we invited to inspect oar ( wMI■ I■ Vl ■I I Iw
New Season’■ Stock of (

GUNS, SPORTING & SALOON RIFLES Smokeless

which are splendid value. | Cartridges.
SOLE AGENTS ron 4. HALL & SONS* )

BLASTING POWDER & PELLETS. | ™

/X Sporting Powder, shot, Cartridge BELIABLE Smokelew Cartridge

/ a X Belts, Game Bags, Revolvers, etc., in the Market.

X. yZ at Lowest Prices.

WINGATE & CO.,
33 & 35, Queen Street, AUCKLAND.

JOLUE SBESTO - EMO VABLK

S
"

For BOILERS, STEAM PIPES, F ANGES, tc.

Sole Manufacturers --

THE CAPE ASBESTOS COMPANY, LTD., LONDON.

Sole Agents for New Zealand

BELLINGHAM AND CO.,

4, Featherstone-streec, Wellington.

Bait your horses
AT

T "W- C OTTON
’

S

(Late Evitc’s)
LIVERY AND BAIT STABLES,

DURHAM-STREET.
GOOD FEED AND BEST

ACCOMMODATION.
TRAPS AND HORSES FOR HIRE.

JZJ ENNETT AHD ESTON,

RESIDENT THEATRICAL AND
ADVERTISING AGENTS.

New and Original Programmes for whole
of New Zealand. Artists supplied for every
line of business. Companies run on terms.
Bill Boards in all the principal places In

Auckland. Shopping, Shipping, etc. Ad-

vance Work a speciality.
6, MERCANTILE CHAMBERS (Ground

floor), QUEEN-STREET.
r |'HE Misses Fenton and Miss D. Col-

beck have opened the BrunswjcL

Tea Rooms (Brunswick Mart) Light

Luncheons. Afternoon Tea and Caket

a speciality. Cold Teas from 6 till

Every Evening.

TATTERSALL’S.
HOBART.

rpHE Proprietors of the “ N Z. Sporting
and Dramatic Review ”

are in con-

stant communication with Mr. George

A DAMS.

All letters with instructions will be

promptly delivered and tickets

will be posted diract to

clients from Hobart.

Full particulars on application to—

ARTHUR CLEAVE & CO..

j Proprietors “ N.Z. Spoiling nn-1

j Dramatic Review,”

I VULCAN LANE, AUCKLAND.

Voice Production & Singing
(r.wdegger method).

ADAME rpRJJE:
Prima Donna Covent Garden Theatre, London, and. Dal
Verme Theatre, Milan ; also Scholarship Holder Rpyal
College Marie, Parepa. Rosa Scholar Roy:il Academy
Mxuio, and Principal Soprano Queen’s Hall, St. James’

Hall, and Albert Hall Concerts, London.

PUPILS TRAINED FOR THE STAGE & CONCERT"

PLATFORM IN SINGING AND ELOCUTION.

/ Apjy to

RICHARDSON'S PIANO WAREHOUSE,
290 QUEEN STREET. AUCKLAND.

Engju-ements Accepted lor High-class Concerts.

' ■■=rr,-=„-..r=doj
I gf . ■ ; =SS=r

f*inw
jpj?r

fcj 5 Venetian

jla ~ : Blind j*

■S Manufacturer
frrd Eg-—:— -,

K ’ Ponsonby Road,.
■=? Auckland.

“V’d ,i.
.KM

CT..- 1 1 — "■ — ■"

-r—
—

G. Lewis) (Thos. Davies..

BONA-FIDE AUCTION SALES ONLY.
Conducted bv

GABRIEL LEWIS AND CO
WHO MAKE ADVANCES WHERE

REQ’J i RL-.D

Vendors and Buyers are respectfully notitied
thnt we

CONDUCT GENUINE AUCTION SALES.
REGULAR SALES AT OUR ROOMS.

SPECIAL SALES AT URIVATE
RESIDENCES,

AND WE DO NOT EAKE UP SALES TO

CATCH THE UNWARY.

Valuation Investures made for Private or-

Other Purposes.

GABRIEL LEWIS AND CO.,
Auctioneers and Appraisers.

18 NEW ZEALAND SPORTING A ND DRAMATIC REVIEW September 3, 1903.


