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“* An * indignation " meeting of the more

violent of the temperance party was held

.. at the Foresters’ Hall, Auckland, on Mon-.

""day, ‘at which some resolutions, insulting
" alike to the Government and Parliament
~ were passed in reference to the Newtown
;. licenwes. ‘There ig no virtue outside these

. howling iiervishes apparently.
) ° ) ! * L J

" 'Some amusement was recently excited

., in the bar of the Devonshire Arms, Mile
" Emd, London, by the presence of an un-
usual ‘customer. An elephant which is

performing at an East Fnd mausic hall,

_ when Tas,'sing the public-house, was ap-
‘parently struck with its clean and or-
gide., Tn the bar he opened his mouth as
‘a gentle hint to the company that ‘he
" 'would not regard an invitation to drink
‘a8 an.insult. But & question arose as to
. whethér "he could be served without a
e breach of the Licensing Act.. As he was
" understood to be under the age of lour-
" teen years, the opinion prevailed that
"“under the provisions of the Child  Mes-
° senger Act he could only be served with
liquor in a sealed botile. After some con-
., mideration it was thought that the bottle
" might interfere . with his difestion, so it
- was decided to request him to leave the
L 0 - » . .
| premises. - Resenting this - inhospitable
trentment, the elephant in his exit smash-
 od the glass:panel of the door and car-
" ried away some of the framework.
L] . * - *® W

" The Innkeepers’ Liability Bill has not
-yet passed through the House of Com-
mons, bub there are magistrates, it ap-

who are eager and ready to an- ~

- pears,
gi%ipate its provisions. The New Mills
_ Bench. (Chester), not satisfied with - ad-
ministering laws, are guite prepared to
make them on their own account. It ap-
.. pears that some of the magistrates are
annoyed - because the . local innkeepers
.. have not: supplied bread and butter and a
“" cup of tea when asked for the same ;
~.and, before granting - the temporary
. fransfer of several licences, they have ex-
.- fracted an undertaking from each appli-
-, cant - that > he _would provide reasonable
refreshmént in the shape of food whesn-

“"it has the power, and intends to enfcrce
the condition as to the supply of food in
the. - fufure. - Further, the magistrates

“have givenr the licensed victuallers to

- understand that their - licences will - be
periously imperilled if there is any breach
of these conditions in future. The chair-

erly appearance, and quictly walked in-

-.ever asked.. .This Bench maintains that .

man added that the Bench were quite .
umanimous on the subjecE, and “‘as the
licences were granted for one year - only
gtrict inquiry would . be made at the
annual licensing  sessions.”’ One is
tempted to ask, if the licensing magis-
trates profess to have this power al-

. ready, what is the need of iaking up the

time of the Hous: of Commons with the
Innkeepers’ Liability Bill.—(L.V.G.).

*® S * oow *

A familiur figure in Glasgow, and one
well known to many members of the
Trade elsewhere, has just passed away in
the person of Mr John Watson, wine and
whisky merchant, of West George Street.

" Cut oft in the prime of life, Mr Watson,

who has been foremost in championing
Trade interests—having for the long
period of fifteen years heen president of
the -Glasgow _Licensed Trade -Defence
Association~~had - earned the thanks df
all for the tactful and conciliatory man-
ner in which he dealt with thorny ques-
tions aflecting the licensing imterests, and
his advice was freely sought'in the fram-
ing of the new Scottish Licensing Bill,
which is now passing through Parlia-
went.  Mr Watson, who was in his
fortv-seventh year, Joined his father in.
1875, and three years later, on - the lat-
ter's retiral, assumed sole command of
the business, the ramifications of which
extended far and wide, A great reader,
Mr Watson- possessed one of the finest
iibraries in all Scotland, and as a plat-
form speaker he had few equals amongst
members of the Trade in the North, who
will deeply regret his demise.

* . * Lo *

Commenting on the decision of the
South Australian Government to discon-
tinue- the suupert given in the interests
of wine producers to the London depot,
the “Wine_and Spirit Journal’' says —
“With all The energy displayed in its de-
velopment and the good work indisput-
ably accomplished- by the venture, it

.seems a pity that the.depot should pass

out of public hands. It says little for
the gratitude of the average Australian
grower .. that nb mention i® made or re-
cogniticn shown (ac’ far as one may
judge from the reports) of the arduous
struggle the manager and his absistants
have had to bear. However, we shall
see whether private entérfirise can create
the - increased demand that -the wine
growers think possible in this country.”

" situated house.

- neither

. Mr Lindsay Cooke's many iriends will
_hear with much satisfaction that he has
decided . to re-enter the ranks of the
Trade. He has purchased the interest of
Mr Drake in the Metropolitan Hotel, and
he may be ‘expected to maintain the
character
Mr Cooke for many
vears conducled the Albert Hotel, and
has a host of iriends in town and coun-
try. He takes possession 'in two
three weeks.

* L ® *

Let it not be supposed for one mo-
ment {remarks the London Trade organ)
sinee the Lord Chancellor has intimated
that the Government propose early in
the approaching Session to deal with the
questiont of justices’ justice, in so far as
the renewal of licenses is' concerned—not
tio say the whole question of confiscation
and  ¢ompensation—that the Trade can
rest on its Jaurels. . The official an-
nouncement will only serve to goad the
eneiny on to battle; in fach, a brisk
bombardment will take place to-day.
That the oppesing forces are well mar-
shalled none can gainsay. The veteran
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, although bhe has
passed the allotted span of three score
yvears and ten, is once more in the stir-
rups, and boid general that he is, he has
promised to fead his men to victory !
The sceéne of aciion to-day is the Royal
Albert Flall, and the general’s stafi com-
prises many officers who have fought well
in the past.” One need only meption a
few. ‘There are the Earl® of Carlisle,
Lord Monkswell, Sir Robert Reid, M.P..
Sir  J. H. Haslett, M.P., Mr Cameron
Corbett, M.PP,, Mr T. W. Russell, M.P..
Mr Arthur
Lord Mavors of Sheffield "and of York.
The arena has heen selected in order
that ‘the forces may be hrought up in
their thousands. They have heen called
tiogether ‘‘to protest against Parliament
proceeding with Mr Luicher’s Bill, or
the giving of ' Government sarction

magisterlal powers to refuse to remew
licences that are deemed excessive.”  As

withdrawn
doubt he aliered, and presumably . the
protest will be againsi the Gevernmont
dealing with the subject aimed at in all
three, in any shape or form whatever.

of that finely and cenfrally

- responsibilities . .
privileges@o such an extent as to make a -

OT . curtailment of their legal powers, and a -

- 'as heretofore.
Chamberiain, J.P., and the ~

to -
Sir 'W. Hart Dyke’s Bill, to suspend -

of these measures will be pro- -
- ceeded with, and as Lord Wemyss has -
his DBill, the tactics will no -

“The Bishop of London, in- deprecating. -

any action that would tamper with the "

freedom of achion of the justices, remind- :
ed his hearers that the magistrates’ had ..

been in possession of thosé privileges and

_responsibilities for 850 years, but he for-
got to mention that it is only.in recent

years that they have misconceived their
- and exaggerated -their

diminution of their discretion,-absolutely

pecessary. 1t may be that a new Cabinet .-
may be in office next year—that the ‘Lord -
Chancellor -may not be on the woolsack '

next Session, and the condifion of parties
may be entirely changed; but Sir Wil

frid. Lawson and his cohorts may be as- .

sured that whoever is on the woolsack

next session, and whichever party is in’

power, it will be a party pledged to see
fhat justice is dome to the licensed com-

munity, and that licensed victuallers are

not done by the justices. o

* '3 1 e - )
- Already ‘the 'teetotal faddists in Eng-
land, envaged at the prospect of the Go-
vernment tardily doing something to stop

their programme of spoliation, are plan-'
ning for a series of *indignation meetr

ings,”’ petitions, and other forms of pro-

teat. While they are banding themselves
together, the Tradé must show a nited
front, and -not' stand idle until too’ late,-

Qur enemies have been for .
ever on the alert to seize every opportun-

ity of deing us The judge-
made law of ** Sharpe v.
heen unscrupulously used.

advantage of the ‘fact . that avo

'dama%e.

enemies of the Trade ¢an sit upon Jicen- -

sing henches, and men with' the barest in-

divect interest i it cannot, we have ‘seen

the henches packed, openly :and ‘undis;
guisedly, as 1in_the Cryrtal Palace case.
Packed benches have gone outside the"law

in being “* a law unto _themselves,”| and -

Wokefield ! haa .
Then, ‘takin'g‘r .

have sought to -institute all sorts of ik

Jeral rules and regulations for thé hamper- .
o victualler. 'And, of
* hurt ¥ to. find there is
. a prospeet of their own license being stop- -

ing of the licensed

course, they are

ped !--(London paper.} . -
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