April 9, 1903.

NEW - ZEALZND  SPORTING

AND -DRAMATIC REVIEW.

(By *‘‘The Reefer.”)

As was very generally anticipated,
Cambridge had very little difficulty in de-
feating Oxford this year in the great an-
nual ‘Varsity- eight-oar race. The water
was smooth, there being very little wind.
but rain - fell throughout, Despite this
drawback, thcre was the customary huge
erowd lined along the banks at the vari-

" ous vantage =pois to witiesw the encoun-

. wick.

" clared a dead-heat,
, when the race was rowed in a

. and Columbia.

Oxford won the toss, and chose the
Surrey side, but the advanhtage . in posi-
tion was of Very little use to them, for
the Tight Blues catehing the water quick-
eet, immediately showed in front, and at
Hammersmith Bridge had a lead of two
lengths. This they steadily increased.
being fbur lengths to the gond at Chis-
From this out it was practically
no race, Cambridge paddlinig in the easi-
est- af winners by six lengihs, having
taken 19min 33sec to accomplish the trip.
The annual contests hetween the two hig
Uriversities gere inaugurated ae long ago
as 1829, ard the present was the sixticth

ter,

~geeasion on which rival crews have met.

Chieflv owing to a long sequence of vie-
in the

tories in .the sixties, and again
ninetieg, Oxford are well ahead 4in the
matter of wins; having thirty-three to

. their ercdit, as-against twenty-six on the
part of Cambridge. The writer witnessed
several of these classic struggles wvears
.ago, ‘the two most exciting oceasions pro-
bably being in 1877, when the judge de-
and again in 1883,
blinding
. srowstorm.
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. A cable received during the week states
that  the new America Cup challenger.
Shamrock III., has had a very successful
trial, proving exceedingly smart in stavs
and outsailing Shamrock I. As far as it
goes this is very satisfactory, but it can
hardly be supposed that the old hoat is
as good as- she was some seasons ago,
The second bearer of the name also beat
Shamrock T., but did mnot prove good
‘enough -to wrest the Cup from the New
“York Yacht Club. We shall get a hetter
line as to the respcctive capabilitics of
the rivals in the coming great inter-
national struggle after Shamrock III. has
been tested against Shamrock II., and a
like  trial has eventuated between Reliance
In the meantime it is
Batisfactory to Jlearn that the sailing of
the pew Fife cutter hay greatly pleased
her p]ucliy owner, Sir Thomas Lipton.
K . *

_Bince writing last week on the matter
of the suspension of the Canterbury Cen-
tre by the head body,
* Clinker ) that Defore the N.Z%. Asso-

. . ;

I learn (writes,

a fighing “trip, but viewed from this point

ciation Wellington decide 1o suspend
the local Centre, thev had several times
comununicated with the Canterbury Asso-
ciation on the matter, and thelr letters
had pratically been taken no notice of.-
Knowing this, I think the action of the
head body quite right. The brecach which
has caused the suspension (allowing mai-
den races. to rowed in stumps instead of
the regulation boats as adopted by the
N.%. Association) has been committed for
vears, and the matter is one that really
should he settled oree and for all. No
ma‘tter what the opinion of the Canter-
bury Centre is, zrespeet should be shown
the head hody, amd their communications
properly acknowiedged, and attended to.
Such appears not to have been the caso—
hence the suspension. 1f, as it is alleged,
the Association’s hoats cannot he used
with satisfaction oun a course where buoys

in

must he turned, then they should not
force Canterbury to adopt  them, but
allow the stumpsd to bhe used as before.

When this matter is explained to the go-
verning body 1 rfeel sure they will re-

in insisting upon a racing rule being ad-
hered to if it cannct be carrvied outr with
satisfaction. :
#* +* ' R "

I am very sorry to hear that the sneak
thicf has again been at his contemptible !
work on =ome of the yachti= lyving at
moorings. The vesxels which have sui--
fered are the Viking, Moana, and Rangi-
while no doubt others have been

tira, : . ]
equaily unfortunate. It is high time a
system of water police was established,

adequate to lring the offenders to book.
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for the present methods  are utterly un- }
1
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The Northern Swinnning Chit gave the |
visitors to the Carnival a verv pleasant
outing on Sundav. Jt tcok the form of

of view it was a comparative failure, as
only about one hundred and ffty schinap-

per  came to hand. The oxcursion was,’
however, a verv enjovable one, for the:
day was bright atd clear, the catering

above reproach, while the Devonport band
helped +to pass the time with numerous
and well-rendered selections of music. At
the conklugion AMr Hamilton, on behalf of
the visiting sgwimmers, took occasion to
thank the loecal club for the lavish hos-
pitalitv so freelv extended to them.
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The ahsence of Malcolm Champion from
the Championship swimming events on
Saturday caused a lot of disappointment
to the spectatars, ard was very regret-
table. The reason of his being debarred’
was, I understand, that owing to him.
having to leave Wellington somewhat hur-
riedly on the occasion of his last visit he
had neglected to pay certain fees to the
Wellington Association. These, however, I
am told have since been paid to the local
club to be forwarded on, and if such is
the case it was somewhat hard lies for
the local crack to be debarred:from com-
peting. I hardly think he would have
been equal to beating Hamilton in the
distance events, however,
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cognize that they cannot he deing right 1
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MR. CHARLES P. MURDOCH,

First Commodore of the Royal N.Z. Yacht Squadron.

The Coromandel Regatta will take place
next Saturday, and hids fair to be a very
successful function. Entries for Auckland
vachts may be made cither to MNr Brent-
nall, Lon. scerctary to the Regatta, or
Me F. W. Coombes, hon. seerelary to the
Roval New Zealand Yacht Squadron, up
to Triday cvening.. :
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Mr Charles P, Muzdoch, whose portrait
appears in this iesue, 1s probably the
best .known wyachizman in New Yealan
to-day. He was born on the shores of
the Clyde, and as guite a nipper display-
ed a fondness for aguatic pursuits, being
constantly on or in the water. When
sevenieen vears of age he made his first
trip to China on one of the celehrated
ten clippers, and some of his experiences
at Shanghai and up the Chinese rivers
are well worth listening to.
Murdoch arrived in Dunedim, where he
lived for some vyears. At that time he
and Captain Gibbs had the famous little

-

In 1871 Mr-

{ alao beat the standard by nins ssconds.

cutter Spray, which - may. ever now be =
seen at her moorings, ‘
Shore, and in her made "three trips %o
Lyttelton, winnibg on" two Ocoasions.
against the Annie Ogle and others.  Mr-
Murdoch also sailed in the Zephyr and .
 the Gipsy.
1880, and lived for some years on' ‘the’
; Manukau. side, where he had a . steam
launeh, and did most of his sailing ima -
whaleboat.  After moving . across to
‘Devonport Mr Murdoch purchased  the
Zinita, and later on that very smart 36-
, footer, the Ida. Starting as a 'private
" member of the Auckland Yacht. Club, he
' subsequently joined the committee, then . .
was - made Rear-Commodore, - afterwards -

Vice, and finally Commodore,

land Yacht Squadron, and is most  essgn-
tially’ the right man in #he right place.
A seaman to' his fingers’ iips, what
** Charley ** doesn’t kmow about yachting
isn’t worth learning, while' being of a -
jovial, cheery nature, there is no more

Squadron, -

THR SWIMMING OHAMPIONSHIP, -

DR
——

NORTHERN AMATEUR B8.0. OAB',NIVAI:.‘ ‘ -
There was a large patheriog of aﬁédt'ators at’
the Auckland @raving TYock on Saturday after- -
noon, when the swimming championshipe -took -
plaoce,

times were rocorded in some of the events,  The
other centres represented were
Christchurch, Wellingtonr, and ' Greymouth.
The interest in the chief race was to a large
extont spoilt by the ubsence of Malcolm Chams
pion, tke Northern Club srack, who was debarred
from entering H. Creaghe, the severteen-yrar-

- old Dunedin represeatative, won-the 100 Yards-

. Championship in 65 2 6th seo, which beats ‘the

previous Now Zealand record by threo-fifths of . =~ - -
; gecond, - J. M. Harilton made mincement of -

the half-mile resord by accomplishing the dise '
tance in 18min 34 2.5th sec, which ia 42 3.5th
i aoos shead of the previous best. L, Penrose, of
Ohristeburch, who did 14min 6sec in the race,
In the
evening - st the fresh-water baths Hamilton
lowered the quarter-mile record by 8 8-bth seo.
Appended are the results (— C

100YDs OHAMPIONSHIP OF _Avanixﬁ.
H. Creaghe - T e 1

J. M. Hamilton - e 2 :

Won by rather more than a yard. Tims, -
1miz 6 2-6th sco. ‘ . :

e

$0Ype, OpBN.- -~ .
R. O'Here... . . '
W. Johus ...

Time, 33 4-5th sec.

off - the North -

-He came up to Auckland in - C

holding .. -
each office for two years. He is now the -
first Commodore of ithe Royal New Zea-- ...

popular member among the ranks of the . .

A nor’-westerly “wind made the water
rither lumpy, derpite whioh fact some excellent =

Dunedin,




