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Ax act, which in all its contemptible as- l
pects it would be harl to equal, was :
committed a few days ago by a self-con- !
stituted coterie calling itself the Frohibi-
tion League. This body—which is liter- ;
ally such, for it has no soul—had heard
from some of its members a cock-and-
bull story about a keg of beer and the
distribution of anti-teetotal cards at the
Costley Home, and immediately jumped
to the joyous conclusion that the manager
of that institution was in league with
the browers, and the devil, and all the
other powers of darkness, for thé pur.
pose of destroying the. welfare of the in-
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THE MEDDLING WoMAY NEGLECTS HER‘
DUTY.

I records of the - conveniion T of the
W.O©. Temperance Lnion just concinded ar
iranedin have been recelved with mixed
jeclings by the ordinavy man with old-
fashioned ideas about humanity and so-
ciology, and :he relationship of the sexes
in general,  Alternately  the sentiment
uppermos=t has heen surprise.  pity, con-
temnt, disgusl, =trong disapproval. dis-
may, and anger. ¥Tw milher varicties are
the wore comforling. but
1o abstain from indulgence in the others,
and a mixture mav be recommended.
L.et us then be stern, but do notlet us
lose our =en=e of the ludicrods. In this
frame of mind writes a correspondent of
the Dunedin *° Star,” in a recent issue Of
that journal, as follows —

-+ Sir,—I read two reports in Saturday’s
- Star. The lirst was an account of the

mates here and hereafter Ar indignant
Jetter was sent to the Auckland Hospital

manager was accused of having, previous
“ to the last local option poll, permtted a
_ person to distribute alcoholic liquor to
- the inmates, caused the brewers’ ticket
a8 to how to vote to be laid alongside of
each inmate, and allowed a big poster
upon the same lines to be displayed in
the Home. The letter on receipt had
been handed to Mr Skyaner, the mana-
ger of the Home, whose simple and cir-
cumstantial reply not only proved that
the complaint was utterly baseless, but
 demonstrated that if the League had had
the courtesy to make .the simplest in-
quiry the impotent storm need not have
been raised at all. Mr Skynner’s report
stated that no aleoholic liguor had been
prosented to inmates with the exception
of a ten gallon cask of ale, given by Mr
Moss Davis on the 9th of November,
in order that the inmates might drink
the King’s health, That was distribut
ed among the inmates in the presence of
Dr. King, and he had the pleasure of
stating that no single case of drunken-
ness resulted. Mr Skynner demied hav-
ing distributed the brewers’ card of in-
struetions how to vote, and stated if it
was done it would be entirely without his
wish or knowledge. He admitted that
. copies of the prohibition ticket weve for-
warded by post to inmates, and were
handed to them. He had also given the
prohibitionists permissien to address the
inmates, which they did, while the
liquor party never had such permis-
sion. ~ Mr Skynner also gave his most
emphatic denial to the statement that a
large poster of the brewers’ was placed
in the Home.

‘The members of the Board, without
exception, were extremely disgusted that
their time should be taken up with
guch frivolous twaddle, and some of the
members did not hesitate to express
their feelings in forcible language
There was, however, no real occasion for
surprise. The action of the Prohibition
League in this instance ie a part of the
programme deliberately adopted by the
party, which is to use any and every
means to throw dirt at those who do not
subscribe to their heresies, in the hope |
that some of it will stick. We have
seon that no form of slander or abuse
has been neglected by this delectable
organisation, and that the reputation of
no man is safe in its hands. How loug
we aro, a8 & community, going to put up
with the fanatical advocates of a system
that has been utterly discredited
wherever it has been given a fair trial,

we do ot know, but the atrain upon the |

good nature of the publicis becoming
rather too heavy to bear. With the
action of the Prohibition party in respect
of our electoral machinery it is s00 early
" to deal, but the inquiry proceeding
promises to provide some rich material
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and Charitable Aid Board, in which the i 5 1 Wil n feeding, etc
charges were formulated io detail. The |

fin favour of prolibitiom, and while rcfer-

foss of a valuable life from want of know-
© A babyv's death’ was the result
Oh, the pity of
it ! Will no une—can no one—cowme to the
rescue. and teach us as a community how
to rear our offspring, or must parents be
left to blunder on im the tuture as in the
past, resulting in the loss of many valu-
able lives? b« it not possible to make
some practical effort to reduce the rate
of infant mortality ? 1t may scem novel
at first =ight, but could not a move be
made somewhat on the following lines :—
The authorities take the matter in hand,
and have a model set of rules or direc-
tions drawi up by some properly author-
jsed competent, person Qr persons, setiing
forth in plain language how to feed,
clothe and nourish children, so that they
may have a chance to grow up healthy
men and women. Have these rules is=ucd
to every parenl in the colony : have them
publizhed from time to time in the daily
papers. and printed on the backs of mar-
riage ciriificates : and use every other
mmeans that may he Tiecessary to spread
the desired information, so that every
father and mother may know their duty
and how to do it.

 Phe second was  an account of the de-
liheration= of tho W.C.T.U., represcaiing
foriy-seven Unions. They seemed to be
ready and willing to discuss and debate
almost every subject undex the sun, rang-
ing i(rom. =&¥. pitch-and-toss to man-
slaughicr, in their frantic eliorts to carry
out their pet mnoiions. 1 sincercly. hope
and trust that everyv woman of them
read vour account of “A Daby's [)ea..th,’
and that it may be the means of bring-
ingthem back tg a propev sense Of tl?elll'
duties and obligations, rights, and privi-
leges in the community as our mothers,
sisters, wives, and daughters.—I am. etc..

: FATHER.”

Tade Topics

Baker, licensee of the Alvx-
andra Hotel., C(hapel Strect, - Auckland,
has commenced  proveedings fur crinunal
libel against William Hichardson and .
T. Bell, in connection with a letter writ-
ten by the latter and published in a print
issurd by Richardron,
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At the Supreme Court. New Plymouth.
Ttev, Benm  Hutson, Presbylerian Minister,
sued Rabert MeKinmon Borison, claiming
£3000 damages for alleged slander and
likel, [eading counsel was retained on
each side. During the vourse of plain-
tifi’s ministering, he preached a sermon

ring 1o a case aof robbery at Siraliord, in
which it was shown that the culprits were
drunk, plaintii went on 1o mention Lhat
de fendant, who was depuly-Mayor, and
other leading business men wrre seiting a
bhad example by heing sn  Thotcls afier
hours. After considerahle cvidence had
heon taken, a seitlement was arrived at
hetween Lhe partics, by which ihe defend-
ant withdrew his allegations and insinua-
tions against plaintifi’s cuaracter, and ex-
pressed regret that any misunderstanding
or unpleasantness had occurred between

for consideration and reflection; :

them ; each party to pay their own costs.

i With the object oi
D osumer,”” BPr. :
! Chemist wlo wrote the article on whisky

- wests that two things shoul

it ig not easy -

present . state,

"Phe whisky coniroversy continues un-
abated in the London FPress. After all,
this guestion may be said to resolve itgelf
into one of palate. Whieky drinkers like

. their particular blend or brand, and what

is more, they -take very good care they
get it. Whether it is composed of grain,
or malt, or '‘ pure malt,’” they care little
s0 loug as the whizky is t0 their liking.
»proteciing the con-
YQchedrowitz, the analytical
for 1he °* Kneyelopaedia Britannica,” sug-
d at once be

done. Iirst of all, he says, the difficulty

of sampling under the Iood and Drugs .

Act chould be removed ; secondly, an ex-
perimental inquiry should be instituted to
make the hecessary standards.
guiry, he maintains, would be justified
with o view to ascertaining io what ex-
tent adulterant ingredients are prisent in
grain or so-called ™ malt *° spirits on the
tent adulterant ingredients are present m
wizh Lo be poisomed, butr it

hard 1o beat many of the branded whis-
lies on the market to-day. Qtill, as with
hutter, s0 with whisky. There are many
people who infinitely preier margarine to
the best ereamerwv butter, there are also
those  who prefer  1heir particular
“eotch © or “lrish " to the finest
hlend on Lhe market.
and (o., Lambton
and Christchurch, re-
port the sale of the following hotel pro-
perties —The lease and furpniture of the
Sandridge Hotel, Sydenham, Christchurch,
from Mr Baker to a Wellingten client ; a
lease of the new Clarendon Hotel, Christ-
churdl, from the Hon. €. Louisson to Mrs
Read. late of Chavanne’s Hotel, Wanga-
nui ; the lease and furniture of the Junc-
tion Fotel, Halswell, Canterbury, from
Mr (. H. Buchanan to Mr P. C. Triggs,
of the Terminus Hotel, Napier: the lease
and furniture of Weaklacy’'s Hotel, Aka-
roa, Canterbury, from Mr R. Bailey to
AMr (3. &, Spoeoner, of Roxborough, Otago;
the freehold of the Grevtown Hotel, Grey-
town North, from Mr C. Rogers to Mr
Charles Thompson, late of the City Ho-
tel, Wellington ; the lease and furniture of
the Pahauianui Hotel from F. Mayers 1o
Me (3. Smith, late of Dannevirke.

Vessrs  Whytock
Quay, Wellingtlon,

A London cablegram last week an-
nounced that Mr Balfour, in Teceiving a
deputation fromy the heer and wine
trades, deprecated the unjust confiscaiion
policy of coertain magistrates in refusing
renewal of licenses.. He hoped the guar-
ier sessione would reverse most of the
extravagant decisions and to give the Li-
censing Act of 1903 a fair chane?.

The death iv announced of Mr Taul
I'redericlt De  Castella, =eventy-five, a
pioneer winegrower in Victoria. Mr De
Castella was born in Neuchatel, Bwitzer-
tand, in May, 1827. Te came to Mel-
bonrne in 1849, and in 1850 he purchased
the Yering Station from Mr W. Ryrie,
where he resided for over ({orty-three
vears. Mr De Castella and his brother
(the latc Mr Hubert Ile Castella) were
pionecrss of the wine industry in Vie-
toria.

LJ - -

l.ord Balfour, of Burleigh, the Secre-
tary for Scotland, is indisposed to give
any information as io the nature of the
new bLicensing Bill for Scotland 1o bein-
troduced in the forthcoming session of
Parliament. While he is willing to re-
ceive any suggestions from, anv and
every side, he (old a deputation that
waited upon him last week, that the first
information of the contents of the Bill
should be made to Parliament itself; but
he ctated that, so far as he could see at
present, it was likely to tale precedence
of any other Scotch measure. The main
object of this deputation was to induce
the Secretary for Scotland to incorporate
the principle of early closing and make
the tien o’clock regulation applicable to
all Seotland. 1t iz significant that many
wmembers of the Trade bave given thelr
adhesion  to this movement. T.ord Bal-
four. however, gave the deputation bnt
tittle encouragement. Tils view is that
every interference with personal  freedom
is in it=elf bad nnlexs an  overwhelming
nsiilieation for it can he produced, and
he is inclined {0 the helief that the bal-
ance of evil would be against the pro-
posal which the deputation put forward.

% * % »

At the gquarterly meeting of the Ger-
aldine Tiecnsing Committee. on Tuesday
3rd. the . license of the Winchester Hotel
was eancclled on gix gpecific grounds—(1}
T'hat the premises are noil mall tained at
the requived standard. (2) that the foun-
dations of the premises giving way cause
the floor to he danrerous io walk upon,
(3) the outholse convellichces are unsuit-
able to hotel requirements. {4) the pre-
mises are out of repair, and have hicen al-
lowed tn hecome ruineus and dilapidated,
(5} not suflicient facilities are provided to
allow the inmatcs to escape in caze of a
fire, and (G} great danger to life existed
in the past, and continues t0 exist if the
premiser are allowed to continue in the

.

The in- -

is not too’
much to say that Ior purivy it would be.
"ing the misuse of Scripture
- advocates,

That old-established houre, the Royal
Hotel, Victoria-street, Auckland, which
bhas been greatly enlarged and completely
reconstructed throughout, has been taken
over by Mr Percy Isaac, who has been
purser in the Union Company’s service for -
fifteen years, and is well and {favourably
known to all the travelling public. Under
Mr Isaac’s enterprising control the Royal
will epeedily resume its piace as one of
the leading hotels in the city. It is mow
fitted wrth every modern improvement,
and in all its appointments, including the
cuisine, is designed to meet the demands
of the most exacling patrons. o

- » - »

A very interesting and timely book,
" The Heresy of Teetotalism,” has been
published by Messrs Simpkin, Marshall -
and €o., Londom. The auihor, Mr K.
'H‘}lorne, was Oonce a temperance advocate
hnx_tsclf, and comes of s family which has -
stlfered much on account of its principles.: .
He is not sparing of his remarks repard-
c by teetotal
and especially of the misquota-
neighbour drink, that putiess
neighbour drink, that puttest '
the bottle to him, and makest him drun- ‘
ken also,” the continuation (which com-
Pleiely alters the advocates’ "application)
bgung omitted, ‘* that thou mayest look on -
his nakedness.”” ‘That the use of alcohol
in wine and other forms is recommended
in the Bible ig shown by a geodly array
of texts, though drunkenness amd over-in-
dulgence (in food as well as wine) is al-
ways condemned in Holy rit. Nor is the
author at all! lenient with those whe
would attempt to explain away. the inci-
dent at the marriage feast at @ Cana  of
Gallilee, and the use of wine at the Lord’s’
Supper. Professor W. 0. Atwatér adds a
Very interesting paper on the . nutritive.
value of alcohol, and the author! concludes -
with interesting accounts of the various
Prohibition laws.of the Prohibition States
of America, bv no means in their favour. -

giveth his
giveth his

From a specch made by Mr Reginald
Mortu_ner in reply-to the toast of the
“ National Trade Defence Arsociation i
given at the luncheon of the annwal meet-
ing of the South Wales Brewers! Associa-
tioa and National Trade Defence Associa- -
tion, held at the Park Hotel, Cardiff, at
which Alderman Brown entertained ahout .
seventy delegates, representing .over - one
thousa._nd licensed houses, I pgather thet
there iz invested in the Trade ‘in Souh
Wales alone hetween £4,000,000 and
£5,000,006. Thig is an amount which it
is the bounden duty of all concerned to
conserve, and I am glad to - hote thaf
these two organisations are fully alive to
the importance of immediate action. Tt is
all very well for the justices to’ say that
there are a number of houscs that ars
structurally unfit to be Ticensed premises.
This point should have heen determmined
before licenses were grante@, and now at
any rate the owners shold be al’owed
the opportuaity of bringing them upn to
the reruired standard -re ife ruhewais are
refused.—(*“ L.V, Gazette.’”)

_ A recent visitor t0 New Zealand. speak-
ing to an Australian interviewer of his

experiences -~ in this colony. said —"'%
never saw €0 fittle drinking, nor met
with so manv tectotallers hefore. You

will =ee forty or fifty people dining at an
hote!. and not more than two or three of
them taking liguor with their dinners.
Proprietors of the larger hotels, fearing
the advent of Prohibition, will not spend
sixpencn - on  extensions and improve-
ments. State . Socialism is developing
there very rapidly. The Seddon Govern-
ment does not wait for private enlerprise
in the matter of increasing facilities and
attractions for tourists, but spends money
in that direction by the thousands.” 'The
visitor thinks New Zealand a paradisze for
the working man. :

An application has heen made to the
Board of Inland Revenue, Fngland, with
a view to meeting the guestion which has
arisen in regard to afairs in the blending
tradé. Messrs T. 8. Persse, Limited, of
Galway, suggest to the DBoard that all
whisky should be lahelled and aceurately
drscribed. The Board of Inland Revenue
Lnow by their books the age of the whis-
Lieg in bond, and the firm suggest that
the Board might issue a certificate simi-
lar to that whieh the Canadian Govern-
ment attaches to all spirits hottled under
its supervision. Tn the case of bulk
whiskv, the Inland Revenue, it is pointed
out, give a certificate of age in the form
of a permit, and Messrs Tersse, therefore,
eannot see anv oh.cection 1o continuing
this with cased whislies.

* * - !

A%  fthe Dunedin Police Court, . last
week, Jolin Lafley, licensee of the Gtago
iiotel, was convicted on a charge of
supplying liqguor to one George Magor-
ian, while the latier was in a state of
intoxication, and: fined £10.; Notice af
appeal was given. The evidence was
very conflicting. . :
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