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~It ig a long, long time since any Parlia-
menta,ry measUre was launched upon such
a bubbling, contrary, expectant sea of con-
‘ troversy, apprehension, and conjecture as
“that which. awaited the splash . when the
" good -ghip {* Llcensmg JAct, 1902, left the
shps on Ja.nua.ry 1, and bobbed coquet-
- tishly in’the’ a.lwa.Vs uncertain tideway of
. public "opinion, "Nor was "the speculation
. that was rife as to the seaworthiness of the
eraft, .. in  any deg,ree incomprebensible or
mwarranted Bhe iz, to press the mauti-
" ¢al” metaphor a stage [urther, so unwield-

. ly #nd awkward that nobady can predict.

with any' confidence in what manner she
will conduct herself. In parts she is
good, but in those uiga.rts she 1is neither
- good enough nor sufficiently comprehensive
“to satlsfy her critics. In parts she is un-
certain, and in parts ske is bad. Experi-
ments are right enough in'theix way, but
- when the very first axioms of law build-
- ing are violated to satisfy an amateur
: mania- for experimental legislatiom, it is
_.omnly natural that it should be regarded
' with suspicion and disfavour. .
-, . One of the three-fold objectives: of  the
" Act is to bring ahout a reduction of drun-
kenness by (1} limiting the facilities. for
obtaining intoxicating liquor, and - (2)—to

put it with exceeding bluntness—by mak- |

- iBg it houv for the drunkard. To the drun-
* kard the Act says, ‘* Get drunk at your
peril.- T will ‘punish you_for getting drunk
and for attempting to obtain liguor when

', you are.drunk : I will take your wife and.
family -away from you for hbeing drunk,-
and I will take particularly good care—so-

-far as photography, tapography, and the
@iscernment of the police force permits—
that you shiall have no opportunity, of get-
ting drunk thereafter.” So far, so goed.

source of discomfort: and worse to- h.ls

- family, and a red rag to the publican, and

now that he is going to be an extra bur-

den to thke ratepayers, hé will 1nev1ta.b1y v

‘be even more unpopular. :
° To the publican the law says (m effect),
~# 1 look to you to assist me in making
‘an ‘avowed Ishmaelite of the drunkard.
‘Youi ‘must refusé to serve him with fur-
“ther Hguor when you gee he is drunle, or
- even.gtlow him 40 be found on your pre-
- misegin’ 3. state of 1ntox1cat10n, and, by

the Lord . Harry,’* contintes thbe hlgh
stomached - Act, “if YOU: cammot - prove
that you ha.Ve\obeyed' all these behests to
the letter I shall hold you responsible for
- the. condition -of every drunkard. appre-
" Bended: -in -your: district, on the word. of

K It s rlght. here t.ha.t the new law ma,m-
tains its unchallenged:title to be regarded
as a Hase,'To make a man, whether . he
be publ:w.n Dr primate, prove bimself in-
nocent -of. gny’ ‘charge -that -may be level-
Ied “against Fim, is” to.demonstrate that
- -our  Vaunted superiority over. the -
' system of - admm:stenng law; iz -a delu-
. slon: and. a. myth

rather it ‘held, -all” innocent umtil

“men .

V'Vthey Were. proVed guilty, but under the

" pew. ‘Act -it “makes an . extraordmary ex-
. eaption. “What are you " inguires the
istrate when the charge iz read omi.
“ A publican,’-. is the reply. ** Tken,”
. reples ‘the representative of justice ‘with a
* philgsophic .smile which would be worth
" another £10 a week to Dan Leno at pan-
tomime time, “ we must write you down
guilty. “If you had been a prime minister
- Oor a postman we wotld have accepted
~your plea of not guilty at this stage of
the proceedings, but the law appears to
oye vou with dubjety, . T am sorry for
-you; my -good fellow, but . you: see Wha.t—
oomes Of heing a publican.”
- .All this may  sound- Very  good foo]mg,
but unfortunately it is nothing of the

gort. For whether it . be good or bad, re- |-

garded as facetine, it is ridiculous and

solemn - reality. - The pubhcan or any man

. ‘who; tlaims the protection of the English
. iaw, has a mortal Erievance against .the

‘law ;when by it he is judged guilty by the .

~mere fact’ that-he is- charged .with an of-.
. fence. . The’ law Folds no man guilty, and

- . does’ not even suspect’ a man of guiltiness.

. until’ the charge is proved ‘‘ on his front
tecth ’—except it the. ¢ase’ of . the publi-

can,-and- then only under the new Licen- [

: :ing "Act. Much of the Act is drastic, bui
- the
- clauses. are ludmro
humeour. - It is. only
" -when'flagrant * unfairness tramples,>. big-
. booted; throughi. “the - traditions and “the
_‘essence.of British'law .and British justice
* -that’ the Trade feels compelled to protest.
"~ Whait,“inthe eircumstances, -ought - the
Trade. to'do 2" Mr.Edward Johnson,

Victuallers'® Protectionr Society,

& wajting game. ' The Act; * heis’. re-
- ported i0 have ‘said, **‘cam be worked if it

will prove to be good or bad, according to
the way in.-which it ie a.dmlms:tered -}

: sing'. Act- he.confided ‘to an . interviewer,

. falsely-con-

f-o!ﬁcer who ]ays the. cha.rge at - yOur ‘

Trade does ‘not complain ; many of its.
but the Trade.is’ not

Alfrefl de ‘Rutzen,. the -chief -of the Metro-.
spolitah miagistiates; is. alad of thiz way. of |. -
thinking.. Time will test ' the - new Licen~{:

French |

‘Tha" Taw holds, or|

“the.|’
", chairman of the ‘Central :Board of the Li:-
“censéd

' would appear to be in favour of playing

-ie administered properly Like all laws, it | °

" The diunkard is his own worst eftemy ; a |-

and there ia Do othar possuble way of de-

victed Hoehise-holder may appeal to the
King's. Bench, and if he appeals often
enough ‘and with uniform sticeess, ‘“ cer-
tain amendments or modifications *’ may
result.

But that, we maintain, is not the point.
The Trade, however they may come out of
these appeals, are entitled to demand the
right of entering the court innecent in the
eves of the law and of . the magistrate.
We have, at the moment, no quarrel with
the magistrates, except from the fact that,
as the law now reads, they are command:
ed. to consider the accused: publican guilty

until His - innocence is proved. King's
Benck  judgments, Sir- Alfred = pursued,
would. disclose the hardships and -expose

the weakmnesses of thé Act; and expericnce
would mould it into a workable and per-
manent shape. Common sense would tri-|

umph in the end, and so far as the Lon-| .
toncerned, he felt |

don magistrates were
confident that common sense would have a
real good ehow. He. even cited a case.
“ Palke,’” he said, * the caxe of a man
charged with bemg drunk. Such a re-
mark merely brings us back to the point
from which we s'tarted but with less pa-
tience.

Why the everlasting case of the drunken
man ? We all know that he is intolerablse’
and impossible, and 50 far as the new Act
ja concerned he iz no worse off—ikat is t0
say, he-is not more invidiously s1tuated

tha.n he was hefore. '

‘Lord Peel ** would - ‘like some big Eng—1
lish eity to make the experiment of tak-
ing  over all . public-houses within ite
boundary and dealing with them as ‘it
pleased.”. Compensation is all ‘that iz de- ;
gired, aJ.'ld we are glad to IHIOW that his
]ordsl:.:p recognised this, fur be Is satisfed
“ that no temperance Bill wili'- be-passed
in Parliament that does ‘1ot recognise
compensa.taon‘ oo Lo

ST HELIER’S BAY HOTEL.

A‘BEAUTIFUL BEABIf)E RESORT.

P. MAHOREY...osvreatave ....Pnornm:ron
.. ‘BT brands of - wines, spiritsa and cordials, ' Han-
' cock’s Bparkling Ales and Lager Beer, Boating,
hathing, - flshing, Btabhng'. - k’uur hnases and threo
steamers dadly. - .

CﬁlTERllom' HOTEL

Lower Armzrr BTEERT, ATOELAND,

"MRS. J. McOULLOUGH (late of the Hay-
bour View Hotel, Raglan) has taken over the
above well.known Hotel Country Visitors will
fiz;d in it splendid accommodetion and an excal-
cellent table. 'The bedrooms are large and airy,
and the Hotel possesses one of the finest Billiard
Roows in Auckland. 7“he Hotel has been com-
pletely renovated, and is fitied with all modern
convéniences, Hot aud éold bashs, private bar,
comfortable sxttmg rooms, etc., eto, .

Charges Moderate.

“NO" REN T.”

 Box 460~ Telephone, “929.
DAIBY ]TARMS DAIEY FARMS.

——

W J' BIROH AND CO.

S FOR SALE
50 to 800 AGREB (at option;. —The flnest land in
T‘aranaki A large ea ate is being cut np to suit pur-
ers. 'Terms 2 per cent cash, balsmee B per cent,
Creameries are being erected on the eatate.
5h ACRES—On Waimate Flains, open land. No
bmld.mgs. Right at school and factory. - £21 per acre. -
"830 ACRES-Al in graes. ' Ten-roomed house; 20-
baii cowshed, sheep yards aud dip; 9 miles from stera.
Carrying 100 cows nnd . young stock. Lease & years.
Rental £110 per.acre, . Right of purchase £8. .
" 95 ACRE+—Houre. and- cowshed 1} miles from town
Wili carry 46 cows all the year. 519 per acre ; £300 cash
" 1007 ACREB—Cearrying 50 cows, - House 4 rooms, sheds
metal road. 8 years at 125 6l per a.cte, £14

Goodwﬂl £850
;. SHERP E UNB

SHEEP BUNB and Graziog Farmn—ul'}arrhng from 2
to 8 sheep per acre. . Freehold; £4 109 to £6 108 per aore.
Liberal terms can be mnnged o

.. BUSH LAND i .
8.000 ACEER—884 6d per sorg, . All cash to remain on 1

mortgage if reasonable imill)lrovement eﬂecbed Eheep .

andmt.t!e eountry Grand vestment. o
HOTEL. HOUBEB, SEG:I‘IONS FOR SALB

W BIBOH &, CO..
.11, HIGH-STREET,
¢ OHBISTORUROH,,

fUr-mm me Bneu, I’A'rson.mn]

THE W HITE HART HOTEL.
NEW PLYMOUTH, -
ECOGNISED as the Leadxn° Hotel of Taranaki, centrally and convement.ly mt;uated umnedmtely upposxﬁa Poui
Telegraph and #overnment Bnildings, and within two minutes” walk of the Railway-station. Re-furnishe &4; -
in the most up-to-date style, and plentifuily provided with Fire-escapes. Billiard Table. - Hot, Guld and Showes.
Baths, All the choicest Wines and Spirits kept in stock. Sp,e:ght'sxxxx Ales on Draught. - . o
GEARLES M ARKE (lete of Gisborne »nd Auckland)...oovveoveens Pnomm

shesisisenasns

LRITERION HOTEL, L
' NEW. PLYMOUTH L Ll T "
DAN' O’BRTEN (lnt.a of Oant-erbury) B U Ceeavea e .........Proprietar

NMNOUNOES that he hes assumed Proprieforship of this fine Com.me-l:t;lal House, 1 tepleba with every conwends '
ence. Hot and Cold Baths. Speight's Dunedin Beer on fap. Best of Wines and  Bpirits retailed. -D.CL W -

old Whisky on Draught. PBest Havanna Cigars. Accommp tion unrivalled. Cuisine unexcelled -~ LA Night -

ears’
¥' r always in attendavce.

DEVON B‘I'BEET KEW PI:YHOUTH

F W WATTS - Propnetor

HIB Hotel has been completely robuilt, and is replate throughout with’ every “oons ‘
‘ . venience, Klectric Light ; Baths, hot and cold: specious Dining Room ;. Publie = .
and Private Hare; Billiard Room. Sitting Rooms snd Bedrooms furnished in I.ratesti 8tyle. .-
Electrio Belle ic «vory roow. The Billiard Table is Messrs Aloock & Co’s No. 1 quality -~ - -
was specially wanufactured for Exhibition purposes, and obtained First Prize in Melbourne. .. ..
To suit the coavamence of Country Viesilors dinner is served from 1Zto 2 daﬂy. Tariff, ~ = -

6s Bd per diem : . ‘ o
IN VERCARGILL.

fHIB-EBNIAN Hbmnn

DEE STREE’I‘. INVERUABGILL .

MR THOS EETT .

(Lata of the Loyal Hotel, Invercargﬂl).

HAVING assuraed Proprietorship’ of the above well- R

known - House,  is prepa.red to eater for the -
‘Public in Aret-class style,

‘Wines, Bpirits, A.les, etc-. aold

Loose Boxes.

Excellent Btabling, - -
.. Propritoe

THOMAB - KETT L
ALISMAN H‘o'rr.:'r.." 'KATIKATI .-+ TIMARU.. . . -*"."’J
C.r. wmmw (1m Stewm'don the s s.a Tsniwha). : CL‘[]’B HOT L ‘
i Pnorxmron. _ oy © e, TIMARU,
~ @ood Shﬂﬂtlﬂs’ Flﬂhin and Boating, . Theimal | - This Hotel bas. be.en Yenovited: H:mughout, abd now
Springs, Hot Nal Bwimmmg Bgﬂm within | offers excellent Accommodation to the 'I‘rsvelling!‘ublie.
twenty minutes’ dnve of the Hotel, and an Ostrieh: | 5,001 ang XXX X Beer slways ou Tap. «

Farn withmei‘.’wo minutea' walk of the 'Hotnl. R

P!eaﬂure Besott is about ‘two hours
. and three and a-half from Tauranwa |
hbles apd in conjunetion with thehote |

{ Walker's Bpeolal Whisky on Draught,. .
Smple nooms i'n wnneuﬁon with premls'

nly thé bést Brands of .




