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Visitors to the Thames and those

{travelling through en route to the Upper
fTnames and Te Aroha districts will find

the Governor Bowen Hotel both central

and well appointed. Mr J. S. Shanks,

under whose capable management the ho-

tel is gaining in popularity, is ever on

She alert to do his best to secure to his

patrons the utmost comfort and civility,
and those who give this hotel a trial

will find everything to their liking.

Thr “ Melbourne Punch ” says Jaques

Inaudi, the “ mental marvel,” who has

been arousing great interest in Sydney
at ehe Tivoli Theatre, is an Italian,

being a native of Beziers, where he

Started life as a shepherd boy. His

great gift of calculation was first dis-

covered during a row between ewo cat-

tle dealers, who came to blows during
an argument over Some sums of money

■that were to be paid. The disputants
were taken before a magistrate who,
Whilst considering his judgment, was

startled and surprised by the young

Inaudi, who had forced his way into the

Court, and insisted on pointing out the

man who was in the right and by cal-

culations proving the correctness of his

judgment. Amongst scientific men the

youngster with the unique gift attracted

much notice and caused discussion, and

hat alwavs continued to do so, his fac-

ulty for figures being so extraordinar-

ily abnormal as to perpetually be a puz-

zle to scientific and unscientific folk

alike. Dr. Charcot, an eminent French

brain specialist, . holds that Inaudi has

two brains.

The Broughs, by latest advices, were

finishing a season in Calcutta, after

which they go on to Hong Kong, pia
Rangoon. The tour closes on the 28th

April.

LATE RACING.

OTAHUHU TROTTING CLUB’S

SUMME& MEETING.

HThere was a good attendance at the Otahuhu |
Trotting Club’s Meeting at Alexandra Park, !
when some interesting eport was witnessed. |
Results was as follows : —

Tbial Tbot Handicap, one and half miles.

Robb ind, *3laec, Greenwood ...
••• £

Jingo® 24sec, Hird ...

„ P
Won by five yards. Dividends, £1 3s and £d j

16s.

Epsom Tbot Handicap, one and a half miles. .
The Autocrat, 1 sec, Sandall

... j
Wuitekauri,3sec, Hird

...
••• !

Won by ten yards. Dividends, £4 10 and 13? ,
Sububban Pony Handicap, six and a half ,

furlongs.

Annoyed, 10 3, o’Com ell ... •••

1

St Loanda, 8 9, Buchanan ...
2 .

Won by half a length. Dividends, 16s and j
Bs. i

Suburban Tbot Handicap, two miles. .
Little Ben, 35sec, Lowe ...

_

...
•••

1 i
Harold. Abdallah, 19sec, Chatteris ...

2 .
Won by fifteen yards. Dividends, £2 13r ’

and 15s.

Telegraph Trot Handicap, one mile.

La Grandy, 22sec. Greenwood ... ...

1 I
Sir Robert, 17st‘C, Patton ...

...
2

.Miss Huon. 16sec, .owe... ... ... 3|
Won by fifteen yards. Time, 2tnin 50sec ;

Dividends, £2 13s anti 15s.

Tramway TroT Handicap, ons ntile anu half. .
Jingo, 26’ec, Hird

...
... •••

1

Ben, 29s- c, Forbes ... ... _ ,„
Ducht ■ of Rothschilds, Slsec, Mcßride ... 3

Won by twenty-five yaid?. ime, 4min 111

sec. Dividends, £1 13s and £1 ss.

. Amxandea Handicap, fivo furlongs.

Inspiration, 6.10, V- Cotton ...
...

1

Ukase, 77, Bose
...

•••

First Whisper, 7 13, Jenkins ... —

3

Won by a Isng ,h. Time, Imin 7sec. Di i-

dends, £7 5s and £2 15a.

High-Class Tiiot Handicap, one mile and

halt.

Sierra, 10,sec, Hird ... •••

1

Thorndean, 15aec, Murfitt ...
...

2

Duke C. 6sec, Cotton
...

... . 3

Wen r.;y three yards 'lime, 3mir.i 58eec.

Divid l dy. 15a and £2 4-s.

METHODS OF HOUSE SWINDLERS

Probably in no business are so many

tricks and wiles practiced as in horse

dealing. It is safe to affirm that thous-

ands of horses are sold throughout the

country every year under false conditions,

aiid so skilful have
“ fakers ” become that

it takes a very clever and. experienced
man to detect the doctoring tricks of

those who are anxious to sell a bad ani-

mal to the best advantage.
.

Perhaps the commonest of all faking or

bishoping, as it is called—a term derived

from a man named Bishop, who during

the eighteenth century obtained a great

reputation for making old horses appeal

young—is in relation to a horse s teeth.

At full age a horse has forty teeth, and ;
not until the fifth year are they all vis- ;
ible. Six months later the “ nippers,” or <
front teeth, become marked by a natural

cavity, and it is the presence or. absence i
of these marks that certifies the animal’s

exact age. 1
As the horse gets older these marks

wear away, and it is then that the coper

or faker sets to work to make fresh cavi- ■
ties as found in a horse of the age he j
wishes to represent. The surface of the i
teeth is cut out with a steel tool, and the ■
black lining of the groove, which must be i
visible, burnt in with nitrate of silver or i
some other chemical. In this way . horses

which are often over eight or nine years

of age are sold as five-year-olds.
The age of a horse is often increased as ,

well as reduced by means of _ faking the i
teeth.. A three-year-old will often be ■
transformed into a five-year-anld by ■
means of chiseling out the side milk teeth ,
with which horses are furnished up -to ,
their third year, when they are supplanted ;
by the permanent ones. The extraction of i
the former, of course, brings on the latter j
much quicker chan would be the case in >
the natural order of things, thus making ,

| a horse appear much older than it really I
■ is. .
; The faking of broken-winded horses is an •

■ art in itself, so to speak. It is generally j
1 accomplished by means of drugs, arsenic :

i being, chiefly used. The coper also pays

• strict attention to such- an animal’s diet j
I previous to a show’. If during the trial a I

i horse is a little short-winded, the owner |
will turn furiously upon the groom for i
giving his horse too much hay, when m i
all probability it has had nothing to eat .
or drink for hours. .

* The groom will thereupon explain hov ,
. the animal got loose and ate a bushel or I
i oats and half a truss of hay in the night,

! and that he was afraid of losing Ins place
lif he said anything about it. This ex-

planation will in. nine cases out of ten

' satisfy the intending purchaser, and re

move any doubts which he might, have

I had.
n

.
, ,i

■ Doping is a term usually applied to the ■
i trick of making horses appear spirited and

I high-steppers by means of drugs and

' chemicals. An animal is often made to

i pick up its legs in the quick nervous stylo

I of a thoroughbred by having the back ten-

! dons of the leg rubbed with turpentine, ■
; cow itch and ammonia, which, bums like j
■! fire, .and makes the animal prance with

! pain.—(“ Breeder and Sportsman.”)

THE PRIMITIVE HORSE.

’ Some weeks ago a report camo from the |
• West that the party supported by the |

■ William C. Whitney Fund, which is ex- |
i ploi'ing for relics of horses had (
‘ made “important discoveries. The fossils j
I of a herd of live small horses had been ;
i found. They belonged to the species of ;
i three-toed horses, which hitherto had I
j been known only from fragments of sculls .
i and limbs. The party now in the West i
phad found four fore limbs and ten rear ;

I limbs in a perfect state of preservation, ’
' several skulls and one skeleton nearly |
I complete. I he fossils were shipped to the i
' Museum of Natural History, New York. I
‘ Prof. Osborm of the museum, said that ;

the find would add an important stage to :
the history and development of the horse

in America.
I 'there was a period when naturalists

l looked upon the horse as a very isolated

I and singular creature, because it walked,

so differently from the other animals, and

the naturalists, therefore made it an order

bv itself, under the title of “Solid hoof.

Prof. W. H. Flower, M.S., director oi

the natural history department of the

British museum, asserts . that knowledge
obtained during the past fifty years as to

the comparative anatomy of the horse,

and as to the myriads of extinct forms of

animal life, has shown that the horse was

only one of a large group of animals.

The professor says that he is compelled to

’ assume Darwin’s theory of derivation or

descent of one form of anima] from

another. The group of animals known as

the hoofed animals are divided into two

I great and distinct groups. One group

comprises the horse, and its most immed-

; iate allies, such as the donkey and the

■ variou’s! forms; of zebras, which are practi-

cally almost the same in their structure

as the horse. More is known about the ,
ancient history of this group because in

early years it was far more abundant in

the world than at present. It seems to be

on the decrease, dying out as it were, and

probably would become extinct but for

donkeys and horses being so valuable to

man. Prof. Flower asserts that the horse

family of the group was that branch

which had undergone .by far the greatest

changes. It wras, too, the most interesting ,
branch of the family. It has been continu- ,
ally changing from its ancestors, and the ;
points in which the horse differed were j
very numerous. It had been gradually ad- j
apting itself to the changed conditions of ,
the times. ;

It had gradually increased in size, and :
especially in the length of the neck ; its j
legs had lengthened and its toes had dis-

appeared. ’I here were certain alterations .
in the structure c?f the bones, but mainly ;
the alterations were in two points in the ;
teeth and the feet, both of which nad been ,
adapting the horse for the altered condi- 1
tions of his life. So great had been the j
change that specimens could be traced ;
back, showing that at one time some of I
them were no bigger than a hare. Now it i

lis difficult to find anything more perfect .
1 in its whole organisation than the horse. ■

I It has ceased to be anything like the tapir
1 and as the horse was when it lived in

■ woods, forests, by lakes and on marshy
I land. It had become changed to an ani-

I mal destined to inhabit the dry open plain,
I far away from the cover oi woods and

from the swampy ground, into which its

I feet might sink, and also destined to live

! upon the food of the open plain dry,
■ hard, harsh herbage that grows in open

i spaces. The modification of the teeth has

: now reached the point at which it is dif-

! ficult to conceive anything better adapted

for grinding, hard herbage, anti the feet

have got to the point which specially fac-

ilitates speed over hard ground. The foot

has been modified into an organ simply
far support, and for that purpose it Js
about as perfect as anything can be. Jne

whole of the changes were to fit him for

■ the sphere of usefulness he was to occupy

in future ages, and were obviously advant-

ageous to him in the changed conditions

of his life.

It is a fact tl.-at the earnest Horse

known to naturalists had five toes. I’.V1 ’

ther along down the ages came the Hip-

i parion, an animal almost a horse, winch

had three toes, but only the. centra] toe

rested on t-ne ground. In this connection

it is interesting to note that Nature some-

times reaches hack through untold ages,

and reproduces in the. horse of. to-day

some of the characteristics oi his toed

ancestor. Horses have been born in com-

paratively recent Limes with three toes on

one foot. In .1883 there was a horse m

: Boston with eight hoofs, the second, which

j took the place oi the hrst toe, being al-

i most as perfectly developed as the third

j and fourth.
....

I Whatever the horse was primitively,
i since he became an essential pail of

I civilisation his intelligence has been so

! marked by every nation, ancient and mo-

-1 dern, that he has always been taken as a

■ symbol of the human intellect or under-

l standing. Hence in the mythology of all

• nations he has been used as the symbol or

; the intellectual people.—■( ’ Breeder and

Sportsman.”)

“MUSCLES IN KNOTS.”

JOINTS ALL STIFFENED ABN

SWOLLEN.

Tf ANCE-LIKE pains torturing and torment-

g J ing you x'ou are the victim of Rheuma-

tism, and you don’t think you will ever get. rid

of the trouble. .Perhaps you have tried all kinds

of old wives’ cures, much advertised quack
remedies, a trip or two to Rotorua, all to no pur-

pose, and you feel respondent. Don t despair 1

There’s a medicine that can and will cure you.

Lake “Rheumo.” It is not a liniment but. a

medicine ;
it is a positive antidote for uric acid

ooison; it kills the pain, removes the swelling,

and clears the system of the excess uric acid.

“Rheumo Conquers Rheumatism.”
.. _

Stocked in Auckland by H. King, chemist

Queen-street; J. M. Jefferson, chemist, Queen-

street, and Upper Symond street; J. W. Robin-

son, chemise, Parnell; Graves Aicken, chemist,

Queen-street; and sold by chemists and store-

keepers at 2s 6d and 4s 6d per bottle.

. r-w-, « z-v intend to issue a Series of

The American 1 obacco bo. 12 different plates of

ruvirn Wild Flowers
j • j Chromo Litho. Art, printed on. 1

Wr.te full name j thkk s
.

ie x and form a unique collection. If you want these <

and address ! Beautiful Wild Flowers, 5

post to . . . The AMERICAN TOBACCO CO., AUCKLAND \
plain! y, tinCl j — - —

eaii'iAY-Dfii! 50 Old Judge Cigarette Boxes ’

<

and Three Penny Stamps

(3 Penny Stamps; and one Coloured Plate will be posted to any address m New Zealruus >

FT 18 ]^JAJESTY ’ S rj'HEATBE
Cnder the Direction of Mr J, C. WILLIAMSON

THREE FAREWELL NIGHTS OF THE SEASON.

First Presentation in New Zealand of William Gillette s

GREAT MILITARY DRAM4

“SECRET SERVICE.”
FOR POSITIVELY TWO NIGHTS ONLY,

When MR CUYLER HASTINGS will make his

appearance asLEWIS -DUMONT (t e Spy»

Support ed bv MR J. C. WILLIAMSON’S FAMOUS-

DRAMATIC COMPANY.

SATURDAY EVENING, MARCH 7,

THE FAREWELL NIGHT OF THE SEASON.

“THE CHRISTIAN,”
When MR CUYLER HASTINGS will make his First

Appearance as

JOHN storm:.

BOX PLAN at Messrs Wildman, Lyell, and Arey’s,
PRICES—Dress Circle and Reserved Stalls, ss; Stalls

3s; Family Circle, Is

Early Doors to Stalls and Family Circle, 7 till 7.30, 6d

extru. Day Sales at Williamson’s, Queen Street.

ROWING ASSOCIATION.

CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA,

LAKE TAKAPUNA,
S2TUEDAY MARCH 7th, 1903.

PROGRAMME INCLUDES

ROWING RACES AND MODEL YACHT

PACE . . ' ■
(Models not to exceed 4ft 6in overall)

Entrance 2s. Post Entries.

Steamers leave Ferry Tee at 10 45 a.m. and

1.30 p m., calling at Devonport, and returning
at 5.30 p m.

BAND IN ATTENDANCE.
Fare Is. Children under 12, half price

ALEX. I. FARMER, Hon. Sec.

A UCKLA/VD POLO CLUB’S RACES
A AND GYMKINA,

ALEXANDRA .PARK,

SATURDAY, MtlOH 21.

EVENTS—
Bending Race

Polo Ball Race
Polo < up, fovr furlongs
Potolo Race

Hurdle Race, one mile
Ladies’ Bracelet—Costume Eace

Electric wace, three fu longs
Waterloo Melee

j R. DENNIS O’EOBE®,
Hon. Sec.

For Polo Ponies only. ?
All Entries close with, the Hon. See. on

WEDNESDAY, 18th inst. ot 2 p.m.

Fred Brown
5 .

F;
'

VENETIAN .. -
kl - vW BLIND

yt: • J Manufacturer.

i |S: k. | Ponsonby
K ' 5! Hoad,

Auckland.

BRITISH HOTEL,
Corner Queen-street and Durham-street,

THOS. BUXTON
... ... ... Proprietor

FIRST-CLASS BILLIARD TABLE.

WINES, SPIRITS AND ALES OF THE

BEST BRANDS.

Under the New Management Patrons Old and ’
New will find every convenience attended to;

16
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