
THE LOCAL OPTION POLLS.

AN INTERESTING POINT.

It will be remembered by our readers
that in connection with the petitions
against the prohibition and reduction
votes carried in Otago, Mr Adams, a
Dunedin solicitor, gave it as his opinion
that in the event of the polls being de-
clared hull, no license could be granted
in the districts affected. At the request
of the Dunedin Star,” Mr Adams made

a detailed statement, which our contem-

porary prints; as follows,.—•“ The crux
of the position is really section* 21 of the

. Alcoholic Liquors Sale Control Act of
1893. That section has an interesting
history. It was introduced into the Act
whilst the celebrated Sydenham appeal
case was pending, and it was hoped by
the liquor party that the section would
have the effect of enabling them to suc-

. ceed in the Court of Appeal in that

case. The temperance party have al-
. ways had a strong opinion that had

there not been an appeal pending at the
time when that Act was passed section
21 would have been enacted in a slightly
different form. The section reads as

follows.—‘2l. Where a district consti-
tuted under this Act or the principal
Act has been abolished ,or altered, and
has been constituted or divided nto new

districts, the poll in force in such first
mentioned district at the

x
time of such

abolition or alteration shall continue
and remain in force in such new dis-

tricts until the period arrives for tak-

ing the next triennial poll, and shall
• have the same force and effect as if such

poll had. been taken in such new dis-
tricts.’ Section 3of the 1895 Act pro-
vides that ‘No license of any descrip-
tion shall be granted or renewed until
the electors of the district have previous-
ly determined,’ etc. Now, as Dunedin,
Caversham, etc., are now new districts,
the electors of those districts have never
had any opportunity_of coming to a de-

' termination under this Act until the

first poll after the alteration of the

boundaries this year. The poll taken on

' the 25th November was therefore the
first poll taken in those districts under

the Act. If this poll stands, then li-

censes may be granted where only reduc-
tion is carried.

.
If it does not stand,

; but is declared void, and, as Mr Thorn-
ton puts it, is thus a nullity ab initio,
the electors of “ the district ” have not

determined anything, and section 3 of

the Act of .1895 therefore prohibits the

granting of any licenses. The trade,
Consequently, are on .the horns of a dil-

emma. They may either accept the pre-
sent situation, and submit to reduction
with the best grace they can muster, or

they may press their petiions, with the

risk of succeeding and preventing any li-

censes being granted at all. Ido not

wish to be understood as saying any- •
thing at all as to the merits or the pro-
babilities of success in connection with

the petitions. They are sub judice, and

it would be manifestly improper for me

to express any opinion. The position is

different in different districts. In Dun-

edin and Caversham reduction only was

carried ; in Chalmers, Bruce and Ma-

taura no-license was carried. Obviously
the effect of the above will be different
in the cases of reduction and no-license.
It will be, suggested that the liquor
party have nothing to lose in pressing
their petitions in Chalmers, Bruce and

Mataura, as licenses are bound to go in

any event. But Ido not think it will

work out so at all. For instance, if in

Chalmers the 'party were to succeed on

their petition and have the poll upset,
then, if my interpretation of this Act is

correct, no licenses can be granted -in

that district. And this singular result
will follow The licenses will be ex-

tinguished. At the next licensing poll
the questions to be submitted to the

voters will be the same as at present,
viz. :—(1) Continuance, (2) reduction,
(3) no-license. Suppose the poll to be

taken and ‘ continuance ’ carried, that

means that ‘ the number of licenses in

the district shall continue as at pre-

sent,’ and as there will be no licenses in

the district none can be granted, and no

vote for restoration can be taken, there-

fore licenses are for ever excluded from

the district. It looks as though the peti-
. tioners will be ‘ hoist with their own

petard.’ ” i
In connection with the same subject

Mr J. McGregor writes to the “ Star ”
.

—“ For the information of your readers

it may be worth while quoting section

3.: No license of any description shall

be granted or renewed until the electors

of the district have previously determin-

ed—(l) Whether the number of licenses

existing in the district is to continue ;

(2) whether the number of licenses exist-

ing in the district is to be reduced ; (3)
whether no licenses are to be granted ini

tion must be aware that the Dunedin

district, for example, was altered just
before last election ; consequently the

electors of the new district had never

* nreviously determined . the questions

stated. There is therefore no
‘ previous

determination,’ and a thing that has

never existed can hardly stand.

A POPULAR C.T.

I The following, from the Gisborne

■ “ Times ” will interest the many friends
iof the gentleman referred to :—“ Mr Hugh
| Wallace, the well-known representative of
the Auckland firm of Messrs L. D. Nathan

arid Co., arrived' in Gisborne yesterday,
having ridden through from Tauranga via

the Coastal townships. His many friends

in this district will regret to hear that

this is his last business trip to the East

Coast, as he will in future travel in that

part, of the province north of Auckland.

I Mr Wallace is one of the oldest and most

■' popular travellers coming to Gisborne, and

l for years past he has been accustomed to

travel overland from I’aeroa and Tauranga
'to Gisborne. He has been visiting Gis-

I borne and Coastal districts for close on

twenty-one years, and has a-knowledge of
the country that is possessed by very few

persons living here. Mr Wallace can relate

'many exciting' instance oi the dangers at-

-1 tached to travelling from Opotiki to Gis-

borne by way of the Coast, and he has
had many thrilling experiences since he

first made this trip. His genial face will

be much missed by all old residents on the

Coast, and he has had many thrilling ex-

periences since he first made this trip. His

genial face will be much missed by all old
residents on the Coast, and we are sure

that they will all join with us in wishing
him every prosperity. His place is to be

filled by Mr Murray, late of Robjohns and

Company, Napier. As mentioned in our >
issue of last Thursday, Messrs L. D. Na-
than and Co. are extending their opera-
tions on the East Coast, and Mr Murray
has been permanently appointed to Gis-

borne, from which place he will work all

country districts. The firm’s many clients
will thus be much better catered for, and

we are sure that Messrs L. D. Nathan and

Co. will add to the already large and ex-

tensive business that Mr Wallace has built
up for them We wish the firm every
success.”

WARNER’S

NEW HOTEL,
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.

. ThislPalatial Hotel is now Complete and Open for the

■ Reception of Visitors.

120~CAPACIOUS ROOMS~ 120
SUPERBLY FURNISHED THROUGHOUT

The Hotel is now Complete with every Modern Luxury
' and Comfort. Electric Light throughout.

PERCY HERMAN Proprietor

jp AM IL Y HOTEL, RANGITIKEI LjNE

MRS. R. ROBERTS (late of Kaikoura and Lyttleton).

Has taken the above Hotel, and Solicits a share of

patronage-
Good Beds always available, and a first-class Table.

Stabling and Safe Paddocks provided.
Only the Best of Wines and Spirits in Stock.

Speight’s Ales on draught.

Oxford hotel, market square
CHRISTCHURCH.

This Hotel is beautifully and conveniently
situated, facing the Setunda and River, and
jffert all the comfortsof a home. The Oxford
has been entirely renovated and re-furnished

throughout, and visitors to Christchurch will do
well to give it ,a trial. Best brands of Wines

»nd Spirits.
DENIS FOGARTY

... ... Proprietor
(Successor to Mrs Knox.)

Edward W. Whitehead
HOTEL BROKER AND VALUER

15, HIGH STREET, AUCKLAND,
rESTABLISHED 20 YBABS],

UNDERTAKES the Buying and Selling of

Hotels in any Part of the Colony.

HOTEL VALUATION A SPECIALTY.

HOTEL CLIENTS ASSISTED
FINANCIALLY

COBBBSPONDBNOB INVITED.

MONEY TO LEND IN ANY SUMS ON

PROMISSORY NOTES, Etc.

Discounted Daily

J. M. & J. MOWBRAY

(Established 1868).

STOCK AND SHAREBROKERS

HOUSE, LAND, AND ESTATE AGENTS

HOTEL BROKERS AND VALUATORS
o

U SHORTLAND STREET

(Next Star Office.

HAMILTON HOTEL,
HAMILTON, WAIKATO.

W. H. 8R1GHT..... Pbopbdstck
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ST. HELIER’S BAY HOTEL.
A BEAUTIFUL SEASIDE RESORT.

P. MAHONEY ....Pbopejetob
~- ■ ■

TTr EBT brands of wines, spirits and cordials. Hancock’s Sparkling Ales and Lager Beer. Boating, bathing.
JO fishing, stabling. Four busses and three steamers daily. > .

OCCIDENTAL HOTEL.

;O:

The 1 leading hotel of palmers to
NORTH, under entirely New Management, Cen

I . -X, ' • trally and Conveniently Situated, Immediately opposite
B — y Bank of New Zealand, and close to Post and Telegraph <

p’’ . . ‘ >G) ■' y '' Offices. Furnished sumptuously throughout in the '•>.
p< j

“■ . < most up-to-date style, and well provided with Fira

r X ---L? ' Escape. Hot, Cold and Shower Baths. Choicest
'f <LqgagSl—-Wines, Spirits, etc. NightPorter in attendance. Lug-

I
■■

S aK e conveyed free of charge to and from Railway Sts-
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SAMPLE BOOMS.

■'Sj'KtSfcjn.’ ~ L~ "

G. B. HOWARD.... ...Manager

(Late of the Royal Hotel, Thames,’and United Service, Auckland).

CENTRAL HOTEL,
QUEEN-STREET, MASTERTON.-
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1 1 I MOST UP-TO-DATE
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INLAND HOTEL.
‘

IN. the

COLONY.
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H W. POWNALL.. „
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