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N.Z. SPCRTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW,

%" The naw trio of scrobats at Mr P. R, Diz's
.- show, Mesars Johnson, Risno and Bentley, had a
;' great roception (eays a Bouthern scribe). The
i 'aot in which they appesred, * The Furmer ard
- the Monkeys,” enabled them to show their
© mbilities as gymnnasts, and to greatly amure the
i sudience. Made up &s monkeys, two of them

.- were chused by & farmer, himself 8 gymnast and
’;" tumbler, and the ludicrous attitude the wonkeys
- sssumed and the extraordinary position in which

* - they placed themeelves convulsed the sudience,

. "It s stated that Mr.George Musgrove some
. - years ago offered £10,000 down for a sixteen
i+ week:’ tour of Australia by Bir Henry Irving and
Miss E'llen Terry. car

2. “In the Soup w ich has been produced st

" the Palice Theatrs Sydmney, has only served to

., enhance the raputation of the hawtrey Comedy

-, Oompany. ~ ** In the Sonup™ is a fargial comedy
“+ depending for its success upon smartly repre-
- sented . omical situstions.

Memrs Wi, B, Parkyn and John Bromley,

" society entertainers froou London, opened a four-
‘s night season in the Opora House oo Wedneaday
", evening. Thry hava just concluded m seasen in
' “Bydney, where their entertainment was favour-
- - ably received, by the oritics. ~Mr FParkyn, “ The
" Oornish Enptertdiner,” gives a wsories of umnigue
" sketches, rustic dialec: tales, songa ete. Me
. .. Bromley is & tenor who has appeared in the
¢ Albert Hall, 8t Jumes' Hall, Queen's Hsl,
- Bteinway Hall, Louodon Referring to Mp
Parkyn the * Era" has the following:—* We
may say at ovce, and without reserve, that My

. Parkyn is a thorough artist in all that he does
- He never strains after eflect, and. he miakes all

" 1 his poiuta with admi-able ease and uncanacicua-
. ‘ness, Ver delicste ard refined is the way in

" which he diffarentiates the personages whom lie
" represents, He is familiar with vnr[ous_dlalecl;
.. und keeps them quite distict in his deliveries. His
-+ Clorniah farmer, his horsey man his thtahl‘e
", yokel, his Frenchman, his -old American, are
» fleomly characterised, bul the charucterisation
. never approaches earicature. al k

. My Parkyn's make ups - Each of thess is evi-
dently a study from life, and exch is finished
" efirefully and convineingly. y
it is navel t> find an artist who eppreciates what
 we may call the finer shades of rustiaity, and cen
! depiot them with an assured, yet light and dainty
-hand. We have nothing but warm praise fir
.. M® Parkyn's work. ’ " comments

c

* Amphion’s
i | on the sntertsinment will appear next weak.

".+ Under the hesding * A Broad Minded Bishop”
" " u Queensland paper has the foll wing: —Ameng
“. " those who witnessed the final presentation by
. the Hawtrey Comedy <.ompany of the * Message.
" L from Mars,” at the Theatre last night were hia
- Yordship Bishop Barlow, sad his suite. Ap-

_ perently, bis Lordship guite enjsyed the play,
- --and it is unf .rtunately so rare in Townsville
|- that & digoitary of the Church cun s’tend a
S thuhioal entortainn}ant with the copeciou-nees

It iathe same with n

It is s sgreeablio as | -

.It is troly artistic.

g

e
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The Grouselle Studios, Ltd., Sydney,

MIS8 OECILE LORRAINH

One of the attractiona of Mr Georgs Musgrove's Grand Opora Gt;mpany.

that his presence is not linble to misinterpreta
tion, that this morning he was asked by a repra-

‘sentative of the * Star™ if he would espress an

opinion on the subjeot. His Lordship replisd in
the following terrms :—" If I bad gone to see this
play last Baturday night instes : of the last night
of its production, I would have bern better
pleased. Having had- s good deal of experience
in London in earlier years, and some idea of
artistic things, I oan safeiy say that the play
has & really strong, edifying, healthy influence
A visit to the theatrs on
puch an cccasion ie oaloulated to send men back
in & strong, moral; snd slevated spirit. When
I think of the comparatively small population of
Townaville, the fact the theatre has besn at tan_gp_d

' "ilé_E‘d'ilart'i'a" Bhodio, Auokland. o _
Whatohing the Play” MISS EMMIE OWEN off the stage.

-

night after night by large and appreciative
audienoes, I feel gratified, for it ail shows refine-
ment and taste. I eaid to myself this mornine,
if I had seen the play on Saturday night I would
not have hesitated to introduce a commendation
—=a etrong commendation of it—into & sermon.
I was very pleased indeed with it all, and very
glad to have been able to go.”” We think that
his Lordship’s remarks will be warmly applauded
by the citizena of Townaville.

Old musical friends of Lieutenant Wynyard
Joss will be glad to_read the following catting
sent me from a London paper:—The New
Zealanders contingent had a cyclist corps of fifty

‘men, wonderful fellows, under' a marvellous”

leader, Lieutenant Wynyard Joss, who when nob
oyoling over impossible treks and careering for
three-score miles in a day, devoted his leisure
to trapping insects and reptiles. I don't mean
the amaller class of insects, they are easily ob-
tained ; but gigantio locusts, grasshoppers, with
beetles and tarantulas es big as oricket balls.
He has made s discovery that the baboon is
inordinately fond ofithe tarantula. The monkey-

-fied creatures seize them with avidity, tear the

spider demon’s hairy legs' off, and devour the
body a9 & great dainty. I have seen Lioutenant
Joss with a pet chameleon upon his wideawnske,
o tame tortoiee upon & string,-and a stock of
dead and live stakes stowed away upon his
person or in his oart. Thess oyclists of his
ueed to carry despaothes daily between Plumer's
camp and the thirty-five miles distant post of
Oommissie Drift. I can oycle a bit myself, but
I would not attempt what they did. ’

MR GEO. MUSGROVE'S S8EASON OF GRAN
.. OPERA. :

At the Opera House on  Mondsy night sn
important historical mucical event in the history
of Auckland will eventuste, and that is the visit
of the long looked for Musgrove Girand Opera
Company. Verci's great work, '* Il Trovatore,”
will be the opening picee, Th: season is limited
to sighteen nights, and the opsras which' wil be
produced during that period will be ° Fauat,”
** Carmen,” ' Bohemian @irl,” “Il Trovatore,”
" Mignon,” * Maritans,” “ Lohsiigrin,”
* Tannhauser,” all of which will be rendered in
English. All these plays are to be put on, Herr
Bénuo Beherek, who is acting a1 Mr Muagrove's
representalive, informs me on a scale of lavish-
neas which will be & revelation to New Zsaland-
ers. Thé chorus will consist of ffty voices, aud

the orohestra will be proportionately strong.

Fhere are over 100 people in the Company,
which is so strong in **stars” that no artiste
appdars on more than two nights in the week.
The company is ementially cosmcpolitan in its
composition, as no less than eix .ationalities are
represented among the leading ' performers.
Mudame Ella-Russell is the only member of the
original company which has toured Australia
who will not vieit New Zealand. Her engage-
ment with Mr Geo. Musgrove was for eight
weoeks only, and she had to return fo the old
country to fulfil important Oratorio engag:--
vents. In-:a recent interview Mr George
Musgrove, speaking of the N.Z. tour said:—
“In Madame blapoffaki, Medame Jansén mud
Mdlle Cecile Lorraine, the New Zealunders will
hesr prime donne oapable of singing either the
most florid or the*most dramatic music; in
Bignors Balvi and Barthald they will find tenars
who will captivate their henits with their sweet
singing and realistic acting ; Mr Max Eugene and
Mr Tilbury are baritones of exceptional gaality;
while Messra T, H. Pringle and Maoney are bassos
ofthe first rank. It is worthy of mention in paa-
sing,and a factthat will deeply interest all colonials,
th at Mr Priogle is a native of Tasmania, being a
son of Mr Pringle, who waabest known to New Zea-

A landers by his nom de theatrs of Templeton, and

and’

who was the baritone of several comapaniss that
want dewn to your colony.
bas had a marvellously auccessful caresr. He
came t5 the front five years ago as a member of

Madames Albani’s company that toured Canada;

and since that time he has sung with conspicusus
success in almost every European capital. He is
simply great as Mephistopheles—at léast that is

Mr T. H. Pringle

the universal verdiot—and makes an ideal torea.

dor in ‘ Oarmen.' "

st Wildman and Lyell’s,

Future New Zealand
Mrangesments are:— ‘

Woellington, a threa weeks® season, commeéncing -

Avgust 12th . ,
Christchurch, two weeks, commencing Bep-
tember 2ad. Co

Dungedin, three weoks, commencing jeptember .

16th,

In reviewing the company’s .tour in Austzalis s

distinguished Melbourne musician and oritic
peoned the following complimentary remarks ; —
‘“This week has been the close of the second

season of Mr Greorge Musgrove's Grand Opera - -
Company" There haa been A repetition of many

of the works whioh they have secured the great-

st success, and with the alternation of principals -

in some of the leading parts, the interest of nov-

elty has boen maintained. In looking back over ..

the record of performance, we oannot failto be

L The prices fixed for admis. -
sion are Bs, 43 and 24, and the box plan is open'

struck by the high ~messuré c¢f excellenge &t-. ..

tained. Among Wagner's masterpieces. Lohen-
grin, Tanchauser and The Flying Dutchman

have been presented with a completeness and -
acouracy of detnil which would win favoursbly -

enconium in any city. - The repertoire has also
been exceedingly varied, and has included many
different echools of music.
I'alian and English, have been represented, as
woll aé the great Germen master. Fauat, Mig-

non, Carmen, Trovatore and Maritana have been .

given with admirable effect, The company in

ite second sensou, has been gremtly strengthened

OComposers, French.. -

by the inclusion of Miss Ella Russsll, Mr Prin-

gle snd Mr Barron Berthald; though this ohaser-.

vation casts no shade of reflection on the ability =
‘displayed by other members of the company who |

had previously established thems.lves .as fav- -

ourites,

han left behind plessing memories which will
not eaeily disappear.
or mors efficiently than Mr Slapoffaki, the con-
duotor, under whose direction the orshestra has

done wonderfully well. . The enterprise displayed -

by Mr George Musgrove has placed the musical
community under a debt of gratitude. i

Now that the question of fire escapes and fAre
alarms is the theme of general oinversationm,
people 1nterested in the question cannot do better
than meke themselves thoroughly acquainted

Madame Slapoffeki end Miss Jaunsen |
have not suffersd in comparison, sand M. Arens

No one has worked harder .

with the merits of the “ Castle’ Hleotrio Fire

+larm Bell 8yrtem, a full account of which ap-
pears in our advertisivg columns. The * Castle ™
Apparatus copeists of Automatic Contacts and
Alarm Boells. The contaots are distributed
throughout thes passages and rooms, and are
opened simply by breaking the glass - - Immedi-

stely the glass is broken on any ons of the con- -
tacts, all the alarm bells commence ringing, and

cannot be stopped exbept by the proprietor or
some authorised person
majority -t omees) believing,” we would-recom-
mend our readers to call gt 186 Queen-street, and
peo & 8smple apparatus, - A trial of the ‘' alarm **

Ap " goelngis (in the

was given last week in the presence of Messrs '

Graves Aickin, M, Oasey and P, E, Chesl, mem-"
bers  of the Auckland Licensing Committes s -

Uaptain Field, of the Balvage Corps, and M -

John Mowbray, who were greatly interested in’
the apparatus.

inventor. o . s

Mr James MoDermott is'ine .
terested in the invention, with Mz Castle, the -



