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Sporting Topics.

| By PETRONEL.T .

The acceptances for the Wellington Cup are
due with Mr H. M. Lyon on Friday, January 4.

Hastings ran a good half mile on the grass on
Thureday morning. . ‘

8t Peter and 8t Ursula worked together over
soven furlongs on Thursday morring at three-
quarter pace. Both moved freely, but were not
required to exert themselves.

Advance, who ie looking very well but hardly
in such racing trim as he can be got, galloped a
fast round with Tortulla and Whitnoy on Thurs-
day morning.

‘Winsome’s go ovar thres-quarters of a mile on
the tan on Thursday was 8 pleasing one.
considered likely to run well forward in the Rail.
way Haudicap on Wednesday.

Oalibre showed rattling good form in a half-
mile flutter with Real Blue on Thursday mern-
ing. Dac O'Brien’s colt should win at the forth-
coming meeting. )

Renown, who is still a bit sore, worked slowly
-over a ¢-uple of rounds on the tan on Thursday.
The Dreadnought colt will have to improve if he
is to win the Great Northern Derby.

Formula is meeting with increasing support
for the Bailway Handicap, and probably the Hon
Hugh Mosman's fllly will be very hard to beat.
In avery succeeding gallop she shows improved
form, - :

Takapuuns, the North Shore candidate for the
Bailway Handicap, is, I am told, in splendid
fettle, and it ie anticipated that the 8t Hippo
colt will take a lot of beating.

At the Woodville Jockey Olub’s SBummer
Meeting held on Wedneaday snd Thursday, the
totalisator investments amounted to £7862. This
s £641 more than was speculated at the corres.
ponding meeting last year.

Mr Martin- Taylor, the Ohristchuroch hook-
maker and well-known owner of greyhounds, has
arrived in Auckland in order to be oresent at the
Summer Meeting of the Aucklane Racing QOlub.
Mr Taylor looks 28 well as aver. -

Macmanemin's two.year-olds, Scotty, Cressy.
and Kiaealine, had a gallop on the couree proper
on Thuraday morning. The trio ran about half-
a-mile, sand on this occa ion Creesy appesred to
have the best of the go.

Dayntree covered two rounds on the tan on
Thursday morning in & nice manner. The first
part be iravelled alone, but The Needle brought
him along over the last seven furlongs They
finlshed together, both ehowing good form. .

Bluejacket worked over s _cauple of rounds on
the ten on Thursday wornicg. He had Nor'-
west with him for the first part, and Motor joined
in over the laet mile. The Cup horse moved
well throughout. He was not asked to go fast,
but accomplished a good working gallop

On Thursday morning Skobsleff, Fulmen,
Ideal, and Paphos were companions in a mile
and a-half gallop on the plough at astrong pace.
The firat three finished close together. In this
effort Fulmen showed better form than he has
yet exhibited at Ellerslie, and in consequence he
advanced to 7 to 1 during the day.

. 'The last has been seen on the Turf of that

good mare, Auld Lang Syne, who distinguished
herself at the V.R.O. Uup Meeting. In the
company of her sister, Twine the Plaider, and
Phillibeg, she has been sent to her owner’s place
near Parkes. Mr Foy, who hus decided to breed
from her, desires that she shall have a long reat
before going to the stud.

The bookmakers do mot care Lo cultivate the
Black Rose. The Australian-Waitara mare ia a
kind of hardy apnual, for she only blossoms once
a year, and Woodrille is the place where she
best tarives. T believe the books throughout the
colony were struck over her win on Wednesday,
and the connections of the mare are reported to
have had a good win,

Cuirasette, who is one of the well-treated one:
in the Railway Handicap, must possess a big
chance if she has come on since the Takepuna
Meeting. There she ran some good races, and
was evidently coming into form. Two years ago
she won the rece with 7¢t up, and paid & sen-
sational dividend. This year she only has 4lb
more to carry. :

Malatua’s gallop on the tan on Thursday morn-
ing with Militery and Peerage showed that Dan
O'Brien’s horse is improving. After the news
got about hia price for the Cup shortened several
points. In this gallop Peerage tumbled over,
but he was quickly up again none the worse for
his spill. ‘the boy riding him alsc "escaped
injury. a

Mise Delaval was not worked on Thursday
morning.  Dan McLeod’s . filly was walking
about in the middle of the course, but she was

. given no pgalloping. The rest will do her good,
but I do not now think that she has much chance

.in the Auckland Oup. Miss Delaval hae been
kept up to the coker for a long time.

Mr W. Ryan, the Wanganui penciller, arrived
in Auckland on Friday morning, looking as fit
and well as nsual. As is customary, he thinks be
hasa lsid the winning double—Cup and Railway

_Handicap—for the simple reason that he has laid
La @loria and the other favourites with very
nearly everything in the Railway.

On Thuraday morning La Gloria galloped over
a mile and s half on the tan with Hengist as a
companion for the first par of the journey, while
Formula rattled over the last six furlongs with

--the Ogp fauourite - For some reason or other
the mare did not altogether pleass the touts, and
in consequence she eased slightly in tha market.
I do not sttach much importance to the idea

© - that La Gloria is going off, and expect to see her

finish foirly close to the winmer.

8he is.

" Paphos and Cavaliero rana round on the tan
on 8aturday morning in 2 vin Zrec

The Hon J. D Ormond’s two-year-old I. trepid
is 8 big fe low, He looka very well. On Satur.
day morning he worked at half-pacs. .

Dayntres, who was assisted by Blue Paul an
The Needle, cavered a mile and a-half at a sound
pace on Saturday morning.

Kisealine, Scotty, and, Oressy gelloped three
furiongs on the course proper on Haturday
morning in 37sec. The latter appeared to have
& little the best of it at the fAnish. .

.The Hon @eorge McLean arrived from the
Houth on Monday in order to be present at the
Summer Meeting of the Auckland Racing Club.
He puts up at the Grand Hotel.

Advance, Tortulla, aud Whitney worked
together on Saturday morning. Whitney was
given a good start, but the others ragpidly over-
hauled him. Advance is losking in splendid
fettle.

Mr J. Boreland, the owner of Fulmen, arrived
from Duredin by the Waihors on Thursday, and
ie staying at the Grand Hotel - Another Dunedin
sport, Mr J. Gibbie of the Provincial Hotel,
accompanied him, and is putting up at the same
comfortable hoatelry. :

The Hon Hugh Mosmon's property at Green-
lane is in the market, and will either be #o d or
leased. Tt is a very handy little place. Therain
a capital little house of six rooms, the stables are
excellent, the paddocking good, and altogether it
is & sompact racing establishment.

An English sporting paper declares that
Mornington Cannon’is the finest rider of the day,
and well worthy of being ranked with the best
jockeys of bye-gone times, of which Fordham,
Jim Robinson, and Frod Archer are the greatest
examples.

Hohoro galloped six fuclongs on S8aturday
mo ning in company with Sparkling Water. He
gave the filly a good start, and at first he moved
slowly, At the five-furlong poet he was fairly in
hie atride, and, eatching Sparkling Water easily,
he ran the aix furlongs in 1min 15sec, hard held.

Ooronet’s gallop over twoa miles on the tan on
Baturday morning was a very 1nseful one. He
had varicus horses to arsist him, and made the
following times: Three furlongs, 4lsec; half-
mile, 648ec ; five furlong, 1min Sesec; six furlongs
Imin 20zec; one mile, Imin 48sec ; first round,
2min 13sec; and the two miles, 3min 421sec.

Bluejacket, who ia at the time of writirg
favourite for the Auckland Cup, on Saturday
morning executed adlashing gallop over a mile
and a-balf on the tan He was acoompanied by
Motor, but the 8t Leger horse very guiskly eft
bim behind The first eix furlonga were run in
Imin 17sec, the firat round in 1min 57sec. and the
mile and a-half in Zmin 383 0. Bluejacket
moved well throughout and flnished wp really
well, The gallop impressed the onlookers con-
eiderably.

On Friday, January 4, nominations close with
Mr H, M. Lyon, the Secretary of the Wellington
Bacing Clab, for the following events to be run
at: the Summer Meeting : —Anniversary Handi-
cap, President’s Handicap, the three Hack Han-
dicaps, Nureery Handicap, Telegraph Handicap,
January Handicap, Electrioc Handicap, Juvenile
Handicap, Welter Handicap, Metropolitan Han-
dicap, Summer Handicap, Fitzherbert Handicap,
Pencarrow Woelter, Federal Handicap, and Zes-
landis Plate. In each race the entry fes is one
sovereign,

A big contingent of young thoroughbreds has
arrived from Tucka Tucks aft T. Payten’s place,
Randwick. The draft numbers 22. It includes
three year-old fillies by Grozo from Old Maid, My
Own, the I L. filly, Marjorie and Doris; two-
year-old geldings by the same sive from Paslime
?emed to W. Miller, Rosehill) and Sea Frog

owned by W. Forrester). By Metal there are

threo-yoar-old filliee out of Weegoo, Hann.h,
Bay Rose, Housemaid and Border-maid : peldings
cume from Madge, Lady D., Taliagalla, Carmen,
Rebua. Dairy Maid, Schoolgir] Staylace, Dora
and Morna.

I take the following about the 8t Albans sale
from the Sydney * Referes’ :—Havoo comes to
Now Houth Walea as a result of his purchase by
Mr O. Baldwin for tha ! arham Qourt Btud. At
780gs Havoc will probably be a good investment,

and Mr Baldwin does not make mistakes in judg-

ment often. Thera was a spirited competition
for some of the brood mwares. Aura was perhaps
entitled to' distinction as the gem of the stud.
8he was secured by Mr G. &. Btead, who pro-
bably got a bargain at 500gs. I believe she is to
be mated with Btepniak, and if she throws

another Aurum or auraria Mr rtead will be:

more satisfied. Melodious, with a promir:ing
colt foal by Bill of Portland, brought 500gs.
Mr J. McDonald secured two grand mares in
Bonnie Rosette and 8he, pgiving the top price of
the maie for the first named, She has a ocolt
brother to Kinglike at foot, and hae been rerved
by, Wallace, g0 that Mr McDonsld is likely to
get his money bask soon. She should prove a
valuable addition to Mr MeDonald’s stud sleo.
The Robinson Crusoe mare Emmie waa bought
by Mr I. Karnshaw for himaelf, but the chances
are he will be asked to part with her at a profit.
8he is the dam of Beanba, and hae u colt brother
to that filly at her eside. RElsie, the only 8t
Bimon mare in the colonies, brought & good
figure, 526ge. and conaidering she has a colt with
her by Wallace, Mr Phillip Russell could not
have made a bad desl = Mr A. 8, Chirnside
bought Tortile, and perhaps meana to build the
Newminster Stud up. That fine mare Bymmetry
was secured by Mr James Thompson at 450gs,
and several other Trenton mares come to Now
South Wales, whilst Sir George Clifford got
others, including Eleusive nud Madowla, for New

Zealand.  The total of the sale was £37,847,

which, added to £8284 got for the racchorses in

August, totals £46,131.

Mr G. G. Swead lofe Uorstchurch for Auck-
land on Friday.

Idesl, Fulmen, and Skobeleff gallopel in com-
pany on Saturday morning over s mile and a-
half on the plough. Fulmen displayed improved
form, and the others alao moved over the ground
very freely. = : :

- Mr Drake, one of the rich American owners

who invaded Fngland this past season, sold off:

a’l his horses at the end of Qctober, owing, it is
stated, to the Tammany Boes, Mr R. Croker,
requiring his servicea—and hia money —during
the Presidential Election
Americans depsrted about the same time, the

roavon for their leaving being the same as in M-

Drake’s case.

The Waellington {rotting Club’s Bummer
Meeting will be held at the Recreation Ground.
Petone, on Saturday snd Wednesday, -January
19and 28. The stake money for the two days
amounts to £430, Nominations close with the
secretary, Mr E. W, Garner, at tho Claredon
Hotel on Tuesday, January 8. I have not yet
received a programme, so I eannot refer in d-tail
to the various racee I hope, however, that the
Club will receive goo” nominations a-d that
many of the Auckland owners will be repre-
sented.

On Saturdsy morniog a large attendance as-
sembled ot Ellerslie ‘to soe the winding-up
gellops. Bluejaoket’s mile and a-half was the
best go of the morning In-addition to those I
have mentione! elsewhere - the following - did
sound work :—8t Peter, St Ursula, La Gloris,
Beddingtn, { mtitia, Roeells, Hastings, Formula,
Wineome, Jim Kea e, Jabber. Hengist, Boultfish
Toroa, Lady Dash, Calibre. Peerage, Knight of
Atho!, Admiral Hawke, Balbirnis, The Waster,
Formosan, Tim, Dingo, Lena Chief Miss, Mamos,
Kissaline, Scotty, Cressy, and Miss Drury.

Nominatizne for all events to be run at the
Autumn Meeting of the Turanaki Jockey C.ub,
to bo held on February 13 and 14, closs on Wed-
ne-day, Janusry 9, with the eecretary, Mr
Mussell Fleetwood. ¢f courge the primeip-l
evert of the fixture is the Tarenaki Qup, ru- over
amileanda-half  This year the race is worth 850
sovs,of which the second horse receives 35 sove, and
the third 15 sovs. The big race on the second
daey is the Autumn Handirap, worth 200 eovs,
snd run over s mile and a-gquarter. The: other
races requiring attention from owoers and
trainers on the date mentioned arethe Inllowing ;
8teward’s Handicap, Henui H.ck Handicap,
First Hurdle, First Hack Huvdles, First Hack
Fiat, Fiying Handicap, Gracdstand Handicap,
Hauntoki Handicap, Second Hurdles, Jecond Hack
Hurdles, 8econd Huck Flat, and Farewell Handi-
cap. In each c¢ase the nomination fee is one
sovereign, Weights for the Cup, Btewards’,
First Hurdles, and Flying Handicaps are due on
Wednesday, Jenuary 23. Further partioulars
may be found in the programme which appears
on another page. :

The other day I had a hurried leok through the
Grand Hotel. The lessee, Mr A. Johnston, has
bhad meany marked improvements effected, and
now the Grand is one of the best appointed and
moat comfortable hotels in the Australasian
oclonies. The house has been considerably en-
larged, the principal additions being a fine large
and well lighted dining-room, a capital billiard-
room, spme new gitting rooms, and twenty new
bedrooms. The furnishing and upholstering has
been done in the best taste by Messra Tonson
Garlick and Co, who bave carried out the ideas
of the host and hostess with & very pleasing
reanit, The large drawing room has been re-
furnished, and a very pretty eitting-room is the
Pink Room, peinted and decorated in accordance
with Mra Johmston’s idoms. The single bed-
rooms aro all light and airy, and are furnished
very tastefully and very comfortably. ‘The
double bedrooms are in every way excellext, while
there is one big room most elaborately decorated
and fitted up. Mr and Mrs Johneton are
well-known to the $ravelling publio, and now
that they have a hotel second to none in the
colony, they are sure to become better known,
The cuisine st the Grand is excellent and the
wine list shows that some firet.class vintages are
stored in the cellars. ‘

Florizel I11.s subseription for 1901 has been full
for some time, and it is now stated that the pre-
posterous price of 1,000 has been offered for
each of two subscriptions, writes “Vigalant” in
the Sporting Times Burely this ie an exaggoera-
tion of4he following udvertisement which ap-
peatrs in the Racing Calender—

ANTED —A subecription to Florizel 1iI.
for 1901. #£100 premium wculd be
paid.

As the fee for 1901 was 100 guineas this
would mesn 200 guineas, which would be
a fair price seeing that the horse is advertised
st that price for 1802, All these bave, however,
been taken, &' d & list hae been opened fur 1803
at 300 guineas. ‘Lhis booking forward ison a
scal!e thut is calculated to meet with the approval
of Mr George Edwardes, who saye that he pever
beat teven in the best dayaof the Qaiety, which
wo take it are the presest. If 1000 guiness t.as
really been offered ,or a subecription 10 Florizel
11., a1 that we can ask is, What is the world
coming to? That his firet season has been &
great success we allow; but a couple of good
two-year-olds and one or two others as a firat at-
tempt would not have been sufficient; only a
fow years ago, to have raised a sire to even
bundred guineas rank Many will rec.llect
what a tremendous season Thormanby had in
1869, when winning two-year-old followed win-
ning two-year-old, and Bunshine, Normunby,
Heater, and (Camel were of the number ktis
fee did not go beyond 50 geiness. BHtockwell,
notwithetanding his great career, which hus not
been eclipsed, and never will be, was advertised
in the same * Oa'endar’ at 75 puineas, Voltigeur
st 20 guine 8, Parmesan 20 guineas, Bpeculum
16 gui eas, and Wild Dsyrell at 15 guiness.

Many other wealthy |

1In referring to the eals of 1he 8% Albwnis siud,
Terlinga, in the * Awetralgsian *' writ.s :i—
‘ura the gu-en of the plud, and - as grand a
looking brood mare as ever man clapped eyes on, -
wad, rext to Wa'lice, the hargain of the gale,
Foaled in 1886 wnd w.th mothing at foot, buyers
wo e chary, and My W. ¥, )akin, for Mr G Q.
8tead. of New Zialand, ascured the dam of
Aurum and Apraria for 500 ‘guincas
throws.one good foal to Stepnisk she wisl be dirt
cheap at the money. Coren v .

1he handicapping of Diplomat and E:maﬁy
in tha Nursery Handicap, run on the f-s' day
of the Onrisichurch Racing Club’s Meeting, led
M>r Stead 1o write to the President I herewith
append Mr Stead’s letter and the reply received
' from Mr O. Hood Witliams, the Presdenut of the
! Christchureh  Racing  Club :—“ From G. @.
Stead, 1o the President of the Christchurch
Racing Olub™ Dear 8ir,~Msy I request your .
club 1o ask your handicapper on what principle -
he handicapped Diploma’ and Rrwany for the .
Nursery Handicap on the first duy of the meet-
in , Diplomat being awarded 8st 71b and Romany
7st 131b. i
neither-had, | belicve, started in public Tt ia
true one ia a gelding, but that only aceounts for
3b difference I am making the enquiry on
principle.—G& G 81eap.” “From Chrvictchuroh -
Racing Club to &. @. Btead. De.r 8ir,—With
reference to your letter of 14th inst, on the
subject of weighte given to your horse Diplomat -
at the meeting of the Christchurch Rucing Club, .
I .m directed to inform you that 1t was laid
before the stewa ds, who came to the unanimons
opinion that it would be most undrsirib'e to
involve & handicapper in any discussion upon
the adjustment of the weights of his handicap,
mare especially when he prssesses the confidence
of tho stewards of a racing club. Were evory
dissatisfied owper encoursged to gu:sion the
hundicapper's weightz and enter into a nisoussion

handicaps, it would be the. iniroduction of a

Club cacnot’ countenance or encoursge—C,
Hoop W 1Luiams, President Christchurch R.C."

The judges vppointed to consider the» ppeal of .’
R. . Paterson v. -Hawkes’ Bay Jockey Clanb’
gave Lheir decision on Friday night in 1he case
of 1he diequalification of the former. - The flnd-
ings of the stewards ss 1o the offences alleged to
have beon committed by Mr Patersor and the
di:qualifications impceed - were confirmed, and -
that past of the ap jea! dismissed.. The sacretary
of the Club intimsted that the Cli b wus willing
te re-corsider the period of disqualification if
application were made by Mr Paterson. .The
judge. thought the interpretation of rules 111,
118 and 187 adopted by the Olub wans incorrect.
The decision na to the stakes wes reviewed and
it was directed that the stakee won by Ringlet -
and Dr Biil be paid to Mr Paterson, as
neither he nor the horses were disqualified at the
time when the races were on. Appellant's de-
posit was ordered to be returned. The judges-
were Messrs H. D. Bell, J, A. Coock and the Hon
0. J. Johnson. ;

Inter-Provincial.

{By Our Owx COBRESPONDENTS, ]

CANTERBURY."

HORSES AT THE CHRISTCHURCH R.C. MEET-
ITI;(I}.E RACERS FOR THE COAST — BACING -

CHRISTCHURCH, Dacember 21.-

“ant Ilario only started ouce at the Christ .
church Club’s Meeting, and in & five horse race
he finighed last. Hoseemed unable to keep pace
with  Dundas, Hermoss, Bpinner, snd aven .

trifle avre, but there cannot be much wrong with
him, as he was taken over to the Weat Coast on
Monday last to fulfil engagements there.

aod Hypnotist, left for the Coast on Monday.
The trio are in capital form. and should more
than pay their way. ’ o

‘Woodroffe’s horses, Bant Ilarie, Derry, Sarah
Jennings, The Shaughran, in charge of M.
Groodger, Garmoran piloted by J. Bullivan, and
several trotters heve also left for the Coast.

W. McDonald took Mr Victor Harris’ horséa,
Paladia, &traithoairn, Magnificent, and Bkipper
North on 8aturday. The quartetto have engage-
mente at Menawa'n, Rangitikei, and Wairarapﬁ
Mectings. Mr Harris ususlly sends his horses
uver to the Comet for the Christmas Meetings
there, but this year he resolved to patronise\
-11:\19rt.h Island Meeotings. I wish him s successful

rip, )

George Hope bad mo luck with the Spinper -
and Terrapin &t the Christchnech Meeting. He
bad the pair looking bright and well, bat neither
got place money. ’ :

v adet, who won two Welter Handicaps at
the Christchurch races, is a six-year-old galiding
by Vanguard. He has been taken over to the
Coast, ' '
-Flr:_t. Blood, who has been under a cloud for
som# time, rau in asmethiog like his old for ‘
the 'Chrsstchurch Meeting, gand managed t;n:v?;
& raco. Now that he mppears to have struck
form he should win some more rzces before
long '
Dundas is snother animal who broke a long.
string of aleo starteds at the late meeting. He
was beaten by Hermosa on tho Brst day, but- in
the mile and &-quarter race on the second day
he simply romped away from Hermosa at the
finizh, . Jundas is see2 at his best over a mils to .
8 mile and a-quarter distancezs . : -
Th+ hurdile racer, Skipper, who has gone

Nor.h, wus given a run in the welter races last =
week, and performed ereditably, -

1f she .

Both ure two year-olds, and so far.

with him upon the merits or otherwize of his

sys'¢m the stewsrds of the Christehurch Racing .

Olytie. The son of 8t Lieger appeared to boa -

F. Holmes® team, sonpisting of Cameo, Gmlie‘a,‘ 7




