12

N.Z. SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

{November 1, 1200

Thera arse twenty-miae horses left in the
Melbourue Cup.

The last mare to fosl at the Sylvia Park Stud
__Charente, by Nordenfeldt—La Dauphio-—has
foaled a filly to SBeatoa Delaval.

1desl, the Hon J. D, Ormond's New Zealand

Cup reprecentative, has not been pleasing the

toata at Riccarton very highbly.

_ QOoronet and Bellman are fancied candidates
for the Prince of Wales” Handicap and the
Handieap to be derided on the opening day of
Auckland Racing Olub’s Bpring Meeting.

Bluejacket has been doing very fair work since
the last imsme of the REview. Bluejacket,
Coronet, La Gloria, and The Needle have been

" selected with varioue horses in doubles for the
. Prince of Wales Handicap and Hurdle Race.

 Owing to tha very heavy weather very little
. walk of any kivd was accomplished at tllerslie
on Tueedsy morning, Most of the trainers gave
. their charges steady pacing and a number of
horses were walking on the roade.

Owing to the break-down of the wires nothing
concerning the training work at Riccarton on
Tuesday mornivg hascoms to hand. At Ohrist-
church Tortulla in again favourite for the Oup,

- 'her price being 2 to 1, while Malatus is guoted
. st4tel. .

) Daring the next week there should he some

interesting work at Ellerslie if tho weather holds

up. At the time of writing the meteorological

' outlook is anything but promising, and it is to

- e feared that the tracks will be very heavy for

the next fow dave. There is a possibility, there-

.+ fore of many of our horsea being a bit short ot

- work for the A.R.Q Bpring Meeting.

On Friday next, November 2ad, Massrs John
Churton and Co will sell by suction the privi-
leges in connection with the Spring Mesting of
the Auckland Racing Olub. The rights to be
:  _mold ipclude the booths, cards, and refreshment

" stalls. -As there is abundant promise of an ex-
" gellent Meeting, the demand for the privileges
" should be largeand the competition should be
" keen, :

. A New York ‘writer says the cautioning of the
American jockey Rigby by the Englieh stewards
did not eurprise anyone knowing that youth in
. his own country, It is a ratherstrange fact that
- all the boys graduating from, or spending mueh
" time at the less important western and south-
western American tracks, are inclined to take
chances, snd smash through a crowded - field
- without compunction. This ronghness and un-
. desirable daring is one of the flrst things the boy
: from these rectione has to “lesrn to forget
:* - Even then it crops up occasionally, as in the
-. " Rigby case.
" In -winoing the Alexandra Plate at Doncaster
last month, & four year-old horse named Avidity
- put up an English record for s mile sand -a-half.
.. Epcarried 7et 121b, and ran the distance named in
- 2min 80 4 bth sec. The official time was verified
. by several other oclockists, so, provided the die-
" tenos was correct, Avidity accornplished. =
" vemarkable performance. The time recorded at
" 'the meeting were fast all through, Dismond
Jubilee winning the Leger (1% mile 132yde) in
. 3min 9 1-Gth sec; the three-year-old filly Winkie
* . wipning the Rufford Abbey Plste, 2 miles, in
8min 27 2-6th seo; while Royal Flush, with Qat
8lh on his back, won a mile race io a canter in
1min 38 4-5th sec. )

) - OUR £20 BKILL COMPETITON.
" T.1—Coupon recefved.
- A.L—Coupon received.

o Anticipations.

" CANTERBURY J.C. METROPOLITAK
e ¥EETING.

* . THE NEW ZEALAND CUP.

[Bx PsTRONEL.}

" Rverything points to & most successful gather-
ing at Riccarton for the Motropolitan Meeting,
which commences on Saturday, and will be con-

' . tinuned on thres days of next week. The general
., entries, while falling short of last year's total
~" " for three days’ racing, are distinctly good, This
. year the 0.J.0. has added a fourth day, and for
. the races to be run on that gccasion one hundred
- and ‘ffty horses have been entered, making n
total for the meeting of three hundred and
‘ sighty-nine. The total is an excellent one. This
part of the colony will not be largely repre-
- sentad, for only three horses from the Auckland
.. District are on the socene of operations, More
Anckland horses were nominated, but from one
cause and another they have dropped out, and it
is very likely that only Miss Delaval and
“Onvaliere will do battle for the Northern pro-
+. vince, Record Reign, who broke down last week
" and had to be withdrawn from the Cup, is in
some of the hurdle races, but I do not regard
_him in the light of a starter. From various
_ causes the field for the New Zealand Cup has
been reduced until a very small number of
ronners are likely to sée the post. There are
eleven horees still in, acd even this number may
"+ be reduced when the final peyment— which will
fall due after this is in print—is made. Forhaps
.this~ year the task of selecting the winner is
rather more éasy than usual on sccount of the
‘numerical - weakneas of the field. Then the
quality of thoae still engeged is not very remark-
able if Malatus, Tortulla, and Miss Delaval are
excepted. Fulmen has once run second in the
‘race, bub otherwise he has not shown himself o
racehorss to- be ‘clazsed in the first rank. I
originally selected Malatua ae one of those likely

to supply the winner of the big handicap of the
year, and so Far there is nothing to cause me to
leave him out of conmsiceration. Of course had
Record Reign remained in aod kept well until
the Jast I should have pinned my faith to him,
and bave given Malatun second place. Malatua
is & racohorse, and by hia second to Beahorse in
the same race last year he is entitled to be
considered a pood racehorse. At this time last
year Seshorse waa a great three-year-old, and
it was no disgrace to Mslatua to be beaten by
such & colt, even though the latter gave him
¥lb. Walter Hickenbotham, who has been train
ing Seahorse st Flemington, declares that he is
the bast horse he ever had in his hands, and that
neither Carbine or Newhaven could have bettered
the performance that the Nelson c¢olt recently
accomplished on the Flemington track. It is
believed that Mzalatun has made the im-
provement which s bhoree should between
four and five years of age. If that ia
8o, and his letest performapces at . Riccar-
ton show that he is im good form, then he
must be considered a dangerous candidate. Last
yenr he beat everytbing, bar the champion, Ses-
horse, and taking a line through the latter, if he
has improved on the sama ratio as Major George's

colt, then Malatus must have a big chance in
' much galloping at Riecarton that must be treated

this year's Cup, After runuing second to Hea-

horse, Malatus carring 7et 111b—7st 9ib waa his

handicap—was only beaten & head by Explozion,
8st 8lb, in the Metropolitan Handicap, run in .
On the third day of the

2min 38 4.5th s ¢
Meeling, he won the Jockey Club Handicap, one
mile, carrying st 2lb, getting home comfortably
from skobeleff, 6at Tib, and Rochester, 8st 2lb,
in 1min 43 4-5th sece. Malatua's next appesr-
ance wae at the 0.7 0 Summer Meeting in the
Midsommer Handicap, one mile snd a-half,
Carrying 8st 13ib, Dan O Brien’s horse wns un-
placed. Ben Farley, 7st llb, won by & head
{rom Skobeleff, 78t 6lbin 2min 36 2-5th sec. ‘At
the 0.J.0 Autumn Meeting, Malatus won the
Groat Easter Handicap, seven furlonge, iv 1min
20 1.5th se¢, He carried 8st 13lb, and won com-
fortably from Jupiter and Jabber. On the

second day, carrying 9st 61b, he was unacoountably .

beaten by Dundae, 8st, in the Great Auntzmn
Handicap in 2min 40 2-6th seec, with Bkobelef,
78t 61b, half-a-length away third. Malatua has
not been seen in public sioce. There have been
many rumours concerning the Malus horse lately,
snd * pitch and toss ** would fuirly describe the
way he has been handled in the market., During
the past ten days, his work has been of a satis-
factory nature, and on Baturday morning he re-
corded, in company with Dundas, the fantest
mile and a-half of the present season, When
beaten by Dundas, he was conceding 20lbs.  In
Saturdsy’s race the pair meet at n difference of
121bs, over half-a-mile more ground. In the
same race Malatua gave Bkobeleff 28ibe andi beat
him. On Baturday he meets the Stepniak geld-
ing on 7lbs better terms, with the extra half mile
thrown in. We know that Malatua will stay the
full journey, and that we sre not posilive the
others can do. Fulmen ran second to” Tirant
d'Ean, but I do oot think be is at the present
time the horae he was on that occasion two years.
ago. Tortulla, 83t 4lb, who is now a better favour-
ite than Malatus, won three races last season
and ran a meritorious recond to Advance in the
Wanganui Qup, when giving the smasher 11lba.
The Torpedo mare won s race st the Wanganui
Spriog Meeting last Beptember, and she showed
then that she wae in good form, The Wanganui
L up, one mile and three-quarters, is the longest
distance she has aver essayed, but though she
oaly got second to Advance, she easily mccounted
for the restof the field. Bhe gave Bkobeleff 141bs
on that occadion, and beat him handssmely. In
Baturday’s race she concedes the Btepnisk geld-
ing 16lbs. - In the Hawke's Bay tup, when
giving Bkabeleff 25lbs, she boat him by two
lengtha, in turn ancoumbing to Tire, 7st 9lb, by
the shortest of heads. Taking a guide through
Skobeleff, the difference between Malatua and
Tortulls would seem fo be alight, but the horse
is a proved stayer, and I believe he will be able
tu give the mare 5lbs over the two mile journey.
Fulmen, of course, may run the race of his
life, but there is nothing in his track work
to werrant the assumption and 1 am:.of the
opimion that Fulmen is not even the Fulmen
of last year, and is still further behind the
Falmen of two years ago. Therefore I do not
consider that he has much chance in Baturday’s
race. Miss Delaval in as game a little fliy as
ever wore racing plates, and,fas I said last week,
if the race is o alow run one her brilliant pace
may come in very usefully at the finish. isB
Delaval has not undergone such a preparation as
is usuwally apportioned for a rsce like the New
Eealand Cup, but she won the Great . orthern
Derby sfter a week of idleness. Probably she
was lucky to be enrolled among the winners of
that olaseic race, but atill her finish was re-
markably brillisnt, The way the race was run
suited her admirably. Had Béahorse made hia
own running at & strong pace Dan MeLeod's
filly wonld have never been nesr by the time the
judge was reached. I .think Mise Delavael wrill
Tup & good race, and if there is t2 be a ‘ boil
over™ she is the most likely starter to effect it.
Dundas hag been doing really well in some of his
gallops on the track, end that form has-caused
him to be well backed, The Perkin Warbeck
gelding bhas o bhandy impost in 7st 11lb, and
should he run up to his best track form he will
be forward up to a mile and a-half. - There is
nothing in his past performanc s to make one
regard him as one likely to stay out two miles,
and there are one or t®wo below him that I shall

. O'Brien’s horae.

expeot to see in front at the finish of the race. I
thick Malatua may be looked upon ae safe to
beat Dundss. Djin Djin 18 not regarded as a
dangerous candidate, for he is said to be short of
work, and it is considered likely that he will go
out, Ideal is & good little mare, and, with 7at
blb, 8.0 is micely weighted. The Hon J. D.
Ormond has pever won a New Zealand Cup.
The Hawke's Bay owner always enters freely but
luck has been sgainet him. The victory of his
colours would be very popular, more particularly
as the big favourite of last year, SBir Launcelot,
went lame just the day before the race. Ideslis
B very fair performer up to a mile and a-quarter,
and though ahe bas no doubt been highly
tried, it 18 & bit of a task to look upon her
as the probable winner of a race like the New
Zoaland Cup. <he is only a pony to look
at, but they run well in all shapes and sizes,
so objection must not be taken on that account.
There is another objection. Idesl has never
shown good form at Riccarton. Bkobeleff has
come in pretty well in the consideration of other
horses about him in the handicap. Un paper he
does not look to possess much chance ugainst
Malatua or Tortulla. It ia stated with confidence
that he is quite a different apnimal to what he
wap last eeason, but as he has not been showing

as hearsay. Had BSant Ilario kept well there 1
very little doubt as to which would have beea
the Yaldhurst firet string, and on that account
and on past deeds I feel I must discard Skobeleft,
Btrathnairn, Materoa and Huku, the three light
weights, have nothing to complein sbout on the
score of avoirdupois.  The Ghsborne mare’s
recent public form was not such as to warrant
great admiration of her charcs in Saturdey’s
race. Btill. I hear she has since been backed by

“the right people, and she may be regarded as one.

sure to give a good exhibition. Strathoairo und
Huku have only their recent good track form. to
recommend - them, for nobody could support
them on recent public exhibitions. Track form
and very recent track form must not be over-
locked, sud on that account I take Mlatua,
Dundses, Strathnairn and Huku ae sure to run
prominently in the race Tortulla, on past deeds,
is entitled to great respect. At the time of
writing I do not know how ghe has shaped at
Ricearton, but she must run well on Baturdsy.
I caunot get away from the elaims of Dan
He has got over the distanoe
before, behind pechaps one of the best colts New
Zealand will ever see. He is of the age when
horges should be at their best, and he has lately
?aan doing good work. I chall therefore plump
or

MALATUA,

and shall expect to see a battle for places between
Toarvrna, MHUET,
LELAVAL, : )

‘After the New Zealand Cup, the most interest-
ing race on the first day will be the Stewards’
Stakes. There will be a good field for the six

furlong race, and probably a very fine battle will

be witnessed. Groldspur, Formoean, Paladin, 8t
Denis, Jabber, and Ostiak are six from which I
expect the winner to come All have been doing
good work recently, Paladin especially pleasing
the Riocarton course watchers. Gloldspur is e

.| very slippery ocustomer off the mark, end he will

be on his way to the winning post before some
of the slower omes get going  Jabber is not
always & good beginner, but once fairly moving
he is very smart. 3t Denis has only a light
weight compared with what he has recently been
winning under, and I fancy him very much, Mr
Btead's colt should be suited by the distance, and
he haa & weight that he is easily master of.
Prosser has Boreas and Ostink left in. The
Sou-wester gelding is 8 olioker over three-
quarters of & iile, and perhaps he may be
chosen in preference to Ostiak, who may go for
the Riccarton Welter. My choice lies with

. - 8T DENIE OR Goi.nsmm, .
while I fully expect to mes Paladin, Formosan,

and Prosser’s reprosentsative make a slashing-

aoe, .
_The Woelcome Stakes will attract a nice lot of
highly-bred youngsters, and in all likelihood the
race will fall to ‘ ' C
BrEAD's CHOBEN O INDIAN QUEEN.

The Spring Burdle” Race uvught to furnish .a
good contest, Oaveliero has plenty of weight
with 12st 1llb, bot there are n good many people
whe believe that he is quite as good over the sticks
aa Becord Beign. If he is, then he ought to win

for he has a pound less than the Castor gelding.

carried 1o victory in the Grand National Hurdle
Race. Torpina and Ilex have both won recently,
and shonld run well. Roller iz a beantiful
glumper, but he hae not done much lately over

urdles, and I do not tiink he will be dangerous.
1 shall place the race thus:

OavALiEro ., . A |
Irex L e 2
TORPINA - |

A big field may be expected to go to the post
for the Riccarton Welter. Hhould Ostiak be
gent for this race, I would have him on my side,
Oors Linn, Bpider, Proposal, Suzannah and Gar-
morsn wre amopg those horses that huve done
good work on the course during the past fort.
night. The acceptances are not due till after the
BEVIEW haa gone to press, so it is rather blind
picking. With-a ran I fansy

OBTIAK ...
Coea LInn .. o,
GABMOBAN ..,

R R e

SreaTENAIBEN and Migs-

The Derby will be run on Monday. Renown
wilt represent the Hon J. D. Ormond, who hsas
pever yet secured the blue ribbon of the O.J.0,
This year he has an excellent chance of victory,
for the Dreadnought colt’s viotories in the
Wanganui and Hawke's Bay Guineas proolaim
the fact that he is in excellent trim. Dan
('Brien’s colt, Military, has been Malatua's
companion in most of the Iatter's work, and the
three-year-old has plainly demonstrated that he
is & pretty good sort Perhaps he may be able
to lower the coloura of Benown. Bhould
Malatua win the Oup on Saturday, Military's
chance on Monday would look better. For-
mosan’s throst ailment may considerably inter-
fere with him over a mile and a-half. He is
probably in much better trim than when he last
met Renown, still, though much improvement
may be expected, I do not expect to foe him
victorious. Pampero wounld bardly eeem class
enough under Derby weights, though he showed
a bit of pace in the mile race he won at Dunedin
when carrying & light impost. Assayor has his
wins in hack company to recommend bim, and
perhaps he may not start. Ifancy the result

will be ‘ .
RENOWN e 1
MILITARY - e B
HFORMOBAN e v O

[Br OUr CANTERSURY CORBESPONDENT],

Present appearances indicate that the New
Zeeland Cup 18 going to furnish an interesting
race. I am writing on the eve of the final pay-
ments,” but if anything goes out -it- will be
Materoa.. Pergonally I consider this mare has
an excellent chance of winming, but it is likely
that her trainer will reserve her for races under
two miles.
pressed a great liking for Malatus, snd I must
say that I do not feel inclined to alter my opinion.
Latterly Malatua has not done so well as his.
owner could have wished, but during the past

Whet the weights sppesred I ex-

week the horse bas come on fast, and will
strip almost as well as he did lsst year.  Tortulla ;

has been executing some sterling-gallops since her
arrival, aud if the top-weight 18 beaten I think

Torpedo’s daughter is the most likely one to do -

it. Fulmen has been galloping well since-bis
srrival, and has on two previous ocoasions been

over tha Cup j urney. However, he does nobetrike -

mé as likely to win. Miss Delaval will have a

host of supporters, and, as far as condition goes, ~

she will bs hard to bat. Dundas is sleo in

capital fettle, but remembering some of his past -

per.armances when he failed to try at the eritical

period of a race, I must past him by. Tdeal did .

not gallop as freely ne ususl on Mondsy morning.
I do not favour her chence much. With regard
to Bkobeleff very little is known, but from a
privats-source 1'learn that the eon of Btepniak is
very well, and likely to ruo forward. I think he

-will beat Btrathoairn and Huku, and Materoa if

she starts. I expsct lo eee the numbers go up as

follows :— . :
MarATUA 1
TORETULLA e 2
BXOBELEFF .. B
Hokr ... 4

- Owing 1o tl.:x.a__ wires bei;;z int:é;'ru[:.ited I
am compslled to be brief, so [ shall content my-

self with making the following selections for the -

other events

Spring Hurdles: Cavarizeo 1,
Torrixa 2, Bomrgs 3;

Ricearton Wolter:

Tsarita 1, BENTRY 2, GARMORAN 3; Welcome

Stakes : §TEAD's8 SELECTED (probably Menschikoff

1); Stowards’ Btakes: FORMOSAN 1, PATADIN 2,

Goxr Brozs 3; Ladies' Purse: Uameo 1, HARIA
should beat all "

2, On Monday EENOWN
apposition in the Derby.

V.ATC SPRING MEETING

[BY PETRONEL.

With the New Zealand Cup Meeting in full

swing we still will heve a little time to devote ™

to Australian racing.. The Victorian Racing

(lub's Spring Carnival commences on Saturday, ©

-when the Derby and Melbourne Stakes will

attraot considerable attention.  For the. third- :

year-old claim race Malster holds the pride of * = .
place in the betting. 1t is expected that Mr —~ .:
Orr’s colt will strip a far better horse than he -

did at Caulfield, and his supporters expect that
he will tuin the tables on Kinglhke, From all

acoonnts it wonld seém that the latter hada -

good deal taken-oiit of him. by his encounter
with Seahorse in the Eclipse Stakes, The Nelson

eolt undoubtedly made the Wallace gelding
put his best foot foremonst, and the Iatfer’-
80 palpably below -
be pomething. .

subsequent racing was
correct form that there may
in the idea that Seahorse Jmooked = him
out, Kinglike's running in the
Cup plainly showed that he was out of all

form, and as it may take him some little time - -

Caulfiald -

to recover, I don't think he will win the Derby. .- -

There are some dark horses in the field, but I

ghall pin my faith to .
- . MALSTER.
''he Melbourne Cup acceptance of twenty-

nine is large emough. The striking feature is-

that & goodly number of the top weight division

.

remains ii I have an immenss liking for Ia -

Carabine and Merriwes, whose work has been of
the best description, Severity and Lancaster
have also done excellent trac
last-named is now.a strong favourite. New Zea-
landers wonld rejoice shounld the Hotchkigs colt

work, and the

triumph. He has 8 handy weight in 78t 101b. -

La Carabine is declared to be better than she ;- -

over was, and though she has & big weight in. -

9st 71b to carry, she is such & proved stayer that
her chance must be held in high respect. Merrix
wea, with 98t 6lb. has a big task set him. Ha

bas done all that has boen asked by his trainer, °

who hasleff Clean Sweepin probably to make the. -~
running for the black, Severity’s track form has . .
been excellont, and the Trenchant geldingis .. -

conpled with Merriwee for the position of second-:

favourite, War God is another horse that has - :
shewn good form, and he has been well aup~ ...
Geoorge Frederick, with 8st. 10lb, is °
reckoned to poaieas a chance, but he will haveto- |
. | improve & lot on previous efforts to be returned .. .
the winners Mora, 8st 8lb, is said to be'a.

ported.




