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My end Mra (Miss Moud Beatty) J. Milburn
have been paying a visit to Auckland during the
1ast week. o

Mr Scott Leighton, who has departed for

Sydney, has several engagements in view, and on’

arrival on the scene of action will go into harness
at once, :

Miss Mariott Watson left for Sydney on
Tuaesday. It is-more than likely that the lady
will join the Bland Holt’s on their return to
Aunstralia. . .

To-morrow (Friday) the Auckland Amateur
Minstrels will give their first performance in the
Opera House. The programme 'to be presented
is'as very attractive one, and patrons are promised
an entertainment of exceptional merit. As I
mentioned lsst week, the funds resulting from
Friday and Saturdsy’s performances will be
devoted to sending out good things to Auckland’s
members of the contingents now in South Africa.

The Pollarda have been playing at Gisborne—
a place they have not visited for a long time.
The company arrives in Auckland on Sunday,
and will have a week's rest before opening at the
Opera House on Raster Monday. Everybady
will be glad of the rest, for the one and two-night
sensone to some of the smaller towns in the
North Tsland have necessarily entailed a lot of
hard work,

Mr W. 8. Gilbert i¢ & martinet at rehearsals,
and it {8 & treat to see him instructing the ballet
how to execute the steps of the dances, During
the rohearsals of the last GHilbert and Sullivan
production, one of the principals who had not
previously met Mr Gilbert in business remsrked

" faootiously, * Why, Mr Gilbert, I had no ides
that you could dance.” * No,” returned the
dramatist, I am not often caught fripping.”

A joint tour in America 18 being arrsnged for
Madame  Sarah Bernhardt and M. Coguelin.
Definite thoice has been made of two plays for
their - combined reperfoire. In “Cyrano de
Bergerac” Coguelin will be supported by Bern-
hardt as Rozame, while, in * Hamlet," he will
good naturedly respond with a new and, it may
be hoped,. unedited Poloniua. For & third play,
and a novelty, a new drama by M. Morean

(Bardou's eollaborstor in '* Sana Gene’’) is spoken’

of. . This presents the infamous Judge Jefireys
us the centro and pivot of the action, and beers
the quaint title * Lilliburlero,” the name of the
famous political ballad ' attributed to Thomas
' Wharton (s violent Whig partisan st the time of
the Revolution), which it precipitated if indeed
it did not actually * sing James II. oul of three
kingdoms.” ~* Lalliburlero™ is now being putinto
rehearsal at the Porte 3t. Martin, where M.
Ooquelin will preduce it early in January.

Mr Charles Arnold, the wall-known actor, who
has beon in Bouth Africa for some months past,
has written a letter to his manager in Australia,
Mr L. J. Lohr, describing the wild scenes of
excitement that were presented in Capetown when
the news of the relief of Kimborley was received:
# Orowds rusbed through the sireets singing
‘ Rule Britannis,’ bunting appearvd .on nearly
svery building, every cabby tied & Union Jack to
his whip, men wrapped themselves in bunting—
wore red, white, and blue ties and rosettes, The
crowds rushed along, cheering in front of every
public building and hooting in frontof the Dutch
newepaper offices, All this comes ns a_preat
relief after the gloom of the past month. Hvery-

one you meet wears a smile—no; not everyone;’

there are those in evidence who have been * bear-
ing the markset,’ others (the Dutch) who don’t
like the British victory; it is essy to distinguish
them in.the crowd. I am now wiring Kimberley
to try and srrange for my compsny. to play there
next week. 1f I can get through, I shall com-
bine business with pleasure, and take several
truck loads of fruit with me to distribute on the
way, My ‘Fruit Fund for the Troope' has
reached £440 in two weeks, and I am sending
two to four tons of grapes per day to the troops
at thefront - I am mnot forgetting the Australians
and New Zeala-ders. I am sending a couple of
tons per week to them. 1 am told they were in
the relief of Kimberley. T trust they gotthrough
without heavyloss. We are ssiling for Australia
on the Damascus on the 8th Mareh.” - ‘

On Monday night the first of 8 series of three
concerts, under the direction of Mr Greorge
Maurice was given in tha Auckiand Opera House.
A good attendance rewarded the promoters, and
thronghont the evening the listeners applauded
the various artists with much fervour. Mr and
Mrs Hamilton Hodges were the stars of the
evening, and they delighted everybody with their
artistic delirery of their songs. Mre Hodges
first gave the " Jewel Song" from Gounod’s
“ Fausl” very charmingly, and, in responss to a
strong demand, sang “Swanee River” with
delicacy of expression and much sympathy, Mr
Hamilton Hodges sang Lohr's ¢ Margarite” with
very conaiderable effect, and, as an encore, pleased
the audience with a deintylittle gem, ““Goad-bye,
Bweet Day.” In the second part Mr and Mrs
Hodges were very enthusiastically received, and

Ltheir singing of the duet  Flow Gently, Deva,”

drew great applause. Miss Maud Howard ang
“Tha Old Lark,” * Carnival,” and “A Woodland
Serenade” ; Miss May Dudding gave “ Fiona”
and * The Old Countree,” and Mr A, L. Edwarda
seored in * 1'll Sing Thee Songs of Arabi” and a
pretty little thiog called *“ Oanly a Rosebud.
Mies Howard was given s warm welcome each
time phe came nn the platform. The Bioscope
pietures, and the Japanese M edley and Amazon
March by Miss MeIlhone's pupils, were grestly
sppreciated. During the evening Mr Alf. Bartley
acted as accompaniat. - :

There was an excellent attendance on Saturday
night at the Valdares' Summer Thestre, Emily
Place, near the Aucklsnd Museum. The open-
ing performance was to have been given on
Friday, but aa the Te Anau did not arrive until
late in the afternoon the opening "had to be
deferred till Saturday. There is no doubt about
the marvellous ability of the Valdares as trick
eyole riders. They have studied the question of
balance deeply, and their display shows how
perfoctly they have mastered it. 't hey ride their
wheels in all sorts of ways some of their atti-
tudes being seemingly impossible until the eycles
are on the move, and then every method of pro-
pulsion appears to be remarkably smple in
accomplishment. The Valdares are so graceful
that their feata look easy, but » minute’s consider-
ution will prove that the artists’ sbility is reslly
wonderful.” They work upon a very small atage,
and throughout the performance their exhibition
is marked by taate, skill, and confidence. In
additios to the bicycle riding the Valdares' per-
form some wire-walking of an admirable character.
Miss Marie Rayfurd and Mr Frank Raystun, who
were popular favorites at the City Hall a few
months ago, are with the company. They had a
warm reception from many old friends, who were
pleased to see the pretty dancer and her partner
in fun once again. -Profegsor Godfrey's monagerie
of trained dogs, monkeys, cockatoos, eic., by their
quaint antios, amused the audience vastly. The
cleverness of the apimals reflected the greateat
oredit upon their mentor. Mr James Mooney
(well-known here for his high-kicking), Miss [da
Holbein, Mr Tom Powers (who,.as a tramp
‘cyclist, caused any amount of fun), Miss Flo
Barnes, and Mr John Tudor—=sll variety artists
of ability—added considerably to the evening's
smusement,

A record house greeted the rising of the curtain’
at the Oity Hall on Monday night, the date
marking the anniversary of the opening of the
Gsiety Company. Every seat was occupied and
a double row of sight-acers lined the walls of the
auditorium and the back of the dress.circle. The
performance from start to finish was an excellent
one, and the audience, which appeared to be e»
rapport with the artists, appreciated every item
that was put on at its full value, There was
soarcely a turn that wss not vociferonsly encored,
and if the apparent desires of those present had
been . fully met, I am of the cpinion that the
entertainment would be ‘atill going on. A new
first part wae stayed, the set being entitled
“H,M.8. Guaiety.” All" the members of the
company were in yachting costume, and the
geveral effect produced was very pretty, Mr
Rivers’ patriotie songs, the Misses Marlow and
Bodin’s serio-comic selections, snd the turns by
Frank Yorke, Johmny Oolling, the Williams
Biaters, and Lennon, Hyman, sud Lennon were
all enthusiastically received. "The second part
waa equally interesling, several new turns being
introduced. The entertainment concluded with
a laughable farce entitled ** The Photngrapher.”

THE VALDARES, tae ramous TarcgjCyortsrs.

After the entertainment was 6vér, arrangoments

tapdered by Mr Dix to the company, members of

the Press, and a number of specially-invited
guests. At 11 o'clock all was resdy, and between
soventy and ecighty ladies and gentlemen were
seated at the tables, which had been arranged on
the stage. A sumptuous repast had been pre.
pared, which was thoroughly enjoyed by those
present. The toast list included “ The Queen,’”
“The Press,” “The Ladies,” “The Management,”
and * Our Visitora.” Mr Dix wes prosented
with a handsomsly-mounted umbrells, and in the
course of his reply very happily exp essed the
hope that it would prove more useful for sun-
shiny weather than for rainy days. Mr Maccon-
nachie also received & presentation, from Mr Dix,
of & handsome gold albert and pendant. Shortly
after 12 the hsll commenced to fill with those
who had besn invited to the bell, and dancing
wae kept up until an esrly hour on Tueedsy
morning. Altogether the affuir was & complete
success, all present enjoying themeelves heartily.
I hope that Mr Dix will enjoy es great u success

duriog the current vear as heretofore. He cer-
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. MR ALF COUTTS,

Interlocutor Auckland Minstrel Club.
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Hon, Treasurer -Auckland Minstrel Club.

wore ppeedily made for the supper which was |

| vainly deservea it for his enterprise and untiring

energy. - . - -
The Bt. George Kinematograph Company has
been meeting with much succeas in the sounthern
towns of the North Island. At Hawera, Wan-
ganui, Feilding, Palmerston North, and Master-
ton the piotures of the Spanish-Amerioan war,
the Tranevaal war, and other pubjects, have been
much appreciated. The show has proved very
popular, and return visits to the various towns
are spoken of. . .
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Proceeds of which are to be devoted for the
purpose of Providing Comforts for
Our Boys in 8.A.

FRIDAY AND HATURDAY NEXT,
' April 6 and 7.
60 — OVAR B1XTY FEKFOBMERSY — 60
Auckland’s Lendirg Tulent.

Duy pule lickets ast—HRoberwon's; Partridge's,
Queen otrest; and Carter, " T'he Brighton,”
opp. Upera House,

Box Plen ut Wildmap and Lyell’s.

Porvian PricEs— 3s, Ze, und i's; Orchestra
Stalle, 4a,
Doors opun at 7.15, Carriages st 10.50.

.. MzR, H. FrovDE
Mz J. H. PrILtror
Mr W, P, DENTON |

Beoretary...
Musical Director ...
Ntage Munager ...




