
San Francisco some time ago Mr. Ash-
ton went to see

“ The Merry Widow,”
which was being presented in one of
the leading theatres there. The per-
formance on the whole he did not con-

sider as;good as the Australasian pro-
duction, butthe people were quite
willing-toj .pay from 2s up to 10s for
their seats, -..The.piece ran for a sea-

son of six weeks, and in. the first half
of that time the receipts totalled over

£3OOO .per weeks and at: each perform-
ance, including matinees,; the: opera

played to capacity limit. Further, as

instancing the .scale, of pieces, the
tariff for each seat , actually averaged
5s 9d,. or more; than, is paid for the

dearest ;seat ; ih . :an . Australasian

theatre.-
j , ••

MELBA'S PROTEGEES.
~ '

Madame Melba has now taken up
her residence at Macedon, where she

will remain until her departure for

Europe. She has completed the hear-

ing of the various young singers, to
whom she promised auditions. Many
of these students showed considerable
vocal promise, but the one that most

appealed to Madame Melba on the

general ground .of voice, technique,
intelligence, temperament, and indus

try, is a young Tasmanian soprano,

Miss Lucy Atkins, who will accom-

pany the diva to Europe.
• * • ' •

“ALADDIN” “ BEAUTIES.”

Miss Lily Iris, who has arrived in
Melbourne to take up her engagement
with J. C- Williamson as principal boy
in “ Aladdin,” is a tall, statuesque
(beauty of the real fair English type,
writes my Melbourne correspondent.
Her photographs — even in “ The

Sketch,” which makes a specialty of

beauty studies—hardly do her justice,
for her colouring and her animation
alike refuse to be included in the li-
mitations of a sensitised plate. She

has an abundant supply of that “go”
and vivacity which is always such a

welcome concomitant to an attractive

stage personality, while her keenness
and enthusiasm is sufficiently vouched
for by the fact that within an hour of
landing she was up at the theatre
with Mr. Coventry busily . going
through her songs and talking over
her part. She has been on the stage
since she was twelve years old, be-

ginning as a dancer, and she was the

.first—even before Loie Fuller—to in-
troduce. the serpentine dance. In her

girlhood, the turn that she remem-

bers-with most interest is one—of two

years’ duration—with the late Johnny
Sheridan. Miss Iris has travelled

far, having visited South Africa,
South America, the whole of Europe,

Egypt, and every part of the British
Isles. Miss Clara Beck, who arrived
with Miss Iris for the principal girl
part in “ Aladdin,” is an excellent con-

trast to the latter. She is slighter and

darker, with a most engaging pi-
quancy of expression, a beautiful

svelte figure, and an abundance of

dark brown hair. She too, like Miss

Iris, was at work an hour or so after

landing. ’ *'

TAKING NO RISKS I .

Before he joined J. C, Williamson’s
new Comic Opera Company, Mr. Vic-

tor Prince was a member of a touring
company which visited amongst other

territory, the back-blocks of Victoria,
and of one town in particular he has

an amusing story to tell. The com-

pany were giving their premiere per-
formance in a new hall of which the

proprietor was exceedingly proud.
The entertainment progressed amid a

silence that was only broken by the
applause of one old woman who was

conspicuously seated in the front row.

Mr. Prince, who naturally: liked a little
encouragement to greet the efforts of

himself and his fellow members,

sought the proprietor and pointed out

that the only applause came from the

old lady aforementioned. “ Oh,” re-

marked the owner of the hall, “ don’t

take any notice of her. She’s mad.

No noise for me. There will be no

whistling and stamping of feet in my

new hall if I know it.” At another

hall, just as the conjurer of the com-

pany was in the act of balancing a

lighted lamp on a billiard cue, the

proprietor shouted out excitedly,
“ Here, none of that; this hall isn’t
insured.”

• • * •

A WONDEEFUL DANCER.

Mlle. De Dio, whose dancing at the

Sydney Tivoli is provoking so

much enthusiasm, is a small dark

(Frenchwoman, . with all the vi-

jvacity of her race. When,' de-

siring to go on the stage, she
realised that she could not sing
and did not know whether she could
act, a friend suggested that she should
dance. Thus she began as a child.
Her work is skirt dancing—" the most
beautiful of all,” she says. “ There
is step dancing, but that is not so at-
tractive; and shuffling clog dancing,
and even fancy stepping cannot bring,
out the beauty and grace of movement

as skirt dancing does. Mlle. De Dio
has danced all over Europe, and in
America and South Africa. Her in-

genious and effective art is of the
■kind associated with the name of Miss
Loie Fuller. According to Mr. Harry
Rickards, she is, in her own line, un-

rivalled in the world. She depends
for effect largely upon gorgeous com-

binations in light and colour, which

are worked most wonderfully. The

result is a bewildering series of illu-
sions. Miss De Dio is first an ex-

quisite butterfly flitting about from

flower to flower in a garden of inde-

scribable loveliness. Next we find

ourselves gazing upon an ocean bed,
whereon lies a glorious pearl; a diver
seizes it, and immediately the lady

emerges from the shell as the verit-

able spirit of the waters. In the final
scene thunder and lightning play a

prominent part, and amidst pillars
and sheets of flame De Dio dances un-

til at last she disappears. It is alto-

gether a most remarkable perform-
ance.

• • • •

THE BESSES O’ TH’ BARN BAND.

Hardly any band in the world has

such a record of triumphs as that

possessed by the Besses o’ th’ Barn
Band, which is touring South Africa,
with extraordinary success just now.

Away back in 1821, it gained its first

prize in the shape of a purse of silver
for its playing of a test piece “ God,
Save the King,” at a Manchester mu-

sical competition. Later on, in 1837,
it was presented with an ornamental

crown set with stones, etc., for its ex-

cellent rendering of “ Hail, Smiling
Morn,” at a competition at Farns-

worth, England. But it was not until
about 1878 that the combination be-

gan to annex prizes in a wholesale

way, and gradually established its pre-
eminence to such effect that it was a

for it to win prizes ag-

gregating over £2OO in value in any
one year. In 1884, for example, it
won trophies and other prizes to the
value of £213; in 1885 its prizes to-

talled £268; in 1886 £355; and so on,

until it won no less than £742 in

prizes, including every challenge cup
offered for competition in Great Brit-

ain during the year—a record of

which any band might well be proud,
but it forms only a small portion of
the full list of honours gained by the
“ Besses” since their inception as a

band. If that full list were printed,
with the details, it would occupy a

good half-page in a daily newspaper.
• * a •

MADAME CALVE.

Madame Emma Calve, who is to ap-

pear in Australia next year, has ever

been in extraordinary request in Lon-

don, where she is both personally and

professionally a warm favourite. Since
her first appearance in the world’s

greatest city on the 16th May, 1892,
when she created a furore with her

impersonation of Santuzza in “ Caval-

leria Rusticana,” she has been an al-

most annual visitor to London, and-

seems to gain fresh laurels with each
reappearance. As recently as June
last, she presented herself once more
before the enthusiastic London public
at the local Queen’s Hall, and such
was the character of her rendering of
such numbers as David’s “ Air du My-
soli” and the “ Habanera” from “ Car-
men,” that she was recalled again and
again. Indeed her reception was so

gratifying that it was resolved she
should give another concert at the

same place, prior to her departure for
Australia, and, accordingly, she sang
once again with brilliant effect on Fri-
day, 3rd December last. It might
be mentioned that Madame Calve re-

ceived a high fee for each of the above

appearances, and, as some indication
of what a high fee is, it may be fur-
ther mentioned that she received
£ 1000 for appearances at two fashion-
able “At Homes” in London in one

week.

MISS AMY CASTLES.

Miss Amy Castles, me brilliant

young Australian soprano, is now liv-

ing the life of a hard-working artiste,
and quite recently was giving as many
as five concerts a week. And in giv-
ing these concerts on ner Victorian

tour, the songstress frequently involv-
ed herself in an expenditure of time
in travelling along that would do cre-r
dit to a particularly strenuous com-
mercial traveller. Generally her daily
programme included a t rain journey
of three or four hours, and in most

cases, it also included two daily so-
cial functions given in her honour by
the people of the town where she
had chanced to appear. Almost in-
variably after arriving at the railway
station of the town where she was to
sing that night, she would be met by
a gathering of school children or by
some more formal body, and, after par-
ticipating in their hearty welcome,
iwould just have time to lunch at her
hotel before preparing to attend a re-

ception given in the afternoon. Usu-
ally a reception of that nature would
last until between four and five p.m.,
so that the singer would only have
about a couple of hours’ rest before
presenting herself on the concert plat-
form in the evening. After the con-

cert would come bed at 11 p.m. or

later, but bed was almost always ac-

companied by the prospect of having
to rise early on the following morning
in order to travel as before. Still,
with all this energetic existence, Miss

Castles had no difficulty in maintain-

ing her natural, amiable demeanour,
for she understands that she is now

suffering the rather pleasurable penal-
ties of being famous.

rp H E ■yjr uec A N

VULCAN LANE (two doors from

Queen-streetj.

LUNCHEON, TEA, GRILL AND
SUPPER ROOMS.

LADIES’ AFTERNOON TEA A

SPECIALTY.

PICNIC PARTIES CATERED FOR.

THE ONLY GRILL ROOM IN

AUCKLAND.

ASSEMBLY HALL?, ROTORUA.

•.••.tine Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

. Charges Moderate.

*or terms .and. full particular*, apply t«

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.
»r “Sporting and Dramatic Review*

Ofllce.

ROGERS’ ALBION HOTEL,

-. WANGANUI.
•. . J .......

Three minutes* walk from Wharf, Station
and Opera House.

Superior Accommodation to the
travelling public at a rate within reach

of all.

TARIFF FROM sb. 6d. PER DAY.

Loose Boxes for Racehorses,
excellent view. Largest selection of

Wines in Wanganui,
■peclal Accommodation for Professionals.

ROGERS* ALBION HOTEL,

WANGANUI.

P.O, Box 210 . . Telephone 434.

| The Mackville Gallery, f
« SLTO.==

-

•’

28, SackvilL-Street, London, W. Sk
A at Brussels, Paria-and Amsterdam. *

| DEALERS in §
I Oil and Water Color |
I Paintings s
$ By Old Masters such as Rubens,
A' Rembrandt, Wilkie, etc *

£ Auckland Branch:

J* 62, City Chambers, Queen Street, flj?

British temperance hotel

(under new management), Cumber-

land-st, Dunedin. Mrs. I. Thompson.
Proprietress. Excellent Accommoda-
tion for the Travelling Public. Terms
Moderate.

pRINCE JJOTEL,
ONEHUNGA.

WM. GEO. RAE
.....Proprietor.

Campbell and Ehren fried XXXX on

Draught.

W.G. will be pleased to welcome his
old friends as well as the new.

E N. D A M S,

BRITOMART HOTEL,

CORNER CUSTOM-STREET EAST

AND GORE-STREET.

AUCKLAND.

JNVERCARGILL,

MUNICIPAL rpHEATRE,

ONE OF THE FINEST AND MOST

UP-TO-DATE IN AUSTRALASIA.

gEATING OAPACITY, 1350,

Write for further particulars to

T. W. WALKER,
Town Cerk.

O K 0 JJ o T U L, O 1 O

ARTHUR MARTIN
- - Proprietor.

The Travelling1 Public will find every
Modern Convenience at this well-

known house!

BEST WINES AND SPIRITS ONLY
STOCKED.

RHEUMATISM
QUITE RIGHT! |

. The disease must be treated ■

through the blood, and the only I
remedy is that, good old medicine ■

BLAIR’S COUT PILLS!
They are pure, sure, and safe, and

have reh’eved and cured thousands.

Try them. They never fail.

All Stores sell them.

Prout & Co., 229 Strand

London, England.

(THE OLD ESTABLISHED

BAY HOUSE, WHANGA-

PAROA.

Beautiful sandy beach, native: bush,

lovely view, fishing, boating, bathing,
tennis; landed at wharf; plentiful supply
of spring water.

Terms: Adults per week, 22s 6d, per
day, 4s; children under 12, 10s 8d; horse
hire 3s half day, 5s per day. Book with
Northern S.S. Co.

MRS. GEORGE ARKLE.

“ Arkle Bay House” (private mall bag).

THE CLUB HOTEL.
PALMEMTOJT XOBTH.

Stands on two Acres of Land; fronts®*•
165 feet; promenade balcony; contains,
50 bedrooms, and private sittingrooms
and 12 Sample Rooms. The
house for the Associaton of N.Z. and
Australian Commercial Travellers.

H.B. TUCKER,
Proprietor and Owner.

“HAZEL BANK,”
ST. CLAIR.

5 minutes from St. Clair Beach.

Corner Allandale Road.

Close to Golf Links and.Tram.

Private Boarding Establishment.
Terms Seasonable.

MRS. G. BROOK,
’Phone 790. Proprietress.

[A CARD.]

J. R. LUNDON,

BABRISTIR AND SOLICITOR.

Nos. 19 and 20,

COOMBES! ARCADE,

Queen Street. Auckland- <*
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