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— ments so that the same pictures are

"~ shoewn nightly at both theatres.
pictures_ demcted npon. the sheet are
a first-class series, but the turn of Le-
varto, a juggler of no mean order, is
perhaps the best. ftem. on the pro-
gramme. ‘To-morrow (Friddy) even-
fng the management -are holding -a
ballad-singing . .competition - .for ladies,
and this should prove a great draw.
A change of programme will be made
on Saturday, when the usual matinee
wr]I be held.

WAHDBOBE MYS'I‘ERI ES.

BEH’IND THE SCENES W[TH THE
POLLARDS

To the- ordinary - theatre-goer who
watches the production of a play, it Is
only the tout ensemble that troubles
him at all. If the- dressing and ef-
fects please his eye as a whole, that
1s all he cares for, and he doesn't
bother twopence how much . careful
p1ecing it takes to make an harmo-
nious whole. But to one who is per-
mitted a peep behind the scenes, a
‘different aspect unfolds itself, as was
revealed to a representative of this
Journa.l the other morning.

Wending her way down to the lower
regions of His Majesty's Theatre, by
the courtesy of Mr. Fred. Duval (the
touring manager), the writer thought
she had fallen upon a dressmaker's
establishment. No less than 'six sew-

. ing machines were in busy operation
“under the hands of as many skilful
= man!pulators, while numbers: ‘of "the
“pollard  girls were waiting their turn
“4809%e ﬁtted Soft &ilks, sheeny s#t-
iHE® rich velvet in all shades, filmy
Iacgs ‘and Oriental braids, were in
profuse abhundance, ready to be con-
verted into handsome dresses. For

o Olivette" Was in course of rehearsal,’

Yin v—xew of ‘{ts 'production for the first
“time by ‘the, Poltards ‘on’ Saturday. So
“averybody — sempstresses. wardrobe
‘mistress and gll‘ls-—-—had to bestir them.
se}_ves Tt, 1s no tht matter” prepar—
ing for 4 .1iéw play, as the “ Review"”
representa.tive could see. First of
_all, Pollard designs’ the dresses,
and. conveys his  plansg - io the ‘ward-
robe mistress (Mrs. Aldouns, the
" mother of those clever Tittle dancers),
‘and her capable assistant, (Miss Mec-
Donald). ‘These ‘.ladles are entrusted
'with the work of buying “No easy
“matter, eifther,” they both remarked,
“but’ Mr. Pollard ‘knows what he
“wants. He glves us.a free hand and
lets s usge our own discrimination.
We have had a very busy week, and
_ it’s nothing but sewing and fitting now
till . Saturday, But every one of us,
. 0ld and young, is handy with  the
needle.” The dresses for the prin-
cipals are being made at Smith. and
Caughey’s. “They made most of the
dresses , for *
Aldous, “and we can depend on them
being  just right.” The. third act In
“ Olivette” largely brmgs in sailor

boys and girls, the dresses for which °

are helng made in Christchurch, the
same lady having made the twenty

pages’ suits which were so much ad-.
"It's funny. to"
see them getting Into thelr pages’ uni’
Half-a- v
dozen or more of them stand in a TOW
They"
haven’t any -time to waste, you know.”;

The Iadiez of the wardrobe had just’
eompleted their purchase of ten velvet - ~

mired in “ Manola.”

forms,” said Mrs. . Aldous.

and lace up.each other’'s coats.

dresses for court purposes in the first
act, purple, old gold,
champagne, .

ing and effectiye,; ., One :dress thaf;
was half-finished Wwis of c¢iimson vel:
vet, semi-tralned with front panels og
white satin, polnted bodiceé” ard hig
Medict collar. “ Olivette” calls ‘for!
Kandsome costuming, and Mr. Pollard
is sparing neither trouble or expense
to carry it out. 'The girls all get
fitted. for their own, particular dress,
and their name is affixed to it. so that
no time 1s wasted looking for their
own, which means something when a
whole group is attired allke.

Clothes seemed to strike the writer
like the proverbial Six® Hundred.
Clothes to the right and clothes to the
left, hanging up everywhere in cos-
mopolitan array; the peasant’s dress
gide. by slde with the queen’s, the
page’s fraternising with the courtler;
quaker and ballet girl, soldiler and
gailor, from oné end of the hemisphere
to the other, all were walting to run
the gauptlet of the wardrobe ladies’
alert eye and nimble needle, for “The
- 1ste of Bong Bong” was to be played
the next evening, and all clothing was
called out for inspection. Fresh lace
to be sewn In, rents to be mended,
and everything renewed to its pris-
tine freslinegs. ’¢Yes, there’s plenty
to be done,” said Mrs. Aldous, as the
yopresentative expresséd the opinion
that there was more in it than met
the eye, 1t will take us all the aften
noofi . prégsing the;things., But don't

forget. to gee .. e}wm 7y Everything

. nvill be quite new.”

The

tomato red,4
and gréen;: two of eac}}.
shade, which should look very strik—-

-Greé,n'rdom' ~ Gossip.

By “ Footl‘lghts "

BENGOUGH ENTERTAINMENTS.
.Mr. Bengough, the. Canadian -humor-
ist. and caricaturist, coneluded his
New Zealand season in Aueckland on
Monday evening, when he delighted =
large audience .with his clever
slketches and entertaining stone‘1
AN ENTERTAINMENT IN ;EI:IMSEI.J:".
Referring to George Dean. vocal co-
median and entértainer, now appear-
ing at the Natiohal Amphitheatre,
Sydney, the * Newsletter” says he is
the light singing comedian, par ex-
cellence, of the variety qtage He is

. never. vulgar, .is. always in Kkey, and is

3

unerring in his choice of songs, ‘which
are interpreted. with’ a voice of “good
range and quality, and. to which ars
given an added significance by. appro-
priate gestures and  facial K changes..
U RO - . N ]

THE JESTERS. :

Following on .the sueccess of f(he
“ Qearlet  Troubadours) comes a ‘simi-

‘Bong PBoeng,”"” said Mrs. . -

SCENES FROM

lar company under Mr. Edward Brans-
combe’s direction, with the title of
“The Jesters.”. They open their sea-
‘son at * Arcadia,” St. Kildd Esplan-,
ade, Melbourne, on Saturday, October
30. Amongst the artists are Miss
Lily Fitzgerald, Miss Violet Silvester,
Mr. Percy Denton, and Mr. Howard
Hall. all of whom are well known In
connection with the T. 'C. Williamson
enterpnses : : -."
- . -

SHAKESPERE mmonnn

TREATRE. -

A cable from- London states that an
enthusiastie meeting, arranged by the
Shakespere Memorial Committee, was
held in the Mansion House on Satur-
day, when it was decided to appeal to
the nation for half a million sterling
for the purpose of founding a national
theatre. Of the total, £100,000 will
he devoted to the purchase of a site,
" £150,000 to' the erection. of a build-
ing, and the rema.imng quarter of a
million will remain as’'an endowment,

" * - ] :
AR CLEAR AS DAYI-IGHT

"% One of the simplest things to re-
present on the stage, one would think,
is daylight,” says an “{talian named
JFortuny, in the * Theatre Zletung,”
“and still its accomplishment hag al-
ways bafled stage: “managers our
"daylight "does” ot ™" comeds ficth one

S N R B
pomt but flom all directions, and thls .
light, as from the sky, is what has not -

yet been produced.. The difficulties,
however, have been overcome, and
on the stage of the new Royal Opera
House at Berlin the stage dayllght of
my invention will be seeh ‘when the
house is completed. The effect’ is
produced by eleétrie light, mirrers,
prisms, and silk cloths of various col-
ours, through which the light is made
to stream.”
- * * *

A RUSH FOR PLACES.

William Anderson’s recent _adver-
tisement for applications for positions
in his “ Babes in the Woods"™ panto-
mime chorus resulted in about 2500
letters Deing received, with photos
enclosed.

x* £ »* x*

FROM THE RUNGS.

. Miss ‘Lottie Sargent, of “ The King
of Cadonia’ Company (which opens
here.in. December), began her stage
career as a ‘‘ blue devil” in Sir Henry
‘Irving's .production of Faust" ‘at’ the
London Lyceum Theatre. - She was a

little tot at the time, and her “salary”
‘was stated at 10s a week, but she ac-
tually got 158, as she wds given'the
'additlonal rwork of lea.dmﬂ' on a bevy

“A' BACHELOR'S HONEYMOON.”

~of children in one of the scenes. Miss
Bllen Terry thought she looked a de-

. licate child, and used to dose her with

cod-liver. oll, and she grimaces still at
the remembrance, All the.same, she
believes - this ‘homely tonic built up
her splendid comstitution,” for to-day
she is strong, and such is her store of
"vitality that she has never known 'it
give out. . During the time she was
one of Itving's children,' Miss Sargent
attended - school “daily, her grand-
meother, with whom. she was brought
up, having firmly stipulated that - her
engagement at the theatre was not to
interfere in any way w1th her eduea-
tion. ) i
* * * L A
CREATING A PICTURE ! ’
The series of abductions of the chil-
dren of- wealthy parents have aroused
the American public to such a state of
suspicion that some awkward results
are being - experienced by people
whose -relations - with.  children gre
quite innocent of fraudulent intent.
Liate on April 28th a: cinematogmph
firm; anxious to meet the topical in-
terest of abductions by presenting a
fllm- of moving plctures on the music
halls, elaborately arranged for an ab-
duction scene to be carried put under
thefr photographic instruments close

. .t0 the. railway in New Jersey. Every-

thing was going well whef gome rail-

‘happened

- are- told,

“world,” said Mr. Williamson,

'A SPORTING :DR.A.MA

way gangers came along the line on a

trolly, and seeing a girl being dragged =

from a carriage by three men. they
jumped to the conclusion that they
on andther ' sensational
blackmaillng enterprise.- Leaping - off

_their trolly, they -rushed-to: the assist-
“ance. of the supposed distressed dam-

sel, armed with - pickaxes, and laid.

about-them with such goodwill that all
-the cinematograph. operators concern-
.ed have had to go mto hospltal for

repexrs ) ‘
- » ‘= ]
xnp-r IN THE DARE. )
“ Aladdin,” the pantomime for this
Christmas, has been receiving atten-

tlon off and on ever since * sack and

JilI” was completed. The big effects
have all been decided upon, and the.
mechanical department of the J. C.
Williamson workshops are how:busy
with them. ~ It has been arranged, we
"t0 ‘keep everything secret
and make-the enjoyment of the: first

" night performance all the more keen

by the audience being entirely in-the

dark as to what will come next;
* * -’ *

AN ECHO OF DEURY LANE.

Mr. J. C. Williamson, during . his
visit Home, arranged with Mr. Arthur
Colling, of Drury I.ane Theatre, that
as soon- as they [(Willlamson Co.)
have completed their present fixtures
in the way of pantomime, they are to

. bring:out one of his Drury Lane.pan-

tomimes. “It-is one of the most mag-
nificent prodnctions of its kind in the
‘“and we
are bringing out all the ‘scenery, cos-
tumes, and anpointments complete
from Drury Lane.” “Whilst at Milan
‘he listened to a large ‘number ‘of
voices,
engaged several for ap important mu-
sical  venture which will shortly - be
miade. This will inclitde the produe-
tion in English of “"Madame- Butter-
ﬂy” and Lo Boheme S .

» - .

“fllliam Anderson’s latest dra.matle

purchase ig a new-and original sport-

‘ifig drama, entitled, * The Chance -of
a Lifetime.” The play is by Nat

. Gould, the celebrated sporting wnter.

and’ another
Gerald. Mr.

‘ex-Australian, - Frank
- Anderson was . very

) miuch struck with the play when Mr.

Gould read it, and purchased it with-
out waiting to see the ﬁrst produo-
tion in- London oL
£ d » .‘

SEGUBED TEE 01"1'!01!‘.

In addition .to ' -securing Walter
Howard’s ~famous romantic drama,
“The Prince and the Beggar Malid,”

. William Anderson has. (writes a Mel-
“bourne correspondent) arranged rwith

the well-known author for an option’
on all his new plays. At the presént
time Walter Howard 'is the leading
romantic-sensationed dramatist ~in
England and he - has several com-
panies touring the Old Country with
his pIays g

PERSON’AL.

Mr. G. H. Homan- Barnes who Tor
many: years. was on .the. mans, erial
staff of Messrs: Qlarke, Meynell and |
Gunn, has jolned Messrs.” J. and 'N.

- Tait, the wellknown amusement ca-.

terers. .
. T, m »* e
THE WILLIAMSON comms :
At latest advices the Royal Comie.
Opera Company was prep}armg .to pre-
sent ''The Lady Dandies;” a piece en-
tirely new to ‘Melbgurne. playgoers, at
Hig . Majesty's: - The revival of ' The
Merry Widow”' s . also t.a.king place.
The cast for the latter plece, which
follows “The Catch ‘gf the Season,” is
an interesting ome. This time Miss
Florence Young will be the Marso-
vian heiress and Miss Fanny Dango
will also appear as Fi-Fi, that part
having been specially recast for her.
Of course Mr. Andrew Higeginson will
take Danile and Mr. Victor Gouriet
will be Popoff.- The production will
also give Mr. Claude Bantock the op-
portunity to reappear after his four
months' absence in his old part of the
Marquis de Cascada. The new.comle
opera company i{s engaged in a revival
of “ The .Belle of New York” at His
Majesty’s Theatre, Sydney, and “The

 Country Qir]” Is now In rehearsal

under the direction of ‘Mr. -Henry
Bracy, who was responsible for the
original production. Miss Nellie
Stewart has concluded a very success-
ful season In Brisbane, and opens.at
the Melbourne Princess’ Theatre to-
morrow (Friday) - night. * Sweet
Kitty Bellairs” and ‘‘ Sweet Nell of
Old Drury,” which are being revived, -
will he followed by Zaza.” The “Jack .
and Ji11” Company, now in Perth, re-
turns to Melbourne shortly to. enter
upon the rehearsal of the new panto-
mime ** Aladdin » . .

 J - - -
n:!:A'.I.'z OF MR. JOHN GUNN.

-.John Qunn, of Meynell : and

' Gunn theatrical managers;, died sud-

denly at Sydney on Wednesday, from
pneumonia, .. 'Fhe late Mr. Gunn was

8. comparatively young man, belng on

-

from which he gelected and -



