
“No-License”' Conventions are be-

ing held air over the country. That

he.d at Foxton on Thursday of la<t

week, resblved that hygiene and scien-

tific temperance instruction should be
made a compulsory subject in the

primary schools from S andard 111. up-

wards; that the alliance executive be

urged to give earnest consideration

to the best methods of securing tem-

perance instruction in schools; that

the convention expresses pleasure in

reference to organisation work done

prior to the last licensing poil. At a

public meeting held subsequently fur-

ther resolutions were carried. It was

resolved: ” Taat in the opinion of

this meeting the tower oL Dominion

option in relation to the granting of

liquor licenses should Le enacted with-

out de.ay.” “ That every issue on the

licensing question, local and Domin-

ion, be determined by the majority of

those who vote, and that this meeting

appeals to the Government and Parlia-

ment to secure the ear.y enactment

of those popular rights.” A resolu-

tion was also passed condemning the

action of the chairman of the Tau

marunui Licensing Committee in giv-

ing his deliberate and casting vote in

favour of wholesale licenses in xhe

King Coun.ry, thus viclating a solemn

■compa.t between the Government and

the Maori people, and also urging the

Government to bring the matter before

the Supreme Court with a view to

■quashing the license-s granted.

WHY IT IS UPPLSKD.

A PROHIBITION QUESTION
ANS vVERED.

An American paper, Detroit

“Truth,” has the lo.iowing:—
One of the favorite arguments o.

the prohibitioniots, anu wnich they

triumphantly bring lur.n as uuas-

swerabie, rs the Vvliy the liquor
men oppose prohibition it it uoes not

prohibit?”
Notwithstanding the conndence ot

the prohibitionists in this argument,
a little reflection can reauuy retute

it, and demonstrate that the position
of the liquor men is entirely logical.

Even though prohibition fails to

prohibit, by its very nature it casts

the imputation of illegality on the

methods of trade that spring up in

its wake and drives the business into

hands that will adapt themselves to

this illegitimate trade. The liquor

men, while they could make as much,
if not more, gain than before, natur-

ally do not wish to see their business

under a ban, and re.egated into the

hands of those who are not subjected
to regulation or restriction.

As citizens of the community in
which they no business, they do not

believe in introducing an element that
will disrupt society and tend to de-

moralisation, on the one hand, and to

espionage and persecution on the

other. They see the manifold evils

that ensue where prohibition is at-

tempted, and oppose it on the gen-
eral ground of the public good, as well

as on the ground of interference with

their business, which, from being le-

gitimate, is stamped with illegitimacy
under the new regime of prohibition.

It is weil known, also, that the

quality of the liquors vended deterio-
rate under prohibition, while the

quantity rather increases than other-

wise, and aiso the use of deleterious

drugs increases, so that the last state
of the community is infinitely worse
than the first.

All these considerations and many
others equally potent influence the
liquor men to oppose the introduction
of a system which seeks to substitute

a legitimate and regulated traffic, by
abandoning all regulation and relying
on the fiat of a bare majority to alter
tastes and habits of a lifetime. They
can make even more money under
prohibition, but prefer to do business
under the aegis of legitimacy.—
“ Truth,” Detroit.

WHAT STATISTICS PROVE.

A SOUTH AFRICAN OBJECT-
LESSON.

“ You can prove anything from
statistics” is a common enough re-

mark, and judging from a blue book
recently issued it would also appear

(says the Capetown correspondent of
the London “ Licensed Victuallers'
Gazette and Hotel Courier”) that you

can prove anything from the reports
of our Resident Magistrates. Sundry
men and sundry newspapers have
been drawing conflicting conclusions
from some reports on the liquor trade,
licensed and otherwise, but one thing
only do these reports prove, as I will
proceed to state after a few brief ex-

tracts from the reports themselves on

the working of the very stringent re-

gulations as to the supply of liquor
to natives, the natives that are na-

tives, and not the coloured individu-

als with a glaze of civilisation whom

we term
” Cape Boys.”

In the Ade.aide district, says the re-

ton, the nines Liquor Act is not in

lune, but in .190 7 only 15 cases of

drunkenness were tried and 33 in

190 8, which number cannot be taken

as excessive considering the number

of naives who visit the town. The

xiamber of cases of Kaffir beer-mak-

ing was 22 in 190 7 and 16 in 1908.

in Albany the Act is in force,
and is sta.ed to be working satisfac-

tori.y. In Aliwal North there are

restrictions, and very few cases of

drunkenness have occurred. In Bed-

ford there were only 12 cases last

year, but as all convictions refer to

drunkenness in public places, the R.M.

draws no conclusions as to whether
drunkenness is increasing or decreas-

ing, for he considers that the illicit

manufacture of beer from prickly
pears and from honey goes on to a

considerable extent. Drunkenness has

decreased, but this the magistrates
put uown to lack of money as much

as to stringent regulations. Consider-
able facilities are afforded in neigh-

bouring districts, liquor is thus im-

ported ircm ou side and brought into

ihe awe lings, but without resulting
in serious crimes. At East London

the licensed houses are reported on

as well-conducted, and no complaints
have been made by the public as to

illicit sales. At Glen Grey the great
trouble complained of is that natives

who are not registered voters liq-
uor through the intermediary of those

that have tne franchise. At Hay, where

the LLeming Court has not imposed
the restrictions on the sale to natives,
“

strange to say,” says the K.M.,
“ there has been little or no drunken-

ness, and crime has decreased. ’ At

Herschel there is much i.licit deal-

ing, anj. it i_- likely to continue; regis-
tered voters can get as much liquor
as they like, and do get it in rnrge

quantities, piobably disposing of part
of it to those who have not the privi-

lege of being voters. At Jansenville

the restrictions have resulted in very

little drunkenness amongst natives,
and similar reports come from o her

isolated districts; in other places
larger and more accessible the re-

verse seems to be the case; in Queens-
town, for example, no less than 223

natives were convicted for making or

possessing Kaffir beer, but this num-

ber was a substantial decrease from

former years. In Stellenbosch, a

grape district, drunkenness and riol-

ous behaviour is common amongst
the natives who are not dependent
on the trader for their supply. At

Uitenhag* th* restrictions have not

had any good effect, for the registered
voter gets the suddlv for himself and

friends, and there is an increase in

the illicit brewing of Kaffir beer,
Dante, and honey beer. More ex-

tracts might be given, although this

particular blue book by no means ex-

hausts the whole of the Colony, but

one definite conc.usion, and one only,
can be drawn. That is, the native

bent on a drink will get it or will

make it, honestly if he can, but get
it somehow. And even in the wine

districts, where he can beg, borrow

or steal liquor, restrictions on the

sale of it have made the native no

better if no worse. The conclusion

that the representatives of the wine

farmers will inevitably draw from

these reports will be that the natives

should be allowed to obtain the pro-

duce of their vines in moderation and

under proper regulations. Their case

is a strong one unless their opponents
are prepared to say that the illicit

productions are more wholesome than

the genuine grape-juice.

“ THE STATE A SLEEPING

PARTNER.”

Whether the Government like the

term or not, there is no getting over

the fact (says “The Licensed Victual-

lers’ Gazette ”) that the Trade is al-

ready a sleeping partner in the li-
censed trade. What the Chancellor

of the Exchequer wants to do is to

take all the profits. He is reminded
that through the Trade considerably
over a quarter of the total Exchequer
receipts from tax revenue is derived.

Taking two large London breweries,
the London Brewers’ Association
shows to what extent the State de-
rives revenue through them. These
two breweries paid to their debenture,
preference, and ordinary shareholders
last year the sum of £264,939; they
paid in duties to the State £507,000.
The proposals of the Finance Bill

will increase the share taken by the

State by another £lOO,OOO. In the
Times of June 15th the Chancellor

of the Exchequer, speaking to an Irish

deputation, is reported as having said

that “ the monopoly value of English
public-houses had gone up enormously
during the last few years.” The As-
sociation points out that this is a seri-

ous misapprehension, and they say
“ there can be no question that the
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ALL BLACK WHISKY.

We can recommend with every con-

fidence. ALL BLACK Whisky
being the best matured Scotch Whisky
ever imported into the Dominion.

V. f\. V. PUNCH.
The best TONIC and PICK-ME-UP.
Mixes with Milk, Spirits, or Beer. j

CURES INDIGESTION.

OBTAINABLE AT ALL HOTELS.
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rete tank’ sheep dip and yard. Thno^inion^BMffidn^l*2!*™**
from Creamery. Must sell; owner leaving Dominion. BMfain, 10b p-»

acre. Terms/ Write for particulars. Noto Address.

The People’s Agency, Cargill Road, South Dunedin.

THE STRATFORD HOTEL,
STRATFORD.

THOS. LAWLESS ....
Proprietor.

The Best-appointed Hotel in the District
Commodious Sample Rooms.

Wines and Spirits only best procurable.
Speight’s XXX Dunedin Beer always on

draught Telegrams promptly attended
to. Competent Chef in charge of Cuisine.

Telephone No. 31. P.O. Box No. 31.

HOTELS FOR SALE.

6% Years’ Lease; rent, £8; trade, £125.

Price, £5OOO. 26
5 Years’ Lease; rent, £7; trade, £6B.

Price, £2700. 17

6 Years’ Lease; rent, £7; trade, £6O.
Price, £3400. 23

5 Years’ Lease; rent, £2 10s; trade,
£25. Price, £7OO. 43

4% Years’ Lease; rent, £l3; trade,
£l5O. Price, £3500. 19

8% Years’ Lease; rent, £10; trade,
£l5O. Price, £5200. 52

3% Years’ Lease; rent, £2 10s; trade,
£45. Price, £lO5O. 31

3% Years’ Lease; rent, £l2 10s; trade,
£l6O. Price, £4OOO. 18

3 Years’ Lease; rent, £5; trade, £5O.
Price, £2OOO. 15

3% Years’ Lease; rent, £3; trade, £25.
Price, £lOOO. 32

2% Years’ Lease; rent, £4 10s; trade,
£7O. Price, £l6OO. 14

3 Years’ Lease; rent, £3 10s; trade.
£4O. Price, £lOOO. 80
Inspection Invited. Over 40 to Choose

From.

JAMES gPIERS JpREKMAN,
DANNEVIRKE, H.B.

•pjABONIC HOTEL, OPOTOKI.

Wines. Spirits. Ales and Cigars of the
Best Brands only. Table a Specialty.
Every attention. Speight’s XXX always
on draught. Commercial Sample Room.
The Leading Commercial Hotel Bay of
Plenty. Excellent Accommodation for
Tourists, Travellers and Visitors. Tele-
graphic Address: “ Minn," Opotiki.

«. If. MANN Proprietor

THORNES
i WHISKY
holdstheMedal

(I C/tU° LIM,TED °I
V SJILLERSQ/

i Vlctforiozzs
everywhere
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