
advance, the commander of the Ameri-

cans being Lieut.-General Adna R.

Chaffee. The finest artillery horses

in the Philippines were sent along to

pull the field guns, and of course one

of those horses was old Putnam.
Putnam shared in every one of the

engagements in which the allied

forces participated, and long before

Pekin was relieved he was the best

known horse that ever trod Chinese

soil.

When the allied forces arrived in

sight of Pekin, the old Yale horse,
with another horse, known as Corre-

gidor. was pulling the first of the

American light field guns. The Ame-

rican artillerymen had orders to take

a position on a hill overlooking Pe-

king, and the gun that Peking and

Corregidor were pulling was the first

that was ordered into position. Just

as they had started up the hill the

traces behind Corregidor broke, and

the artillerymen were in a quandary,
when one of the gunners shouted:

“ Cut Corregidor loose and let Pe-

king pull it up by himself.”

There was an answering yell of

approval, and a moment later, strain-

ing every muscle, Peking started up

Cat hill, and the soldiers tell to this

day how he arrived there in time for

the American gun to open fire first

on the troubled city. Since that time
Peking has had but one name, Old

Faithful, and under this he has been

ordered retired by the War Depart-
ment.

After the Chinese problem was

solved. Peking went back to his old

regiment in the Philippines, where he

has since served on duty every day
until a few weeks ago. Under the

American laws no horse can be

brought back to the United States

from the Philippines on account of

certain diseases they are subject to

on the islands, which might infect the

animals at home.

Col. Brown did not want Old Faith-
ful sold to the Manila cart peddlers,
and he recommended to General Per-

shing, the department commnader,
that the long and splendid services of
Old Faithful entitled him to an old

age of peace and comfort at the ex-

pense of the United States Govern-
ment. General Pershing agreed with

him, and so did General Weston, the
commander in chief in the Philip-
pines. Now the Secretary of War has

acquiesced, and from now till the end

of his life Old Faithful will be cared

for by the Government he has served
so long and well.

NOTES.

Wellcast, who won the Otamatea

Cup on Friday, is an aged chestnut
gelding by Castor from Lady Welling-
ton, and formerly raced in Auckland
in the coours of “ Mr. J. Nelson.”

* * *

The Ngaruawahia Club’s Annual

meeting will take place on the 29th
inst. a fact which will prevent many
Auckland sportsmen from attending
as they will be engaged at Takapuna.

♦ * ♦ *

A great riding performance was

accomplished by George Stewart at

the Merriwan (N.S.W.) races the
other day. There were six races and
he won five and dead heated in the

sixth for first place.
* * • •

I am pleased to see that the Mana-
watu Club is joining the Wanganui
Club in the movement in favour of

stipendary stewards, as also is the
Taranaki Club. It looks as if the

Racing Conference will be compelled
to act in the matter this year instead
of adopting the usual policy of post-
ponement.

* * * *

Flingot, the peculiarly named brown

gelding by Musketry from Lady Isa-

bel, managed to pull off the Trent-

ham Welter yesterday. It was only
after a desperate battle with Osiris.

(San Fran-Ismene) who suffered de-

feat by a short head.
* * * *

The Foxton Racing Club’s Annual

meeting will take place on Friday
and Saturday .

* * ♦ *

It is understood that with his vic-

tory on Bobrikoff, in the Auckland
Plate. F. Davis closed his career as a

jockey, and that he will in future de-

vote his energies entirely to training.
• * ♦ ♦

Evidently there is not a great deal

of money in racing in Ireland. Dur-

ing the past year horses owned by Mr.
J. C. Lyons won 30 races, but though
that gentleman topped the list of win-

ning owners, he only had £1974 to his

credit, or an average of slightly over

,<65 for each success.

Present indications point to New

Zealand being strongly in evidence at

the autumn meetings in Australia this

year. Mr. G. F. Moore’s pair, Signor
and Carissima, were shipped last

veek, and others that may make the

trip include Bobrikoff. Downfall, Pen-

ates, Ikon and Artillerie.

Among the horses which were to go

up for sale at Newmarket last month

were Bill of Portland, Merman, Scarpia
(Lite F.J.A.) and Nightfall.

Mr. P. A. Connolly has now won the

Perth Cup five years in succession,
with Blue Spec (1904), Czarovitch

(1905), May King (1906). Post Town

(1907), and Scorcher (1908).

Hastings, by Spendthrift, out of im-

ported Cinderella, a mare bred by Sir

William Trockmorton, by Blue Ruin or

Tomahawk) foaled to Tomahawk’s

time), is now at the head of the list

of winning stallions in the United

States, his stock having won this sea-

son 69 races of the total value of

nearly £26 000. The dam of Hastings
was sold by auction at Tattersail’s in

England for about 21 guineas.

G. Stern tops the winning jockeys’
list for the past season in France with

142 wins on 556 mounts; C. Hobbs and

C. Childs tied for second place, each

having ridden 84 winners. Perth is

at the head of winning sires with

£43,030, and North East heads the list

of winning horses with £15,060.

The well-known ex-jockey Walter

Kempton Cannon, of Newmarket (Eng-
land). was recently fined £7 for driv-

ing a motor car at, so the police al-

leged, 30 miles an hour. In answer

to the charge, defendant asserted, how-

ever. that the highest rate of speed

at which he was travelling was 18

miles, and that he slowed down to 10

miles an hour when encountering traf-

fic. He further argued that, having
ridden winners of most of the long-
d;stance races, his judgment of pace
should at least be equal to that of the

prosecuting constable. The magi-
strate, however, evidently thought
otherwise.

Mr. Bidwill’s crack colt Expansion
was defeated in the Nursery Handicap
at Trentham yesterday, the winner

turning up in Theodore, with Xylo-
phone in second place and Expansion
third. As Theodore ran the four fur-

longs in 49 l-ssec. without being press-
ed at the finish, he must be smart.

Merrie Zealand, a six-year-old brown

gelding by Merrie England from Zea-

landia, won the Anniversary Handicap
at Trentham yesterday. He carried
Bst 61b, and cut the mile out in the
slow time of lm. 445. Kurawaka
(San Fran—Maude) and Prism (Step-
niak—Rainbow) filling the places.

That smart bay filly Gipsy Belle won

the Electric Handicap yesterday at

the W.R.C. meeting. The three-year-
old daughter of Stepniak and Belle

Clair carried 9st 51b and romped
home ahead of Flitaway and Serenade.
Gipsy Belle is in the Stakes, to be run

to-morrow.

The death is reported from Perth of

Dr. Cortis, a very prominent sports-
man in Australia a decade or more ago.

Messrs. Von Wermberg head the

list of winning owners in Germany
this season, with £36,320, the Royal
Graditz Stud comes second with
£29,786. and Freiherr E. Von Oppen-
heim is third with £12,949.

Tte Stepniak—Leda horse Landwern
broke one of his legs when exercising
at Trentham last week, and had to be

destroyed.

It is reported from Wanganui that

Maniapoto will be put into work again
as his legs look sound enough to stand
another preparation.

* * * *

Handicaps for the Gisborne Racing
Club’s meeting have been declared by
Mr. Chadwick, and will be found in
another column.

During last season the Australian

jockey, F. Bullock, rode for the Ger-

man Imperial Stud, the property of

the Kaiser. He received a salary of

£lOOO a year, with a percentage of

the stakes. Horses ridden by Bullock

won considerably over £20,000 in

prize-money. Bullock is now in Perth

on his way back to Victoria. He ex-

pects to win the German Derby this

year. Galtee More and Ard Patrick

are at the Kaiser’s stud, and the pro-

geny of the latter are showing excel-

lent form. In the course of an inter-

view at Perth, Bullock stated that

Australian jockeys are highly thought
of in Germany.

Mr. Casey, the contractor for the

new stand at Ellerslie, is pushing
ahead with the work, and it should
be quite ready by the time me Easter

meeting rolls round.

It is reported that Mr. W. E. Bid-

will intends taking Provocation, Tribu-
lation and Expansion to Sydney in the

spring. If so the team should be a

strong one.

The famous American pacer Dan

Patch has now paced 71 single miles,
and has the extraordinary average of

lm. 59%sec. per mile. He must be a

wonder.

Matters have been very quiet in local

turf circles lately, but the coming
meeting at Takapuna will have the ef-

fect of livening matters up, and it is

being looked forward to by racing
men with interest.

Mr. George Currie, of Wanganui, is

sending four of his yearlings by Field

Battery to the Sydney bloodstock sales

h;:d at Easter. The youngsters are

very highly spoken of.

Grafton is at the head of the list of

winning sires in Australia, 53 of his

progeny having won 89 races of the
value of £15,920. Positano is in sec-

ond place with £12,665.

The Wellington R.C. Meeting will

be continued to-morrow and conclud-
ed on Saturday.

Poesidon and Mountain King have

resumed work at Randwick. These

two will be hard nuts to crack for

Bobrikoff and Signor.

Mr. C. OConnor is to do the starting
at Wanganui Seemingly all the clubs

have caught on to the fact that as a

despatch expert Charlie has no supe-
rior.

In his recent publication, “ Horses

of the British Empire,’ Mr. Humphrey
de Trafford says, among other things
eulogistic of Persimmon: “ A Royal
Emperor fed a favourite with gilded
oats out of a golden manger, but in
all ancient or modern history no such

sum has ever been offered for a horse

as 100.000 sovs., yet that is the price
King Edward VII. of England refused

fo’r Persimmon.”

The Australian-bred Merman has

been sold privately to Count Lehn-

dorff, of Germany, whither he will be

taken to mate with half-bred mares.

The pony meetings at Miramar are

distinctly on the up grade (says a

Wellington paper), and in the opinion
of most people have come to stay,

provided always there is no relaxation

of vigilance.

The holiday meetings field at Rand-

wick. Flemington and Caulfield were

noted for strange results, says the

“Australasian.” Sporting journalists
who have to try and select winners

have never had a worse time. In Mel-

bourne especially it was next door

to impossible to pick winners, but at

Randwick, although both Cups went

to long price chances, some of the

minor events fell to favourites. For-

tunately, there is no reason to sup-

pose that any of the in and out run-

ning in Melbourne was the result of

chicanery, or anything of that sort.

We did not hear it suggested that

the running of any horse called for

inquiry, and not a single inquiry was

held. It was just a case of a number

of indifferent horses beating and

being beaten in turn. These things
will happen in racing. It is part of

the game, and, when all is said and

done, racing is not nearly so uncer-

tain as cricket. Victoria was

beaten in Adelaide by South Austra-

lia; New South Wales defeated South
Australia by an innings and several

hundreds of runs, and then Victoria

beat New South Wales by an innings!
There is no doubt about all cricketers

being triers, and we must not growl
if at times horses fail to do just what

is expected of them. It is galling to

have one’s anticipations upset, but

catastrophes of this kind will happen.
We remember the late Dicker Hamil-

ton “ruthlessly eliminating” The

Assyrian, Stockwell and Gudarz from

his calculations on the afternoon be-

fore the Melbourne Cup of 1882. Next

day they ran first, second, and third.

The illustration of the little ma-

chine horse clipper on page 4 of this

issue is worthy of the closest atten-

tion of all those who intend to clip
their horses this season. It is abso-

lutely the finest clipper on the mar-

ket, all its gears being cut out of

wearing part is hardened tool steel. It

is handy, compact, and simple, and
takes up no room, and the smallest

boy can turn the handle during clip-
ping operations. The clipper head is

made of the best materials, and a

large number of horses can be clip-
ped without renewals. Messrs. Cooper
and Nephew, Swanson street, have a

large stock of these machines, with

al) duplicate parts, and have the price
fixed at the lowest possible figure,
which is well worth the inquiry of all

... i erested.

JJEGATTA.

INAUGURATED 1840.

69th ANNIVERSARY OF THE COLONY,

JjIRIDAY, JANUARY I"9 -

FLAGSHIP: S.S. ATUA.

By kind permission of the Union S.S. Co.
Band: Ist Battalion.

PROGRAMME.

1. TRADING VESSELS. All-comers,

any rig, excepting cutters, 25 tons

register and upwards. Handicap.
First prize, £5O; second prize, £l5.
Three to six starte-s first prize, £6O;
second prize, £2O; third, rope, pre-
sented by Donaghy and Co., valued
at £5 ss. Foi- seven to nine start-

ers, first prize, £75 and binoculars,
valued at £4 4s, presented by Messrs.
Jagger and Harvey; second, £25;
third, rope, valued £5. For 10 or

mo e starters, fourth prize, trophy;
seven staiters for second prize,
eight for third, nine for fourth.

2. TRADING CUTTERS. All-comers.
Handicap. First prize, £25; second

prize, £8; third prize, £2.
3. TRADING VESSELS, UNDER 25

TONS, excluding cutters. Handicap.
First prize, £25; second prize, £5 and

trophy; third prize, tiophy, value
£2 2s

4. OPEN
*

HANDICAP YACHT RACE.

(First class.) First prize, £l5 and
trophy; second prize, £6; third prize,
£3 10s.

5. BONA-FIDE CRUISING YACHTS.
Handicap. Not exceeding 30ft 1.w.1.
First prize, £10; second prize, £3;

third prize, trophy.
6. HALF-DECKED CENTREBOARD

YACHTS, restricted class, 26ft over-

all and above 24ft, tuck stern. Han-

dicap First prize, £8 and trophy;
second prize, £3; third prize trophy.

7. YACHTS NOT EXCEEDING 25FT
L.W.L. Handicap. First prize, £6;
second prize, £3; third prize, trophy.

8. FISHING BOATS, 26ft • and under.
Handicap. Sails and motor. Tuck
stern, centreboard. First prize, £8;
second prize, £3; third prize, £l.

9. YACHTS OVER 24FT AND NOT EX-
CEEDING 30FT OVERALL (keel),
excluding yachts eligible for Race
No. 6 Handicap. First prize, £6;
second p ize, £3; third prize, trophy.

10. DECKED OR HALF - DECKED

YACHTS, restricted class about 22ft
and not exceeding 24ft overall and

under; bona-fide mullet stamp only.

Handicap. First prize, £6 second

prize, £2; third prize, trophy.
11. MOTOR LAUNCHES. Open Handi-

cap, seven knots and under eight
knots. First prize, £8; second prize,
£4; third prize, trophy.

12. DECKED OR HALF - DECKED
YACHTS, restricted class, 22ft over-

all an J above 20ft. Bona-fide mullet
stamp. Handicap. Fi‘st prize £5;
second prize, £2; third prize, trophy.

13. OPEN BOATS. Sixteen feet and
under. Handicap. First prize £5
and trophy; second prize, £2 10s;
third p'ize. trophy.

14. YACHTS, PATIKI TYPE. Twenty-
six feet overall and under. Handi-
cap. First prize, £4; second prize,
£2 10s; third prize, trophy.

15. YACHTS, 24ft overall and under
(keel). Handicap. First prize, £5;
second prize, £2; third prize, trophy.

16. DECKED OR HALF-DECKED
YACHTS, restricted class, 20ft and
under. First prize, £5; second prize,
£l.

17. WAITEMATA CLUB DINGHIES.
First prize, £2; second prize £1; third
prize, trophy.

18. MERCHANT AND MISSION VES-
SELS’ LIFEBOATS, SAILING. All-
comers. Equipped. Handicap. First

prize, £4 and trophy; second prize,
£1 10s.

19. MERCHANT VESSELS’ PULLING
RACE, FOUR OARS. Handicap.
First prize. £2; second prize, £l.

20. MODEL YACHTS. Models not ex-

ceeding 4ft 6in overall, built by ama-

teurs. First prize, £1; second prize,
trophy.

21. MOTOR LAUNCHES, under seven

knots. Handicap. First prize, £5;
second prize, £3; third prize, trophy.

22. MOTOR LAUNCHES. All-comers.
Handicap, Eight knots and over.

First prize, £l2; second prize, £5;
third prize, trophy.

23. BONA-FIDE TRADING VESSELS’
DINGHIES. Sculling one oar. Han-
dicap. First prize, £1; second prize,
trophy.

24. GREASY BOOM. First prize, trophy,
valued at £1; second prize, trophy.

25. MAN-O’-WAR AND CABLE VES-
SEL CUTTER RACE. All service
boats. Handicap. First prize, £5.

26. GREASY BOOM. No. 2. First prize,
trophy valued at £1; second prize,
trophy. Winne- of No. 24 barred.

27. MAN-O’-WAR AQUATIC AMUSE-
MENT. Prize, £l.

28. UMBRELLA AND CIGAR RACE.
Prize, trophy, value £l.

29. TIN WHISTLE RACE. Prize, trophy,
valued at £l.

30. GREASY BOOM FOR CREW OF
FLAGSHIP. First prize, £1; second
prize 10s; third prize, ss.

31. FLAGSHIP TRIP OUTSIDE RANGT-
TOTO. retuning to Wharf.

32. AULD LANG SYNE.
Yachts built after December 4th not

eligible for restricted class races, unless
built to comply with rule.

Entry Night. FRIDAY,' January 22.
Place to be notified.

CHAS. C. DACRE, Secretary.
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