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THE LESSON FROM INVERCAR:

GILL.

We wonder i? the recent disclosures
at Invercargill, which brought to light
the wholesale manner in which sly-
grog selling is carried on, will have
the effect of opening the eyes of those
prohibitionists who are frantieally ap-
pealing to the Dominjon people to do
as Invercargill did, and vote No-ll-
cense, These self-imposed alleged
reformers have so enwrapped them-
gelves with their own views as 10
what is good and what is not good for
the world in general, that they will
not, in fairpness to the average man,
look at any side of the situation ex-
cept that which pleases them. n
view of the condition of affairs that
exist In Invercargill, the repeated re-
ferences  to that electorate, and the
prayers. offered up in thanksgiving
that it had gome dry savours entirely
of the ridiculous; and could never
emanate from- any "party except one
composed of self-righteous bigots.
How dry this electorate has gone one
can well imagine from a perusal of
the sly-grog cases that have cropped
eut since the hotels were closed.
Caming to a casc in point, we may
refer to the last big case that was
brought before the court in that place,
where a man and woman - pleaded
guilty to the offence of sly-grog sell-
ing. No defence was offered, the
case being deliberate and systematie.
It was no haphazard case, as both
defendants had been repeatedly warn-
ed, but the nefarious trade they were
carrying on was of such a highly pro-
fitable nature that the warning had
not the slightest effect. The female
defendant had openly stated that she
in one day had sold four cases of
whisky and twenty gallons of beer.
Police evidence proved the fact that

" pne hundred and seventeen gallons of
_beer and eighty cases of whisky had
been sold sinee April 18th, and, they
added, that was probably only half or
a quarter of the amount sold. Truly
an appalling state of affairs. And it
is to these people and their like that
the prohibitionists would hand us
over,

Much bas been made from time 0
time of statements from leading citl-
zens, clergvmen,.and even from the
Inspector of Police himself, of the de-
lightful'y reformed state of Inverear-
gill under no-license law., The plain,
unvarnished, though disgraceful tale,
as evidenced by this last court case,
must come as a rude awakening to
those who are wont fo point to Inver-
cargill as the city wherein all is peace,
owing to its being a no-license area.
The police supervision required for

many public-houses would he insigni-

ficant as compared to that required
for even one such as carried on by
the defendants in the last case. And
it may be taken for granted that if
these people found ths business such
a lucrative one, they are not by any
means alone in the sly-grog trade of
Invercargill.

It is to be hoped that such’ cases
will open the eyes of the electors to
the fact that prohibitionlng legisla-
tion is hopeless. The prohibition-
ists, in their avowals, make it clear to
the public that they are anxious ta

impose any condition of public or so- .

¢ia!l life, however degrading, humiliac-
ing, or law-defying, so long as they
attain their end of no-license. Very
little imaginalion is required to pic-
ture the awful state of affairs that
would result from no-license being
carried in a large seaport like Wel-
lington or Auckiand. We have seen
- from the police courts the condifions
in other places, and such conditions
would be intensified and multiplied in
the larger cities,

It is incredible in view of what goes
on in nolicense areas, that the pro-
hibitionists have the audacity to even
suggest, let alome to ask, that we
should put ourselves under the no-
lcense ban. We are asked, pressed,
and preached to, to exchange a sys-
tem of policesupervised licensed
houses, which meet in an open and re-
spectable mapner the demands of the
public, for ome of plylng, lying, and

- sneaker,

. tion that they possess.

spying in a form which can only per-
vert a respectable citizen into a drink
and one which in itself is
lowering and degradlng to honesty
and cominon sense.

THE DISTURBING ELEMENT.

1t is still persistently rumoured that
the present session will be disturbed
by efforts on the part of the prohibi-
tionists to have our licensing laws
still more a'tered to meet their views.
TInsatiable as they always are, they
have not yet arrived at the stage of
prohibition made easy that they de-
sire. The success which has hitherto
been theirs in the handling of politi-
cians and the foisting of nobodies on
to electors, ag members, has, we have
no doubt, turned their brains just a
little bit more.  We understand that
the programme for this session is to
have a shot at the members, manv of
whom are on their Ilast .political
legs; with a double-barrelled gun, one
barrel being the bare majority, and
the other Dominion option. 'While no
doubt one or both barrels will make
an effective bag from the number of
already tottering politicians, we do
not think that the House will stand
any mnonsensical tinkering with the
present Licensing Act. Should the
prohibitionistg in their blind bump-
tiousness seek to have either or both
of these provisions passed into law,
then we not only predict for them
positive failure, but foresee a strong
reaction against them, The bare ma-
jority, as applied to other people's
property, is so outrageously unfair
that the poiiticians who espouse this
suggestion will be brave indeed. The
spectacle of any district being handed
over for three years to be wet or dry
on a bare majority vote is too ridi-
culous for discussion, More so, In-
deed, is the one which embraces colo-
nial option, which would mean, :1f
carried, that the sale, manufacture, or
importing of liquor of any description
would be absolutely prohibited. Oauar
Dominion would then be dry with 'a
vengeance, It is well that the Al
liance has shown to the people the in-
satiable appetite for alleged reforma-
All along the
line, from the time of the first enact-

. ment of local option law, have these-

prohibitionists been pandered to, thejr
wishes-have been given effect to, and
they have had practically their own
sweet way. And yet they are not
satisfied. Behind the specious plea
to give no-license a trial, lies the in-
tention of wiping all liquor clean out
of the Dominion. Electors would do
well to awake to this fact, and find
out from each no-license pleader what
the intentlons of the prohibitionista
are, if they once gain the upper haml.

We hear that Mr., T. B. O’Connor
will shortly take over the City Clab
Hotel, Shortland-sireet, he having pur-
chased Mr M. H. Walsh’s interest in
that house. We are pleased indeed fo
welcome Tim back again to the ranks
of the trade, it being a safe assertion
that there is no more popular landlord
in local cireles than Mr T. B. O'Con-
nor.

* # » i

The New South Wales police have
found it necessary to again issue a
circular warning business people that
forged bank notes are again in circu-
lation.

» » L ] L]

In reference to the agitation that
has been going on in England lately
over the importing of foreign hops, a
London paper remarks that American
hops are raised for the most part by
cheap Chinese or Japanese labour on
the Pacific slope of the United States,
and that these hops are being dumped
into England at a price which seems
to show a determination to starve the
English grower and drive him out of

the 'ﬁeld.
L » »

Speaking at a mass meeting at Bir-
mingham recently, Mr Asquith said he
staked his own poiiiical fortunes, and
ag far ag he could the fortunes of the
Government and party, on the Licens-

ing Bill. Mr Asquith added that he
had been told he was foolhardy, but
his own belief was that he had never
done a wiser thing.
- EN £l x Y
A man who was convicted of bigamy
at Hastings the other day, pleaded
that he was drunk at the time. It is
surprising the number of offences that
are alleged to have been caused by
drink, but we imagine that the one of
bigamy ig quite'the very latest.
L 3 - + +
In a recent interview with a press
representative in Wellington, the
Prime Minister stated that it was not
intended to make any new appoint-
ments to the Legislative Couneil .
» £ x x
The greatest agitation continues in
England against the Licensing Bill.
At a monster meeting held a few days
ago, Mr Balfour declared that the bill
was one of spoliation, and hopelessly
doomed "to failure, since it was im-
possible to gain a greai moral end by
grossly immoral means.
) * . .
Last Saturday morning Mr Justice
HEdwards gave his decision in favour
of plaintiff, in the case of Mr, E. B.

Dufaur v. Messrg Smiths and Ken-

ealy, in conneetion with the Te Puke
Hotel. The hearing of the case was
a lengthy one, occupying five days, and
necessitating some 150 volames being
referred to on law points. Stay of
execution with respect to damages and
costs has been allowed, and fourfeen
days allowed to find security in the
event of an appeal. :
* * » *
Mr. Harry Parker, late of Weliling-
ton, and who wag well known in var-
ious Societieg in the Empire City, has
taken over the Empire Hotel at Feild-
ing, and will be pleased to see all old
friends, who will be assured of a
hearty welcome.

Thoge who are accustomed to travel
through New Zealand eannot but be
struck with the marked improvement
which has taken place during .the last
few years in the way of hotel accom-
modation. This improvement iz gen-
eral right throughout the Dominion,
but nowhere is it more noticeable than
in the Empire City. 0Old and out-of-
date buildings are constantly being
replaced by modern structures, where
every convenience is provided to en-
sure the comfort of the travelling pub-
lic. One of the finest of the newer
hotels in Wellington is Barrett’ss The
new landiord, Mr. Gow, has made won-
derful improvements since he took
over the business. The place has
been thoroughly renovated throughout
and vigitors will find the appoint-
ments are excellent, every comfort
and attention being paid them by the
proprietor and his staff.

- > - »

The renowned Mr Dooley says, “the
best the prohibitionisty have done so
far is to make dhrink wrong to take,
hard to get, and terrible bad when you
get it.”

» * » -

QGovernor Hoke Smith, of Georgia
(U.8.A.), a “dry” State (much boasted
of by the Prohibiters) is considering
the question of isguing a call for a
special session of the Georgia Legisla-
tive to consider “the failure of Prohi-
bition.”

¥ * *

Says a writer in the “Dally Malil”:—

Mr Birrell, at BEasibourne, said—

“They saw the brewers purchasing
- hundreds and hundreds of houses, and
tying them, thus condemning the popu-
lation to drink their beer—and not

their best beer.” The allegation that
the beer supplied to tied houses is in-
ferior beer is untrue. The practice of
brewens is to supply their best to
their own houses, and for this very
simple reason a tied house bears con-
spicuously upon it the name of the
firm providing the beer. 1f inferior
beer is supplied at one house, all the
other houses owned by the same ‘firm
suffer in repute and in profit. No
brewer would be such a fool as not to
give of his best to his own houses.
* [ 3 *® -

At Balclutha last Friday the pre-
mises occupied by Geo. Fisher, board-
ing-house keeper, ‘were raided by the
police, and in a well under the floor
of the chaff-house 56 botitles of whisky
were found.

- haa™ . -

80 small was the guantity of arsenic
in hops, said a witness before the
British Parliamentary Committee on
the hop industry, that a man would
bave to drink 36 gallons of beer a day
for many years before it would harm
him.

* *® * »

8ir Thomas Dewar stated that there
is at present enough whisky in the
world to meet the consumption for
four and a-half years, though not a
gill more is made in the meantime.

The teetotallers of Bosion are quite
convinced that claret js a non-intoxi-
cating drink. They drink it without
so much as a twinge of the corner of
their conscience at the mayor's an-
nual dinner, and when during Lent
their ranks are temporarily swelled by
those who try to mortify the flesh, the
latier draw the line of mortification at
claret. That, at any rate, they think,
does not minister to the pleasures of
the palate or induce drunkenness.

L * -

®
In connection with the charge
against the chief steward of the Moe-
raki of selling wine to a passenger
after the steamer had berthed at Syd-
ney the Court found that though the
Moeraki was registered in New Zea-
land defendant was liable to the ioeal
liquor ilaw, and the Court had juris-
diction. The Court fined him £30, or,
in default, two months’ imprisonment.

L * * ®

John Currin, a resident of Oamaru,
for giving an order to a publican to
send ligquor into a no-license district
without supplying the latier with his
name and address, was fined £10, and
costs 12s,

*® * * ]

Mr. F. A, Andrews, formerly a resi--
dent of Picton, and now employed as
head malster by an English firm, in-
duced the firm to introduce New Zea-
land hops into his place of employ-
ment. Previous to this, English hop
factories held the opinion that New
Zealand hops, generally speaking, lack-
ed condition, but a consignment was
received there at 95s a hundredweight,
and they were subsequently declared
equal to the best Californian.

* . x* -

Packet Licenses caused consider-
able discussion at the meeting of the
Kaipara Licensing Commitiee Ilast
week, ‘'The local No-License Leagne
lodged a petition against the granting
of these licenses to the passenger
steamers trading on the Kaipara River,
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