
THE FOOTBALL WORLD.

BRITISH TEAM’S PROGRAMME.

IN NEW ZEALAND.

July.
.

4—Poverty Bay Union, at Gisborne

BManawatu and Horowenua Unions,

at Palmerston.
11Wanganui Union, at Wanganui
15—Taranaki Union, at New Plymouth
18—Auckland Union, at Auckland

25NEW ZEALAND, at Auckland

IN AUSTRALIA.
August.

5—New South Wales, at Sydney.

B—New South Wales Team for Eng-

land, at Sydney.
12—Western Union, at Bathrust.

15—Metropolitan Union, at Sydney.

19—Northern Union, at Newcastle

22—New South Wales, at Sydney.

26—Queensland, at Brisbane.

29—Queensland, at Brisbane.

September.
2—Queensland, at Brisbane.

AUCKLAND R.U. FIXTURES.

July 4: Auckland v. Thames

July 11: Representative trial match.

July 18: Auckland v. British team.

July 25: Third test match, New Zea-

land v. British team.
-

„

August 1: Auckland v. South Cante.-

bU
August 8: Auckland v.

Marlborough

(SAuSSt d
15: Auckland v. Wellington

August 22: Auckland v. Taranaki.

August 29: Auckland v. Southland.

September 5: Auckland v. Otago

The first inter-union match to be

played at Alexandra Park this sea-

son took place on Saturday between

the Goldfields’ fifteen and the Auck-

land representatives. The ground

was in a sodden state as a result of

heavy rains having fallen through-

out the week, while the afternoon

of the match was attended with

showery weather. Despite the un-

pleasant conditions, about 3000 Rug-

by enthusiasts journeyed out to the

Park in anticipation of a close game,

and in this their expectations were

realised, the match being evenly

fought out from beginning to end.

With the ball wet and greasy it was

impossible for the teams to give

anything like a brilliant display, but

nevertheless the game was far from

being uninteresting, flashes of excit-

ing play being of frequent occurrence.

Though victory rested with the Gold-

fields’ players by a very small mar-

gin, viz., three points, their win was

a deserving one, as taken right

through they were responsible for a

better display than the Auckland

representatives. Though there was

little or no difference in the strength

of the forwards of either team, the

Goldfields’ back division showed su-

periority to the local men, their field-

ing of the ball being of a more cer-

tain character. The Auckland backs,

particularly in the first spell, failed

lamentably to gather in the slippery

leather, and with one or two excep-
tions gave a very disappointing ex-

hibition. The Auckland forwards

rendered a good account of them-

selves, but met with strong opposi-
tion from a weighty lot, all of whom

appeared to be in splendid condition

and eager for plenty of graft. A fea-

ture of the match was the fine drib-

bling rushes engineered by the Gold-

fields’ forwards, who played with ex-

cellent combination. On the whole

the match was as good as could be

expected under the disadvantageous

circumstances, while both teams

showed a desire to open up play to

some extent. Had the game, how-

ever, been played on a fine day, there

is little doubt that the result would

have been totally different.

The teams lined out as follows:—

Auckland: Fullback: D. Miller.

Three-quarters: Carlaw, F. Wilson,

Hogan. Five-eighths: Bater and

Murray. Halfback: Kiernan (cap-

tain). Forwards: McDonald (wing),

Herring, Peterson (front row),

Walsh, McGuire, Kinder, Hall, Grif-

fen. Goldfields: Fullback: Field.

Three-quarters: Dill am ore (captain),
Skillen, Johnson. Five-eighths: Den-

nard. Halfback: Brenan. Wing-
forwards: Silcock and Vincent. For-

wards : Capill, Corbett, Young,
Hamilton, Grace, Dare, and Millar.

The Aucklanders won the toss, but

there was little advantage in weather

conditions, the sun being obscured by
clouds, while the faintest breeze was

blowing. Shortly after the com-

mencement of the game a delay oc-

curred owing to the leathei’ being

burst, while a new ball was requisi-

tioned. The first quarter of an hour

proved all in favour of the blue and

whites, who seemed to easily hold the

advantage over their opponents, and

judging by the opening stages of the

play it looked as though the Gold-

fields’ men would suffer a fairly bad

defeat. The first incident to raise the

onlookers to a pitch of excitement
was an excellent opportunity of scor-

ing for the blue and whites made by

Bater, who cut in, and beating sev-

eral men reached the fullback, and

gave Wilson a well-directed pass
which he failed to take, thus losing
an almost certain try. A period of

play then followed in which the un-

successful attempts of the different

players to grasp the mud-coated oval

proved a general source of merriment

to the amused spectators. An attack

by the Auckland men saw the Gold-

fields’ fullback in difficulties, with the

result that he made a poor return,
the ball bounding along the ground.
Wilson and Hogan sprinted up to the

leather with the chances of a certain

score in view, but both failed to pick

up the slowly-moving ball, which

found its way into touch. Soon af-

ter the Goldfields’ men indulged in

a pretty passing run which earned

prolonged applause from the on-

lookers, the ball being handled by
half-a-dozen players, the last of

whom knocked-on and grounded the

oval over the line, with the result

that a scrum was ordered. While

in close proximity to the blue and

white’s line, the Goldfields’ men

made several creditable attempts to

score, but Auckland were finally suc-

cessful in shifting play into the red’s

territory. A spell of open play then

followed until the Goldfields’ forward

division commenced a rush which

brought matters into Auckland’s 25,
where Silcock, obtaining possession
of the leather from a blue and white

back, passed to Grace who dashed

over the line and drew first blood

for the reds. Dillamore was en-

trusted with the shot at goal, but

made a fruitless attempt. After a

period of give and take play, the

blue and white forwards attacked

hotly, and Walsh, snapping up the

ball passed to his backs, who handled

it in turn, Wilson getting over and

registering Auckland’s first try.
Murray took the kick at goal, but

was unsuccessful. Just before the

bell sounded for half-time, Miller,
the Auckland fullback, distinguished
himself by breaking up a determined
forward rush by the reds, and the

spell ended with the scores equal—-

-3 points each.

In the second spell the Goldfields

put Morpeth, an emergency back, on

the three-quarter line in the place of

Field, who through an injury sus-

tained to his knee in the first spell
was unable to play in the second half,

while Skillen took up the position of

fullback. The game had not been

long in operation before the Gold-
fields’ backs secured the ball from a

scrum in Auckland’s 25, and as the

result of a fine passing bout, Morpeth
obtained a clever try. Dillamore

made a good, though unsuccessful at-

tempt at goal. Not long after a heavy
shower of rain fell, and the players
were seen slipping and sliding about

in the thick mud, bent on putting
forth their best efforts in the inter-

ests of their respective sides, many

of them being unrecognisable in their

coating of mud. The taking of the

ball cleanly was a difficult matter in-

deed, and neat catches were -hailed
with great applause from the spec-

tators. The Goldfields’ forwards com-

menced a powerful forward rush,
which ultimately ended in a number

of them breaking over the line in

pursuit of the ball, together with

several of the blue and whites. The

result was that the leather was

touched down by Capill, thus making
the Goldfields’ third dry. Dillamore

again took the shot at goal, but was

unable to add the major points. The

Auckland men then made repeated

attempts to score, and Carlaw secur-

ing the leather, cut in towards the

centre of the field and passed to

Bater, who, with a tricky run out-

witted the red backs and scored a

highly creditable try. Murray had

the shot at goal which was unsuc-

cessful, the ball hitting the crossbar.

The remainder of the game was

played in semi-darkness without a

further score being registered by
either side, and the game ended with

the Goldfields’ representatives vic-

torious by 9 points to 6.

The Goldfields’ forwards all work-

ed like Trojans, Capill, Grace and

Young forming a trio that would do

credit to any team.

Of the backs Brenan, at half, shone

out both on the attack and defence,
and was responsible for a pleasing
exhibition. Lennard, at five-eighths,

got through a lar#e amount of ser-

viceable work in a capable manner.

Johnston, on the wing three-quarter,
gave a faultless exhibition, his tak-

ing of the ball being particularly cre-

ditable. Skillen, at centre, was a

tower of strength to his side, and

played solidly throughout.

Walsh and Maguire were the most

prominent of the Auckland forwards,
both playing useful games. Kinder

was also responsible for some solid

toil. McDonald, on the wing, was al-

ways in the thick of it, and put
plenty of vim into his work.

Of the Auckland backs Kiernan, at

half, showed out well on the attack,
but his defence was poor. Bater

played a heady game throughout,
though at times he showed an inclin-
ation to hang on to the ball too long.
Murray appeared to be out of his

place at five-eighths, and failed to

acquit himself with anything ap-
proaching his brilliant form of the

previous Saturday, when he was the
best back on the gound in the City-
Ponsonby match. The three-quarter
line did not show up as well as might
have been the case. Wilson, at cen-

tre, was hardly up to his usual form,
and despite the fact of having played
in that position for the University
team in the district club competition,
gave one the impression he would
render a better account of himself on

the wing three-quarter. Hogan, on
the wing, got few chances to dis-

tinguish himself, while Carlaw ren-

dered good service on several oc-

casions. Miller, at full, was extreme-
ly safe, and his gathering in of the

wet ball was remarkably clever.

“DALLY” MESSENGER, the best

threequarter Australia has ever

produced.

NOTES.

The Newton and City fourth grade
teams who drew in the first match at
the beginning of the season play off
for the championship on Saturday,
when it is expected a very keen con-
test will take place.

Ponsonby thirds may now be re-
garded in the light of “ morals ” for
the third grade competition, since

they are a win and a draw ahead of
North Shore 111. B, who are runners

up for the championship. With few
exceptions, the Ponsonby third fif-
teen is composed ox players who won
the fourth grade competition under
the same colours last season.

The second round of the junior
grade competitions will be commenc-
ed on Saturday.

“ General ” Booth, the New Zea-
land “ All Black,” who is now resid-
ing in Sydney, is a member of the
New South Wales “ rep.” team which
defeated Queensland by 13 points to
8 last week. He is playing full back.

There is some difference between:
the preparations made tor training
the New Zealand team against Bedell-
Sivright’s combination in 1904 and
what was done to make the “ All
Blacks ’-’ effective for last Saturday’s
game (says the “Dominion”). In
1904 the New Zealanders were taken

over to Day’s Bay, where they were

subjected to a large amount of phy-
sical work in the daytime, and black-
board exercises by night. They,were
almost treated as close prisoners.
Last week the change was great. The
team which was selected never met

together once until a few minutes
before the game. Half of them re-

sided in one hotel, half in another.
They, had no manager to look after
their interests, and they roamed the

city at will. At the dressing shed

they were not really allowed to form

a scrum before they were hurried

on to the field. At half-time they
found no towels nor anybody to rub

them down.

The following team has been

selected to ‘ represent Wanganui
against Taranaki on July 4:—Full,
Smith; three-quarters, R. Meuli, Ab-
bott (captain), Reid; five-eighths,
Mitchell and A. Seeling; half, Do we;
wing, Souter; forwards, Murray,
Leahy, Guscott, Milne, Gillespie, Ir-

vine, Dustin. Emergencies: Back,
C. Champion; forward, Paton. The

Wanganui representatives to meet
the Anglo-Welsh team will be chosen

after the match with Taranaki.

A youngster born in Bush dis-

tricts on the day that Harding’s An-

glo-Welsh team landed in Welling-
ton has been named Cymru by his

footballer father in honour of the

occasion. If he lives the lad should
always be an unimpeachable autho-

rity as to the date of the arrival of

the British team in this Dominion,
where the Rugby sun never sets.

The following dates have been
fixed for the Otago team’s tour:—

Southland, September 2; Canter-
bury, September 5; Auckland, Sep-
tember 12; Taranaki, September 16;
and Wellington, September 19.

By representing New Zealand on

Saturday in the match against the

Britishers, Wallace, the Wellington
back, has established a record as a

New. Zealand international. Wallace

has represented New Zealand in five
distinct years, counting the tour in

Great Britain as one season. The

next on the list are Cunningham,
Seeling and W. Mackenzie (“ Off-

side Mac ”), who have each repre-
sented New Zealand for four years.

Among numerous congratulatory
messages received by W. J. Stead,
the captain of the New Zealand team,
in the initial test match, was a letter

from a little boy, who is at present

For Children’s Hacking Cough at

night Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure.

Is. 6d. and 2s. 6d.
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