
EARLIEST STAGE EXPERIENCE OF
MR H. R. ROBERTS.

; Mr H. R. Roberts, who is now in Syd-

Sey preparing for his forthcoming tour of
few Zealand in the “Prince Chap,” is

the only Australian actor who has gradu-
ated from the local stage and has become
a star in London. His earliest experience
in serious work, as told to an interview-
er, should thereafter be vested with more
than usual interest.

.. “When a very young and extremely
ambitious actor,” said Mr Roberts, “I ac-

cepted an engagement to go to Tasmania
to open in a play called “Face to Face”

as the leading heavy man of the company.
Why I was chosen for this weighty part
i do not know, for I was fair and slender
and about as heavy as two matches put
together. I necessarily thought that all
villains should be heavy bewhiskered, so
I proceeded to Aldred’s, the wig maker,
and asked him to fix me up as cheaply as

possible with a beard and wig of the most

villainous description. There was no

time to make a regular beard, so he told
me if I got a lady’s hair pad, picked it

to pieces and stuck it on my face, that

I would present a sufficiently horrible
spectacle. I did as I was bidden. The

great night came. Never did a villain’s
heart beat faster than mine as I entered

my dressing room—occupied by about six

others. My comrades regarded me re-

spectfully. I was the leading heavy man.

I proceeded to stick on the hair, piece by
piece, and as though my life depended on

there not being a bald spot left on my
face. I had a black ringlet wig though
it was a modern play. I had not al-

lowed for the size of my hat which conse-

quently sat upon the top of this ferocious

looking head in the most jaunty fashion.
As I made my way to the entrance I

became painfuly aware that I was the ob-

ject of curiosity on the part of the other
members of the company. My cue came.

My heart fluttered. My hat wobbled. I

dashed upon the stage. It was an in-

tensely dramatic scene. My wife was sup-
posed to be starving. She implored me

to give her money for food, but with

heavily knit brows and in gutteral tones

I refused. At least that is how it should
have been, but as soon as the audience
saw me they forgot the pathos of the

scene. They simply shrieked. ‘Ye

gods, how they laughed!’ And remember
I was the leading heavy man who was to

appeal to their sense of all that was most

brutal. Every time I met the leading
man he frowned ominously at me. After

the second act there was a big call for

the principals. But I was not on in that

act. After the performance the manager
sent for me. Let the secrecy of that in-

terview be sacred. Next morning a re-

hearsal was called. Nobody spoke to

me. I was a thing tabooed. The man-

ager had taken the first boat to Melbourne

to get another man. Parts were hand-
ed out for the next play, but none came

to me. The others filed out of the the-
atre and I was left alone with the hideous

consciousness that I was a failure. I

realised that acting was a serious profes-
sion. My father had been a successful
actor before me. I had thought that I

could easily follow in his footsteps.
Heartbroken I went to my dressing room-

My salary was to have been four pounds
a week. I was offered thirty shillings.
I accepted it without a murmur.”

A SILENT PLAY.

To demonstrate their remarkable fa-

cility of communication, the deaf and

dumb people in London arranged an en-

tertainment on a recent evening at the

St. Saviour’s Social Club, Oxford street.

A one-act play was staged in which actors,

scene shifters and stage managers were

all deaf and dumb—as were the audience
who witnessed the performance- The

scene was an extraordinary one (says the

“Daily Mail). Not a sound broke the

stillness of the hall during the whole time

the play wag on, both action and dialo-

gue being accomplished in silence. The

actors, with mobile faces, gesticulated
quaintly under the limelight, reeling off

their parts upon fingers which moved with

a lightning-like rapidity.

A NEAR THING.

The new Theatre Royal, Christchurch,
had a narrow escape from fire on Thurs-

day evening (says a Southern paper). At

the conclusion of the performance of “His

Highness the Bey,” the Juveniles were

arranged on the stage for a. flashlight pho-
tograph. While this was being taken a

fire broke out in one of the dressing-
rooms. It was discovered just in time,
for the flames were beginning to spread
behind the lining of the wall, in which

case the conflagration must have become

serious. Dense volumes of smoke rolled

out inti. the auditorium, but the fire ap-

pliances in the building were sufficient

to suppress the outbreak. It is estimated
that wll cover the damage.

IN CASE OF PANIC.

At a recent meeting of the Royal In-

stitute of British Architects, London, a

paper on ‘‘Safety Exits for Theatres,” by
Mr S. Hurst Seager, of Christchurch, New

Zealand, was read. The London County
Council’s regulations, it was stated; mere-

ly required a minimum number and a min-

imum width of openings ; -they made no

attempt to show how they should be con-

structed, except in the case of stairs, which

in times of panic would be likely to lead

to disaster. The mode of construction
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of exits was of infinitely greater import-
ance than their number and widths. Many
places of amusement, lecture halls and

places of worship, though fulfilling the re-

quirements of the City Council, would

prove to be veritable death-traps in times

of panic; a very large proportion of the

audience would never be able to reach the

exits, and a great many more would either

be crushed 1 in them, or in the corridors or

stairs leading to them. The problem
was to arrange exits so that irresponsible
people in any part of the building should

be impelled to move towards the one

designed for their use, through which they
must be able to pass to the street without

any danger of resistance either from the

structural arrangements or from oppos-

ing active forces- The author’s safety
exit aimed at the elimination of all re-

sistance to outward progress by means of

curved solid dwarf partitions, about 4ft
6in high. They might be constructed of
double plates of shet iron, and should
be permanently and strongly fixed, and

perfectly smooth. Applying his scheme
to an already existing exit, an illustration
was given of the exit being divided into

three parts, the outer ones equal in width

to the gangways at the ends of the seats,
and the central one proportionate to the

number of people using it. By this sim-

ple device any pushing would not create

pressure at the exit, but would only tend

to hurry the audience more quickly into

the street or corridor.

THEIR LAST LONG HOME.

The graves of genius are widely sep-
arated. Mrs Jordan sleeps at St. Cloud ;

Astleys (father and 1 son), in the cemetery
of Pere la Chaise, John Edwin (the Lis-
ton and Matthews combined of his day),
at St. Poul’s, Covent Garden; Kemble
(John), at Lausannes Suett, in the ground
of St. Paul’s Cathedral; Kean (without a

Stone to mark the spot), in Richmond

churchyard; Elliston, in St. John’s
Church, Waterloo Road ; old Johanna,, at

Bathwick (old) churchyard ; Macklin lies

under the chancel of St. Paul’s, Covent

Garden, in which churchyard his once boon

companion. Tom King, rests ; Tom D’Ur-

fey, in St. James’s, facing the gate in

Jermyn Street; Joe Miller, in the ground
in Portugal Street; John Palmer, at Woot-

ton, near Liverpool; Quin, at the Abbey
Church, Bath ; Wilks, near Macklin, not

far from the grave of Wycherley, in the

church of St. Paul, Covent Garden, where,

nearly a century and a half since, Joe
Haynes was consigned to earth.

A story of southern life in America,
vivid with colour and humour, is told
by Mr Harry Roberts, the popular actor,
who is about to tour Australasia in “The
Prince Chap.” The incident occurred
while he was starring in the southern
states as Petronius in “Quo Vadis.”

“One Sunday while in Atlanta I went
into a church and found that it was one

of those negro places of worship of which
I had read and heard so much. I might
have left and proceeded to my own church
had not the exaggerated methods of ora-

tion adopted by the preacher held my at-

tention, while at the same time his sin-

cerity touched me deeply. The text was
“Faith” and the preacher was instancing
many great things which had been ac-

complished by faith.
“Yea brethren,” he said, “even Dan’l

in de den of lions saw dem lions simply
walk down and sit in de cornah. Cos
why? I ask you again why? Mah

dearly beloved brothers, mah sisters too
and all de little children, I ask you why
did dem lions lift up their massive paws
when dey seed Dan’l cornin’ and den go
and sit in de cornah? Cos Dan’l had
faith.”

A very old man, sitting behind a pil-
lar popped his bald head round the cor-

ner and holding one hand up like a child

asking its teacher if it may go out, asked

in a tremulous voice: “Scuse me Mr

Preacher, but was dey dem same lions
what was round here last fall with de
circus.”

Then an outburst from the preacher:
“You are de most ignoramous nigger in
de whole of dis great and glorious con-

gregation. Circus indeed. Don’t you
know dat this occurred hundreds and thou-
sands and millions of years ago—B.C.. be-

fore circuses!”

SSEMBLY HAL.Ii, ROTORUA.

Beating Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charge* Moderate.

Far terma and full particular*, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.

ov
“ Sporting and Dramatic Review”

Office.

Q. L O B E pp O T E L,

Corner of

WAKEFIELD AND MOUNT STREETS.

F T I/PSCOMBE,
Proprietor.

LOBE TTOTEL, papakura.

I. SMITH, Proprietress.

FIRST CLASS ACCOMMODATION.

BEST BRANDS WINES AND SPIRITS.

GOOD TABLE.

,■- ■ - .

T>OGERS’ ALBION HOTEL,
WANGANUI.

Comer of i.ldgway-street and Market

Square.
Superior Accommodation to the Tra-

velling Public at a rate within reach of
all. Tariff from 5s 6d per day. Cuisine

a speciality. Boarders* Reading-room.
Hot and Cold Bathe. Excellent view.
Loose boxes for racehorses. First-class
selection of Wines and Spirits. Three
minutes' walk from wharf and station.
A. H. ROGERS Proprietor.

(Late of Wellington
.

’•ox 210. 'Phone 424.

gJPENCER "piANOS.

THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL

ENGLISH PIANOS.

OVER 3000 IN USE IN NORTH

ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND.

AND OVER 30 SUPPLIED TO HIS

MAJESTY’S WARSHIPS.

I

CAN BE OBTAINED FROM £4O.

OR ON OUR HIRE SYSTEM OF

PURCHASE, FROM £1 4s A MONTH

Sole Agents:

& pERLIN piANO 0O„
215-217, QUEEN-STREET.

W. H. WEBBE, Manager.

qHAUPO HOTEL, OHAUPO

This Hotel ie now under the Manage-
ment of W. G. ABBOTT, Ute of NIZ.
Railway Refreshment Rooms and Bar,
Mercer.

Excellent Accommodation for Tour-
ists and the Travelling Public.

Best Brands of Wines and Spirits
kept in Stock.

SANFORD, Ltd.

FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,
AUCKLAND AND THAMES.

KcglS.
Trade Mark.

Fr».. and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rrbbits. and Poultry dally, at SAN-
FORD’S FISH MARKET, CUSTOM-
STREET (opp. Custom House). Brown
Paper Parcels Retail. Retail Tel. No.
658. G.P.O Box

ru> •< Zu 5: ? i

JCTOTEL, TAKAPUNA.

J. W. H. BRIGHT
.. Proprietor.

Mr. J. W. H. BRIGHT desires to Inti-
mate: that he has taken over the above
House. Visitors will find every Home
Comfort and attention. Terms have
been fixed on the most moderate scale.
Fresh and Saltwater Bathing, etc.
Only one hour's journey from Auckland.

▲warded Gold Exhibition
Medal at 1907> *>«

RASSI’S
° CORRECTIVE POWDER”

For DBOPET AJTD FIMALI £B»QV-
LABITHS. WOMIX’B UNFAILIirG
FBIEND. A Medicinal Compound
expressly adapted for the require-
ments of Females. To try them once
Is to know their value, and those who
have done so would not now be with-
out them.

Prepared only by W. C. BASSX, Medi-
cal Herbalist, at Botanical Dispen-
sary, 325 Manchester-street, Christ-
church. Tel. No. 2017. Wholesale
by Wholesale Druggists, and Befall
by all Chemists. PRICB, 7s fid FBB
BOX. J. Nell, Sole Agent, Stafford-
street, Tlmarn.

When doing business with our Ad-

vertisers. kindly menhon this paper-

Jinks, M.H.R., grew desperate,
Drugs by the quart was quaffin’,
And yet his cough would indicate
He’d soon require a coffin !

He took Woods’ Peppermint Cure! And
since

He’s been of all debaters
The ne plus ultra, and the prince

Of loud-lunged legislators !

We make a speciality of

HOTEL LIGHTING.

Write ns for a free Estimate, stating
number of lights required.

We guarantee a thorough, satisfac-
tory, economical, and reliable Installa-
tion.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO..

KING’S CHAMBERS, WELLINGTON

ASK FOR

E. F M0" 0 A ”

BILLPOSTER and THEATRICAL
ADVERTISING AGINT,

Advertising Spaces To Lot in All Fart,
of the Town.

Address:

„
A. E. MORGAN.

Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

YyAIROA HOTEL, CLEVEDON.

Recently renovated throughout, and un-
der the management of

H. LUKS.
Excellent Accommodation for Anglers,

Cyclists and Motorists.
Beautiful Scenery. Native Bush close

to Hotel.
Capital Trout Fishing in several

streams. Good Shooting.
Stabling Accommodation.

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD. N.Z

This Vineyard has been nearly
fourteen years in cultivation. Only
those Grapes are grown that produce
first-class Wines, and the utmost care
has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured
Wines may now be procured i—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CT-AP.ET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED
FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-
TIE MAXAGBB,

•BEBNMBADOWB WBYABD,
GBBBBMBADOWS, KAWKB'B BAT.

JgOTTLES. BOTTLES. BOTTLES,

R. TAKLE AND SONS.
WASTE PRODUCT MERCHANTS,

Are Buyers »n Any Quantity.
Correspondence Invited. Address 1

A«ckland. Branch Office:
Market Entrance. Auckland.

'Phone 527.
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