April 23, 1908!

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVTEW.

=

Great Northern Steeplechase meeting now
only somé five weeks ahead, ~This very
popular fixture will take ‘place ‘6n May
30, June 3 and 6 a pruyramme of seven
events being run through on each day.
On the first, items are the Maiden Steep e-
chage, of 1gosovs, 2% miles; the Jervois
Handicap, of 1oosovs, 5 furlongs; the
Maiden Hurdles, of riosovs, 1§ miles; the
Great Northern Hurdles, of 6gosovs, 23
miles; the Cornwall Handicap, of 325
sovg, 1} miles; the Ladies’ Bracelet, of

1p0sovs, ri miles; and the AMembers'
Handicap, of 15080vs, 5 furlongs. On
the second day (the Prince of Wales’

Birthday) there will be the Orakei Hur-
dles, of 110sovs, 1% miles: the Ranfurly
Welter, of 100movs, 1 mile; the Great
Northern Steeplechase, of 850 sovs, 3%
miles; the Remuera Hurdles, of 2oosovs,
2 miles; the Prince of Wales’ Handicap,

of 32gsovs, 4 furlongs; the Tally-he
Steeplechase, of 150s0vs, 3 miles; and the
Jumpers! Flat Race, of 150s0vs, 1%
miles,

The bil' of fare for the concluding day
embraces the Iadies’ Bracelet, of sosovs
(zenilemen riders) - mile; the Tamaki
Steeplechase, of 11nsovs, 23 miles; the
York Welter, of 325s0vs, 1 mile; the
Winter Steenlechase, of joosovs, 3 miles;
the Campbell Hurdles. of 200so0vs, 2
miles: the Fitzroy Welter. of 1oosovs, 6
furlongs; and the Farewell Handicap of
15080vs, 5 furlongs.

Owners and trainers should note that
nominations for the Great Northern Hur-
dles. Great Nor'hern Steeplechase and
Winter Steeplechase must be made to
the secretary, J. F. Hartland, by 9 p.m.
to-morrow (Friday) evening. Acceptances
for those races. as well as general en-
tries, close on May 8.

THE WANGANUI JOCKEY CLUB'S
WINTER MEETING.

A very important fixture. which owners
must not overlock, is the winter gather-
ing of the Wanganui Jockey Cluly, which
is Aixed to take place on May 23 and 25.
This is one of the most popular gatherings
of the year and always keen'v interests
Auckland sportsmen. coming, as it does,
immediately before the Great Northern
meeting. Eatries for all events close
with Mr William Hall, the secretary, to-

_morrow (Friday) evening at ~ p.m. The
. events to be dealt with and money re-
‘quired are as follows :—Borourh Handi-
cap, 1 Wanganui Steeplechase, 1
sov: Electric Hack Handicap. 1 sov:
Mav Hurdles, 1 sov; Ceonol'y Handicap.
1 sov; Purua Hack Flat Handicap. 1 sov;
Winter Oats, 1 sov; Grandstand Steeple-
chase, 1 sov; Balgownie Haek Flat, 1
sov; Centuryv Hurdles Handicap, 1 sov;
Rata Hack Hurdles, 1 sov; Final Steeple-
chase Handicap. 1 sov; Final Steeplechase
Handicap, 1 sov; Farewell Hack Flat
Handicap, 1 sov. The full programme
wil be found in another colummn,
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PONY RACING CONDEMNED.

“(ive a dog a bad name and yon
may as well hang him.”” Pony racing
has been getting it hot all round.
Here are some remarks’ from the
Christchurch * Press” on the sul?-
ject:—A development which the a1_1t1—
gambling supporters of the Gaming
Act must view with alarm is the direct
encouragement it has given to a form
of *sport” which, it is not too mucn
to say, stinks in the nostrils_ of all
good sportsmen. It is post_&uble. of
course, to carry on pony racing by a
proprietary club, In homnest, cleanly
fashion, but the undoubted fact re-
mains that on!y rarely is it so con-
ducted. The circumstances sur-
ounding it invite suspicion and dis-
trust. The proprietary pony-racing
club is a law unto itself, and all con-
nected with it are outlaws in the eyes
of the sporting world. Sentence of
disqualification is passed upon them
by the rulers of racing and trotting;
they -are debarred from entering any
registered racecourse in New Zealand.
The profits of a registered racing club
go towards increasing the stakes, im-
proving the course and buildings, and
catering in various ways for the com-
fort and convenience of its patrons—
the public. The profits of a proprie-
tary club go into the pockets of its
members. A registered racing club
has a reputation for clean sport to
maintain. Jockeys and trainers and
owners who might wish to indulge In
% arooked” practices know that dis-
covery would be followed by disquall-
fication throughout New Zealand, and
that knowledge undoubtedly discour-
ages those who are only to be kept
“ gtraight” by fear of the couse-
quences of wrong-doing. There is no
such ‘deterrent in the case of a pro-
prietary club. Disqualified jockeys
can find mounts at its meetings, and
“ gpielers,” who would be warned off
the course of any reglstered clutb find
the ‘gates of the proprietary  raee-
course ‘wide opein to j:hem’."‘ There'1s
7o' "céntral controlling authority = in
pony-racing as 18 the .case with horse-
raclng and trotting, and thus, if any

1se,

proprietary club did happen to dlis-
qualify an offender, such disqualifiea:
tion would only apply as regarded that
particular club; he would be iree to
carry on his roguery at any other
pony race meeting he chose to patron-
There can be no argulng that
pony racing as generally carried on
by proprietary clubs encourages good
sport; it exists simply for the encour-
ment of gambling, and is made pos-
sible for this purpose in New Zealand
solely by the Gaming Act of last yvear,
which, while permitting bookmakers
to ply their calling at meetings to
whiech totalisator permits were grant-
ed, placed ahbsolutely mo restriction
on their frequeniing any unlicensed
race meeting that was held.

ELEVATION’S HEIGHT.

The New Zealand horse Elevation
has been astonishirg the track watch-
erg, and though there is no argument
as to his speed, there is any amount of
discussion as to his height (says the
“ Town and Country Journal.”) When
he first appeared, his helght was
given in the Press as 15 hands, but
some of the converted pony trainers,
who are now training horses at Ranad-
wick, and who throush long practice
are first-class judges of height, where
unanimous in voting him 15.1 at least.
Now it seems that the trainer of the
colt is willing to het that he is over
that height. This is big encugh for
anything, as it is 2in higher than An-
tonious, who was far from being a
bad one. In the matter of height
thoroughbred horses are very decep-
tive, ag they are also in the rib and
arm measurement. Like gamecocks,
they are much bigger than they look.
Poseidon himself, though apparently
a small horse, is well over 15h 2in.
Elevation, though net a big one, is
very seclid, and shows a lot of the
well furnished frame and fully de-
veloped muscles characteristic of New
Zealand stock. Any trainer who is
used to it can pick out a New Zea-
land horse at sight, though they o
occasionally send us a ragged one
such as Isolt, who never carried any
flesh at all,

LUCK IN BREEDING.

Angelica, though sister of St. Simon
and dam of Orme, found no favour
with the Duke of Westminster, and
all her daughters (writes the Spe-
cial Commissioner of the *“ Sports-
man '), were disposed of. I was in
at the buying of three of them myself,
and a fourth went to France. So, tag,
with Ornament (dam of Sceptre), the
late Duke would have none of hér
stock, though she is own sister to Or-
monde, This can only have been due
to caprice, for not only is Ornament
own sister to Ormonde, made ‘" taboo,}
but all her stoek wasg sold without any
exception, coming under the hammer
or being privately sold, from Star
Ruby down to Sceptre. Would the laté
Duke of Wesiminster have retaine
Sceptre had he lived? I do not thin
he would have done so, for he cheer
fully got rid of such horses as Staf
Ruby, Labrador, and Collar, all out o
the same mare. Indeed, to my mindd
there was never a breeder who en
joyed better luck than the late Duk¢
of Westminster., He was lucky in his
initial purchase of Doncaster, but he
did his best to offend fortune when he
sold the sire of Jdend Or for the beg
garly sum of 6,00¢ guineas to go ta
Hungary, just because he did not at
once follow on with another Bend Or
Then there was the good luck over the
mix up bétween Bend Or and Tadeas,
ter, and, as regards this, the late Mr
James Lowther, who was one of the
stewards called upon to decide thaf
objection, told me some few years bed
fore he died that while they had, of

course, done their best to arrive af’

a correct decision, he had come to th
conclusion from what he subsequentl
came to learn, that they were wrong
On that I have always been incline
to the same belief, for there was n
more impartial, clear-headed man tha
Mr. Lowther, and Bend Or, as a horse
hore a very striking resemblance t
Sandiway, who was probably his sis
ter, No one need worry about- th
matter now, for Bend Or was certainl
better bred, if he was out of Clem
ence, than if he was out of Roug
Rose, and the matter can never gdg
bevond academic diseusslon. Like
nesses may be attributed to the com
mon blood of Doncaster in either case
and thus we may argue in a circle
for all time without making any ad-
vance. Here, then, was another in-
stance of the Duke of Westminster’
luck., If Mr. Lowther had known ear

lier what he came to know later, it g -

in the highest degree possible that
Bend 'Or‘would hive been disqualified
for the Derby, and the Duke would
have likely enough cut raclng ‘from|
that time forward. As it was, he won,

the Derby and carried on with great
results, while if Bend Or was really
oufj of Clemence, that made him  all
the better as a stallion, and probably
contributed to the merits of Ormonde.
Perhaps the crowning instance of the
Duke of Westminster's Iuck was the
breeding of Flying Fox from Vampire.
He bought the mare privately, and on
finding that she was of very vicious
temper, did all he could to make the
seller take her back. Then, when she
was mated with Orme, it was no case
of judicious selection of a sire, but the
mare was s0 queer in her temper that
it was thought unsafe to send her
away from home. On one ocecasion,
when she came open-mouthed at his
Grace, who had gone intc her box to
look at her, he was so annoyed thtt
he ordered her to be destroyved, but
the stars in their courses were .on his
side. Needless t9 say, no one dreamed
of executing the sentence on Vampire,
and the momentarvy anger wag soon
forgotten. Vampire produced Flying
Fox, and for that alone ranks among
the immortals, but there have been
other good onesg out of her, and some
people still believe in her son, Vamose,
for the classics of this year.

NOTES.

(B:y The Judge.)

Had Woodhey been on the inside, the
Birlkenhead filly would have beaten Dele-
gate in the Tradesman’s Handicap. The
latter bored out all th eway from the dis-
tance, carying the filly with him. Lord
Seaton finishing on the rajls wou'd have
beaten them both with a litrle further to

o,
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Ranana is so hollow-backed a gelding
as 1o ‘necessitate a cushion under the sad-
dle.  The Australian’s sen gollopsd and
jumped well in the Brighton Hurdles, no-
thing else having a chance with him at
the finish, although Dolores chased him
home.

% * * -

For such a good prize as the Cham-
pagne Stakes it must have been a litt'e
disappointing to the executive to find such
a peor field competing. Of the six run-
ners at least three coura be safely reck-
oned on to finish among the ‘“‘also start-
eds and the result took no brain fig to
foreell or even to place them.

* - » »

Veronica finished at a great pace in
the Easter Handicap and had she got away
better she might have won. The Soult
mare was a long way back as they entered
the straight, but she fairly smothered
ew‘rerythlr‘lg but Gold Crest for speeldl in
tHe cloimg stag;es. .

‘‘Aborigine was a “‘hot pot” for the
Northern Champagne Stakes, and as a
matter of fact he won fairly easily.
The son of Merriwee and Indian Queen
got we'l away and held his own all the
way up the straight, winning without the
whip.  The best of the local squad wasg
Master  Soult. He finished gamely
enough, but in Mr Watt’s gelding, evi-
dently met his master, from which it
may be .inferred that, although a very
fair cclt, he is evidently no champion.

* . - .

There 15 no getting away from the fact
that Gold Crest’s victory in the Easter
Handicap-was an exceptionally meritar-
ious one. Nine stone was a big im-
post for a three-vear-ola, yet the chestnut
son of Gold Reef very easily carried it to
victory, When one considers that the
course wag a trifle on the heavy gide
and that the mile was cub out in 1min
gqosec—a record for ths race—the value
of Gold Crest’s gallant deed can be the
better appreciated;  Rarely has the cheer
at the finish been betfer deserved,

- 2 L v .

It seems probable that any chance
Soultline might have had in the Easter
Handicap was thrown away by the rider.
On a doubtful stayer, but very fast horse
like the bay gelding. it seemed suicidal
policy to race the gelding at 'his very
top with the hope of breaking . up. the
field. Naturally he was the first to cry
peccavi, . : )

- L - Ll .

Judged on the beiting one might have
thought the Oaks was all over before the
race commenced, so hotly did punters rush
Woodhey.  There is no such a thing as
a certainty in racing. however, and after
Woodhey had attempted to break up the
field, Ryan brought up Maheno and the
Soult fi'ly won by two lengths. As a
race, the Oaks was something of a failure
as at the finish competitors were scatter-
ed all down the course.

.. . .

The St. George’s Handicap on Monday
was robbed of much interest owing to
the withdrawal of Gold Crest.  His ab-
sence was, of course, only to be expected,

‘as ‘the handicapper had dealt it out to the

son of Gold Reef. A weight of gst 10lb
for a three-year-old in heavy going was
rather too much to ask any eaolt to carry
and as might have been anticipated, the
seratching pen was used on his name.

* L3 L -

Scotty had a very easy win in the
Steward's Handicap. He was always in
a good position and wnen Ryun gave him
his head the old St. Leger gelding fairly
romped in.  After his poor showing on
the opening day, Scorty’s easy viclory was
the cause of some adverse remarks, but
as a matter of fact he had been easi'y
treated by the handicagper.

*® - - »*

A very hot pot was bowlad over in
Soultline in the Huia Handicap on Men-
day. In the Easter Handicap he was
reported to have cut out the first six fur-
longs in 1min 12sec, but the increased
weight and the heavy going seemed to
anchor him on Monday, and two moder-
ates, in Golden Eagle and Lady Rohina,
beat him pointless, It was a nasty
facer for the public who couldn’t see how
the son of Soul}: was r(l be beaten,

* .

What a splendid finish was provided in
the Ellers'ie Handicap., DHamend Star,
Rarata, Master Soult, and Diabolo fin-
ished almost in a ‘ine. Mr Lusk’s ver-
dict being “*short heads between the four.™
Master Soult made a very bold bid in-
side the distance, but the weight stappad
him in the last little bit. Had he been
beiter placed in the earlier stages, the
Porirua candidate Diabolo, who was fa-
vourite, might have just about pulled off
the race. '

* ¥ » *

Mahuta fairly broke up the fie'd in the
Autumn Handicap. IHe rushed away with
the lead and at one time was over six
lengths ahead of his nearest rival.  Seof-
ty chased him home, but the gap was too
big and the southerner got home over a
length }o the ggod. . .

¥rank Burns, who so mnearly got
Irish home in the Autumn Steeple-
chase, was on Ingorangi when he won
the race in 1891, and also rode Car-
buncle to vietory in 1836.

#* L4 * L

Mark Ryan was the most successful
horseman at the Easter meeting, as
he piloted three winners, Brady, Wil-
gon and Julian riding Ewo each;

* *

Buccleuéh pulled up lame after win-
ning the C.J.C. Easter Handicap.
Ed E ] * -

The *“tote” figures at the C.J.C.
meeting showed & tremendous falling
off, this amounting to no less than
£9543 as compared with last year.

n = . ® -

There is evidently plenty of money
about Feilding. During the two
days of the Easter meeting the sum
of £31,533 went through the totalisa-
tor, which knocks the Christchurch
figures “into a cocked hat.”
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Hlevation’s break-down in Sydney
is reported to be a bad omne, a tendon
having been said to have gone.

= ] L -

“ Fair Play” writes me a letter
which, owing to the writer not having
enclosed his name, cannot be pub-
lished.- He strongly c¢ondemns the
fact of Deeley being disqualified by
the A.R.C. without being heard in hias
own defence.

L] . L] . -

The longest flat race in the colo-
nies, the A.J.C, Plate, run over three
miles, will be decided at Randwick -on
Saturday. Tartan (9.5), Dyved Gar-
ments (98.2), Poseidon (9.0), Mountain
King (8.0), Peru (8.0), and Maranul
(8.0) are among the entries.

* [ ] L

The Sydney Cup, run on Monday,
fell to Mr., Connolly’s horse Dyed
Garments, who falrly ran away with
the race, beating Tartan by six
lengths, Absentee being two lengths
away third. The winner is by Malvo-
lio from Bozra, and readers of tha
Bible will thus immediately see the
reason of the peculiar mame. Thisg is
one more cup for Mr. Connolly, whose
luek in this respect is somewhat re-
markable. B

* r * -

‘White Lie, who won the Easter Han-
dicay at the Walrarapa Meeting, is
black mare by Merriwee from Fib, by
Korari from Fable by Slanderer. Her
solitary victory last year was when
she beat Truthful, Devonia, and five
others in the Tawaha Hack Race at
the Wairarapa Summer Meeting. '
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The. committee of the Australian
Jockey Club have increased the value
of the A.J.C, Derby to 3,000 guinaes,
making it the richest classic race in
the Colonies. This i3 a counter-blast
to the V.R.C.,, whose Derby was re-
cently raised to 2,000 guineas.. The
A.I.C. have also raised the stakes for
the Metropo}itag Handicap and 8yd.
ney Cup to 2,500 guineas each, ang
the Spring Stakes to 1,000 gulneas.



