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ing body is adamant in one area and put-
ty in another. a

In one town there is an organised offi-
cial campaign, which has as its object
the wiping of the public-house out of ex-
istance, and in a neighbouring town there
is a recklessness in licensing which is
nothing short of a scandal.

Ag an instanceé of the latter contention,
I will take the town of Bedford, the town

_in whose gaol the inspired tinker, John
Bunyan, wrote his immortal ‘ Pilgrim’s
Progress.”

There is a narrow street or lane in Bed-
ford which contains four registered Com-
mon-odging-houses, and close by are anoth-
er registered common lodging-house and an
unregistered lodging-house. These are alt
the Common lodging-houses in Bedford,

- and every one of them is licensed to sell
beer. I will give the particulars in each
case.

No. 1.—Registered Common lodging-
house. The beds. Price of bed four-
pence.  Licensed for beer. Bar open
to the public during regulation hours,
No refreshments other than drink sup-
plied on-demand,. The tramps and vag-
rants and nightly lodgers have access
to the bar from the common kitchen,
and obtain drink during prohibited
hours and all day on Sunday. This
house jocins twe other licensed houses.

No. z.—Registered Common lodging-

[ No. 1.

house. Same conditions as
Twenty-two beds.  Entrances for pub-
lic two. One drinking bar. No re-

freshments other than drink supplied
on demand. Joins two licensed houses.

No. 3.—~Registered Common-lodging
house. Seven beds. Entrances for
public two. - One drinking bar. ~ No
refreshments other than drink supplied
on demand. Is twenty-seven yards
from one licensed house and thirty-four
yards from another.

No. 4.—Registered Common lodging-

house. Twelve beds. Two drinking
bars. No refreshmnets other than
drink supplied on demand. Is twenty-

seven yards from one licensed house and
gixty-seven yards from another.

No. 5.—Registered Comman lodging-
house. Twenty-five beds, One drink-
ing bar.” No refrrehments other than
drink supplied on demand. Is fifty

TAURANGA.

JNO. HOGG .. PROPRIETOR.

FIRST-CLASS ACCOMMODATIO

FOR TRAVELLERS AND THE
GENERAL PUBLIC.

BEST BRANDS WINES AND SPIRITS
ONLY KEPT IN STOCK,

GRAN’D HOTEL.

PATMERSTON NORTH,

MARTIN CREAVEN Propristor,

The finest and most up-to-date Hotel
in New Zealand, and equal to many
grand (ontinental Hetels, belng most
elaborately furnished Tourists and
Travellers can rely on getting the best
attention, All the best-known brands
otf Vlv{'{nes, Liguers, Spirits, Ales, ete,, in
stock,

ONLY WHITE SERVANTS EMPLOY-
ED IN THE GRAND HOTEL,

MARK OMALLEY _ (late Masonic
Hotel, Napier), MANAGER.

WHANGAMOMONA } HOTEL.,
- WHANGAMOMONA.,

WM. ABBOTT, Proprietor, Every-

thing up to date. . First-class Accom-

modation for Travellers snd the Gene-

ral Fublic. Only ‘Best Brands of
Wines and Spirits kept In Stock.

QUEEN'S HOTEL, TIMAEi]’.
MICHAEL FITZGERALD Proprietor

{Late of Ashburton).
Corner of Barnard and North Streets,
opposite Law Courts. Filve Milinutens
from Rallway Station. ~Splendid Sea
View. Hot and Cold Shower Baths,
Terma: 43 6d Per Day, or 26s Waek

MASONIC HOTEL, NELSON.
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP.

This long-eatablished Hotel, which
has always heen the Headquarters in
Nelgson for 'Tourists and Commercial
Travellers, has rocently been pur-
chased by Mr. H. Balgent.

Tha Hotel has been thoroughly Reno-
vated, and all the Rooms ar being Re-
fitted In modern style. No cifort will
be apared to make all visitors thor-
oughly comfortable.

yards away from one licensed house and

fifty yards from another.

No. 6.—Unregistered lodging-house.
Lodgers pay weekly. Licensed to sell
beer.

1 have taken these particulars from the
Report made by the Head Constable of
Bedford to the Annual Licensing Meeting
on February ¢, 1904.

In order to ascertain if the conditions
were still the same I have quite recently
visited every house here mentioned, and

I found the condition of every registered.

Common lodging-house in Bedford exact-
ly the same as in the Report af 1504,

There is access into the drinking bar
from the common kitchen in each house.

In the litchens I found the character of
the lodgers to be of the usual Doss-house
or “ padding ken ' order. In some of
these kitchens there were women as well
as men, the house being 2 ** mixed > one
—that is, accommodating both sexes.

Here, then, we have a town in which
every registered Common lodging-house
has a beer license, and all the houses are,
as 1:-have shown, in one small area;, and
close to other licensed houses.

Many of the lodgers are Beggars, and
make a practice of soliciting alms in the
streets,  They spend the money they get
in this way ' on the premises.”

Each of these houses is practically a
tramps’ Hotel, but fosd 1§ riot stpplied as
at an hotel—only drink. In spite of this
fact, all the Doss-houses are licensed as
beer houses, and anyone taking a bed tic-
ket, which costs fourpence,
drink on the premises during prohibited
hours.

This is a plain statement of facts, I
leave them to the consideration of the au-
thorities and all who are interested in
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is able to-

the present campaign for a Reform of
the Livensing Laws.

CIGAR-LEAF GROWING.

A return has been presented 1in the
Federal Parliament showing the number
of cigar-leaf growers in Australia, and the
agreage each hag under cultivation.
Queensland has the largest number, there
being 28 growers in that State.  Their
heldings vary in size from a quarter of an
acre to 10 acres. In Victoria there are
three cigar-leaf growers, with small acre-
ages. In Tasmania three Chinese are re-
gistered as growers, but no leaf has been
produced by them since 1904, In no in-
stance hag it been found in New South
Wales that leaf is being grown specially
for the manufacture of cigars.

CIGARETTE SMOKING.

Drastic legislation to put down cigar-
ette smoking by juveniles is to be intro-
duced in the House of Commons next ses-
sion. A draft Bill contains the follow-
ing provisions :—

1. Every person, who knowingly sells
or delivers or permits or suffers to be
sold or delivered any description of cigar-
ettes to any child under the age of six-
teen years, shall be liable to a penalty of

" rot ekceedinf gqos for the first offence, and

not exceeding 45 for any subsequent cf-
fence.

2. Nothing in this Act shall prevent
the’ employment by a licensed person of
a member of his family or his servant
or apprentice to manufacture, or, as a
messenger, to deliver cigarettes.

3. Every child under the age of six-
teen, who shall be found in possession
of cigarettes, or found smoking tobacco
in any form, shall, upon conviction, be
liable to a penalty of not exceeding 4os
for each offence, and shall be subject to
the provisions of the Youthful Offend-
ers Act, 1goI.

4. For the purpose of this Act, the
word “ cigarette ” shall include cigar-
efte papers or wrappers, and cigars, che-
reots and tobacco.

5. Thig Act may be cited as the Cig-
arette (Sale to Children) Act, 1g08, and
shall come into operation in three months
after receiving the royal assent.

TALE OF A BAWBEE.

When a representative of the Wellington
“* Post "’ visited Mr A. Hamilton's office
at the museum the other day, he found
the director poring over a bawbee, a real
bawbee.  Mr Hamilton was not fondling
the coin in the way that the miser is
supposed to embrace his beloved gold;
he had merely a scientific interest in the
little bit of thin silver about the diameter
of a half-penny. It was just a wafer,
a debased thing issued for circulation in
Scotland by Charles I, The bawbee was
one of a number of old coins presented by
a lady in Dunedin to a Scotch church for
conversion into current coin of the realm.
I.ike many other possessors of ancient
coins, this lady imagined that the relics of
other days would be worth comparatively
large sums of modern money. That is
a mistake; the bawbee, which is not in
first-class condition, has probably only
mell‘ing-pot value, the merest trifle.

As a mafter of fact, collectors are not
willing, as a rule, to give large sums for
old coins, unless they are in excellent or-
der. The romance of a coin that has
passed from one hand to another in other
centuries has no charm for them; they
prefer the bloom of the mint. They
prefer to be the first that ever burst upon
the metal. Therefore values are usually
based upon the condition of the curios.
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The “ SIMPLEX ”
Beer and Liquid Cooler ?

IN THREE SIZES :—

IF NOT, DO SO AT ONCE,
AND DOUBLE YOUR BEER TRADE.
Guaranteed to chill without in any way injaring or detracting from
the life and sparkle of any well brewed Ale.
HEagily adapted to snit a Mineral Water trade.

No. 1 - 12in. x 24in. . £4 10
No. 2 . 13in. x 27in. - & 10
No 8 . 14in. x 30in. - G 10
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E. V. FULLJAMES & SONS,

MAINUTUFACTURERS,
DEVONPORT, AUCKLAND, N.Z.
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W. ALBERT AND CO.,

AUCTIONEERS,
REAL ESTATE AGENTS, HOTEL
BROKERS AND VALUATORS,

SHORT LIST OF HOTELS; EASY
INGOINGS ARRANGED.

£250, INGOING—Southland, Leasshold

Hotel, {8 rooms; turnover £1300 per
annum;: lease three years: rent, £1 10s

per week. PRICIE £600; stock at
valuation. Ireehold can be pur-

chaged for £900,

£5000—S0TUTH CANTERBURY—SDlen-
did Freehold Hotel, doing £50 weekly;
B0 acres flrst-eclass land, part in crop.
Well worth owning. Fullest parti-
culars from us only.

£8000—S0OUTH CANTERBURY—Mag-
nificent Freehold Hotel, doing 26
hgds monthly. Inquire from us; we
are the soi2 agents,

£4000—0TAGO—Frechold Hotel, doing
£65 weekly. Only £500 Ingoing, part
of balance 5 per cent. Sole Agents.

£1100--AUCEKLAND — Goodwill and
Furniture I.easehold Hotel, 314 years

lease; turnover, £2450 per annum.
Furniture insured for £1000,
£1200—SNUGE LITTLE FREEHOLD

HOTEL, doing £35 weekly; 175 acres;
on the line of railway construction.
Inguire early.

£1000—LEASEHOLD HOTEL, South
Canterbury; takings £26  weekly;
rent, £2 per week; lease, 214 years to
run, with right of renewal Stock &t
valuation.

£2000—SOUTH CANTERBURY — Two-
storeyed Freehold Hotel, doing £5%
weekly; 60 acres land; orchard, sale-
yards, etc,; practically a rallway ter-

minus,
£2500—LEASEHOLD HOTEL, hest
town in South Canterbury. Takings,

£110 weekly. Stock at valuation.

Sultable buyers financed. As we are
making the Hotel Broking department a
special feature of our business, we are
able to give valuable information to
Buvers and Sellers, besides saving
them time and expense.

Our monthly “PROPERTY QUIDE"
posted free to any address,

W. ALBERT AND CO,
STAFFORD-STREET, TIMART.
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A noble of Edward III., dated about 13354,
a very fine specimen, may be bought for
41 155; about half that amount is intrin-
sic value, and the balance is for antiquity
{about 3s 6d per century), ** dirt cheap.'’
An angel, thai beautiful coin issued by
Henry VII1., may be had in very fine con-
dition for £1 1s. The guinea-piece of
George I., in excellent order, can be se-
cured for £2 7s 6d.  If it is wanted, just
as it came from the mint, the price is £4
158, The guinea of George IIl.—the
spade guinea—can be got, almost new, for
A1 155; mint specimens fetch £z 7s 6d.

“The 7s gold piece of George III., a very

curious little coin, seldom seen, can be
had for 108, but if a specimen of 1813 is
sought-—a year in which very few were
minted-—the quotation is &1 1os. The
piece of Queen Victoria, struck in 1887,
can be obtained, in mint condition, for £s
75 6d. The coin publications do not give
quotations for specimens ijhat are not in
fair order.

AMERICAN BUSINESS MEN.

Physicians, says the New York © Her-
ald,” have long been preaching the doc-
trine that American business men live tue
fast. ~ With the telegraph, the ocean cu-
ble, the telephone, and other modern fa-
cilities, the man of affairs can do in one
hour work that formerly would have oc-
cupied six. It might be thought his
werking day would be correspondingly
shortened.  Nothing of the sort has oc-
gurred, The speed with which trade can
be effedted has simply accelerated his
pace, and he not only works faster, but
more hours than ever, with corresponding
increase of business and responsibilities.
To keep up this energy he eats too much
—sometimes drinks too much—for a man
who spends most of his working hours at
his desk and takes no open air exercise,
Physival delerforation is inevitable, and
when a period of more than usual stress
and anxiety arrives he is liable to suc-
cumb.  Even from a sordid money-grab-
bing poin: of view his manner of life is a
mistake. A day’s shooting, yachting,
riding or golf and an occasional change
of scene give new strength and vitality
and a clearer brain, In perfect health
and possession of all his faculties the man
has an acuter insight for the direction
of affairs, and can accomplish more than
if he spent the whole time in his office
or counting-room with his nose to the
grindstone. The man who thus preserves
his health peoh-poohs as mere specires a
host of things which otherwise would wor-
ry Lim into his grave, and he will be
living, active and prosperous for a gen-
eration after the survivors among h's un-
wiss colleagues have passed inlo a wretch-
ed and enfeebled premature old age. What
American business men must learn is to
slow down, take wholesome recreation and
above all quit worrying, even over real
troubles when they come, whereas most
of them now worry over troubles that ne-
ver come.



