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‘{18 MAJESTY'S THEATRE

MR FLEMMING'S NEW ENGLISTH
COMPANY.

“PETER'S MOTHER.Y
Afrer a run of four nights ** The Red

Lamp " was rveplaced on Thursday last
by Mrs Hemv de 1a I‘.L=1.ure~1 charming

play ' Peler’s Maher.' This was a
really cxcellent production, the plot being
interesting und the ac ing o long way

The story tells of a
nacural impulses  to-
wards gaiety are constantly cheeked by
an elderly husband and, on his death, by
her son. It contains a strong  lessoft
agninst rhe unconscious selfishness wih
which many people treat their relatives.
Here this son, well meaning enough even
if somewha’ of a prig. returns from South
Africa to find his father dead, and at once
commences to make arrangements for his
mother to con’inue on her humdrum ex-
istence at homs, while he sres more of
life.  The mother, however. has fallen in
love with ‘a cousin of her dead husband,
and is keenly anxious ta sec for the first
time. something of the wor'd as his wife,
Peter s utterh' horrified when he learns
this, but iz ultimately recenciled
idea by his fiancee.
has often shown evidence before that she
is a strong emational m‘h‘ess, but as Lady
Mary Crewys {eier’s mother) she gave
a IED([EI‘II‘]“’ which muet surely enllt'e her
to be considered one of the fines: dramatic
artistes that have ever visited the Domin-
ton.  Nothing better could be imagined
than her conception of the tryving rale.
At the close of the first act, when Lady
Mary is torn by the conflicting emotion
of love and duty desiving above all things
to say farewell to her Idalised son, who
is leaving for the war; vet compelled by
du'v to remain by her husband who is
to undergo a very serious operation, Miss
Day was simply magnificent. She was
indeed neo longer the actress. but the heart-
broken woman with the tears streaming
down her face, checked, as she had Leen
all her life, from doing what rhe wanted.
yet responding nobly to duty’s call. Truly
it was a great triumph.  Mr A, 8, Home-
wood gave a very fine portrayal of the
role of John Crewys, Q.C. His great
chance came in the last act in which he
points ou: o Pecter the utter sclfishness
with which he has treated his mother.
Here the great lawver, after incisively
giving the points to be sald on either side,
passionately pleaded the cause of the wo-
mar he loved, the actor thorcughly de-
serving the outburst of applause which
followed.  Mr Aubrey Mallalien. although
somewhat s ilted, did well as Peter.  JMr
Winter Hall gave a clever study of the
elderly husband Sir Timothy Crewys, Mr
J. Forde was admirable as Canon Birch,
Mr Monteomery well suited the part of
Dr Blundell, A vein of pure comedy
was imparted by Miss Nellie Mortyn and
Miss Joan Blair as Sir Timothy’s sisters,
the constant wrangling for precedence be-
ing most amusingly done.  Miss Guilford
Quin was somewhat too artificial in the
ingenue role of Sarah, while the other
charac'ers were well placed.  The piece
wag admirably put on and it seemed more
than a pity such a really fine production
could not have bren staged for more than
two evenings.

above the average.
young wife whose

“ OLIVIA.Y

On Saturday. Mr Herbert Flemming's

Company produced ' Olivia,’" Mr W,
G. Woells' dramatisation of the Viear of
Walefield. This elassic was the favour-

ite play of the late Sir Henry Trving and
one can well imagine wha' he would have
made of the role of the kind-hearted but
sorely-tried cleric.  Evervone has read the
boolz. or thev ourht to have done so, and
therefore it is guite unnecessary to give
the plo. Tts theme is ane on which
countless plays have since been written,
the luring from home of an innocent coun-
try girl by a wicked voung man whoso
villainy is ultimately confounded and a hap-
pv ending brought about.  Tn this s orv
however, the villain is a very half- Hearted
specimen of “he kind who repents of hix
misdeeds and endeavours to make full re-
paration. Mr Herbert TFlemming., of
course, essaved the role of Dr Primrosn,
giving a particularly impressive  studv.
His make up as the dignified white-haired
old clerg_vman was excellent and -he per-

ta the
Miss Bencrice Day 7

formance wis one of greal meri , the only

Paw being an ecc onad lapse of memory
as to his lines, Mis« Beatrize Day was
abwavs in drawng s O'lvia She is
ever to he relied upen for o thoroughly
wrd rencering of any rofe ntrusted to
ler, <o that, altheugh somewhs:  infer-
ior to her provieus great effory, Miss Doy
wave a rmi(!orinfz' nf- he title role which

was  eminen v salisfaciory. A ALS.
Iomewaoed 'ent valuable as<istance as the
|1|Uﬂl‘_‘,ntc Sguiry Tharmhill, giving o very

mnslqu‘nt rendoring of n somew ha: thank-
oss part.  Mr Winter Hall, as Sir Wil
lingn Thorrhil, was perbaps a little too

cald for ‘he warm-h-arted fliend of he
fanily, but withal was n prime favouri e
with the audirace. Aiss Neilie Mortyn
cave a eapital character sudy as o MMrs
Primrose. whi'e Miss Elsie Clarens as So-
phin, Mr Varna as Farmers IFambosaah
\Ir Forde as Gripsy Le'gh Miss Guildferd
Ouin ag Mary Me Malloli-n as Moses and
arthers of the company all lent valuable
aid.

A sp?cml feature of the praduction was
he dressing and mounting, which showed
an at ention to detail unfortunately all
too rare. The orchard <cene wag o beru-
tiful set, whi'e in the I'brary serne the-e
were the old spinnet. the antique high-
hocled cheirs the silhon=tie portraits he
cuckoo cloclk. the latice win'~w andother

in an in ensely amusing  fashion. The
bour was tospunsihle for the carrying out
o i number of seme exceedingly  Tunny
hits which had the effec: of sendiny the
the audiencs iﬂln rours  of  mor-
riment, The  popu: lar ards s, Wats,
and Lucas, are sten noan Trish spes 1llll\.
which is boih ¢ sver and  original, and
draws Torth much appluse,  Their comiv

wags are ol o high order, and in he
hinds of e lalected pair cannot do other
han make a hit, Mro Joe Warrs' Hun-
carinn dance iz deserving ol special
preise, white M'ss Lueas gives o devided'y
Ceditisle exhibition of con ortion The
comedy jugglers TLesso and  Rexo, ave
hefd in high favour by Opora House pa-
roas, and this week sees the =kilful due
secomplish & pumber of new and difficult
feats. Their disalay of cushion throwing
15 n particularly experr picce of work . AMr.
Tod Galloway enjoys unbounded popularity
as n result of his comic items, which h»
<irgs in Ris usua’  ab’e manner, The
Frankline (Will and Ruby) meet with a
fair measure of success with their com-
ciiv act.  he nersbalie feats intreduced in-
"o he performaee by AMe, Will Frankin
f2rly Dringing down the house. Their
siveing and daneing 1 ems are goed, but
the fault lieg in the fact vhat their witti-
cisms are for the most part old and of a
character hardly calculated to *f catch on.”’

ME, TOD CALLAWAY,

things beloved of our forefathers.  Alto-
gether ' Olivia »’ with its quaint cld-world
flaveur, made a most charming play which

found great favour with Auckland au-
diences,

Last night (bu. too late for review in
his  issue) was produced William .
Locke’s four-act play ** The Morals of
Marcus," this being the first t'me it hLas
been seen out of England. It will be

repeated on Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday, when the sgason comes to a close.

OPERA HOUSE.

ENTERTAINERS.
being  peosented by
Messrs, Fuller at the Opern House  this
weels s nne of exceptional merit, and ig
aitracting large audiences nightly. It
is doubt?u indecd,  whether anything
more humorous than the turn in which
the negress, Miss Eva Lee and her two
picanninies, make their appearance has

FULLER'S

I'he programme

ever been witnessed in Auckland. Miss
Lee sings a voon =ong in good style, afler
which she directs the pi('rmninic‘* in their
quaint anties and novel boxing act.  Don-
ning :he gloves the dark-skinned juven-
iles, after going through the customary

preliminaries of the prize-fizhter, step into
their gorners, and commence o do battle

COMEDIAN, NOW APPEARING AT THE OFERA
HOUSE

Mr, Rud Peterson is always sure of a
hearty reception with his numerous vocal

items, which he renders in a way which
pleases the audience immensely. Miss
Jennie Johnstone displays her soprano

voice to good effrct in a couple of taking
numbers which are greaily appreciated.
As knockabou: acrobais, the Banvards
prove themselves te be in the front ranlk,
heir exhibition plainly shewing that they
are not found wanting In the matier of
elasticity,  The Twin Sisters Lucas malke
A good impression with  their singing,
while their dancing is carried out with no
Al c'everness and grace.  Miss Ger ie
Melead, the pretty little comedienne, is
teard in a number of new songs, which
she makes he most of.  Master Rupert
Chrisdie comes in for no end of applause
~ach nighi, his boyish voice showing to
rreat advantage in several tip-top songs.
The biograph pictures are of a high stan-
dard, and conclude a first-rate entertain-
nent.

GLOBE-TROTTING FOR A LIVING.

Prior to their New Zealand engngemen-,
he clever pair of ariists, Wat's {Joe) and
lucas {Madge}, at present suecerssfully
appearing at the Auckland Opera House,
completed a three vears' tour, which was
not. however. unattended with exciting
experiences, They were sta ioned in San

iime of the ear:hquale,
received no  injury,
thev journcyed to Japan,

[Francisce at the
but  torlunately
Leaviag [Frseo,

cand \\hl L there visitedl Yulohama, Kobo

il Nagaraki, The trip to China was
then made, and among the owns they
< oved ar were Shanghai, Cheffo, Tien-
sinn,  Hankow and Pekin, From there
thev went o the island of Hong Kong,
the e 1o Siam, and  afterwards  visited
the Fionch setilement  of Saigon. The
Malav S ates formed the next move, afier

Java and  Summatra
ind the vovage back
intervsting (o

which  Penang,
were visi.ed in turn,
1o Australla made. It is

note that when in China Mr. Watts ob-
dned o oae cent. British Guiana s amp
[rom o Rus<ian Count, and it has since

transpired  hat he is one of the only two
individuals who can number that parti~
wlas kind of stamp among their posses-
~ Ons.

CARTER, THE MAGICIAN.

Carter the Magician will
‘eason at His Majesty's

Next Monday,
commence a shor

Tlea re, when he will wive exhibitions of
madern magic.  His chief items are the
Chinese Wizards the Myster'es of the

Divorre, Flvto, Cerin-
the Astral Hand, the
all of which are said

The box plan

Yogl, the Mogeal
ne's Impersonations,
Mwstery of L'Has:a
to bhe particu’arly clever.
s now open,

CHRISTCHURCH CHATTER,
OPENING OF THE THEATRE
ROYAL.

My Christchurch dramartic correspondent
writes :—The new Theatre Royal was open-
ed on Tuesday cvering last, z25th Febru-
arv and sems to have pleased everybody
present, It is cer:ainly a fine theatre,
probably the best in ‘he Dominion. The
house was packed froms floor to ceiling.,
" The Blue Moon” being in itself an
attraction. althoueh the opsning of the
new place of amusement doubtless was
responsible 1o some extent for the extra-
ordirarily lnrge audience. The advance
booling for the opening nigh: was very
heavy, people assembling as early as 5
o'cloclk outside the box-office on the morn-
ing the booking of seats began. and by g
a.m, there was quite a large crowd of
persons anxious to secure places. The
boxes, circle and stalls of our new temple
of the drama, are upholstered in dark
green plush, and the back stalls in brown
leather.  The seats are separa‘e and dis-
tinct, and every seat commands a fine
view of the stage. The dome is beau-
tifully decorated in the scenes from ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream.”  The acous-
tic properties of the house are excellent,
Miss Daisy Wallace as ©° Millicent Lercy"
made a great hit, her song ‘‘ She Didn‘t
Know.”’ was encored three times. Miss
Wallace’s dancing too, is of a very high
arder of merit.  Miss Celia Ghiloni, who
has rendered such good service in the
Gilbert and Sullivan operas, and in scores
of o her p'eces, was as e¢ood a “‘Ladv Bra-
bashan ** as the part allowed her to be—
but she had no songs!  Miss Alma Bar-
ber as ' Evelyn,”” made a success of the
character, and sang *‘ Sometimes’'' very
pleasingly, Miss Amyv Murphy made a
sa isfactary ¢ Chandra Nil,’* but might
have been a little more *f forceful,” per-
haps. Mr Victor Gouriet was the life
and soul of the pieer, and divided honours
with Aliss Dajsy Wallace, There will be
frequent changes of bill during the short
remainder of the season.

Wirths’ Circus, located at the huge
King Edward Barracks, is drawing enor-
mous houses, the seating capaciiy of ‘he
house, large as it is being taxed to the
utmost nightly. Mr S. Batty gives a
wonderful performance swith wild beasts,
and shows how completely he hes got his
savage pupils under con rel. The Fly-
ing Herber:s are perhaps one of the clev-
erest companies of acrobats the Domin-
ion has seen. Their trapeze perform-
ance is thrilling.  The performing  ele-
phants, under Captain Burrawes. contri-
bute one of the best *‘turns.” and other
netable items are those given by *° Toma-
to ' (foot juggler), Osado, a Japanese con-
tortionist, and the Ogzzipardi Trio. The
menagerie is much larger than usual in
circuses, combining as it does the best ani-
malz  from I‘itzgemlds circus, Woom-
Luell’s circus. and several others.  The
Messrs Wirth are ‘o be congratulated on




